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CHAPTER 280
PURE DRINKING WATER

280.01 Definitions. 280.19 Registration exceptions.

280.11  Pure drinking water; powers of department. 280.21 Local authority.

280.13  Additional powers of department. 280.25 Report on aquifer recovery system.

280.15 Well drilling and pump installing; registration; licensing; qualifications280.30  Well abandonment and property transfer inspections.
fee. 280.97 Penalties.

280.16  Prohibition on use of certain devices in wells. 280.98 Citations.

280.17 Exceptions.

Cross Reference:See also chs. NR 809, 811, 812, and 845, Wis. adm. code.to carry out and enforce the provisions of this chapter. It may,
- . ) among other things:

280.01 Definitions. In this chapter: (a) Employ a&competent supervisor to supervise and inspect all
(1) “Department” means the department of natural resourc@gell drilling and pump installing operations and aid in the
(2) “Groundwater” means subsurface water supplied f@nforcement of all laws and rules governing the well drilling and

human consumption. pump installing industries. The department may also employ
(2e) “Licensedpump installer” means any individual who ha@ssistan'ts, pregcribg their respective qualifications and salaries

paid the annual license fee under s. 280.15 (2m) (c) 2. afl assign their duties.

obtained a license under s. 280.15 (2m) as a pump installer. ~ (b) Conduct investigations and experiments for the advance-
(2m) “Licensed well driller” means any individual who hagnent oftechnical knowledge and ascertain and establish the cause

paid the annual license fee under s. 280.15 (2m) (c) 1. dfdgroundwater pollution and for the casing of wells or other
obtained a license under s. 280.15 (2m) as a well driller. means of protection, and may hold public meetings and attend or
(5) “Pump installing” means the industry and procedwlée represented a_t such meetings within or without the stat_e.
employed irthe placement and preparation for operation of equ(ifﬁ (c) Enterand inspect at reasonable hours We_lls and equipment
ment and materials utilized in withdrawing or obtaining watéP€reof, all water supplies for human consumption on private or
from a well for consumption or use, including all constructioRUblic property or may order necessary corrections and repairs of
involved in making entrance to the well and establishing sugAnstruction omay order discontinuances of any well and the use

seals and safeguards as are necessary to protect such water@rdis water, if found contaminated, polluted or unfit for human
contamination. consumption. It may also disseminate information relative to the

(6) “Well’ means an excavation or opening into the grounaonstruction,_ source and pr_otection of _such water supply.
made bydigging, boring, drilling, driving or other methods for the (d) Require any well driller, pump installer or other person
purpose of obtaining groundwater for human consumption. responsibldor a water supply to secure an analysis of water by the

) e . laboratory of hygiene or by any laboratory accredited by the
(8) “Well drilling” means the industry and procedureyo o iment to establish the purity and fitness of such water for
employed in obtaining groundwater from a well by digging, bo

ing, drilling, driving or other methods but not including the drivbu&agncgc;;lggrzﬁgﬂnbgnsdugor:]ic:?ergtiztlt%glérgggﬁfﬁeﬁtreport of each
ing of points for the purpose of obtaining ground water. It shé‘W (e) Prepare and cause to be printed any codes bl.JIIetins or other
also include all construction work and installation of well casin P p ny '

