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CHAPTER 83

COUNTY HIGHWAYS

83.001 Definition. 83.065 County road and bridge fund; tax levy.

83.01 County highway commissioner. 83.07  Acquisition of lands, quarries, gravel pits; relocation; eminent domain.
83.013  County traffic safety commissions. 83.08 Acquisition of lands and interest therein.

83.015 County highway committee. 83.09 Emergency repairs of county trunk highways.

83.016 Traffic patrol officers, appointment, duties, bond. 83.11 Marking section and quarter section corners in highways.

83.018 Road supplies; committee may sell to municipalities. 83.12 Cattle passes.

83.02 County aid highways. 83.13 Guideboards.

83.025 County trunk highways. 83.14 County aid on town and village initiative.

83.026 Federal aid secondary highways. 83.15  Aid by county for state line bridge or highway.

83.027 Controlled-access highways. 83.16 County may contract with foreign county.

83.03 County aid; local levy; donations. 83.17 County may assume compensation liability; agreements with localities.
83.035 Streets and highways, construction. 83.18 Entry on lands.

83.04 Highway construction by county; noncontract work; payments. 83.19 Temporary highways and detours.

83.05 Improving streets over 18 feet wide. 83.20 Highways, lighting.

83.06 Maintenance of county aid highways. 83.42 Rustic roads system.

83.001 Definition. In this chapter, “department” means thassistants aare necessary for the proper performance of the com-
department of transportation. missioner’s duties.

History: 1985 a. 223. (5) Bonb. The county highway commissioner shall give bond
in such sum as the county board shall from time to time require.

83.01 County highway commissioner. 1) ELECTIONOR . .
y g Y (1) (6) PayMENT OFSALARIES. The salaries, expenses of maintain-

APPOINTMENT. (a) Except as provided under pars. (b) and (c), the ‘ -
county board shall elect a county highway commissioner. If tfid &n office and the necessary traveling expenses of the county

county board fails to elect a county highway commissioner, t ghway commissioner, assistants and special highway patrolmen

tv shall not participate in state allot ts for high " In"counties having su.ch patrqlmen may be paid monthly out of _the
county shafl not participate in state aflofments for highways general fund after being audited and approved by the county high-

(b) In counties having a population of 500,000 or more, thgay committee. All such expenditures out of the general fund
COUEW fjll_%hway Comhm:(Sj$lont$1r shall_tr?llso l;e the tdlrﬁ_Ctr?r of pub§gall be reimbursed out of moneys received under s. 86.30.
WOrks. *hie Person hoiding the POSITion of county nighway com- (7) DuTIES. () Except as provided under s. 83.015 (2) (b), the

missioner and director of public works, under the classified ser- ; =P .
vice, on June 16, 1974, shall continue in that capacity under cQUNY highway commissioner shall have charge, under the direc-

service status until death, resignation or removal from such pd&h of the county highway committee, of the construction of high-

tion. Thereafter the county executive shall appoint as succesdgySbuilt with county aid and of the maintenance of all highways
a director of transportation who shall assume the duties of coufitgintained by the county.
highwaycommissioner and director of public works and is subject (b) Except as provided under s. 83.015 (2) (b), the county high-
to confirmation by the county board, as provided in s. 59.17 (@ay commissioner shall perform all duties required by the county
(bm). boardand by the county highway committee and shall do or cause
(c) Except as provided under par. (b), in any county with!@ be done all necessary engineering and make all necessary
county executive or a county administrator, the county executig&aminations for the establishment, construction, improvement
or county administrator shall appoint and supervise the cou maintenance of highways. The county highway commis-
highway commissioner. The appointment is subject to confirmgloner shall establish such grades and make such surveys and
tion by the county board unless the county board, by ordinang&Ps ocause the same to be made as the commissioner considers
elects to waive confirmation or unless the appointment is ma@f@Per, and examine the highways and report as to the condition
under a civil service system competitive examination procediferoads, bridges and culverts, and make estimates of the cost of
establishedinder s. 59.52 (8) or ch. 63. Notwithstanding s. 83.31€ improvement thereof, and of the cost of any relocation when
(7) (a) and (b), the highway commissioner is subject only to tfRauired to do so or when the commissioner considers the same
supervision of the county executive or county administrator. €asonably necessary.

(2) Term. (a) Unless the county board establishes a different (¢) The county highway commissioner shall have charge of all

term of service by ordinance, the county highway commissiorfé@unty road machinery and tools, and shall be responsible to the
shall serve for a term of 2 years, except as provided in par. (byountyboard for their proper maintenance, repair and storage, and
Shall in the annual report required under par. (d) make a complete

(b) Unless the county board establishes a different term of Sg(entory ofthe same, which inventory shall show the date of pur-

vice under par. (a), upon his or her first election or appointment {g;se he Jocation and condition of such machinery and tools, and
county highway commissioner shall serve until the first Mondaye «ost and present value thereof.

in January of the 2nd year succeeding the year of the election or . o
appointment. (d) The county highway commissioner shall make an annual

. .. report tothe department and to the county board at its annual meet-
(3) SaLary. The salary of the county highway commissiongqy containing an itemized statement of all expenditures made
shall be as determined under s. 59.22. from the county road and bridge fund during the year ending
(4) OFFICE AND ASSISTANTS. The county board shall provide November 1. The commissioner shall include in the report an
the county higher commissioner with suitable offices and suitemized estimate of the amount needed to properly maintain the
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county trunk highways in the county for the succeeding year am@ént, the county board, the county highway committee or any
shall make such recommendations as deemed advisable.  other appropriate branch of local government.

(e) The county highway commissioner and the commission- (b) Counties may combine for the purposes of par. (a), if
er’'s employees may enter private lands for the purpose of makitegired.

surveys or inspections. (c) The commissions shall file a report on each meeting with
(f) Whenever any fence encroaches upon any highway on the department.

county trunk or state trunk system, the county highway commis-(2) The department shall furnish each commission with traffic
sioner may issue an order requiring the owner or occupant of ft@ident data and uniform traffic citation data for the rural, fed-
land to which such fence is appurtenant to remove the fence frg), state, and county highways in the jurisdictions represented in
the highway within 30 days. The order shall be served personallych commission, which shall identify the accident rates and

or by registered mail. If the fence is not sooner removed the cOffrest rates on theirdtiways, and shall aiso furnish a suitable map
missioner shall, after the expiration of 30 days, remove the fengg.se in spotting accidents.

