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CHAPTER 74
PROPERTY TAX COLLECTION
SUBCHAPTER | 74.41 Chargingpack refunded or rescinded taxes; sharing certain collected taxes.
DEFINITIONS 74.42  Charge back of personal property taxes; subsequent distributions.
74.01 Definitions. SUBCHAPTER VI
SUBCHAPTER Il RETURN AND COLLECTION OF DELINQUENT TAXES
COMMENCEMENT OF COLLECTION PROCESS 74.43 Return of unpaid taxes, special assessments and special charges.

74.45 Certificate of delinquent taxes; endorsement of treasurer’s bond.
74.47 Interest and penalty on delinquent amounts.

74.485 Charge for converting agricultural land.

74.49 Payment of delinquent taxes in installments.

74.51 Discharge of delinquent taxes.

74.53 Personal liability for delinquent taxes and other costs.

74.03 Delivery of tax rolls.

74.05 Correction of tax roll information.

74.07 Treasurers responsible for collection.
74.09 Property tax bill and related information.
74.10 Agreements on payments.

SUBCHAPTER Il 7455  Action to collect delinquent personal property taxes.
PAYMENT OF TAXES SUBCHAPTER VII
74.11 Dates for payment of taxes, special assessments and special charges. ISSUANCE OF TAX CERTIFICATE
74.12 Multiple insta]lmgnts payment option. 74.57 Issuance of tax certificate.
74.125  Public depositories. 7459  Notice of issuance of tax certificate.
7413 Taxes paid in advance of levy. 7461  Correction of description on tax certificate.
74.15  Payment of real property taxes by grantor and grantee. 74.63  Retention of tax certificate and other information.
74.19  Tax receipts. 74.635 Sale of tax certificate revenues.
74.21  Notification of payment of taxes from escrowed funds. 74.65  Lands acquired by state.
SUBCHAPTER IV SUBCHAPTER VIII
SETTLEMENT MISCELLANEOUS
74.23  January settlement. 74.67  Effect on taxes of revision of taxing jurisdiction boundary.
74.25 February settlement. 74.69 Timely payment.
74.27 March settlement between counties and the state. 74.71 Treasurer’s receipts.
7429  August settlement. 74.73  Rights of occupant or tenant who pays taxes.
74.30 Settlement in certain taxation districts. 74.75 Vacancies in office; how taxes collected.
74.31 Failure to settle timely. 74.77 Effect on lien of payment of taxes by lienholder.
SUBCHAPTER V 74.79 Lienholder may contest tax.
ADJUSTMENT SUBCHAPTER IX
74.33 Sharing and charging back of taxes due to palpable errors. EXCEPTIONS FOR 1ST CLASS CITIES
74.35 Recovery of unlawful taxes. 74.81 Procedure in authorized city.
74.37 Claim on excessive assessment. 74.83 Agreements.
74.39 Court-ordered reassessment. 74.87 Payments in authorized cities.

NOTE: 1987 Wisconsin Act 378, which repealed and recreated Chapter 74, nonpayment ofhe special charge before it is placed in the tax roll.

contains notes explaining the revision. “Special charge” also includes penalties under s. 70.995 (12).
(5) “Special tax” means any amount entered in the tax roll
SUBCHAPTER | which is not a general property tax, special assessment or special
charge. “Special tax” includes any interest and penalties assessed
DEFINITIONS for nonpayment of the tax before it is placed in the tax roll and any
charge under s. 287.093 (1) (a) 2. that is placed on the tax roll
74.01 Definitions. In this chapter: under s. 287.093 (2).

(1) “General property taxes” means taxes levied upon general(6) “Taxationdistrict” means a city, village or town or, if a city
property, as defined in s. 70.02, and measured by the property’'sillage lies in more than one county, that portion of the city or
value. village which lies within a county.

(2) “Proportionate share of general property taxes”, for any (7) “Taxing jurisdiction” means any entity authorized by law
taxing jurisdiction, means the amount resulting from multiplying levy taxes on general property which is located within its
the total general property tax levy of the taxing jurisdiction, &®undaries.
reflected in the tax roll, by the percentage which results fronHistory: 1987 a. 378; 1989 a. 335; 1999 a. 150 s. 672.
dividing:

(a) The amount of general property taxes collected by the taxa- SUBCHAPTER Il
tion district treasurer or county treasurer, through the last day of
the month preceding the date upon which settlement is required, cOMMENCEMENT OF COLLECTION PROCESS
minus amounts previously settled or settled in full, by

(b) The amount of the total general property taxes levied on 1£03  Delivery of tax rolls. (1) Except as provided in sub.
taxation district tax roll. (2), the clerk of the taxation district shall transfer the tax roll, pre-

(3) “Special assessment” means an amount entered in thegaxed under s. 70.65, to the treasurer of the taxation district by
roll as an assessment against real property to compensate fabefember 8.
or part of the costs of public work or improvements which benefit () The clerk of the taxation district shall transfer the tax roll,
the property. “Special assessment” includes any interest and ﬁ@l'pared under s. 70.65, to the treasurer of the taxation district by
alties assessed for nonpayment of the special assessment bgi@r'8rq Monday in December if the taxation district has in effect
it is placed in the tax roll. a policy under which it issues a check for the excess of the amount

(4) “Special charge” means an amount entered in the tax reScrowed by saxpayer and paid to the taxation district by Decem-
as a charge against real property to compensate for all or patyéf 31 over the amount of taxes due within 15 business days after
the costs to a public body of providing services to the properie amount is paid to the taxation district.

“Special charge” includes any interest and penalties assessed faktory: 1987 a. 378; 1997 a. 315.
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74.05 Correction of tax roll information. (1) DEFINITION. (d) Indicate whether there are delinquent general property

In this section, “error in the tax roll” means an error in the descrifaxes special taxes, special charges or special assessments alloca-

tion of any real or personal property, in the identification of thele to the property.

owner orperson to whom the property is assessed or in the amountdm) Indicate the amount of assessment issued by a drainage

of the tax or an error resulting from a palpably erroneous entrytipard, based on the information provided under s. 88.212 (3). If

the assessment roll. no assessment was issued, the property tax bill shall indicate that

(2) Duty TOCORRECT. If the taxation district treasurer discov-information.

ers an error in the tax roll after the tax roll has been transferred(f) Include a notice, prescribed by the department of revenue,

under s. 74.03, the clerk of the taxation district shall correct tbthe property tax credits available to taxpayers.

error. Theclerk shall keep a record identifying the place on the tax () |nclude a notice to the effect that the person to whom the

roll where each correction is made, briefly describing the correg s sent may request that a copy of the tax receipt prepared

tion and specifying the date when the correction was made. ynder s. 74.19 be mailed to that person. This paragraph does not
History: 1987 a. 378. apply ifthe taxation district mails or tenders a tax receipt prepared

under s. 74.19 in all cases of payment of taxes.

74.07 Treasurers responsible for collection. The taxa-
tion district treasurer and the county treasurer shall collect the genT(h) State when the taxes are due and to whom they shall be

eral property taxes, special assessments, special taxes and s

charges shown in the tax roll. (3Im) INFORMATION EXCEPTION. If the property has a different
History: 1987 a. 378. parcelidentification number for the current year than it had for the
previous year or if the property is not substantially the same in
74.09 Property tax bill and related information. those years, the property tax bill need not indicate any tax alloca-

(1) DerINITION. In this section, “estimated fair market value'ble to the property for the previous year or the percentage change
means @roperty’s assessed value divided by the assessment riitiany tax allocable to the property between the previous year and
of all of the taxable property in the taxation district where tHBe current year.
property is located. (4m) REQUIREDBILL, WAIVER. Each taxation district shall use
(2) PreparaTION. The clerk of the taxation district shall pre-2 property tax bill that the department of revenue prescribes unless
parethe real and personal property tax bills. The form of the profat department permits the district to use another bill that pro-
erty tax bill shall be prescribed by the department of revenue afides the information under sub. (3).
shall be uniform. (5) MaiLinG. Each taxing jurisdiction located in the taxation
(3) REQUIRED INFORMATION. The property tax bill shall: district shall submit all information related to the taxing jurisdic-
(a) Include the real property description shown in the tax r pn’s property tax levy to the taxation district no later than
If the description in the tax roll is longer than the space provid cember 1. Ntater than th,e 3rd Monday in December, the taxa-
for it on the property tax bill, the bill may include as a substitu ndistrict clerk or the clerk's designee shall mail the property tax
for the complete description as much of the description as fits | | to each property taxpayer of the taxation district or the taxpay—
the space. If an incomplete description is used, the bill sh§ s designee. If the property tax bill is mailed 1o the taxpayer's

include a notice to that effect and to the effect that the compl signeethe designee shall furnish the taxpayer with a copy of the

= S : . - fi. “Failure to meet the deadline under this subsection is not a
description is contained in the tax roll and may be reviewed. violation of s. 946.12 (1).

