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CHAPTER 446
CHIROPRACTIC EXAMINING BOARD

446.01 Definitions. 446.03 Reprimandgvocation, limitation, or suspension of a license or certificate.
446.02 Chiropractic regulated. 446.04  Unprofessional conduct.
446.025 Regulation of chiropractic radiological technicians. 446.05 Procedure for hearings.
446.026 Regulation of chiropractic technicians. 446.06  Injunction to enforce this chapter.
446.028 Continuing education approval; program sponsors. 446.07 Penalty.
Cross-reference: See definitions in s. 440.01. practice, shall be required by the examining board to complete a

. . continuing education course at a school of chiropractic approved

446.01 Definitions. In this chapter: by the exgmining board or pass a practical exan?ination gcﬁ)minis-
(1d) “Adjunctive services” means services that are prepargred by the examining board or both.

tory or complementary to the practice of chiropractic. “Adjunc- (2) (3) 1. The examining board shall grant a license to engage

tive services” includes all of the following: ) ~_in the practice of chiropractic to a qualified person who submits
(a) The taking and preparation of preliminary patient historiega application for the license to the department on a form provided

as defined by the examining board by rule. by the department, accompanied by satisfactory evidence of
(b) Providing physiotherapy treatment, as defined by tl@mpletion of the educational requirements established in the
examining board by rule. rules promulgated under par. (b), passes the examinations

(1h) “Chiropracticradiological technician” means an individ-described under sub. (3) and pays the license fee specified in s.
ual who holds a certificate as a chiropractic radiological techri40.05 (1).
cian granted by the examining board. (b) The examining board shall promulgate rules establishing
(1p) “Chiropractic technician” means an individual wheeducational requirements for obtaining a license under par. (a).
holds a certificate as a chiropractic technician granted by thiee rules shall require that an application for the license that is
examining board. received by the department after June 30, 1998, be accompanied
(2) “Practice of chiropractic’ means: lowing: , o
() To examine into the fact, condition, or cause of departure 1+ Has a bachelor's degree from a college or university
from complete health and proper condition of the human: to tr redited by an accrediting body listed as nationally recognized
without the use of drugs as defined in s. 450.01 (10) or surgehy: the secretary of the federal department of education.
to counsel; to advise for the same for the restoration and preserva2. Has graduated from a college of chiropractic approved by
tion of health or to undertake, offer, advertise, announce or h#i¢ examining board.
out in any manner to do any of the aforementioned acts, for com- 3. Hascurrent proficiency in the use of an automated external
pensation, direct or indirect or in expectation thereof; and defibrillator achieved through instruction provided by an individ-
(b) To employ or apply chiropractic adjustments and the prial, organization, or institution of higher education approved
ciples or techniques of chiropractic science in the diagnosis, tra#der s. 46.03 (38) to provide such instruction.
ment or prevention of any of the conditions described in s. 448.01 4. Has successfully completed the examinations required
(20). under sub. (3).
History: 1975 c. 383; 1977 c. 418 s. 929 (41); 1985 a. 146 s. 8; 2009 a. 28. (c) The examining board shall issue a certificate to a chiro-
Cross Reference:See also s. Chir 4.01, Wis. adm. code. ho is li d d hi h h bmi isf
A physician, subject to certain limitations, may advise a patient whether or not cEH—aCtor_W 0 Is licensed under this chapter, who submits satistac-
tinued chiropractic care is necessary without engaging in the unauthorized pradi@gy evidence that the chiropractor has completed 48 hours of
o gﬂg(s)igﬁiﬂce.ra%?sgﬁgﬁc?renr;s?;:;gé therapists are not prohibited from performing t stgraduate study in nutrition thatis a_ppr(_)ved by the examining
activities that are within their respective scopes of practice, even if those activi frd, and who pays a one-time certification fee of $25.
extend in some degree into the field of chiropractic science. OAG 1-01. (3) The examining board shall require each applicant for
licensure to successfully complete the following examinations:
(@) An examination administered by the examining board. The
minatiorshall be in the subjects usually taught in such reputa-
schools of chiropractic, and shall be conducted at least twice