The commissioner shall keep an accurate account of the expenggiory: 1971 c. 125, 279; 1975 ¢. 381, 421; 1977 c. 29; 1981 c. 314; 1983 a. 291;
thereof which shall be paid by the county. The expense shallibgs a. 223 s. 5; 1993 a. 246; 1997 a. 27; 1999 a. 150 s. 672.

charged to the town in which such lands are situated and shall be ) ]

added to its tax roll as a special tax against such lands, and sh&@15 County highway committee. (1) ELECTION; com-

be collected and accounted for as other county taxes are. IfRRNSATION;TERM. (a) Except as otherwise provided in par. (c) each

claim of encroachment is disputed, the dispute shall be decide@gtntyboard at the annual meeting shall by ballot elect a commit-
the manner prescribed by s. 86.04 (3). tee of not less than 3 nor more than 5 persons, to serve for one year,

biginning gher as soon as elected or on January 1 following their

ction, as designated by the county board, and until their succes-

rs are elected. Any vacancy in the committee may be filled until
next meeting of the county board by appointment made by the
irperson of the board. The committee shall be known as the
nty highway committee”, and shall be the only committee
esenting the county in the expenditure of county funds in

(g) The county commissioner shall compile and maintain
record of the laying out, alteration, or discontinuance of all higfi-
ways in the county outside the limits of cities and villages. T
record shall be known as the county highway register and be
in the manner or form prescribed by the department. The cou
highway commissioner or agents shall have access to the rec
of town clerks and may have temporary custody of such as are - - vy C . L
essary for the purpose of making accurate and appropriate co §stiruhcvt\;2gsomamta|n|ng, or aiding in constructing or maintain-
thereof. The department shall assist in the compilation of t 9 yS- ) )
records and shall furnish to the county highway commissioner () The members of the county highway committee shall be
such information as the department deems appropriate relativéeigbursed for their necessary expenses incurred in the perfor-
the laying out of military, territorial, and such other roads as hafgnce otheir duties, and shall be paid the same per diem for time
been authorized by the legislature. The information containedigcessarily spent in the performance of their duties as is paid to
the county highway register shall be kept together in a locatiBiembers of other county board committees, not, however,
within the county that provides a safe repository for records @éceeding $500 for per diem, in addition to necessary expenses,
determined by theounty board and shall be accessible to the put§ any member in any year. A different amount may be fixed as
lic. Such county highway register may be supplemented frahinaximum by the county board.
time to time by the county highway commissioner and such sup-(c) Notwithstanding par. (a), each county board may fix the
plemental information is to be treated in the same fashion as thgnber of members on the county highway committee, the mem-
original county highway register all of which shall be admissiblgership, manner of appointment, method of filling vacancies and
in evidence. the terms of the members.

History: 1973 c. 262; 1977 ¢. 29 ss. 1654 (8) (¢), (d), (f), 1656 (43); 1977 c. 273; - - - -
1081 c217: 1985 & 29 1985 a, 223 5. 5: 1989 a. 171 1991 . 316: 1695 a, 201 1994d) The town chairperson of each town in which county aid

a. 35; 2005 a. 41, 401. construction is performed shall be a member of the county high-
Counties are without the power to furnish equipment or supplies or to contract@y committee, or shall act with such committee, on all matters
do repair work on private roads and driveways. 61 Atty. Gen. 304. affecting such construction in the town, if the town has voted a

County highway commissioners are appointed by the county board. Their sa :
is to be fixed, and may be changed during their term, under s. 59.15 (2) [n‘g\%tlon of the cost thereof.

59.22(2)]. 63 Atty. Gen. 286. o ) ) ~ (2) PowersaND DUTIES. (a) Except as provided under par. (b),
siﬁgﬁ“ggﬁ%‘j‘ggfﬁgo"'de for an indefinite term of office for a highway commigne county highway committee shall purchase and sell county road
machinery as authorized by the county board, determine whether
83.013 County traffic safety commissions. (1) (a) For €ach piece of county aid construction shall be let by contract or
each county, the county highway commissioner or a designagéd!! be done by day labor, enter into contracts in the name of the
representative, the chief county traffic law enforcement officer 6PUNty,and make necessary arrangements for the proper prosecu-
a designated representative, the county highway safety coordi#f} of the construction and maintenance of highways provided
tor, and a representative designated by the county board from d9ERY the county board, enter private lands with their employees
of the disciplines of education, medicine and law and 3 represefgal@move weeds and brush and erect or remove fences that are
tives involved in law enforcement, highways and highway safefgcessary to keep highways open for travel during the winter,
designated bthe secretary of transportation shall comprise a trgfiréct the expenditure of highway maintenance funds received
fic safety commission that shall meet at least quarterly to reviéi@m the state or provided by county tax, meet from time to time
traffic accident data from the county and other traffic safe@if the county seat to audit all payrolls and material claims and
related matters. The county board chairperson, or the couf@ychers resulting from the construction of highways and per-
executive ocounty administrator in a county having sudficefs, 10fm other duties imposed by law or by the county board.
may appoint additional persons to serve as a member of the countgb) In any county with a highway commissioner appointed
traffic safety commission. The commissions shall designate a pamnder s. 83.01 (1) (b) or (c), the county highway committee shall
son to prepare and maintain a spot map showing the locations®bnly a policy—-making body determining the broad outlines and
traffic accidents on county and town roads and on city and villagenciplesgoverning administration and the county highway com-
streets itthe population of the city or village is less than 5,000 amdissioner shall have the administrative powers and duties pre-
to maintain traffic accident data received from cities, villages asdribed for the county highway committee under par. (a), sub. (3)
townswith a population of 5,000 or more under s. 66.0141. Upda) and ss. 27.065 (4) (b) and (13), 32.05 (1) (a), 82.08, 83.01 (6),
each review, the commission shall make written recommend3.013, 83.018, 83.025 (1) and (3), 83.026, 83.035, 83.04, 83.05
tions for any corrective actions it deems appropriateealepart- (1), 83.07 to 83.09, 83.12, 83.14 (6), 83.17, 83.18, 83.42 (3) and
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(4), 84.01 (5), 84.06 (3), 84.07 (1) and (2), 84.09 (1), (3) (a) to @3.02 County aid highways. (1) The system of prospective

and (4), 84.10 (1), 86.04 (1) and (2), 86.07 (2), 86.19 (3), 86.84te highways heretofore selected by the county boards and
(1), 114.33 (5), 349.07 (2), 349.() and (10) and 349.15 (2). Noapproved by the highway commission are hereby validated but
statutory power, duty or function specified elsewhere for théthoutprejudice to the exercise of the power to change such sys-
county highway commissioner may be deemed impliedigms. Such systems are hereby designated as the county aid high-
repealed for the sole reason that reference to it has been omittayg system.