(b) Except as provided in sub. (3m), show all of the following: gy Erreror FaiLure To RECEVE. Failure to receive a prop-

1. For real property, the estimated fair market value of thety tax bill does not affect the validity of the general property
land,except agricultural land, as defined in s. 70.32 (2) (c) 19., agkes, special taxes, special charges and special assessments lev-
the assessed value of the land and the estimated fair market viglg&yr the collection of delinquent general property taxes, special
and assessed value of the improvements. taxes, special charges and special assessments.

2. For all property, the total estimated fair market value,History: 1987 a. 378; 1989 a. 31; 1991 a. 39, 60; 1993 a. 399; 1995 a. 27, 454;
except that the estimated fair market value of agricultural Iand,]%%rzoz-szgéfze?ggcae; ggégj?sgoso?r; §2’017231'ws adm. code
defined in s. 70.32 (2) (c) 1g., shall be excluded, and the tota ' ' 1S, s adm- '

assessed value. o 74.10 Agreements on payments. A county and a taxation

3. The tax levied on the property by the school district whegigstrict in that conty may contract under s. 66.0301 for the county
the property is located minus the credit under s. 79.10 (4) allocafgleeceive all payments of property taxes for which the taxation
to the property, for the previous year and the current year, anddirict has sent bills under s. 74.09. A contract under this section
percentage change in that net tax between those years. may provide for reimbursement to the county of its expenses and

4. The tax levied on the property by each taxing jurisdicticghall provide for prompt deposit of the amounts collected into an
wherethe property is located, other than the school district, for thecount of the taxation district and for possession by the taxation
previous year and the current year, and the percentage changhsitiict of the interest credited to that account.

each of those taxes between those years. History: 1991 a. 39; 1999 a. 150 s. 672.
5. The sum of the taxes levied under subds. 3. and 4. for the
previous year and the current year, and the percentage change in SUBCHAPTER llI
that sum between those years.
6. The amount of the credit under s. 79.10 (5) allocable to the PAYMENT OF TAXES
property for the previous year and the current year, and the per-
centage change between those years. 74.11 Dates for payment of taxes, special assess-

6m. The amount of the credit under s. 79.10 (5m) allocabteents and special charges. (1) AppLicABILITY. General
to the property for the previous year and the current year, and piheperty taxes, special assessments, special charges and special
percentage change between those years. taxes collectible under this chapter are payable as provided in this
7. The amount obtained by subtracting the amounts un@ettion, except as provided in ss. 74.12, 74.125, and 74.87.
subds. 6and 6m. from the amount under subd. 5., for the previous (2) REAL PROPERTY AND LEASED IMPROVEMENT TAXES. All
year and the current year, and the percentage change in tieds on real property and on improvements on leased land shall
amount between those years. be paid in one of the following ways:

8. The net tax rate for the property. (@) In full on or before January 31.
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(b) In 2 equal installments, unless subject to sub. (5), with the(b) Theallocation under par. (a) 1g. to 4. is conclusive for pur-
first installment payable on or before January 31 and the 2pases of settlement under ss. 74.23 to 74.29 and for determining
installment payable on or before July 31. delinquencies under this section.

(3) SPECIALASSESSMENTSSPECIALCHARGESAND OTHERTAXES. (c) Paragraph (a) is not applicable to settlements with respect
All special assessments, special charges and special taxes thabgrayments received by a county treasurer after the county has
placed in the tax roll shall be paid in full on or before January 3ettled in full for special charges, special assessments, special
except that the governing body of a taxation district may, by ordixxes and real property taxes.
nance, on or before August 15 of the year before the ordinance igd) A treasurer, upon receipt of a written request by a taxpayer
effective, authorize the payment of special assessments in installdo so, shall apply any remaining portion of the payment to per-
ments. That ordinance shall specify that special assessmentsgfal property taxes after satisfying all other amounts due.
due on the same dates and in the same percentages as installmemisry: 1987 a. 378; 1989 a. 104, 336; 1991 a. 39, 293; 1993 a. 330; 2003 a. 94;
of real property taxes and that if the total special assessment is3e&sa. 349.
than $100, it shall be paid in full on or before January 31.

(4) PERSONAL PROPERTYTAXES. All taxes on personal prop- /(412 Multiple  installments ~ payment ~ option.

erty, except those on improvements on leased land, shall be jaigAUTHORITY. (@) The governing body of any taxation district,
in full on or before 5 working days after January 31. except aaxation district under s. 74.87, may, by ordinance, autho-

rize the payment of taxes on real property and improvements on
_ (5) WHENNO INSTALLMENTS. If the total real property tax 1ev- |aageq land or special assessments or both those taxes and assess-
ied on a parcel of property is less than $100, or if the total prop&ii¥nts in 3 or more installments. An ordinance enacted under this
tax levied on an improvement on leased land is less than $10 a'rtagraph, or any repeal of, or amendment to, such an ordinance
shall be paid in full on or before January 31. applies tathe collections of a calendar year only if it is enacted on
(6) To wHOM PAYMENTS MADE. (a) Payments made on oror before August 15 of the preceding calendar year.
before January 31 and payments of taxes on improvements oy |y any taxation district which has enacted an ordinance
leased land that are assessed as personal property shall be par(a), all general property taxes, special assessments, spe-
to the taxation district treasurer. cial charges and special taxes shall be collected as provided in this
(b) All other payments shall be made to the county treasurgsction rather than as provided in s. 74.11 and except as provided
(7) DELINQUENT FIRSTINSTALLMENT. If the first installment of in's. 74.125.
taxes on real property or improvements on leased land is not paig2) ReQUIRED PROVISIONS OF ORDINANCE. An ordinance
on or before 5 working days after January 31, the entire amogftcted under sub. (1) (a) shall provide that:

of the taxes remaining unpaid is delinquent as _of February 1. (a) Any kind of obligation to which the installment option per-
(8) DELINQUENT 2ND INSTALLMENT.  If the 2nd installment of tains may be paid in 3 or more installments. Each installment is
taxes on real property or improvements on leased land is not pfié on the last day of the month designated.
on or before 5 working days after July 31, the entire amount of the(p) The first installment shall be paid on or before January 31
taxes remaining unpaid is delinquent as of August 1 and intergsf at least 50% of the obligation to which the installment option
and penalties are due under sub. (11). _ pertains shall be paid on or before April 30.
(10) DELINQUENT ANNUAL PAYMENT. (&) If all special assess-  (c) Al obligations to which the installment option pertains
ments, special charges, special taxes and personal property taxgg pe paid by July 31.
due under sub. (3) or (4) are not paid in full on or before the due

; : (d) Installments of special assessments are due on the same
date, the amounts unpaitk delinquent as of the day after the du(‘fates and in the same percentages as installments of real property
date of the first installment or of the lump-sum payment.

. . taxes and if the total special assessment is less than $100, it shall
(b) If any special assessments, special charges and spggiahaid in full on or before January 31.
taxes are entered in the tax roll as charges against a parcel of re ) MINIMUM PAYMENT, BALANCE PAYABLE. An ordinance

property and are delinquent under par. (a), the entire annydicted under sub. (1) (a) may establish a minimum payment
amount of real property taxes on that parcel which is unpaid Mount for installments and shall authorize a taxpayer to pay the
delinquent as of the day after the due date of the first installm &%aining unpaid balance on any installment payment date

or of the lump-sum payment. o
P pay (4) PAYMENT DATES UNDER AN ORDINANCE. All obligations to

(11) PAYMENT OF DELINQUENT PAYMENTS, INTERESTAND PEN-  \pich) the installment option pertains shall be paid in one of the
ALTy. (a) All real property taxes, special charges and special t

that become delinquent shall be paid, together with interestae@ wing ways.
penalties charged from the preceding February 1, to the county(@® [0 full on or before January 31.
treasurer.All special assessments that become delinquent shall be(b) In installments under the ordinance.
paid, together with interest and penalties charged from the day(5) PAYMENT DATES NOT UNDER AN ORDINANCE. All special
after the due date of the first installment or of the lump-sum passessments to which an installment option does not pertain, spe-
ment. cial charges and special taxes that are placed in the tax roll shall
(b) All personal property taxes that become delinquent sh@ paid in full on or before January 31.
be paid, together with interest and penalties charged from the pre¢6) PErRsONAL PROPERTYTAXES. All personal property taxes,
ceding February 1, to the taxation district treasurer. except those on improvementsleased land, shall be paid in full
(12) PayMENT PRIORITY. (8) Except as provided in pars. (con or before 5 working days after January 31.
and (d), if a taxation district treasurer or county treasurer receiveg6m) WHEN NO INSTALLMENTS. If the total real property tax is
a payment from a taxpayer which is not sufficient to pay d#éss than $100, or if the total property tax levied on an improve-
amountgdue, the treasurer shall apply the payment to the amoumtsnt on leased land is less than $100, it shall be paid in full on or
due, including interest and penalties, in the following order: before January 31.
1g. Personal property taxes. (7) DELINQUENT FIRSTINSTALLMENT. If the first installment of
1m. Delinquent utility charges. real property taxes, personal property taxes on improvements on
1r. Special charges leased land or special assessments to which an installment option
' . ' pertains is not paid on or before 5 working days after January 31,
2. Special assessments. the entire amount of the remaining unpaid taxes or special assess-
3. Special taxes. ments to which an installment option pertains on that parcel is
4. Real property taxes. delinquent as of February 1.
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(8) DELINQUENT 2ND OR SUBSEQUENTINSTALLMENT. If the 2nd  34.05, towhich taxpayers may make payments under ss. 74.11 and
or any subsequent installment payment of real property taxes, p@r-12. A receipt for such payments issued by a designated public
sonal property taxes on improvements on leased land or spedepository hathe same legal status as a receipt issued by the taxa-
assessments to which an installment oppiertains is not paid by tion district treasurer or county treasurer.