gfocuments that the department determines are necessary for the

g]gz?rlgtvﬁlllhnt\i/grl]\,/ed therein for the protection of such well wat Safety ofthe public health and the betterment of the industries, and
History: 1983 a. 189; 1995 a. 227 s. 938; Stats. 1995 s. 280.01; 2005 a, 36qUNISN copies of those documents to licensed well drillers,
licensed pump installers and to the public upon request.
280.11 Pure drinking water; powers of department. (f) Furnish upon request of the owner of any well, or any well
(1) The department shall, after a public hearing, prescribe, pwisiller or pump installer, recommendations for obtaining and
lish and enforce minimum reasonable standards and rulesgnd maintaining a safe water supply for human consumption.
ulations for methods to be pursued in the obtaining of pure drink-(2) The department may on its own motion make investiga-
ing water for human consumption and the establishing of @thns and conduct hearings and may, on its own motion or upon
safeguards deemed necessary in protecting the public heaimplaint inwriting, duly signed and verified by the complainant,
against the hazards of polluted sources of impure water supphieg upon not less than 10 days’ notice to the licensed well driller
intended or used for human consumption, including minimuer licensed pump installer, suspend or revoke as provided in subs.
reasonablstandards for the construction of well pits. It shall hay@) and (4) any well driller's or pump installer’s license if the
general supervision and control of all methods of obtainingpartment has reason to believe or finds that the holder of the
groundwater for human consumption including sanitary condicense has done any of the following:
tions surrounding the same, the construction or reconstruction of;z) Made a material misstatement in the application for the

wellsand generally to prescribe, amend, modify or repeal any rylgense or any application for a renewal of the license.

or regulation theretofore prescribed and shall do and perform any(p) Demonstrated incompetency to act in the industry or indus-
act deemed necessary for the safeguarding of public health. a5 For which the license was issued.

(2) In the conduct of any public hearing on the establishing, (c) willfully violated a second time any provision of this chap-

amending or repealing of any such standards or rules, agyor any rule, regulation or order prescribed by the department.
employee designated by the department may act for the departyy) geen found guilty in any civil or criminal proceeding of any
ment in holding such public hearing.

S ) , action constituting fraud in connection with the well driller’s or
Crose Reference: See also che. NR 806, 811, 812, and 845, Wis. adm. cade PUMIP installer's well drilling or pump installing operations.
(3) The department shall serve a copy of the complaint with
280.13 Additional powers of department. (1) The notice of the suspension of license, if ordered by the department,
departmeninay exercise such powers as are reasonably necessarjthe person complained against, and the person shall file an
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answer with the department and the complainant within 10 days 1. Well drilling business, $50.
after service. The department shall set the matter for hearing as2. pump installing business, $25.

promptly as possible and within 30 days after the date on which 5 \ye drilling business and pump installing business, $75
the complaint was filed. Either party may appear at the hearing, | ) oo . N '
in person or by attorney or agent. (e) Late fees.A person who files aapplication for registration
4) The depart t t mak d i i renewal or who fails to pay the required annual registration fees
(4) The department may not make an order revoking a lice er January 1 shall pay a late penalty of $15.

under sub. (2) until after a public hearing to be held before the 7 g . . . .
department in the county where the licensee has his or her placé Expiration. All registrations issued under this subsection
of business. If the licensee is a nonresident, the hearing shalf§giré on December 31 of each year and are not transferable.
at the place that the department designates. At least 10 days prid2m) WELL DRILLER AND PUMP INSTALLER LICENSING. (&)

to the hearing the department shall send written notice of the tifgeplication. An individual who seeks a well driller or pump
and place of the hearing to the licensee and to the licensee’s atfsitaller license shall apply to the department on a form prepared
ney or agent of record by mailing the notice to the last-knovy the department. The individual shall include the fee specified
address of those persons. The testimony presented and prod@gegr. (c) with the application.

ings had at the hearing shall be recorded and preserved as th) Renewal.In order to retain his or her license as a well driller
records of the department. The department shall as soon as pppump installer an individual shall comply with requirements for
sible after the hearing make its findings and determination aceohtinuing education promulgated by the department by rule and

send a copy to each interested party. shall apply for license renewal and pay the required license fees
(5) One year after the date of revocation or thereafter a perswgler par. (c) annually on or before January 1.

whose license was revoked may apply for a new license. (c) Fees. The license fees required for license application or
(6) No individual whose license has been revoked under tl@snual renewal are as follows:

section mayduring the period in which the revocation iteefive, 1. Well driller, $50.