in this paragraph. (2) The department, on the petition of at least 100 freeholders,

(3) CosTACCOUNTINGSYSTEM. (@) Eacttounty board, except may, after investigation, make such alterations in the system of
in counties of a population of 500,000 or over, shall provide feépunty aid highways as it deems necessary to serve the public
and require the county highway committee and county highweerest.

department to use the system of cost accounting devised by thgz) The county board may alter such systems as provided in s.
department of revenue. 83.025 (1).

(b) Any variations, adjustments, corrections and revisions irHistory: 1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (8) (c); 1977 c. 418 s. 924 (48); 1985 a. 223 ss. 3, 5.
the system shall be made annually so as to be effective on January
1 of each year following the proposed change. 83.025 County trunk highways. (1) (a) The systems of

(c) Any changes so proposed in order to becofeetafe shall county trunk highways heretofore selected by county boards and

L roved by the department are hereby validated. Changes ma
be muuﬁl"% agreg d upon by thef dhepartment and a majority of € made inythe couﬁty trunk system byythe county boardgas pro-y
county highway epartments O_t e state. ) ~vided in this section. The county board in making the changes

(d) The department may insist on the adoption of the uniforiffay order the county highway committee to lay out new highways
system in any county before entering into agreements with sugitl acquire the interests necessary by the procedures under s.
county for the maintenance of state trunk highways. 83.08. A county board may not make additions to a county trunk

History: 1971 c. 211 s. 124; 1977 c. 29 ss. 915, 1654 (8) (c); 1979 c. 110, 18ystem from a city or village street or town road without the con-
1985 a29; 1985 a. 223 ss. 2,5; 1987 a. 27; 1989 a 56 s. .258; 1997.6. 27, 2003 aé’éﬁt Of the department and Of the governing body Of the City, Vil'

NOTE: 2003 Wis. Act 214, which affected this section, contains extenswe'age or town in which the proposed addition is located. A county
explanatory notes. . . p

This section does not preclude county boards from auditing county highway cdd@ardmay not make deletions from a county trunk system without
mittee vouchers prior to payment thereof from county funds. However, the boarthe approval of the department, and, except as provided in this
audit authority is limited to determining whether the expenditure is within the sco i i
of the committee’s statutory or delegated authority. 63 Atty. Gen. 136. B%lragraprand. par. (d)’ Wlthou.t the a?ppro"a' of the govemlng boqy

of the city, village or town in which the proposed deletion is

located or, in the case of a proposed deletion affecting more than

83.016 Traffic patrol officers, appointment, duties, . ! : 9
bond. (1) The cgunty board, or onrzapof its committees to whicrgene city, village or town, without the approval of a majority of the

; ; ; ) ; overning bodies of such cities, villages or towns.

it may delegate such authority, may appoint traffic officers for t

enforcement of laws relating to the highways or their use, or the(b) The county board, or the county highway committee, shall,
maintenance of order upon or near the highways. Traffic officd?¥ conference with the boards or highway committees of adjoin-
may arrest without warrant any person who, in their presence, i@ counties, or otherwise, cause their respective county trunk sys-
lates any law relating to highways or the maintenance of ordefs to join so as to make continuous lines of travel between the
upon or near highways. Any traffic officer, sheriff, constable @ounties. Any highway which is a part of the county trunk system
other police officer may make such arrest without warrant on thall, by virtue thereof, be a portion of the system of county aid
request ofiny other traffic dfcer, sheriff, constable or police offi- highways.

cer in whose presence any such offense has been committed. Thg) Any city or village street or portion thereof selected as a
appointment of any traffic officer may be revoked at any time Iportion of the county trunk system prior to May 1, 1939, shall be
the county board or one of its committees to which it may delegat@ortion of the county trunk system. All streets or highways in
such authority. No traffic officer shall receive or accept from @iny city or village over which is routed a county trunk highway
for any person he or she has arrested, any money or other thingrdbrming connections through the city or village between por-
value, as or in lieu of bail or for the person’s appearance beforgoas of the county trunk highway system shall be a part of the
court, or to cover or be applied to the payment of fines or costeunty trunk system unless the governing body of the city or vil-
or as a condition of such person’s release. lage, by resolution, removes the street or highway from the sys-

(2) Traffic officers, before exercising their powers, shall pkem, but the removal shall apply only to that portion of any street

provided with a badge by the county board or its designee whithhighway which is situated wholly within the city or village.
shall be worn when on duty. (d) In counties having a population of 500,000 or more the
(3) Traffic officers shall furnish bonds in a sum fixed by th&0unty board may remove from the county trunk highway system
county board to indemnify the county for any and all claims ari@ny Part thereof which lies within an incorporated village or city,
ing out of the performance of their duties. The cost of such bor&}é‘ the removal shall not be effected until one year after annex-

shall be paid by the county. In lieu of furnishing bonds, such offition proceeding affecting the area in question has become final.
cers may be included in a schedule or blanket bond under s. 19.0®%) Whenever a county has completed a functional and juris-

(1) (b). dictionalclassification of highways and the classification plan has
History: 1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (7) (b); 1977 c. 43, 203. been approved by the county board, the local governing bodies
and the department, those roads and streets allocated to the
83.018 Road supplies; committee may sell to munici- county’s jurisdiction will be known as county trunk highways.