5 working days after the due date specified in the ordinance, thiistory: 2003 a. 94.

entire amount of the remaining unpaid taxes or special assess- L

ments to which an installment option pertains on that parcel/-13 Taxes paid in advance of levy. (1) TREASURER
delinquent as of the firslay of the month after the payment is duHALL ACCEPT. The taxation district treasurer shall accept payment
and interest and penalties are due under sub. (10). of general property taxes, special assessments, special charges

(9) DELINQUENT ANNUAL PAYMENT. (a) If all special assess- and special taxes in advance of the tax levy, subject to the follow-

ments to which an installment option does not pertain, spe : . .
charges, special taxes and personal property taxes that are @) General property taxes, special assessments, special
undersub. (5) or (6) are not paid in full on or before 5 working daydlargesand special taxes may be paid in advance of the levy either

after January 31, the amounts unpaid are delinquent as of Febri é(?ingk? payment or payment in installments of not less than
1. 100. The total taxes paid in advance of the levy may not exceed

(b) If any special assessments, special charges or special t%@éotal taxes previously levied against the property, as shown on
are entered in the tax roll as charges against a parcel of real pfgp-Previous taxroll.
erty and are delinquent, the entire annual amount of real propertyb) Except as provided in sub. (3), general property taxes, spe-

taxes on that parcel which is unpaid is delinquent as of Februgl§l assessments, special charges and special taxes may be paid in
1. advance of the levy during the period from August 1 until the 3rd

(10) PAYMENT OF DELINQUENT PAYMENTS, INTERESTAND pen-  MONdaY in December.
ALTY. (@) All real property taxes, special assessments, specialC) The taxation district treasurer shall hold general property
charges and special taxes that become delinquent and are pafd¥#: special assessments, special charges and special taxes paid
or before July 31, and all delinquent personal property tax&gadvance of the levy. Those taxes, assessments and charges are
whenever paid, shall be paid, together with interest and penal§ibject to settlement under s. 74.23. Any interest earned prior to

charged from the preceding February 1, to the taxation distf@{tlement under s. 74.23 on general property taxes, special
treasurer. assessments, special charges or special taxes paid in advance of

(b) All real property taxes, special assessments, spe&'@lew accrues to the taxation district to which the general prop-

charges and special taxes that become delinquent and are notﬁ%rdtaxes' special assessments, special charges or special taxes

under par. (a) shall be paid, together with interest and penalféd € Paid. _ _
charged from the preceding February 1, to the county treasurer.(d) Upon receipt of the tax roll, general property taxes, special
(11) PavMENT PRIORITY. (a) Except as provided in pars. (cfSSessments, special charges and special taxes which have been

and (d), if a taxation district treasurer or county treasurer receifedd in advanlce shall be (t:red|ted .a?a'ESt the gegeral p_rolpftsrty
a payment from a taxpayer which is not sufficient to pay 4f€S: Special assessments, special charges and special taxes

amountsdue, the treasurer shall apply the payment to the amouA@&inst the mperty shown in the tax roll. If the total paid general
due, including interest and penalties, in the following order: PIOPerty taxes, special assessments, special charges and special
1g. Personal property taxes taxes paid in advance exceeds the total shown in the tax roll, the

taxationdistrict treasurer shall return the excess to the person who

1m. Delinquent utility charges. made the advance payment.

1r. Special charges. (2) ADVANCE PAYMENT DEPOSITORIES. The taxation district

2. Special assessments. treasurer may designate one or more public depositories, among
3. Special taxes. those previously designated under s. 34.05, to which taxpayers
4. Real property taxes. may make payments in advance of the tax levy. A receipt for a

(b) Theallocation under par. (a) 1g. to 4. is conclusive for puRayment in advance of the levy issued by a designated public
poses of settlement under ss. 74.29 and 74.30 and for determififigCSitory hathe same legal status as a receipt issued by the taxa-
delinquencies under this section. tiorT district treasurer.

(c) Paragraph (a) is not applicable to settlements with respeck3) ADVANCE PAYMENT WHEN CEASING BUSINESS. Personal
to payments received by a county treasurer after the county RERPErty taxes on property used in a commercial enterprise which

settled in full for special charges, special assessments, spei§fasing business may be paid in advance of the tax levy at any
taxes and real property taxes. time before the 3rd Monday in December of the year in which

iness ceases.

(d) A treasurer, upon receipt of a written request by a taxpa)p istory: 1987 a. 378,

to do so, shall apply any remaining portion of the payment to per-

sonal property taxes after satisfying all other amounts due. 74.15 Payment of real property taxes by grantor and
(12) DELINQUENT TAXES RETURNED; COLLECTION BY COUNTY.  grantee. If real property is conveyed and there is no valid written
(a) The taxation district treasurer shall retain the tax roll and makgreement between the grantor and the grantee concerning the
collections through July 31. On or before August 15, the taxatipayment of real property taxes for the year in which the convey-
district treasurer shall return the tax roll to the county treasurance is made, the grantor shall pay to the grantee an amount equal
The county treasurer shall collect all returned delinquent realone-twelfth of the taxes assessed against the property for the
property taxes, special assessments, special charges and sped@hdaryear preceding the year in which the conveyance is made
taxes, together with interest and penalty assessed from the pigktiplied by the number of months in the calendar year of the
vious February 1, as provided under s. 74.47. conveyance which have elapsed before the date of the convey-
(b) The taxation district treasurer shall forward to the coungnce, including the month in which the conveyance is made if the
treasurer all real property taxes, special assessments, sp@caleyance occurs after the 15th day of the month.
charges and special taxes received which were not settled for oifstory: 1987 a. 378; 1989 a. 104.

retained for the taxation district under s. 74.30. . . i
History: 1987 a. 378: 1989 a. 104, 336; 1991 a. 39, 293; 2003 a. 94; 2005 a. 349:19 Taxreceipts. The county clerk, unless a different offi-
clal is designated by the county board, shall procure and furnish

74.125 Public depositories.  The taxation district treasurertax receipts, prescribed under s. 70.09 (3), to each taxation district
or county treasurer, as appropriate, may designate one or ntogasurer ithe county. The taxation district treasurer shall use the
public depositories, among those previously designated undetag. receipts so furnished. If requested under s. 74.09 (3) (g), the
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taxation district treasurer shatlail a copy of the tax receiptto the (a) Special assessments, special charges and special taxes.
requester. This section does not apply to cities authorized to prbe taxation district treasurer shall:

ceed under s. 74.87 or to counties having a population of 500,0001. Pay to the county treasurer all collections of special assess-
or more. ments or special charges levied under ch. 88.

History: 1987 a. 378. 2. Pay to the proper treasurer all collections of special assess-
ments, special charges and special taxes, except that occupational
jaxesunder ss. 70.40 to 70.421 and forest cropland, woodland and
tion district or county, from an escrow account funded by the pr 1anaged forest land taxes under ch. 77 shall be settled for under
erty owner, the real property taxes levied against owner—occup ds. 5. to 8 . ) .
residential property containingpt more than 4 dwelling units, the 3. Retain all collections of special assessments, special
payer annually shall send written notification of payment of re@iparges and special taxes due to the taxation district, except that
the payer for any year. The notification shall state when the régftled for under subds. 5. to 8.

74.21 Notification of payment of taxes from escrowed
funds. If a person other than the property owner pays to a ta

property taxes were paid and the amount paid. 4. Retain all collections of omitted property taxes under s.
History: 1987 a. 378. 70.44.
4m. Pay to each taxing jurisdiction within the district its pro-
SUBCHAPTER IV portionate share of the taxes and interest under s. 70.995 (12) (a).
5. Pay to the secretary of administration all collections of
SETTLEMENT occupational taxes on mink farms, 30% of collections of occupa-

tional taxes on iron ore concentrates, and 10% of collections of
74.23 January settlement. (1) SETTLEMENT. On or before occupational taxes on coal docks.
January 15, the treasurer of each taxation district, except the trea-6. Pay to the county treasurer 20% of collections of occupa-
surer of a city authorized to act under s. 74.87, shall settle fortahal taxes on coal docks, 20% of collections of the taxes imposed
collections received through the last day of the preceding montider ss. 77.04 and 77.84 (2) (a) and (am), and all collections of
as follows: payments for closed lands under s. 77.84 (2) (b) and (bm).