engage in any well drilling or pump installing activity except 5 Pump installer, $25.
under the direct supervision of a licensed well driller or licensed R ) C
pump installer and as an employee of a licensed well driller,.a(d) Late fees. An individual who files an application for
licensed pump installer, a registered well drilling business, ogl%\ense renewal or pays the required annual fees after January 1
registered pump installing business. shall pay a late penalty of $15. _
History: 1975 c. 39; 1977 c. 418; 1993 a. 482; 1995 a. 227 s. 939; Stats. 1995 s(€) Prerequisites for pump installer licens&he department
280.13; 1997 a. 191; 2005 a. 360. ) may not issue a pump installer license unless the applicant demon-
Cross Reference:See also ch. NR 122 and s. NR 128.60, Wis. adm. code. strates competency in pump installing by passing an examination

280.15 Well drilling and pump installing; registration; administered by the departmgnt. .

licensing; qualifications; fee. (1) BUSINESSREGISTRATION. (f) Prerequisites for well driller licenseThe department may
(a) Registration requiremen]‘NO person may engage in the businot ISsue a We” dr|”er I|Cense Unless a“ Of the f0||OWIng apply
ness of well drilling or pump installing in this state unless the per- 1. The applicant demonstrates competency in well drilling by
son obtains registration under this paragraph as a well drillipgssing an examination administered by the department.

business or pump installing business, except as follows: 2. Except as provided in par. (g), the applicant has been a reg-
1. An individual who is a licensed well driller or a licensedstered drilling rig operator for at least 2 years within the 5 years
pump installer is not required to obtain registration. before applying, has complied with training and continuing

2. An individual who is employed by or works under contrag@ducation requirements under sub. (3g), and has the well drilling
with a licensed well driller or a licensed pump installer is n&Xperience required by the department by rule.
required to obtain registration. (g) Exceptions.1. The department may issue a well driller
3. Anindividual who is employed by or works under contradicense to an applicant who does not comply with par. (f) 2. if the
with a person who is registered under this paragraph is @@plicant complies with par. (f) 1. and holds a well driller license

required to obtain registration. in good standing from another state and the department deter-
4. An individual to whom sub. (4) or s. 280.19 applies is n ines that the other state has laws and rules governing well dril-
required to obtain registration. ing and licensing of well drillers that are substantially similar to

(am) Prerequisite. The department may not grant registratioH]IS state’s laws and rules. ) ) )
under par. (a) to a persondngage in the business of well drilling 2. The department shall establish alternative requirements to
unless the person is a licensed well driller, a licensed well drilg&!- (f) 2. for applicants who have gained well drilling experience
has an ownership interest in the business, or the person empR§fére June 1, 2008.
or contracts with a licensed well driller. The department may not (3g) DRILLING RIG OPERATORREGISTRATION. (@) Application.
grant registration under par. (a) to a person to engage in the basiindividual who seeks registration as a drilling rig operator shall
ness of pump installing unless the person is a licensed puamply to the department on a form prepared by the department.
installer, dicensed pump installer has an ownership interest in thée individual shall include a fee of $25.
business, or the person employs or contracts with a licensed pumgh) Renewal. In order to retain registration as a drilling rig
installer. operator an individual shall complete training approved by the
(b) Application. A person who seeks to register a well drillinglepartment and comply with requirements for continuing educa-
business opump installing business shall apply to the departmetitn promulgated by the department by rule and shall apply for
for registration of each place of business or retail outlet he or shgistration renewal and pay a fee of $25 annually on or before
operates as a well drilling business, pump installing businessJanuary 1.
both, upon forms prepared by the department for this purpose(d) Late fees.An individual who files an application for regis-
The application shall be accompanied by a registration fee fgjtion renewal or who pays the required annual fee after January
each place of business or retail outlet included in the applicatiarshall pay a late penalty of $15.