palities. The county highway committee is authorized to sefidditions and deletions from the county trunks under this para-
road building and maintenance supplies on open account to Q@F)h in the various municipalities may be made as provided in
city, village, town or school district within the county; and anf@'s- (&) and (d).
suchcity, village, town or school district is authorized to purchase (2) The county trunk system shall be marked and maintained
such supplies. by the county. No county shall be responsible for the construction
It is permissible for a county highway department to sell road sand or salt to mun@ild maintenance of a city or village street on the county trunk
palities, either fotheir own use or for resale, if, in good faith, counficls believe  hj hway system to a greater width than are those portions of such
that the purchaser does not intend to resell the sand or salt for a private purpose. g%\(em outside the village or city and Connecting with such street

erally, acounty may not sell road maintenance supplies to a private party that inte| - 7 .
to resell the supplies on the private market. OAG 2-01. When a portion of a county trunk highway extending from one
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county toanother has less mileage than is practical for a patrol sec{3) CONSTRUCTION;OTHERPOWERSOFCOUNTY BOARD. In order

tion, such portion shall be patrolled by the county in which the provide for the public safety, convenience and the general wel-
major portion of the highway lies, and each county shall bear fitgge, the county board may use an existing highway or provide
proportionate share of the expense of maintenance, payaigg and additional facilities for a controlled—access highway and
monthly. The marking and signing of the county trunk highwaso design the same and its appurtenances, and so regulate, restrict
systemsshall be uniform throughout the state, as prescribed by thieprohibit access to or departure from it as the county board
department. deems necessary or desirable. The county board may eliminate

(3) The county highway committee, subject to the approval B}tersections at grade of controlled—access highways with exist-

: ; highways or streets, by grade separation or service road, or by
the county board, may enter into agreements with the departn4 fi e
as provided in s. 86.25 (2). c%osmg off such roads and streets at the right-of-way boundary

st 1673 c. 160: 1977 c. 20 5. 1654 (8) (d); 1985 &, 223; 1003 & 245 line of such controlled—access highway and may divide and sepa-
istory: c. ; c.29s. ; a. ; a. . _ ; f
Sub.(1), as amended by ch. 160, laws of 1973, does not require counties to devr?ote any controlled-access hlghway into separate roadways or

a functional and jurisdictional classification of highways. Nor is a properly approvg'érﬁ_)es by raised curbings, diVidin_g sections or ot_her physic_al sepa-
classification plan a prerequisite to a county board’s exercise of its authority pursu@tions or by signs, markers, stripes or other suitable devices, and

to sub. (1) to :”Cfotrporak‘)e fown rgg"’fttimgthe county trunk highway system withgilgy execute any construction necessary in the development of a
rior approval of town boards. . Gen. . . . . . .
priorapp Y controlled—access highway including service roads or separation

83.026 Federal aid secondary highways. The county of grade structures. )
highway committee shall cooperate with the department in the(4) CONNECTIONSWITH OTHERHIGHWAYS. After the establish-
selection of a system of federal aid secondary and feeder roat of any controlled-access highway, no street or highway or
within the meaning of the Federal Aid Road Act approved July Jarivate drivewayshall be opened into or connected with any con-
1916(39 Stats. at L. 355), and all acts amendatory thereof and stiglled-access highway without the previous consent and
plementary thereto. The county highway committee shall requagproval othe county board, in writing, which shall be given only
and consider recommendations from the governing bodiesifdhe public interest shall be served thereby and shall specify the
municipalities within the county as to eligible highways anigrmsand conditions on which such consent and approval is given.
streets within.such municipalities to be selected as part of such5) Use oF HicHway. No person shall have any right of
system. The highways and streets selected by the committee todprance upon or departure from or travel across any controlled—
a part of such system shall be subject to the approval of the cowgiyess highway, or to fiom abutting lands, except at places des-

board. ignated and provided for such purposes, and on such terms and
History: 1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (8) (c); 1985 a. 223 s. 5. conditions as may be specified from time to time by the county
board.

83.027  Controlled-access highways. (1) AUTHORITY OF (6) ABUTTING OWNERS. After the designation of a controlled—

COUNTY BOARD; PROCEDURE. The legislature declares that theyccess highway, the owners or occupants of abutting lands shall
effective control of traffic entering upon or leaving intensivelyaye naight or easement of access, by reason of the fact that their
traveledhighways is necessary in the interest of public safety, ch}bperty abuts on the controlled—access highway or for other rea-

venience and the general welfare. The county board may degigh except only the controlled right of access and of light, air or
nate as controlled-access highways the portions of the coupy

trunk system on which, after traffic engineering surveys, inves- _.

tigations and studies, it finds, determines and declares that thd/) SPECIAL CROSSING PERMITS. Whenever property held
averageraffic potential is in excess of 1,000 vehicles per 24-hojf!der one ownership is severed by a controlled—-access highway,
day, except such controlled-access designation shall not be eff %county board may permit a crossing at a designated location,
tive in cities, villages and towns until the decision of the coun) D€ used solely for travel between the severed parcels, and such
boardhas been referred to and approved by the governing body'8f Shall cease if such parcels pass into separate ownership.
such city, village or town. Such designation of a portion of any (8) RiGHT-oF-wavY. Any lands or other private or public prop-
county trunk highway in any county as a controlled—access higrty or interest in such property needed to carry out the purposes
way shall not be effected until after a public hearing in the mattgfrthis section may be acquired by the county board as provided
has been held in the county courthouse or other convenient puisliss. 83.07 and 83.08.

place within the county following notice by publication of a class (9) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS. To facilitate the purposes of