(a) Special assessments, special charges and special taxes.7. Retain for the taxation district all collections of occupa-

The taxation district treasurer shall: tional taxes on grain storage and petroleum and petroleum prod-

1. Pay to the county treasurer all collections of special asséggsand 70% of collections of occupational taxes on iron ore con-
ments or special charges levied under ch. 88. centrates and coal docks.

2. Pay to the proper treasurer all collections of Specia| 335953_8. Retain for the taxation district all \_Noodland tax law _COHEC-
ments, special charges and special taxes, except that occupatié®g under s. 77.16 and 80% of collections of the taxes imposed
taxesunder ss. 70.40 to 70.421 and forest cropland, woodland atiler ss. 77.04 and 77.84 (2) (a) and (am).
managed forest land taxes under ch. 77 shall be settled for undeib) General property taxes.After making the distribution
s.74.25(1) (a) 1. to 8. under par. (a), the taxation district treasurer shall do all of the fol-

3. Retain all collections of special assessments, spedf¥ing: ) _ ) )
charges and special taxes due to the taxation district. 1. Except as provided in subd. 3., pay in full to each taxing

4. Retain all collections of omitted property taxes under Jgrisdiction withinthe district all personal property taxes included
70.44. in the tax rc_)II w_hic_:h haye not previously been paid to, or retained

5. Pay to each taxing jurisdiction within tistrict its propor- by, that taxing jurisdiction, except that the treasurer shall pay the

tionate share of the taxes and interest under s. 70.995 (12) (aayate’s proportionate share to the county. As part of that distribu-
. TR on, the taxation district treasurer shall allocate to each tax incre-
(b) General property taxes.After making the distribution

d the taxafion district t hall i h mental district within the taxation district and each environmental
under par. (a), the taxation district treasurer shall pay to each tuq jiation tax incremental district created by the taxation dis-
ing jurisdiction within the district its proportionate share of 9€Tict its proportionate share of personal property taxes. The taxa-

eral property taxes, except that the treasurer shall pay the st [Sr?district treasurer shall also distribute to the county the propor-
proportionate share to the county. As part of that distribution, & 516 'share of personal property taxes for each environmental
taxation district treasurer shall retain for the taxation district ar mediation tax incremental district created by the county.

for each tax incremental district within the taxation district an 2 Pavt h taxing iurisdicti ithin the district it
each environmental remediation tax incremental district created < 2 10 €ach taxing jurisaiction within the district its pro-
rtionate share of real property taxes, except that the treasurer

by the taxation district its proportionate share of general prope! I the state’ tionate share 1o th v A t of
taxes. The taxation district treasurer shall also distribute to pay the state's proportionate share 1o the county. As part o
distribution, the taxation district treasurer shall retain for the

gcr)lsir;gyntmhgnq;?egmggﬁafgoihtz;&eigfcrgeeggﬁélp é?saﬁ?tyct%);?:éogye ation district and for each tax incremental district within the
axation district and each environmental remediation tax incre-

county. mental district created by the taxation district its proportionate

share of real property taxes. The taxation district treasurer shall

treasurer shall make payments required under sub. (1) whethel|0f qistribute to the county the proportionate share of real prop-

not the governing body of the taxation district has approved ths&, 15565 for each environmental remediation tax incremental
payments.Following a payment required under sub. (1), the taxﬁl'sttrict created by the county.
IS :

tion district treasurer shall prepare and transmit a voucher for t 3. Pay to each taxing jurisdiction within the district its pro-

payment to the governing body of the taxation district. ; .
History: 1987 a. 378; 1989 a. 104; 1991 a. 39; 2001 a. 16; 2005 a. 418, Portionate share of taxes on improvements on leased land, except

that the treasurer shall pay the state’s proportionate share to the
74.25 February settlement. (1) SeTTLEMENT. On or before county and except the taxation district may pay in full all taxes on
February 20, the taxation district treasurer, except the treasureintifrovements on leased land, as provided with subd. 1.  As part
a city authorized to proceed under s. 74.87 or the treasurer ©f ghat distribution, the taxation district treasurer shall allocate to
taxationdistrict that has adopted an ordinance under s. 74.12, skaghtax incremental district within the taxation district its propor-
settle for all collections received through the last day of the pténate share of taxes on improvements on leased land.
cedingmonth and all amounts timely paid under s. 74.69 (1) which (2) APPROVALOFPAYMENT NOTREQUIRED. The taxation district
were not settled for under s. 74.23 as follows: treasurer shall make payments required under sub. (1) whether or
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not the governing body of the taxation district has approved thosg(f) Pay to the county treasurer 20% of collections of occupa-

payments.Following a payment required under sub. (1), the taxtienal taxes on coal docks, 20% of collections of the taxes imposed
tion district treasurer shall prepare and transmit a voucher for sugider ss. 77.04 and 77.84 (2) (a) and (am), and all collections of
payment to the governing body of the taxation district. payments for closed lands under s. 77.84 (2) (b) and (bm).

(3) ReTURNOFTAX ROLL. After completing the settlement pro- (g) Retain for the taxation district all collections of occupa-
cedures required under sub. (1), the taxation district treasurer stiatlal taxes on grain storage and petroleum and petroleum prod-
transfer the tax roll to the county treasurer as provided undeustsand 70% of collections of occupational taxes on iron ore con-
74.43 (1). centrates and coal docks.

(4) AMOUNTS NOT TIMELY RECEIVED FORWARDED TO COUNTY (h) Retain for the taxation district all woodland tax law collec-
TREASURER. The taxation district treasurer shall forward to th#ons under s. 77.16 and 80% of collections of the taxes imposed
county treasurer all real property taxes, special assessments, gpéer ss. 77.04 and 77.84 (2) (a) and (am).
cial charges and special taxes received which were not settled fofjy Except as provided in par. (k), pay in full to each taxing
or retained for the taxation district. _ _ Aur_isdiction withinthe district all personal property taxes included
Sonstory: 1987 a. 378: 1089 a. 56, 104; 1991 a. 39; 2001 a. 16; 2003 a. 33, ¢Bthe tax roll which have not previously been paid to, or retained

o T by, each taxing jurisdiction, except that the treasurer shall pay the

74.27 March settlement between counties and the state’s proportionate share to the county. As part of that distribu-

state. On or before March 15, the county treasurer shall sendtifi‘ﬁ' the taxation district treasurer shall allocate to each tax incre-

the secretary of administration the state’s proportionate share§gntal district within the taxation district and each environmental
taxes under ss. 74.23 (1) (b) and 74.25 (1) (b) 1. and 2. remediation tax incremental district created by the taxation dis-

History: 1991 a. 39; 2003 a. 33. t_rict it_s p_roportionate share of pe_rsc_)nal property taxes. The taxa-
tion district treasurer shall also distribute to the county the propor-

74.29 August settlement. (1) On or before August 20, the tionate share of personal property taxes for each environmental
county treasurer shall pay in full to the proper treasurer all régmediation tax incremental district created by the county.
property taxes, including taxes offset by the credit under s. 79.10(j) Pay to eaclaxing jurisdiction within the district its propor-
(5), and special taxes included in the tax roll which have not ptenate share of real property taxes, except that the treasurer shall
viously been paid to, or retained by, the proper treasurepuAty pay the state’s proportionate share to the county. As part of that
may, by resolution adopted by the county board, direct the coudtgtribution, the taxation district treasurer shall retain fotaka-
treasurer to pay in full to the proper treasurer all special assea#m district and for each tax incremental district within the taxa-
ments and special charges included in the tax roll which have tioh district and each environmental remediation tax incremental
previously been paid to, or retained by, the proper treasurer. district created by the taxation district its proportionate share of

(2) On or before August 20, a taxation district treasurer wheal property taxes. The taxation district treasurer shall also dis-
has not paid in full all taxes on improvements on leased land uniiute tothe county the proportionate share of real property taxes
S. 74.25 (1) (b) 1. or under s. 74.30 (1) or (2) shall pay in full tor each environmental remediation tax incremental district
each taxing jurisdiction within the district all taxes on improvesreated by the county.
ments on leased land included in the tax roll which have not pre-(k) Pay to each taxing jurisdiction within the district its pro-
viously been paid to, or retained by, the taxing jurisdiction, excepbrtionate share of taxes on improvements on leased land, except
that the treasurer shall pay the state’s proportionate share totkag the treasurer shall pay the state’s proportionate share to the
county. As part of that distribution, the taxation district treasurepunty. As part of that distribution, the taxation district treasurer
shall allocate to each tax incremental district within the taxatighall allocate to each tax incremental district within the taxation
IdiSt(;iCt its proportionate share of taxes on improvements on leasfistrictits proportionate share of taxes on improvements on leased
anda. land.