446.02 Chiropractic regulated. (1) Except as provided in
sub. (9), no person may engage in the practice of chiropractic 0
attempt to do so or hold himself or herself out as authorized togfg‘

S0; unlessf such person satlsfle_s _aII of the following: a year at such times and places as the examining board determines.
(@) Is Ilce_nsed_by the éxamining board. n The examination shall include a practical examination of the
(b) Submits evidence satisfactory to the examining board thafjicant as prescribed by the examining board. The examining

the person meets the requirements of continuing education #gard shall charge an examination fee to each applicant for licen-

license renewal as the examining board may require, whiglireunder sub. (2) to cover the cost of developing and administer-
requirements shall include current proficiency in the use of @ the examination required under this paragraph.

automated external defibrillator achieved through instruction pro- P . . -
vided by an individual, organization, or institution of highehrégt)ic'zzgrﬁgg:;nat'on required by the national board of chiro

education approved under s. 46.03 (38) to provide such instrliGrare. "s, (3) is shown as affected eff. 12-1-10 by 2009 Wis. Act 28. Prior
tion. The person shall include the approval number assigne@>-1-10 it reads:

under sub. (5) (b) to each educational program completed by thi@) Examination shall be in the subjects usually taught in such reputable
person to satisfy the requirements of this paragraph. During gl ofhiopractc and shal be conducted atecat tice & year o seh tmes
t_'me betvveen_ln|t|al Ilce_nsure and Commencemem of a full 2_y ractical examination of the applicant as prescribed by the examining board.
licensure period new licensees shall not be required to meet a@afieu of its own written examination, the examining board may accept, in whole
tinuing education requirements. Any person who has not engage part, the certificate of the national board of chiropractic examiners.

in the practice of chiropractic for 2 years or more, while holding (3g) (a) The examining board may grant a license to practice
a valid license under this chapter, and desiring to engage in sahopractic to an individual who is licensed in good standing to
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practice chiropractic in another state or territory of the Unitasl not licensed under this chapter shall verify, according to stan-
States or in another country if the applicant presents the licensddads and procedures established by the examining board by rule,
the examining board, pays the fee specified in s. 440.05 (2) dhalt the person has adequate education, training and experience to
meets the requirements established in rules promulgated unmenform the delegated service safely, and is responsible for that
par. (b). person’s performance of the delegated service.

(b) The examining board shall promulgate rules establishing(d) 1. Beginning on July 1, 2010, a chiropractor may delegate
additional requirements for obtaining a license under par. (X);ray services only to a chiropractic radiological technologist.
including a requirement that each person licensed under this sub-2,  Beginning on July 1, 2010, a chiropractor may delegate
sectionhas current proficiency in the use of an automated exterggjunctive services only to a chiropractic technologist.
defibrillator achieved through instruction provided by an individ- NOTE: Par. (d) is created eff. 7-1-10 by 2009 Wis. Act 28.
ual, organization, or institution of higher education approved (7d) (a) A chiropractor shall evaluate each patient before
under s. 46.03 (38) to provide such instruction. commencing treatment of the patient to determine whether the

(3r) The examining board may promulgate rules providing fgratient has a condition that is treatable by the practice of chiro-
the granting of a temporary permit to practice chiropractic to anactic. The evaluation shall be based upon an examination that
individual who is licensed to practice chiropractic in another stateappropriate to the patient. To conduct the evaluation, the chiro-
or territory of the United States or in another country, and estgivactor shall utilize chiropractic science, as defined by the
lishing requirements for practicing chiropractic under a tempexaminingboard by rule, and the principles of education and train-
rary permit. Any rules promulgated under this subsection shialty of the chiropractic profession.