3 notice, under ch. 985. If the county board then finds thath‘gﬁz section, the county board and the governing bodies of a city,
averagdraffic potential is as provided by this subsection, and th@lyn or village are authorized to enter into agreements with each
the designation of the highway as a controlled-access highwayier or with the federal government respecting the financing,

necessary ithe interest of public safetgpnveniencand the gen- planning, establishment, improvement, maintenance, use, regula-
eral welfare, it shall make its finding, determination and declargs or vacation of controlled—-access highways or other public
tion to that effect, specifying the character of the controls to

exercised. Copies of the finding, determination and declaration . .
shall be recorded with the register of deeds, filed with the county(10) LOCAL SERVICEROADS. In connection with the develop-
clerk, and published in the newspaper in which the notice of hetent of anycontrolled—-access highway, the county board and city,
ing was published, and the order shall be effective on such puBlivn or village highway authorities are authorized to plan, desig-
cation. At the time of designating such controlled—access mi[¢ate, establish, use, regulate, alter, improve, maintain or vacate
age, the total of such mileage in any county shall not exceed 39 Service roads and streets or to designate as local service roads

of the county trunk mileage in such county on the preceding Jafld Streets any existing roads or streets, and to exercise jurisdic-
lish h tion over local service roads in the same manner as is authorized
ary 1 as published by the department. ; - > 2 2 ;
over controlled—access highways under this section if, in their

(2) CONTROLLED-ACCESSHIGHWAY DEFINED. For the purposes gpinjon, such local service roads or streets shall serve the neces-
of this section, a controlled—access highway is a highway @8ry purposes.

which the traffic is such that the county board has found, deter- . .
mined and declared it to be necessary, in the interest of the publié}l) COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISES. No commercial enterprise

safety, convenience and the general welfare to prohibit entragg!! P& authorized or conducted within or on property acquired

upon and departure from the highway or street except at plaf¥sCr designated as a controlled-access highway.

specially designated and provided for such purposes, and to exertl2) UNLAWFUL USEOFHIGHWAY; PENALTIES. It is unlawful for
cise special controls over traffic on such highway or street. any person to drive any vehicle into or from a controlled—access

ys in their respective jurisdictions.
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highway except through an opening provided for that purposke department. In letting a contract the county highway commit-
Any person who violates this provision may be fined not motee acts for the county.
than $100 or imprisoned not more than 30 days or both. (2) If it is deemed inadvisable to let a contract for highway
(13) VAcaTING. A controlled—access highway shall remairconstruction, the county highway committee may direct the
such until vacated by order of the county board. The discontirmpunty hghway commissioner to proceed with the construction as
ance of all county trunk highway routings over a highway estatencontract work, and the commissioner may, under the supervi-
lished as a controlled—access highway shall summarily vacate sfan of the committee, employ and purchase the necessary labor
controlled—access status of such section of highway only aftearsd materials.
traffic engineer survey investigation and study finds, determines 3y pyring construction the work and materials shall be
and declares that the vacating of the controlled-access status j§dBected by the county highway commissioner or by inspectors
the public interest. Such vacating shall not be effected until aftgfpioyed by the commissioner with the approval of the county
a public hearing is held in the county courthouse or other conygghwaycommittee. Upon the completion of any highway job by
nient place within the county, following notice by publication agr for the county on the county aid system or for which county aid
provided insub. (1). The county board shall record formal notigeas heen granted the work shall be inspected by the county high-
of any vacation of a controlled—-access highway with the regisigay commissioner, and if found in conformity with plans and
of deeds of the county wherein such highway lies. specifications, the commissioner shall so find and notify the

History: 1971 c. 186; 1977 c. 29's. 1654 (8) (c); 1985 a. 223 s. 5; 1993 a. 246, 439unty highway committee and the county clerk thereof and that

This section must be satisfied to create a controlled—access highway. Howevi ;
county may adopt an ordinance to control driveway access from private propert@ﬁggl improvement has been accepted.

a public thoroughfare without creating a controlled—access highway. Mommsen v.(4) Upon contract construction final pavment shall not be
Schueller, 228 Wis. 2d 627, 599 N.W.2d 21 (Ct. App. 1999), 98-3095. ma(dg unFt)iI the work has been accepted ag c)(/)mplete by the county
highway commissioner. In case of noncontract work payment
board may construct or improve or repair or aid in constructingShaII be made monthly upon verified, detailed, statements and
iMproving or repairina anv hiahw ¢ bridae in th nt ﬁ’éyrolls prepared by the county highway commissioner and
proving or reépairing any highway o ge € county. approved and allowed by the county highway committee, and all
(2) If any county board determines to improve any portion gfayments shall be made by orders on the county treasurer in the
a county trunk highway with county funds, it may assess not manelinary form signed by the chairperson of the county board and
than 40% of the cost of the improvement but not over $1,000tite county clerk, unless the county has adopted some different
any year against the town, village or city in which the improveaethod of making disbursements, in which event it shall be
ment is located as a special tax. The county clerk shall certify tezording to such method and all orders shall be drawn upon and
tax to the town, village or city clerk who shall put the same in tipaid out of the fund provided for such construction. Said state-
nexttax roll, and it shall be collected and paid into the county trements and payrolls shall be filed with the county clerk.
sury asother county taxes are levied, collected and paid. A portion (5) When final payment has been made upon any highway
or all of such special assessment may be paid by donation. j5rovement, any funds remaining in the county treasurer's
(3) The county board may accept donations to the countyleinds which were provided by any subdivision of the county for
money or lands for highway or bridge purposes, and apply ttat particular improvement, shall be placed together with the
donations in accordance with the wishes of the donor as nearlgasnty’s balance available for that job to the credit of such subdi-
is practicable. vision of the county, and shall be used to increase the funds avail-
ble for thenext construction job in said subdivision, and any such
lance in the bridge fund may be transferred to the road fund or

83.03 County aid; local levy; donations. (1) The county

(4) Any county may, by any lawful means, provide funds f
match or supplement state or federal aid for the constructi L by th il board with th L of th
reconstruction or improvement, under ch. 84, of any highwa{*® verrlsahyt e town or village board with the approval of the
street or bridge which it is authorized to construct, reconstruct@nty highway committee.
improve,and to pay such funds to the department or state treasury(6) No order shall be drawn on the county road or bridge fund
as provided in s. 84.03 (1) (b). in excess of the funds available for the particular improvement for

History: 1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (8) (c); 1985 a. 29; 1985 a. 223 s. 5. which drawn, without the authority of the county board or the

Sub. (2) prohibits a county from imposing upon municipalities to share the costG@unty highway committee.

county road and bridge repair; it does not release a municipality from a voluntary; . . . .
agreement toontribute. Fond du Lac County v. Town of Rosendale, 149 Wis. 2d 32@%'13(;(_”% 1977 ¢. 29'5. 1654 (8) () 1983 a. 192'. 303 (2); 1985 2. 223 5. 5, 1991