(c) Renewal. In order to retain registration as a well drilling (3r) Supervision. (a) Requirement.Except as provided in

business or pump installing business a person shall apply for rgg. (h) and sub. (4), an individual who is not a licensed well driller
istration renewal and pay the required registration fees annualya registered drilling rig operator may only engage in well dril-

on or before January 1. ling if the individual is under the supervision of a licensed well
(d) Registration fee The fees required for registration applicadriller or a registered drilling rig operator who is on site of the
tion or annual renewal are as follows: well drilling.
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(b) Exception. Paragraph (a) does not apply to an individuassistance a fee for those services. Fees may not exceed the
performing well drilling of a public well for a local governmentablepartment’s actual costs of providing the services.
unit if the individual applies for registration under sub. (3g) N0 (4) Review anp AupIT. The department shall review and audit
later than 14 days after the day on which the individual beginsggriodically each ordinance and program adopted under s. 59.70
perform the well drilling. (6) to ascertain compliance with this chapter and with rules of the

(4) WoRrk ON OWN REAL ESTATE. No person is required to department under this chapter. If@dinance or related program
obtain a registration or license under this section for driving, dig-not in compliance, the department may revoke the authority of
ging or otherwise obtaining groundwater supply on real estat® county to enforce the ordinance. Revocation may be made
owned orleased by that person, but the well and the work done @fly pursuant to written department findings made after a public
the well shall comply with the law and the rules promulgated Iparing held in the county upon 30 days advance notice to the

the department. clerk of the local unit of government.
a I]—_hos?torzyooé.gzi%ggoz? 1995 a. 227 s. 940; Stats. 1995 s. 280.15; 1999 a. 85; 2001(5) CONCURRENTENEORCEMENT. Thedepartment may enforce

this chapter and rules of tdepartment under this chapter that are
280.16 Prohibition on use of certain devices in wells. covered by an ordinance adopted under s. 59.70 (6), in the county

(1) In this section, “pitiess adapter” means a device that attacké#) the ordinance, ithe department is engaged in audit or review

a well casing pipe to an underground pipe that conveys water fragiivities, if there iseasonable cause to believe that the ordinance

the well. or related enforcement program of the county is not in compliance
(2) No person may install a pitless adapter that extends into Hider sub. (4) or if the department determines that there are spe-

inside of a well casing pipe except if the sand screen is perrf@ Circumstances requiring concurrent enforcement. — The
nently attached to the bottom of a well casing pipe that is cdfgPartment shall continue to enforce this chapter and rules of the

structed opolyvinyl chloride. Only the following may install pit- departmentnder this chapter that are not covered by an ordinance
less adapters: in counties with ordinances adopted under s. 59.70 (6).

(@) A licensed pump installer History: 1983 a. 410; 1995 a. 201; 1995 a. 227 s. 944, Stats. 1995 s. 280.21.

(b) An employee of a licensed pump installer or a registergdg o5 Report on aquifer recovery system. (1) In this
pump installing business. section:

() A \(/jvelder u.nder”c.onttr)act. with a licensed pump installer or (a) “Aquifer storage and recovery system” has the meaning
registered pump installing business. given in s. 160.257 (1).

History: 1997 a. 122; 2005 a. 360. “ .. " . . .
(b) “Municipal water system” has the meaning given in s.

280.17 Exceptions. The provisions of this chapter shall notl60.257 (1) (c).

apply to the construction of wells where the water is used only for(2) The operator of a municipal water system that uses an

stock watering and other similar domestic purposes and is aquifer storage and recovery system shall submit a report to the

used for human consumption. department, no later than the first day of the 60th month after
History: 1995 a. 227 s. 941; Stats. 1995 s. 280.17. beginning to operate the aquifer storage and recovery system,

. . . . i . describing the experience that the operator has had with using the
280.19 Registration exceptions.  No registration or license aquifer storage and recovery system.

to engage in the well drilling or pump installing industry is History: 2001 a. 109.
required of competent sanitary engineers or of superintendents of
waterworks systems in the preparations of plans and specifisgg 30 Wwell abandonment and property transfer
tions or in supervising the installation of wells and water SySteﬁ'f‘%pections. (1) Derinmion. Notwithstanding s. 280.01 (6), in
for the obtaining of supplies of groundwater, but the plans affs section, “water supply well” means an excavation or opening
specificationsshall conform to all requirements established by thgiq the ground made by digging, boring, drilling, or other method
dipartmelr;'gs 227 s. 942; Stats. 1995 s. 280.19; 2005 a. 360 that supplies water for any purpose.