require an individual seeking a temporary permit under this sub-(b) A chiropractor shall discontinue the practice of chiroprac-
section to submit evidence satisfactory to the examining boaiglon a patient if, at any time after the evaluation under par. (a) or
that the individual has current proficiency in the use of an aul@uring or following treatment of the patient, the chiropractor
mated external defibrillator achieved through instruction pretetermines or reasonably believes that the patient's condition is
vided by an individual, organization, or institution of highepot treatable by the practice of chiropractic, or will not respond to
education approved under s. 46.03 (38) to provide such instrifther practice of chiropractic by the chiropractor, except that a
tion. chiropractor may provide maintenance, supportive, and wellness
(4) The renewal date for all licenses granted by the examiniogre to the patient if the patient is being treated by another health
board is specified under s. 440.08 (2) (a), and the renewal feedare professional.
such licenses is determined by the department under s. 440.03 () A chiropractor who discontinues the practice of chiroprac-
(a). tic as required in par. (b) shall inform the patient of the reason for
(5) (@) The examining board shall keep a complete recorddifcontinuing the practice of chiropractic and shall refer the
all applications, examinations, licenses, fees and proceedinggatient to ghysician licensed under subch. Il of ch. 448. A chiro-

(b) The examining board shall assign a unique approval nupactor may continue to provide maintenance, supportive, and

ber to each continuing education program approved by thgllness care to a patient referred under this paragraph who
examining board under s. 446.028. requestshese services from the chiropractor. A referral under this

(6) No person may practice chiropractic in this state under afgragrapfshall describe the chiropractor's findings. If the referral
other given name or any other surname than that under whicH %mtft]e“' the (%h.lropractor.shtﬁll prot\_/ldtte’ the pagentl}/vtlrt]h a (f:opyl
or she was originally icensed or registered to practice chiropradl®’ 3% TR L8 8 P AR R ety to
Ikl)qota?rg Oa{f?er:yaohhee;r?r:gteﬁIr?dasnt);lgjtsé)er‘ggtei)clirrllg\]N Elr?getrhtehgngg::% ph'ysician, shall notify the patient about the referral, and shall
name’operates to unfafrly compete with another practitioner o ke a written record of the oral referral. The written record of

misleadthe public as to identity or to otherwise result in detrimefif® Ora! referral shall include the name of the physician to whom
to the profession or the public. This subsection does not appi\1§ Patient was referred and the date of the referral. The chiroprac-
a change of name resulting from marriage or divorce or shall maintain a copy of the written record of the oral referral

(6m) No chiropractor may provide counsel, direction, guidl-n the patient's records.

ance, advice, or a recommendation to a patient regarding thd’™ (2) A chiropractor shall create and maintain a patient
health dfects of vitamins, herbs, or nutritional supplements unlek&cord for every patient the chiropractor examines or treats. A
the chiropractor has been issued a certificate under sub. (2) f@jient record created and maintained under this paragraph shall
This subsection does not apply to a chiropractor licensed un tain complete and comprehensive health care information, as

this chapter who is certified as a dietician under subch. V of &5'"€d by the examining board by rule.

448. (b) A chiropractor shall preserve a patient record created and
7) (a) Except as provided in pars. (b) and (d), a chiro rac{g@lntalned under pg(a) for at least 3 years after the chiropractor

wh(o ?s(lic)ensed Ifmdepthis chaptepr ma3£ d)elega(te)to a perrs)on \Jifkes his or her last entry or notation in the patient record or for

is not licensed under this chapter the performance of adjunctfiy 'onger period that is otherwise required by law.

services if the services are performed under the direct, on-prem{8) Every practicing chiropractor shall have in effect profes-

ises supervision of the chiropractor. sional liability insurance. The examining board shall promulgate
NOTE: Par. (a) is shown as amended eff. 7-1-10 by 2009 Wis. Act 28. Priorfules establishing the minimum amount of insurance required
to 7-1-10 it reads: under this subsection.