440 N.W.2d 818 (Ct. App. 1989). Projects involving county highway contracts entered into by the county highway
committee or the county highway commissioner under ss. 83.035 and 83.04 (1) are

83.035 Streets and highways, construction. Any county exempt from county competitive bidding requirements. OAG 5-09.

board may provide by ordinance that the county may, throughétéo5 Improving streets over 18 feet wide. (1) When a

highway committee or other designated county official or offfz: = £ th : id high . L b
cials,enter into contracts with cities, villages and towns within tHPrtion of the system of county aid highways in any city Is to be
roved, and the funds from the city and county are available

county borders to enable the county to construct and maint - .
streets and highways in such municipalities erefor, the city may determine that the roadways shall be paved
Y P ) to a greater width than 18 feet. If it so decides, the city may deter-

Counties may charge 1% of a project cost administrative fee for work done 9 : ’ ; ! Y Y

municipal roads. 63 Atty. Gen. 321. Mine the type of improvement, the width, and all other features of
Effective January 1, 2010, with respect to any public works or public constructifie construction, subject to the approval of the county highway

g;?éeg m’;oesg ;g@gg;eg gﬂztcgfﬁﬁﬁd; 2%3;?,2?,; :rg?ttﬁgg\rfl?gg?n\{\gagﬁ Irr?ttg% &@bbﬁmittee. And said committee shall fix the amount per linear

mentalagreement under this section to perform services for another local unit of g%%bt ,Of the |mprovement to be pald by thelcoumy' The city shall

ernment upon such a project. OAG 5-09. . ~ thenimprove the street in the manner provided generally for mak-
Projects involving county highway contracts entered into by the county highwiyg street improvements. The work shall be done under the super-

committee or the county highway commissioner under ss. 83.035 and 83.04 (1 % . . . . .
exempt from county competitive bidding requirements. OAG 5-09. MtSion Ofthe city, but subject to the inspection of the county high-
way commissioner.

83.04 Highway construction by county; noncontract (2) Upon the completion of the work the county’s share of the
work; payments. (1) All highway improvements made by thecost shall be paid to the contractor as though the county had been
county highway committee shall be by contract, unless the coam immediate party to the contract. Unless specifically authorized
mittee determines that some other method would better serveliiehe county, the payment by the county shall not exceed the cost
public interest. The manner of advertising for bids and the forr&22 feet of the width of the pavement, as well as a portion of the
of bids, contracts and bonds shall be substantially those usedsts of grading, draining, and appertaining structures. The bal-
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ance ofthe expense of the improvement shall be borne by the cB®.08 Acquisition of lands and interest therein. @ @

and shall be provided in the manner in which expense of stréee county highway committee may acquire by gift, devise, pur-
improvement is ordinarily met. Assessments of benefits may tiegase or condemnation any lands or interests in lands for the
made by the citpgainst abutting property in the manner provideshprovement, maintenance, relocation or change of any county
where the improvement is done solely at the expense of the aiig or other highway or street or any bridge on a county aid or other
but such assessments of benefits shall not exceed the differdrigaway or street that the county is empowered to improve or aid
between the cost of the improvement and the amount contribuiteémproving or to maintain. The county highway committee may

thereto by the county. purchase or accept donations of remnants of tracts or parcels of
(3) The provisions of subs. (1) and (2) shall apply to Vi"agégndremamlng at the time or after it has acquired portions of those
and towns subject to the approval of the county board. tracts or parcels by purchase or condemnation where in the judg-

ment of the committee the acquisition of the remnant would assist
in rendering just compensation to a landowner, a part of whose

83.06 Maintenance of county aid highways. All streets lands have been taken for highway purposes, and would serve to

and highways improved with county aid under this chapter shj[nimiz€ the overall cost of the taking by the public.

be maintained by the towns, cities and villages in which they lie (b) Whenever the county highway committee considers it nec-
but this provision shall not diminish or otherwise affect the dugssary to acquire any lands or interests in land for any purpose
of the county with respect to any street or highway which is a paescribed in pa(a), it shall so order. The order or a separate map
tion of the county trunk highway system, nor the powers of tig plat shall show the old and new locations and the lands or inter-
county conferred by s. 83.03 (1) and (2) or s. 83.035. estsrequired. The committee shall file a copy of the order and map
with the county clerk or, in lieu of filing a copy of the order and
map, may file or record a plat in accordance with s. 84.095. The

83.065 County road and bridge fund; tax levy. The ; hall . itle in £ imol

county board shainnually levy a tax of not more than 2 mills orffoMMittee shall attempt to obtain easements or title in fee simple

the dollar, in addition to all other taxes, and the proceeds shallBeconveyance of the lands or interests required, at a price, includ-
. ! damages, considered reasonable by the committee. The

known as the “County Road and Bridge Fund”. Expenditurgl,g
trument of conveyance shall name the county as grantee and

from said fund shall be made only for the purposes of constructi ; : g .
and maintaining highways and bridges under this chapter andJgf P€ filed with the county clerk and recorded in the office of
f8€ register of deeds.

purchasing, operating, renting and repairing machinery, quarr
and gravel pits used in such construction and maintenance. (2) If any of the needed lands or interests therein cannot be

purchased expeditiously for a price deemed reasonable by the
83.07 Acquisition of lands, quarries, gravel pits: committee the committee may acquire the same by condemnation

relocation; eminent domain. (1) The county highway com- Under ch. 32.

mittee or town board may acquire any lands or interest therein(3) The cost of land and rights so acquired, including any dam-
needed to carry out the provisions of this chapter. Whenever #yes allowed and other expenses connected therewith, shall be
county highway committee or town board is unable to acquire thaid out of available improvement or maintenance funds.

same by purchase at a reasonable price such property may bgy gypject to s84.09 (3) (c) and to the approval of the depart-
acquired by condemnation under ch. 32. ment, the county board is authorized and empowered to sell at
(1a) The county highway committee or town board may pupublic sale, or to sell at private sale for fair market value to an
chase or accept donations of remnants of tracts or parcels of langher of adjacent property, property, owned by the county in fee
remaining at the time or after it has acquired portions of the trafids highway purposes, when the county board shall determine that
or parcels by purchase or condemnation where in the judgmenswéh property is no longer necessary for the counsgsfor high-
the county highway committee or town board the acquisition wiy purposes. The funds derived from such sale shall be depos-
the remnant would assist in rendering just compensation to a laineld in the county highway fund and the expense incurred in con-
owner, a part of whose lands have been taken for highway pugction with the sale shall be paid from that fund. However,
poses, and would serve to minimize the overall cost of the takimgproval of the department is not required where county funds
by the public. only have been used.