istory: 19958 227 s, 942 Slals. 1995 . 260.19; 2005 &, 360. (2) ABANDONMENT. An individual may not fill or seal a water

280.21 Local authority. (1) OrDINANCES. The department supply well unless one of the following applies:

may authorize counties to adopt ordinances under s. 59.70 (6) (bja) The individual is a licensed well driller or licensed pump
and (c), relating to the enforcement of this chapter and rules of iinstaller.

department under this chapter. The department shall establish byh) The individual is under the supervision of a licensed well
rule standards for approval of ordinances and enforcement pifitier or licensed pump installer or the individual is under the

grams. Among other things, the rules may: supervision of a water system operator certified under s. 281.17
() Include personnel, training, reporting and other requirgs) and the well is within the service area of the local governmen-
ments; tal water system for which the certified operator works. The
(b) Establish separate standards for different categorieslieénsed ocertified individual is not required to be present during
wells and enforcement actions; the filling or sealing.
(c) Require approval by the department before a variance mayc) The individual is a water system operator certified under
be granted; and s. 281.17 (3) and the well is within the service area of the local

(d) Establish exemptions from licensing or alternate licensiggvernmental water system for which the individual works.
requirements for replacement of a pump in an emergency. (3) PROPERTYTRANSFERWELL INSPECTIONS. (a) An individual

(2) PrIvaTE WELLS. The department shall define by rule “pri-may not for compensation, in contemplation of a transfer of real
vate well” anq “private wells” as used in this section and s. 59.pfbperty, conduct an inspection of the real property for the pur-
(6). The definition may not include wells for which plans angose of locating or evaluating water supply wells or pressure sys-
specifications must be submitted to the department for approj@hs on the real property unless the individual is a licensed well
pl’lor to construction or installation. dri”er ora |icensed pump insta”er'

_(3) TraNING. The department shall provide training and tech- (1) The department shall promulgate rules for inspections and

nical assistance to local government employees and agentsg{p§|ations described in par. (a).
implementation of this section and s. 59.70 (6). The departmenisiory: 2005 a. 360.
may charge each county which receives training and technicatross Reference:See s. NR 812.26, Wis. adm. code.
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280.97 Penalties. Except as provided in s. 280.98 (3), any (3) A person who commits a violation specified under sub. (2)
person who violates any provision of this chapter, shall be finshall, ifthe department issues a citation under sub. (1), be required
not less than $10 or more than $100 or imprisoned not more thauforfeit $500 for a first violation and $1,000 for a 2nd or subse-
30 days, or both. Each day during which a violation continuggent violation of the same provision.
constitutes a separate offense that may be punished separately.4) The department shall promulgate rules that specify an
o Hictory: 1993 a. 482; 1995 2. 227 5. 943; Stats. 1995 s. 280.97; 1997 a. 27 fiforcement process that the department must follow before issu-
ing a citation under sub. (1). The department shall include in the
280.98 Citations. (1) Except as provided in sub. (5), theenforcement process under this subsection an enforcement con-
department may follow the procedures for the issuance of a cfierence with the person against whom enforcement is contem-
tion under ss. 23.50 to 23.99 to collect a forfeiture as specifiedpiated.
sub. (3) from a person who commits a violation specified under (5) Subsection (1) does not apply to a community water sys-
sub. (2). tem, aglefined in s. 281.62 (1) (a), that is owned by a city, village,
(2) The department shall promulgate rules that specify violeawn, county, town sanitary district, utility district, public inland
tions of rules under this chapter relating to licensing; registratidake protection and rehabilitation district, or municipal water dis-
disinfection, sampling, and reporting requirements; water sysict, or by a privately owned water utility serving any of the fore-
tems that were installed before Februar¢991; and well or drill going.
hole abandonment to which sub. (1) applies. History: 2005 a. 360.
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