(a) Except as provided in par. (b), a chiropractor who is Iic_ensed under this (9) No license under this chapter is required for any of the fol-
chapter may delegate to a person who is not licensed under this chapter the per-

formance ofservices that are adjunctive to the practice of chiropractic if the ser- |OW'ng:
vices are performed under the direct, on-premises supervision of the chiro- (a) A student or graduate of a college of chiropractic who prac-
practor. ) _ticeschiropractic, in a program for the clinical training of students
~ (b) A chiropractor may not delegate to a person who is "gfid graduates that is reviewed and approved by the examining
licensed under this chapter the making of a diagnosis, the perf@sard,under the supervision of a chiropractor who is approved by
mance of a chiropractic adjustment, the analysis of a diagnostie examining board to supervise the clinical training of the stu-
test or clinical information or any practice or service that théent or graduate and who is licensed under this chapter and is
examining board, by rule, prohibits a chiropractor from delgesponsibldor the student’s or graduate’s practice in an infirmary,
gating to a person who is not licensed under this chapter.  clinic, hospital or private chiropractic office that is connected or
(c) A chiropractor who delegates the performance of a serviegsociated for training purposes with a college of chiropractic
that is adjunctive to the practice of chiropractic to a person whpproved by the examining board.
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(b) An individual who is licensed to practice chiropractic in 4. Subjectto ss. 111.321, 111.322, and 111.335, submits evi-
another state or territory of the United States and who practicksce satisfactory to the examining board that the indivithes
chiropractic under the jurisdiction of the U.S. armed forces, aet have an arrest or conviction record.

defined in s. 40.02 (57m), federal public health service or U.S. 5. completes any other requirements established by the
department of veterans affairs. examining board by rule.

(¢) An individual who is licensed to practice chiropractic in by The department shall assign a unique certificate number to
anotherstate or territory of the Unlt.ed States orin another coungﬁéch individual certified under this section.
and who holds a temporary permit that is granted under the ru e?3) (a) The renewal date and fees for a certificate issued under

promulgated under sub. (3r). . . . Ehis section are specified in s. 440.08 (2) (a).
(d) A person who performs adjunctive services that are dele- . . . ; S .
gated to the person under sub. (7). (b) A chlropractlc radiological techmqan shall, at the time that_
he or she applies for renewal of a certificate under par. (a), submit

. (1O)d (a)t' At’chiropractortmay waive all or 3 %Ortit(')[; Ofdarbﬁidence satisfactory to the examining board that he or she has
Insuréd patients copayments, coinsurance, or deductibles dug prleted at least 12 continuing educational credit hours in pro-

a chiropractor who engages in the practice of chiropractic . Qe
behalf of the insured patient f all of the following are satisfied.BFE(TT?E:e%t]?sbslésc?;disbge;ﬂgiﬁp_)2??ligg$t§gog¥vit:i§)£mm'ng board.

1. The chiropractor receives from and maintains written docHistory: 2009 a. 28.
umentation of the patient’s financial hardship, as defined by the
examining board by rule. 446.026 Regulation of chiropractic technicians. (1)

2. The chiropractor accurately reports to the patient’s insuf@ No person may provide adjunctive services unless the person
the actual fee charged, if any, to the patient. If the chiropraci®ra chiropractic technician and is under the direct, on—premises
waives all or a portion of the patient’'s copayments, coinsuransgpervision of a chiropractor licensed under this chapter.
or deductibles due to the chiropractor, the chiropractor may not(b) Except as provided in s. 446.025 (1) (b), no person may
seek payment from the insurer for any portion of the copaymegiésignatéimself or herself as a “chiropractic technician” or “chi-
coinsurance, or deductible waived by the chiropractor unless tagractor technician,” use or assume the title “chiropractic techni-
claim for the services related to the copayment, coinsurancecin” or*“chiropractor technician” or any title that includes “chiro-
deductible iseduced by an equal amount. In this subdivision anglactic technician” or “chiropractor technician,” append to the
in par. (b), “insurer” has the meaning given in s. 600.03 (27). person’s name the letters “C.T.,” or use any other title or designa-

(b) A chiropractor who violates par. (a) shall refund the insuréon that represents or implies that he or she is a chiropractic tech-
for all payments received from the insurer that are related to thieian unless the person is certified by the examining board under
day on which gatient’s payment was waived or reduced or for thiis section.
course of treatment for which the patient's payment was waived 2y (a) The examining board shall certify as a chiropractic

or reduced. technician an individual who does all of the following:
History: 1975 c. 39, 199, 383; 1977 c. 29, 418; 1979 c. 98, 162, 337; 1981 c. 380; . o
1991 a. 39; 1993 a. 31; 1995 a. 94, 166; 2001 a. 70; 2005 a. 25; 2007 a. 20, 104; 2006L. Submits an application to the department on a form pro-

a. 28. vided by the department.