(2) In case the county highway committee or town boardHistory: 1977 c. 29's. 1654 (8) (c); 1985 a. 223 s. 5; 1997 a. 253, 282; 1999 a. 32;
deems it desirable to acquire any lands or the right to take sto@3 & 212, 327.
gravel,clay or other material, from private lands for use in the exE

History: 1993 a. 246, 248.

.09 Emergency repairs of county trunk highways.

cution of the committee’s or board’s duty, or to acquire the rig enever dlood or other casualty renders any county trunk high-

of access to any lands, or the right of drainage across any lanids, . . .
the committee or board may purchase or condemn such land¥/@Y dangerous for travel, the town chairperson may immediately

right and take title thereto in the name of the county or town, ﬁ&se it and notify the county highway commissioner thereof, and

; ; : commissioner shall promptly make repairs necessary to render
%Hﬁdcsc.)st thereof shall be paid out of the highway improvem ﬁg highway safe for travel. If sufficient funds are not available

. ) . in the county maintenance fund, the commissioner may, with the

(3) When lands are acquired under this section to relocatec@hsent of the chairperson of the county board or of the county
straighten any highway or to provide easier curves at highwgighway committee, make the necessary repairs, and the cost
|ntersect|0nsand tr_acts not more than 2 acrgs In area remain .S%reof shall be pa|d as soon as funds are available.
rated from the main body of land from which they are acquiredyigio.y. 1983 a. 192's. 303 (2); 1989 a. 56 . 258; 2003 a. 214.
the c_oqr)ty highway Qommlttee or tQWH board may, if it deems tthOTE: 2003 Wis. Act 214, which affected this section, contains extensive
acquisition ofsuch minor tracts advisable or necessary to beautéxplanatory notes.
the highway or to protect public travel, acquire such minor tracts

in the name of the county or the town. Tracts in excess of 2 agS|1  \arking section and quarter section corners in
of like character may be acquired by agreement. highways. Any county board may provide that section and quar-
(4) In case the county highway committee or the town boater section corners in any highway constructed in whole or in part
is unable to acquire needed lands or rights by contract, such caith county funds may be marked with suitable permamemiu-
mittee or board may acquire the same in the name of the coumignts or markers; and the expense of putting in and maintaining
or town by eminent domain, as provided in ch. 32. such markers shall be paid out of the county road and bridge fund
History: 1997 a. 253. or other county fund as may be determined by the county board.
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83.12 Cattle passes. As a part of any highway improvementplatedcost of each improvement, and the amount to be paid by the
or as a separate project under this chapter, cattle passes acaasty and town or village for making each improvement.
highways may be constructed at places determined by the countystory: 1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (8) (c); 1977 c. 272; 1985 a. 223 s. 5.
highway committee to be necessary and practical.

83.15 Aid by county for state line bridge or highway.
83.13 Guideboards. The county board may erect and main! he county board of any county bounded in part by a river, or by
tain guideboards on county aid and county trunk highways whigrlighway, either of which is also a state boundary line may aid

are not part of the state trunk highway system, the cost to be 3y municipality of such county in the construction of a bridge
out of such fund as the board shall direct. acrosssuch river or any part thereof, or in the reconstruction of the

highway including its bridges by an appropriation therefor not

83.14 County aid on town and village initiative. exceedingone-third of the cost of such bridge or of such highway.

(1) Any town meeting or village board may vote a tax of not le . .
than $500 to improve a designated portion of a county aid hi\%ﬁ6 County may contract with foreign county. ~ The
way and may accept cash donations for such purposes, and d of supervisors of any county in this state bordering on any
; if a tg¥egmM or highway which is the boundary line between such
like amounthad been voted. Highways in villages shall not be eff2unty and a county in another state is authorized in conjunction
gible to improvement under this section wherever the buildin§dth the board of supervisors of such adjoining county in such
fronting the highways average more than one to each 60 lineal feter State, to construct and maintain a bridge or bridges across
of highway. The tax shall not exceed 2 mills on the dollar on tRECh river at a place or places within the limits of such county or
taxable property but every town and village may vote $500, affgFonstruct such highway including its bridges as may be agreed
such tax shall be paid to the county treasurer when the coufigPn Pythe respective boards of supervisors, whenever said board
taxes are paid. If the total cost of the improvement approved $ySUPervisors deems it necessary, and to enter into a contract with
the town meeting or village board exceeds the amount which iPlich board of supervisors of the adjoining county of such other
permitted by this subsection to raise by taxation in the currsiigte for the construction, maintenance and repair of such bridges

year, it may vote a tax of not to exceed the same amount for ghdlighway.
succeeding year or years.

(2) When the tax has been voted the town or village bo
shallpetition the county board at its next annual meeting to app
priate at least an equal amount as the county’s share of the co
the proposed improvement. The petition shall designate the hi
way to be improved and state the character of the improvem committee may assume the liability under ch. 102 of the

and the amount which has been voted therefor. town, village or city to any employee on such project, and may by
~ (3) The county board shall thereupon appropriate for thgyreement with the governing body of the town, village or city
improvement a sum equal to or greater than the amount vopggvide for the amount the town, village or city shall pay to the
therefor by the town or village; and shall raise the same by taxgunty for the assumption of such liability. The action of the

.17 County may assume compensation liability;
reements with localities. ~ Whenever a county contributes
i%ﬁs to a highway project undertaken by a town, village or city
e county or a city, town or village has its highways maintained
‘the county with local funds, the county through its county high-

all the taxable property of the county. county highway committee shall remain in effect until the county
(4) No county shall be required to appropriate in any year ov@pard by resolution disapproves of the action.
$2,000 for work in any town or Vi”agel History: 1975 c. 147 s. 54; 1979 c. 89.