History: 1987 a.378; 1991 a. 39, 269; 2005 a. 241. (Im) MARCH SETTLEMENTBETWEEN COUNTIESAND THE STATE.
On or before March 15, the county treasurer shall send to the sec-

74.30  Settlement in certain taxation districts. ~ The r€a- o5 of administration the state’s proportionate shares of taxes
surer of a taxation district which has enacted an ordinance un &ler sub () (i) and ()

S. 74.12 shall settle under this section.
(2) SUBSEQUENTSETTLEMENTS. On or before the 15th day of

1) FEBRUARY SETTLEMENT. On or before February 20, the : : : ;
tax(at)ion district treasurer shall do all of the following'y each month following the month in which an installment payment
) T of real property taxes is required by the ordinance, the taxation

(a) Pay to the county treasurer all collections of special assefigtrict treasurer shall do all of the following:

ments or special charges levied under ch. 38' ) (a) Pay to the proper treasurer all collections of delinquent spe-
(b) Pay to the proper treasurer all collections of special assegsr Essessments, special charges and special taxes not previously
d for, as directed by sub. (1) (a) to (h).

ments, special charges and special taxes, except that occupat
taxesunder ss. 70.40 to 70.421 and forest cropland, woodland an§ ) Pay to each taxing jurisdiction within the district its pro-
ionate share of real property taxes collected, except that the

managed forest land taxes under ch. 77 shall be settled for urb%

pars. (e) to (h)' ) ) taxation district treasurer shall pay the state’s proportionate share
(c) Retain all collections of special assessments, speq@khe county, and the county treasurer shall settle for that share
charges and special taxes due to the taxation district, except rs. 74.29. As part of that distribution, the taxation district
occupational taxes under ss. 70.40 to 70.421 and forest croplanch g reshall retain for the taxation district and for each tax incre-
woodland and managed forest land taxes under ch. 77 shal g5 district within the taxation district and each environmental

settled for upder pars. (‘_3) to (h). _ remediation tax incremental district created by the taxation dis-
(d) Retain all collections of omitted property taxes under gict its proportionate share of real property taxes. The taxation
70.44. district treasurer shall also distribute to the county the proportion-

(dm) Pay to each taxing jurisdiction within the district its proate share of real property taxes for each environmental remedia-
portionate share of the taxes and interest under s. 70.995 (12)ti@). tax incremental district created by the county.

(e) Pay to the secretary of administration all collections of (c) Pay to each taxing jurisdiction within the district its propor-
occupational taxes on mink farms, 30% of collections of occup#nate share of taxes on improvements on leased land, except that
tional taxes on iron ore concentrates, and 10% of collectionstioé treasurer shall pay the state’s proportionate share to the county.
occupational taxes on coal docks. As part of that distribution, the taxation district treasurer shall
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allocate teeach tax incremental district within the taxation district (2) CLAIM AGAINST TAXATION DISTRICT. (&) A person
its proportionate share of taxes on improvements on leased laagrieved by the levy and collection of an unlawful tax assessed
(3) APPROVALOFPAYMENT NOTREQUIRED. The taxation district againstis or her property may file a claim to recover the unlawful
treasurer shall make payments required under subs. (1) andi@®)against the taxation district which collected the tax.
whether or not the governing body of the taxation district has (b) A claim filed under this section shall meet all of the follow-
approved those payments. Following a payment required ungigy conditions:
subs. (1) and (2), the taxation district treasurer shall prepare and ; -
: X 1. Be in writing.
transmit a voucher for that payment to the governing body of the . . . .
taxation district. 2. State the alleged circumstances giving rise to the claim,
History: 1987 a. 378; 1991 a. 39; 1995 a. 408; 2001 a. 16; 2003 a. 33, 228; 2Eluding the basis for the claim as specified in s. 74.33 (1) (a) to
a. 241, 418; 2007 a. 97. (e).

74.31 Failure to settle timely.  If the taxation district trea- 3. State as accurately as possible the amount of the claim.

surer orcounty treasurer does not settle as required under ss. 74.23% Be signed by the claimant or his or her agent.

to 74.30: 5. Be served on the clerk of the taxation district in the manner
(1) INTERESTCHARGE. The taxation district or county which Prescribed in's. 801.11 (4).

has not settled shall pay 12% annual interest on the amount nof2m) ExcLusIVE PROCEDURE. A claim that property is exempt,

timely paid to the taxing jurisdiction, including this state, to whicbther than a claim that property is exempt under s. 70.11 (21) or

money is due, calculated from the date settlement was requiré2i7), may be made only in an action under this section. Such a
(2) PenaLTY. The taxing jurisdiction, including this state, toclaimmay not be made by means of an action under s. 74.33 or an

which money is due may demand, in writing, payment from ti@gtion for a declaratory judgment under s. 806.04.

taxation district or county which has not settled. If, within 3 days (3) ActiononcLam. (a) In this subsection, to “disallow” a

afterreceipt of a written demand, settlement is not made, the taxgim means either to deny the claim in whole or in part or to fail

tion district or county shall pay the taxing jurisdiction, includingo take final action on the claim within 90 days after the claim is
this state, making the demand a 5% penalty on the amount remgjaq.

|ng{unp.a|%.87 387- 1991 a. 39 (b) The taxation district shall notify the claimant by certified

Istory: & S8 ATEL a8, or registered mail whether the claim is allowed or disallowed
within 90 days after the claim is filed.

(c) If the governing body of the taxation district determines
that an unlawful tax has been paid and that the claim for recovery
of the unlawful tax has complied with all legal requirements, the
governing body shall allow the claim. The taxation district trea-

74.33 Sharing and charging back of taxes due to pal- surer shall pay the claim not later than 90 days after the claim is
pable errors. (1) GrRounps. After the tax roll has been deliv- 4owed. pay 4

ered to thereasurer of the taxation district under s. 74.03, the gov- d) If the taxation district disall the claim. the clai t
erning body of the taxation district may refund or rescind in whole () !f the taxation district disallows the claim, the claimant may
mmence an action in circuit court to recover the amount of the

or in part any general property tax shown in the tax roll, includiryy . - L
P Y9 property ctaimnot allowed. The action shall be commenced within 90 days

agreed-upon interest, if ger the claimant receives notice by certified or registered mail
(@) A clerical error has been made in the description of tﬁmat the claim is disallowed.

property or in the computation of the tax. o
(4) INTEREST. The amount of a claim filed under sub. (2) or an

which did ot exst on the date.uncer s. 76,10 for making (fgton commenced under sub. (3 may include terest computeg
rom the date ofiling the claim against the taxation district, at the

SUBCHAPTER V

ADJUSTMENT

assessment. te of 0.8% th
(c) The property is exempt by law from taxation, except as pf& o, o' --°7° PEr mont. i
vided under stb. (2). (5) LIMITATIONS ONBRINGING CLAIMS. (a) Except as provided

der par. (b), a claim under this section shall be filed by January
of the year in which the tax is payable.

(e) A double assessment has been made. (b) A claim under this section for recovery of taxes paid to the

. . -, _ rong taxation district shall be filed within 2 years after the last
(f) An arithmetic, transpositional or similar error has occurreglate gpecified for timely payment of the tax u)r/1der s.74.11,74.12

(2) ExcepTions. The governing body of a taxation districty, 74 g7
may not refund or rescind any tax under this section if the alleged, .’ N. lai be filed intained under thi .
errormay be appealed under s. 70.995 (8) (c) or if the alleged emc) o claim may be filed or maintained under this section

is solely that the assessor placed a valuation on the property Hiigss the tax for which the claim is filed, or any authorized
is exce)ésive. P propefty installmentpayment of the tax, is timely paid under s. 74.11, 74.12

(3) CHARGINGBACK AND SHARINGTAXES. If an error under sub. or 74.87. ) . .

(1) has been discovered, the governing body of the taxation dis{d) No claim may be made under this section based on the con-
trict shall proceed under s. 74.41. tention that the tax was unlawful because the property is exempt

History: 1987 a. 378; 1991 a. 39; 1993 a. 307; 1995 a. 408. from taxation under s. 70.11 (21) or (27).

A potential error in classifying a mobile home as real, not personal, property was
not a clerical error under sub. (1) (a), nor could it be considered to be the inclusio (6) COMPENSATION FOR TAXAﬂO'\_' DISTRICT.  If taxgs ar,e .
of a real property improvement that did not exist under sub. (1) (b), as the propégyundedunder sub. (3), the governing body of the taxation district
did exist. Ahrens v. Town of Fulton, 2000 WI App. 268, 240 Wis. 2d 124, 621 N.V\/.ngay proceed under s. 74.41.

ggg%%'};fgé_“fmed on other grounds, 2002 W1 29, 251 Wis.2d 135, 641 N-W.2d iy v 1987 4. 378; 1989 a. 104; 1991 a. 39; 1997 a. 237; 2007 a. 19.