Cross Reference:See also Chir, Wis. adm. code. - .
A chiropractor has no duty to refer to a physician a patient who is not treatable 2. Pays the fee specified in s. 440.05 (1).

through chiropractic means. Chiropractors aren’t held to medical standard of care. 3, Submits evidence satisfactory to the examining board that
Kerkman v. Hintz, 142 Wis. 2d 404, 418 N.W.2d 795 (1988). P

A chiropractor has a duty of informed consent to make such disclosures as WI? In_dl_\”dual has Completed a course of StUdy approved by the
enable a reasonable person under the circumstances confronting the patient to @@mining board.

cisethe right to consent to, or to refuse, the procedure proposed or to request an alter- : : i
native treatment or method of diagnosis. Hannemann v. Boyson, 2005 WI| 94, 282 4. Subject to ss. 111.321, 111.322, and 111.335, submits evi

Wis. 2d 664, 698 N.W.2d 714, 03-1527. dence satisfactory to the examining board that the indivithes
_ _ _ _ _ not have an arrest or conviction record.
446.025 Regulation of chiropractic radiological tech- 5. Completes any other requirements established by the

nicians. (1) (a) No person may provide X-ray services ogxamining board by rule.

behalf of a chiropractor in connection with the practice of chiro- )y o gepartment shall assign a unique certificate number to
practic unless the person is a chiropractic radiological technici

and is under the direct, on—premises supervision of a chiroprac‘:%‘(fh individual certified under this section.

licensed under this chapter. (3) (&) The renewal date and fees for a certificate issued under

(b) No person may designate himself or herself as a “chir%'—IS sectlon'are spegﬁed 'n, S 440.08 (2) (a). )
practic radiological technician” or “chiropractor radiological (b) A chiropractic technician shall, at the time that he or she
technician,” use or assume the title “chiropractic radiologic@Pplies for renewal of a certificaader par. (a), submit evidence
technician” or “chiropractor radiological technician” or any titisatisfactory to the examining board that he or she has completed
that includes “chiropractic radiological technician”or “chiropracat least 6 continuing educational credit hours in programs estab-
tor radiological technician,” append to the person’s name the léghed by rules promulgated by the examining board.
ters “C.R.T.,” or use any other title or designation that represent§OTE: This section is created eff. 7-1-10 by 2009 Wis. Act 28.
or implies that he or she is a chiropractic radiological techniciarf!'sto": 2009 a. 28.
unless the person is certified by the examining board under
section.

(2) (a) The examining board shall certify as a chiropra
radiological technician an individual who does all of the follo

t2!'?6.028 Continuing education approval; program
sponsors. Each program sponsor of a continuing education pro-

itvgam required to be completed by a chiropractor as a condition of
license renewal shall submit the program to the examining board

ing: ) L for approval. In this section, “program sponsor” means the Wis-

1. Submits an application to the department on a form piQsnsin Chiropractic Association, the International Chiropractors

vided by the department. Association, a college of chiropractic approved by the examining
2. Pays the fee specified in s. 440.05 (1). board, and a college of medicine or osteopathy accredited by an

3. Submits evidence satisfactory to the examining board tlaatrediting body listed as nationally recognized by the secretary
the individual has completed a course of study approved by tifehe federal department of education. “Program sponsor” does
examining board. not include an individual, organization, or institution of higher
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education approved under s. 46.03 (38) to provide instruction in(b) Advertising professional superiority or performance of
the use of an automated external defibrillator. professional services in a superior manner.