(5) The improvement shall be performed, supervised and p%ﬁ.lS Entry on lands.  For constructing or maintaining any

for and accepted in the same manner as other county aid wog ighway by the county, the county highway committee or com-
(6) Construction shall not begin until the funds to pay for thaissionershall possess all of the powers to acquire and enter lands

same are in the county treasury and the plans and specificatiomsferred upon town boards by s. 82.03 (2) and (5).

havebeen approved by the county highway committee. After anyHistory: 1985 a. 29 s. 3202 (56); 2003 a. 214.

town has voted the tax such town may borrow money for sucfOTE: 2003 Wis. Act 214, which affected this section, contains extensive

improvement in anticipation of the tax levy and the appropriatiGiiPanatry notes.

to be made by the county board, and pay the same into the county )

treasury as an advance, after which construction may proce®#19 Temporary highways and detours. When any

The county shall reimburse the town for such advance when fighway which is maintained or to be maintained by the county
necessary funds become available. shall be practically impassable or be dangerous to travel or when

it shall be deemed necessary on account of construction or repair

o e e o ik hreon o for ther o 1o suspend travel pon any ar
duced by such bond issue shall be handled and expendeé such highway, the county highway commissioner may lay out

though raised by taxation. If the county has not appropriate rﬁopen temporary highways for the accommodation of public

sum at least equal to the funds raised by the town or village og%el through any lands, and the county highway commissioner

; Il possess the powers conferred by s. 82.35 upon town boards.
the proceeds of the town or village bonds advanced to the COUSLYy o \vers shall be exercised by the county highway commis-
for such improvements, the town or village board may petition t
county pursuant to sub. (2) for an amount equal to one-half
suchfunds or of the principal maturing on such bonds in each y
and the county shall appropriate its share as provided in sub.
subject to the limitation in sub. (4), until the county has approp[k the manner provided by s. 893.80
ated an amount equal to the amount raised by the town or village ' e

. tory: 1977 c. 285 s. 12; 1979 c. 323 s. 33; 1991 a. 316; 2003 a. 214.
or to the proceEds of the bonds thus advanced. This prOCEdu TE: 2003 Wis. Act 214, which affected this section, contains extensive
may also be used to repay funds borrowed and advanced by a teianatory notes.
or village for such improvements, as provided in sub. (6).

(8) The county clerk shall, on or before January 1 of each ye®8.20 Highways, lighting.  Any county may provide for
file with the department a written statement setting forth the pdtghting of improved highways maintained by the county or the
tions granted by the county board and the improvements detanstruction of which has been aided by the county or state, and
mined upon under s. 83.03, the location, character and contafmbridges located thereon.

ner in like manner and the procedure shall be the same except

that the contract and orders and claim for damages and other
ers relating to the matter shall be filed with the county clerk,

claims for damages shall be acted upon by the county board
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83.42 Rustic roads system. (1) Purrosk.Inorderto create  (5) JOINT JURISDICTION OF HIGHWAYS. Highways under the
and preserve rustic and scenic roads for vehicular, bicycle, elegiot jurisdiction of 2 or more municipalities or a municipality and
personal assistive mobility deviamd pedestrian travel in unhur-a county or 2 or more counties may not be designated rustic roads
ried, quiet and leisurely enjoyment; to protect and preserve regpebe withdrawn from the rustic roads system until after approval
ational driving, culture, beauty, trees, vegetation and wildlife dy:
establishing protective standards of rustic road design, accessia) The governing bodies of all affected municipalities; and
speed, maintenance Qnd |dent|f|cat|on,.wh|ch will promote a con- b) The county highway committees of all affected counties:
tinuoussystem of rustic roads and scenic easements for the qu
health and welfare; a state system of rustic roads is created.

(c) The board.

(2) DerINiTIONS. In this section: . .

i ) (7) LocAL AuTHORITY. The county highway committees, the
(a) “Board” means the rustic roads board in the departmentunicipalitiesand the counties shall have the same authority over
(b) “Municipality” means a city, village or town. rusticroads as they possess over other highways under their juris-

3) DESIGNATION AS A RUSTIC ROAD. Anv county highwa diction except as otherwise provided in this section.
cor(nr)nittee or the governing body of any myunicip;ﬁty r?1ay a{)pl (8) Aibs. State aids for rustic roads shall be determined in
to the board for the designation of any highway under its jurisdégc&r)dance with the general transportation aids provisions of s.
tion as a rustic road. The board shall approve or deny the appl % :

tion for designation of a highway as a rustic road submitted unde{8m) RUSTIC ROAD MARKING SIGNS; STATE PAYMENT. The
this subsection. department shall pay the costs of furnishing and installing rustic

roadsmarking signs on officially designated rustic roads from the
(4) WITHDRAWAL OF HIGHWAYS FROM RUSTIC ROADS SYSTEM. appropriation under s. 20.395 (3) (eq).

After holding a public hearing, any county highway committee,
or the governing body of any municipality, which has jurisdiction (%) RULESAND STANDARDS. The board shall promulgate rules
over arustic road may apply to the board for the removal of a higﬂ[‘d establish standards for the maintenance, identification, con-

way from the rustic roads system. The board shall approve or dggycnon' use and preservation of the rustic roads system.

S . : : : istory: 1973 c. 142; 1979 c. 100, 154, 355; 1981 c. 20 s. 2202 (51) (c); 1983 a.
the application for removal of the highway from its designation 1085 2. 223 5. 5: 1991 a. 39: 1995 a. 338: 2001 a, 90.

a rustic road. Cross Reference:See also ch. Trans-RR 1, Wis. adm. code.

Text from the 2007-08 Wis. Stats. database updated by the Legislative Reference Bureau. Only printed statutes are certified
unders. 35.18 (2), stats. Statutory changes ef fective priorto 1-2-10 are printed as if currently in effect. Statutory changes effec-
tive on or after 1-2-10 are designated by NOTES. Report errors at (608) 266-3561, FAX 264-6948, http://www.le-
gis.state.wi.us/rsb/stats.html