(d) The property is not located in the taxation district for whi(%q
the tax roll was prepared.

74.35 Recovery of unlawful taxes. (1) DeriNmions. In 74.37  Claim on excessive assessment. (1) DEFINITION.

this section “unlawful tax” means a general property tax with this section, a “claim for an excessive assessment” or an “action

respect to which one or more errors specified in s. 74.33 (1) (afab an excessive assessment” means a claim or action, respec-
(f) were made. “Unlawful tax” does not include a tax in respetively, by an aggrieved person to recover that amount of general

to which the alleged defect is solely that the assessor placed a valaperty tax imposed because the assessment of property was
ation on the property that is excessive. excessive.
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(2) CLam. (a) A claim for an excessive assessment may be(7) CompeNsATION. If taxes are refunded under sub. (3), the
filed against the taxation district, or the county that has a couggverningbody of the taxation district or county that has a county
assessor system, which collected the tax. assessor system may proceed under s. 74.41.

i i i i _ History: 1987 a. 378; 1989 a. 104; 1993 a. 292; 1995 a. 408; 2007 a. 86.
(b) A claim filed under this section shall meet all of the follow Sections 70.47 (13), 70.85, and 74.37 provide the exclusive method to challenge

Ing conditions: a municipality’s bases for assessment of individual parcels. All require appeal to the
1. Be in writing. board of review prior to court action. There is no alternative procedure to challenge

i . i . an assessment’s compliance with the uniformity clause. Hermann v. Town of Dela-

2. State the alleged circumstances giving rise to the clainvan, 215 wis. 2d 370, 572 N.w.2d 855 (1998), 96-0171.

i im Sub.(6) is unconstitutional and severed from the remainder of the section. Nankin
3. State as accurately as possible the amount of the CIaIrT\]/.'\ﬁllage of Shorewood, 2001 WI 92, 245 Wis. 2d 86, 630 N.W.2d 141, 99-1058.

4. Be signed by the claimant or his or her agent. Claimants who never received notice of a changed assessment under s. 70.365

5. Be served on the clerk of the taxation district, or the Clemre exempt from the obligation to proceed before the board of review. However,

’ X were required to meet the January 31 filing date in sub. (2), regardless of the fact
of the county that has a county assessor system, in the mannermsaylehey never received the notice. Reese v. City of Pewaukee, 2002 WI App 67, 252
scribed in s. 801.11 (4) by January 31 of the year in which the ¥fig. 2d 361, 642 N.W.2d 596, 01-0850.

B While certiorari review of an assessment is limited to the review of the board of
based upon the contested assessment is payable. assessment’s record, sub. (3) (d) allows the court to proceed without regard to any

(3) AcTionon cLAIM. (@) In this subsection, to “disallow” a determinatiormade at an earlier proceeding. The assessor’s assessment is presumed

; ; [ ; rrect only if the challenging party does not present significant contrary evidence.
claim means either to deny the claim in whole or in partor to fé‘ﬂe court may hear new evidence and can enter a judgment if it is in the best interest

to take final action on the claim within 90 days after the claim #sthe parties under s. 73.39 (3). Bloomer Housing Limited Partnership v. City of
filed. Bloomer, 2002 WI App 252, 257 Wis. 2d 883, 653 N.W.2d 309, 01-3495.

. s er Nankin,the state-wide application of this section must prevail over any stat-
(b) The taxat'_on dIStrICt_Or county tha_t_has a cou_nty assester_@gtthat would defeat its implementation. Special rules help harmonize provisions
system shall notify the claimant by certified or registered maikt were once fully compatible with this section but, as a result of Nankin, conflict

whetherthe claim is allowed or disallowed within 90 days after thﬁ'ptg e Sy 7 o s ciation v. City of Milwaukee, 2003 Wi

claim is filed. When aaxpayer brings an action to recover excessive taxes under this section, the
(c) If the governing body of the taxation district or county thégast favorable outcome for the taxpayer, and the best possible outcome for the taxa-

. i hority, is for the court to conclude there were no excessive taxes. The court

has acounty assessor system (_jetermlnes that a tax has bee fMBtimpose a greater tax burden than the one the taxation authority already agreed
which was based on an excessive assessment, and that the @aifien it accepted the taxpayer’s payment. Although the court need not defer to the

for an excessive assessment has complied with all legal requ*PF@fd of review’s determination, and there is a statutory presumption that the asses-
(_)r‘s determination is correct, when the board of review reduces the original assess-

m_ems’the governing body shall allow the _Cla'm' The taxation d'§1ent the court cannot reinstate the assessor’s original assessment. Trailwood Ven-
trict or county treasurer shall pay the claim not later than 90 daygs, LLC v. Village of Kronenwetter, 2009 WI App 18, 315 Wis. 2d 791, 762

fter the claim is allowed. N.W.2d 841, 08-1221.
ate e ca s allowed When a city assessor correctly applies the Property Assessment Manual and sta-

(d) If the taxation district or county disallows the claim, thetes, and there is no significant evidence to the contrary, courts will reject a party’s
claimant may commence an action in circuit court to recover teitgllenge tdhe assessment. Allright Properties, Inc. v. City of Milwaukee, 2009 WI
. . p 46, 317 Wis. 2d 228, 767 N.W.2d 567, 08-0510.
amo_unt otthe claim not a"OWed' The a_Ctlon Sh_a" be Commenc helegislature meNankiris equal protection concerns but still gave communities,
within 90 days after the claimant receives notice by registerednefiimited to Milwaukee County, the choice to relegate those taxpayers unhappy with

certified mail that the claim is disallowed. theirassessments to procedures other than the action permitted by sub. (3) (d) by giv-
R R . ing those communities the ability to opt out of the action route by the adoption of an
(4) ConpiTions. (a) No claim or action for an excessiveppropriate ordinance under sub. (4) (d), which, unlike theNaskinscheme, pro-

assessment may be brought under this section unless the prdggs-a broad right to be heard in court following an adverse decision by a board of
. . iew. Metropolitan Associates v. City of Milwaukee, 2009 WI App 157, Wis.

dures for objecting to assessments under s. 70.47, except undgf's’ ’ NW2d . 09-0524.

70.47 (13), have been complied with. This paragraph does not

apply if notice under s. 70.365 was not given. 74.39 Court-ordered reassessment. (1) COURT MAY

(b) No claim or action for an excessive assessment maydmeR. Except as provided in sub. (3), in any action under s. 74.35
brought or maintained under this section unless the tax for whi@) or 74.37 (3), if the court determines that a reassessment of the
the claim is filed, or any authorized installment of the tax, is timefyroperty upon which the taxes were paid is necessary, the court,
paid under s. 74.11 or 74.12. before entering judgmerghall continue the action to permit reas-

(c) No claim or action for an excessive assessment maysggsment of the property. If, based on the reassessment, the court
brought or maintained under this section if the assessment ofdigéermines that the amount of taxes paid by the plaintiff is not
propertyfor the same year is contested under s. 70.47 (7) (c), (1jcessive, judgment shall be entered for the defendant. If, based
or (16) (c) or 70.85. No assessment may be contested und@nghe reassessment, the court determines that the amount of taxes
70.47 (7) (c), (13), or (16) (c) or 70.85 if a claim is brought arﬂ;ﬁlq py the plaintiff is excessive, Judgment shall bg entered for the
maintained under this section based on the same assessmenglaintiff for the amount of the excessive taxes paid.

(d) No claim or action for an excessive assessment may be2) CHALLENGE OF REASSESSMENT. The validity of a reassess-
brought or maintained under this section if the taxation district entunder sub. (1) may be challenged under s. 75.54. A reassess-
which the property is located enacts an ordinance under s. 701gnt under s. 75.54 shall be made by the assessor of the assess-
(7) (c) or if the 1st class city in which the property is located enagént district in which the property to be reassessed is located.
an ordinance under s. 70.47 (16) (c), except that this paragraplf3) ExcepTion. The court may proceed to judgment without
does not apply if the taxation district or the 1st class city did natdering areassessment under sub. (1), if the court finds that to do
comply with s. 70.365. S0 is in the best interests of all parties to the action and if the court

(5) INTEREST. The amount of a claim filed under sub. (2) or ai$ able to determine the amount of unlawful taxes with reasonable

actioncommenced under sub. (3) may include interest at the avegttainty.

age annual discount rate determined by the last auction dfistory: 1987 a.378.
6-month U.S. treasury bills before the objection per day for t
period oftime between the time when the tax was due and the d
that the claim was paid. S

6) Ex This section d t apply i ties wity
(6) ExcepTion. This section does not apply in counties Witly, chvear, the clerk of a taxation district may submit to the depart-
a population of 500,000 or more.

ment of reven n a form prescri h rtment of reve-
NOTE: The supreme court inNankin v. Village of Shorewood2001 WI 92, 245 ent of revenue, on a fo prescribed by the department of reve