History: 2009 a. 28. History: 1979 c. 162, 337, 355; 1987 a. 264, 1991 a. 207, 315; 2009 a. 28.

Cross Reference:See also s. Chir 6.01, Wis. adm. code.
446.03 Reprimand; revocation, limitation, or suspen- ) )
sion of a license or certificate. ~ The examining board, by 446.05 Procedure for hearings. (1) Subject to the rules
order, may reprimand a licensee, certificate holder, or registr@f@mulgated under s. 440.03 (1), the examining board may make
and may deny, limit, suspend or revoke any license, certificatedfestigations and conduct hearings in regard to the conduct of

certificate of registration if the licensee, certificate holderegr Ny licensed chiropractor who, it has reason to believe, violated
istrant does any of the following: S. 446.02 or 446.03. The person complained against may proceed

(1) Obtains the license, certificate, or certificate of registrd2 '€View any action of the examining board under ch. 227.
tion through error or fraud. (Im) (a) Subject to the rules promulgated under s. 440.03 (1),

(2) Is addicted to alcohol or other drugs. the examining board may make investigations and conduct hear-
(3) Is hereafter convicted in a court of competent jurisdictiof, 2 inregard to the conduct of any chiropractic radiological tech-
p ) Rician who, it has reason to believe, violated s. 446.025 or 446.03.

either within or withouthis state, or in federal court, of any viola-ry o person complained against may proceed to review any action
tion ofany law governing the practice of chiropractic or of any fe 5 the examining board under ch, 227.

ony, subject to ss. 111.321, 111.322 and 111.335, a certified cop)(b) Subject to the rules promulgated under s. 440.03 (1), the

of the record of conviction to be conclusive evidence of such con-}-/. > - I .
viction. examining board may make investigations and conduct hearings

. . . in regard to the conduct of any chiropractic technician who, it has
(4) Has obtained or sought to obtain anything of value hy,qon taelieve, violated s. 446.026 or 446.03. The person com-

fraudulent rgpresentation inl the practice of chiropractic. plained against may proceed to review any action of the examin-
(5) Is guilty of unprofessional conduct. ing board under ch. 227.
(6) Has continued practice, knowingly having an infectious or (2) Upon application and satisfactory proof that the cause of
contagious disease. such revocation or suspension no longer exists, the examining

(7) Maintains a professional connection or association witfbard may reinstate any license, certificate, or registration sus-
any other person continuing to violate this chapter after 10 daggnded or revoked by it. This subsection does not apply to a

notice in writing by the department. license, certificate, or registration that is suspended under s.
History: 1977 c. 29, 125, 418; 1981 c. 334 s. 25 (1); 1981 c. 380; 1983 a. 289; 19910.13 (2) (c) or that is revoked under s. 440.12.

a. 39; 2009 a. 28. History: 1977 c. 418; 1997 a. 191, 237; 2009 a. 28.

446.04  Unprofessional conduct. Unprofessional conduct 44606  Injunction to enforce this chapter.  If it appears

includes without limitation because of enumeration, all of the f°'Upon complaint to the examining board by any person or it is

lowing: . , known to the examining board that any person is violating this
(1) Any conduct of a character likely to deceive or defraud thgapter, the examining board or the district attorney of the proper

public. county may investigate and may, in addition to any other reme-

(2) Loaning of a chiropractic license or certificate to anyonelies, bring action in the name of and on behalf of the state against
(4) Splitting or dividing any fee for chiropractic service withany such person to enjoin such person from such violations.
any person except an associate licensed chiropractor. History: 1981 c. 390 s. 252.

~ (5) Use of unprofessional advertising which inclqde§, withouiyg 07 Penalty. Anyone violating this chapter may be fined

limitation because of enumeration, all of the following: not more than $10,000 or imprisoned for not more than 9 months
(a) Any advertising statement of a character tending to decepsenoth.

or mislead the public. History: 1997 a. 283; 2001 a. 109.
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