Wis. 2d 86, 630 N.W.2d 141, held sub. (6) to baconstitutional and severed from nuev a "St'ng of all general property taxes on the Q'S”'Ct’s tax roll
the remainder of the statute. which, subject to sub. (2), meet any of the following conditions:

41 Charging back refunded or rescinded taxes;
aring certain collected taxes. (1) SuBMISSION OF
EFUNDEDOR RESCINDEDTAXES TO DEPARTMENT. By October 1 of
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(@) Have been refunded to taxpayers under s. 70.511. proportionateshare of those taxes. ithin 30days after receipt of
(b) Have been rescinded or refunded to taxpayers unde?@.oz!ce gfatl.CT?rge‘baC‘ihthe taxmgt {jurlSdICt(IjO?hSh?”tpayhtollthe
74.33. axation district treasurer the amount due, and the state shall pay
(bm) Have been refunded or collected under s. 70.43.  (© the proper county treasurer the amount due.
(bn) Have been rescinded or refunded to taxpayers unde, ﬁ('2) SUBSEQUENT ?'STR'BUT'ONS' Anhamogng eﬂual dto amt’)
70.74 or 75.25 (2). élinquent personal property taxes charged back under sub. (1)
b funded d g%lch are subsequently collected by the taxation district, minus
(c) Have been refunded to taxpayers under s. 74.35 or 74& cost of collecting those taxes, shall be proportionately distrib-
(d) Have been corrected under s. 70.73 (1m). uted toeach taxing jurisdiction to which the delinquent taxes were
(2) AMOUNT REQUIRED FOR SUBMISSION. A tax may be charged back under sub. (1). Distributions under this subsection
included on dorm submitted under sub. (1) only if one of the folshall be made on May 15, August 15, November 15 and February
lowing applies: 15.
(a) The tax and all other taxes under sub. (1) which are levieHfistory: 1987 a. 378; 1989 a. 104; 1991 a. 39; 1995 a. 278.
for the same year and which are listed on the same form total at

least $5,000. SUBCHAPTER VI
(b) The tax under sub. (1) for any single description of propemﬁ
in the tax roll for any one year is $500 or more. ETURN AND COLLECTION OF DELINQUENT TAXES

(3) EFFECT ON EQUALIZED VALUE DETERMINED. The depart- ) .
ment of revenue shall, by the November 15 following submissidd-43 Return of unpaid taxes, special assessments
of the form under sub. (1), determine the amount of the changBd special charges. (1) DELIVERY OF TAX ROLL. Except as
if any, in the equalized valuation of the taxation district resultirfovided in s. 74.12, on or before February 20, tketitan district
from a consideration of the valuation represented by the tafe@asurer, except the treasurer of a city authorized to act under s.

under sub. (1). The determination of the department of reverife87, shall transfer the tax roll to the county treasurer. The tax
under this subsection is reviewable only under s. 227.53. roll transferred to the county treasurer shall meet all of the follow-
(4) AmounT DETERMINED. If the department of revenue deter!N9 conditions:

mines under sub. (3) that the equalized value of the taxation dig(2) Contain all information required under s. 70.65 (2) (a) to
trict is changed as a result of consideration of the valuation reﬂ:‘i1 and (f). ] )
sented byhe taxes under sub. (1), the department of revenue shal(b) Conform with the format required by the department of

do one of the following: revenue under s. 70.09 (3).
(a) Adjust the equalized value of the taxation district under s. () Reflect all payments received by the taxation district trea-
70.57. surer.

(b) Determine the amount of rescinded or refunded taxes to bd2) CORRECTIONOF PROPERTYDESCRIPTION. If the county trea-
charged back to, and collected from, each taxing jurisdiction f&krer discovers any error or inadequacy in the description of any
which taxes were collected by the taxation district, and determipi@perty inthe tax roll, he or she may correct the description in the
the amount of taxes collected under s. 74.33 to be shared with ég¥fioll at any time prior to issuance of the tax certificate under s.
taxing jurisdiction for which taxes were collected by the taxatiofft.57. If the county treasurer corrects a description of property,
district. Except for interest on refunds undefG511 (2) (b) that he or she shall keep a record identifying the place where each
is paid with respect to property that was assessed under s. 7039g5ction is made, briefly describing the correction and specify-
and that is not paid by the department of administration undef the date when the correction was made.

70.511 (2) (bm), the amount determined may not include any(3) COUNTY TREASURERTO ACCEPTUNPAID TAXES. If the roll is
interest. delivered under sub. (1), the county treasurer shall accept all

(5) NOTICEAND PAYMENT. (a) The department of revenue shalinpaid real property taxes, special assessments, special charges
certify to the clerk of the taxation district the amount determinéd special taxes contained in the tax roll.
undersub. (4) (a) or (b) and shall furnish a copy of the certificationHistory: 1987 a. 378; 1991 a. 39.

to each aﬁected.tamlng.Jur|sq|ct|on. . . 74.45 Certificate of delinquent taxes; endorsement of
(b) Each taxing jurisdiction to which an amount is chargegeasurer’s bond. (1) CERTIFICATE OF DELINQUENT TAXES BY
back under sub. (4) (b) shall pay the amount certified under Ra&synTy TREASURER. After the taxation district treasurer transfers
(a) to the taxation district treasurer by February 15 of the year f@{e tax roll under s. 74.12 or 74.43, the county treasurer shall pre-
lowing the determination under sub. (3). By February 15 of th@re a certificate of the amount that is delinquent on real property
year following the determination under sub. (3), the taxation dignd the amount that is not delinquent but payable in subsequent
trict treasurer shall pay tfzmounts to be shared with other taxingnstallments omeal property and the amount of delinquent special
jurisdictions. _ ~ assessments, special charges and special taxes.
~ (6) NOEFFECTONMILL RATELIMITS. Atax levied by a taxation  (2) ENDORSEMENTOF TAXATION DISTRICT TREASURER'SBOND.
jurisdiction to fund an amount which the taxing jurisdiction iafter the taxation district treasurer has fulfilled the requirements
required tgpay under sub. (5) shall not be considered in determiigy settliement with the county under s. 74.25 or 74.30, the county
ing whether the taxing jurisdiction is in compliance with any statyeasurer if requested to do so, shall endorse the bond of the taxa-
torily imposed mill rate limit. tion district treasurer executed under s. 70.67 (1) as satisfied and
History: 1987 a. 378;1991 a. 39; 1995 a. 408; 2001 a. 16; 2005 a. 405.  pajd, The endorsement fully discharges the taxation district trea-
surer and his or her sureties from the obligations of the bond,
74.42 Charge back of personal property taxes; subse- unless the return of the taxation district treasurer unde.43 is
quent distributions. (1) CHARGEBACK. No earlier than Feb- faise  |f the return is false, the bond continues in force and the
ruary 2and no later than April 1, the taxation district treasurer Mayxation district treasurer and his or her sureties are subject to

chargeback to each taxing jurisdiction within the taxation districyction upon the bond for all deficiencies and damages resulting
exceptthis state, its proportionate share of those personal propgfbim the false return.

taxes for which the taxation district settled in full the previous nistory: 1987 a. 378; 1991 a. 39.

February, which were delinquent at the time of settlement, which

have not been collected in the intervening year and which rema@h47 Interest and penalty on delinquent amounts.
delinquent. Athe same time, if there are charge-backs, the taXd) INTEREST. The interest rate on delinquent general property
tion district treasurer shall charge back to the county the stateises, special charges, special assessments and special taxes

Text from the 2007-08 Wis. Stats. database updated by the Legislative Reference Bureau. Only printed statutes are certified
unders. 35.18 (2), stats. Statutory changes ef fective prior to 1-2-10 are printed as if currently in effect. Statutory changes effec-
tive on or after 1-2-10 are designated by NOTES. Report errors at (608) 266-3561, FAX 264-6948, http://www.le-
gis.state.wi.us/rsb/stats.html



Electronic reproduction of 2007-08 Wis. Stats. database, updated and current through 2009 Act 100 and December 30, 2009.
Updated 07-08 Wis. Stats. Database 10
74.47 PROPERTY TAX COLLECTION Not certified under s. 35.18 (2), stats.

included in the tax roll for collection is one percent per month or (3) VALUE DETERMINATION. Annually, the department of reve-
fraction of a month. nue shall determine the average equalized value of an acre of agri-

(2) PENALTY ALLOWED. (a) Any county board and the com-cultural land in each county in the previous year, as provided
mon council of any city authorized to act under s. 74.87 may Bgder s70.57, and the average fair market value of an acre of agri-
ordinance impose a penalty of up to 0.5% per month or fractirlturalland sold in each county in the previous year based on the
of a month, in addition to the interest under sub. (1), on any defa@les in each county in the previous year of parcels of agricultural
quent general property taxes, special assessments, special chéagd#hat are 38 acres or more to buyers who intend to use the land
and special taxes included in the tax roll. as agricultural land.

(b) Any ordinance enacted under par. (a) may specify that the(4) EXCEPTIONSAND DEFERRAL. (a) A person who owns land
penalty under this subsection shall apply to any general propéltgt has been assessed as agricultural land under s. 70.32 (2r) and
taxes, special assessments, special charges and special taxeglioatonverts the land’s use so that the land is not eligible to be
are delinquent on the effective date of the ordinance. assessed as agricultural land under s. 70.32 (2r) is not subject to

(3) DisTRIBUTION. (a) All interest and penalties collected bya conversion charge under sub. (2) if the converted land may be
the county treasurer on payments of real property taxes and @ssessed as undeveloped under s. 70.32 (2) (a) 5., as agricultural
cial taxes shall be retained by the county treasurer for the coufyest under s. 70.32 (2) (a) 5m., as productive forest land under

(b) Allinterest and penalties on payments of delinquent spedial’0-32 (2) (@) 6., or as other under s. 70.32 (2) (a) 7. or if the
assessments and special charges collected by the county trea8{}@HNt Of the conversion charge determined under sub. (2) repre-
of a county which settles for unpaid special assessments and SBEIS 1€ss than $25 for each acre of converted land.
cial charges under s. 74.29 shall be retained by the county treafb) If a person owes a conversion charge under sub. (2), the
surer for the county. treasurer of the county in which the person’s land is located may

(c) All interest on payments of delinquent special assessmeiftéer payment of the conversion charge to the succeeding taxable
and special charges collected by the county treasurer of a COM®§ if thej person demonstrates to the assessor of the taxation dis-
which does not settle for unpaid special assessments and sp&éfalin which the land is located that the person’s land will be used
charges under s. 74.29 shall, along with the delinquent amouafisagricultural land in the succeeding taxable year. A personwho
that have been paid, be paid to the taxing jurisdiction whi¢fceives a deferral under this paragraph is not subject to the con-
assessed the special assessment or special charge as followyersioncharge under sub. (2) related to the deferral, if the person’s

1. If collected on or before July 31, as part of the settleméﬂ‘ﬂd is used as agricultural Ian_d in the succeeding taxgble year. If
under s. 74.29. the land of a person who receives a deferral under this paragraph

. is not used as agricultural land in the succeeding taxable year, the
tificgfe ILﬁgl{l;Cstec;ffst%r \(J)l;llyoftgfréc:ebgfgr?éfns;;ni:g of the tax CSE'rson shall pay the conversion charge with interest at the rate of
. e ; p ) 1% a month, or fraction of a month, from the date that the treasurer
(d) Allinterest and penalties on delinquent general propelyanied a deferral to the date that the conversion charge is paid.
taxes, special assessments, special charges and special taxes ¢ j PavMENT. Except as provided in sub. (4), a person who

lected on or before July 31 by the treasurer of a taxation district . .
which has enacted an ordinance under s. 74.12 shall be retaﬁ}‘gas a conversion charge under sub. (2) shall pay the conversion
[o

by the taxation district treasurer for the taxation district. arge to the county in which the persdatal related to the con-
All int t and i s of deli t version charge is located no later than 30 days after the date that
(e)l n erets an p(ﬁnat |gsbontﬁaytment_s 0 p et |_n(t:{tt1en P&e conversion charge is assessed. A conversion charge that is not
sonal property taxes collected by the taxation district treasufgiy o, the date it is due is considered delinquent and shall be paid
shall be retained by the taxation district treasurer for the taxat Bh interest athe rate of 1% a month. or fraction of a month. from
district. , . , the date that the conversion charge is assessed to the date that the
(f) All penalties on payments of delinquent special assesgmyversion charge jsaid. The county shall collect an unpaid con-

ments and special charges collected by the county treasurer gigion charge as a special charge against the land related to the
county which does not settle for unpaid special assessments @lersion charge.

special charges shall be retained by the county treasurer for th

county.
History: 1987 a. 378; 1989 a. 104; 1991 a. 39.

?6) DisTRIBUTION. A county that collects a conversion charge
under this section shall distribute 50% of the amount of the con-
version charge to the taxation district in which the land related to

74.485 Charge for converting agricultural land. the conversion charge is located. If the land related to the conver-
(1) DeriTioN. In this section, “agricultural land” has the meansion charge is located in 2 or more taxation districts, the county
ing given in s. 70.32 (2) (c) 1g. shall distribute 50% of the amount of the conversion charge to the

taxation districts in proportion to the equalized value of the land

(2) CoNVERSION CHARGE. Except as provided in sub. (4), a . X . .
person who owns land that has been assessed as agriculturalé'r%f?&Ed to the conversion charge that is located in each taxation

under s70.32 (2r) and who converts the land's use so that the | rict. A taxation district shall distribute 50% of any amount it
[t e&eives under this subsection to an adjoining taxation district, if

is not eligible to be assessed as agricultural land under s. nﬂv taxation district in which the land related to the conversion

(2r), asdetermined by the assessor of the taxation district in whi . .
the land is located, shall pay a conversion charge to the coumf[ arge idocated annexed the land related to the conversion charge

which the land is located in an amount, calculated by the coué[gTI the adjoining taxation district in either of the 2 years preced-
treasurerthat is equal to the number of acres converted multiplid @ distribution under this subsection.
by the amount of the difference between the average fair marke{7) NoTicE. A person who owns land that has been assessed
value of an acre of agricultural land sold in the county in the yea§ agricultural land under s. 70.32 (2r) and who sells the land shall
before the year that the person converts the land, as determin@igfy the buyer of the land of all of the following:
under sub. (3), and the average equalized value atrarof agri- (@) That the land has been assessed as agricultural land under
cultural land in the county in the year before the year that the per70.32 (2r).
son converts the land, as determined under sub. (3), multiplied bS(b) Whether the person who owns the land and who is selling
the following: the land has been assessed a conversion charge under sub. (2)
(a) Five percent, if the converted land is more than 30 acreglated to the land.
(b) Seven and one-half percent, if the converted land is 30(c) Whether the person who owns the land and who is selling
acres or less but at least 10 acres. the land has been granted a deferral under sub. (4) related to the
(c) Ten percent, if the converted land is less than 10 acredand.
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(8) TAXATION DISTRICT ASSESSOR. The assessors of the taxa- (c) The cost of abating a public nuisance under s. 254.595 or
tion districts located in the county shall inform the county tre&23.04 ifthe person owned the property when the public nuisance
surer and the real property lister of all sales of agricultural lamgs abated.

Iocgted in thg county. No later than 15 days aft.er the board of(2) Co-owNerLIABILITY. Co—owners of property are jointly
reviewhas adjourned, the assessors shall also deliver to the coufl severally liable for the payment of real property taxes, assess-
treasurer all information necessary to compute the conversigents or costs collectible under sub. (1).

charges assessed under this section. (3) LimiTaTioN. A county or a city authorized to act under s.

(9) ApmiNISTRATION. ~ The county in which the land as74.87 may not proceed against any person under sub. (1) for
described in sub. (1) is located shall administer the conversimounts under sub. (1) (a) unless the property against which the
charge under this section. amounts are levied in the tax roll is included in a tax certificate

History: 2001 a. 109; 2003 a. 33; 2007 a. 210. issued under s. 74.57.
(4) RecoveryLIMITED. A county or a municipality that pro-

74.49 Payment of delinquent taxes in installments. eds against a property owner urttier section may not recover

X ._ce
(1) INSTALLMENTS ALLOWED. Delinquent property taxes, spec_lafn e than the amount owed plus interest and penalties.
assessments, special charges and special taxes may be paid to

: ; - PrIOR APPROVAL; NOTICE. No action may be commenced
appropriate treasurer in partial payments of not less than $20 ' o
uglpesspthe treasurer agregs to agcgpt a lower amount. under sub. (1) for the amounts under sub. (1) (a) unless it is

. approved byhe county board or the governing body of the munic-
(2) PRINCIPALAND INTEREST. (@) The treasurer shalétermine ity " The clerk shall mail, to the last-known address of the per-
that portion of a partial payment to be applied as principal R against whom an action is proposed to be commenced,
dividing the amount of the partial payment by a figure which is thgy ance written notice difie time and place the county board will
sum of one plus a figure which is the product of the number

; - et to consider approval of legal action. A county board or the
7m4ogt7hs of delinquency, as determined under s. 74.11, 74.1%8(eming body of the municipality may abrogate its duty to

) . ] approve and notice each action to be commenced under sub. (1)
1. Times 0.01, if no penalty under s. 74.47 (2) applies; orpy adopting an ordinance waiving the duty and specifying proce-
2. Times a decimal which reflects the applicable percentageres by which an action under sub. (1) may be commenced.
if a penalty under s. 74.47 (2) applies. (6) ACTION BY TAXING JURISDICTION. A taxing jurisdiction
(b) The amount of the payment that is in excess of the amoumty bring a civil action under this section against a person to
of principal determined under par. (a) is the interest and penategover special assessments as defined in s. 75.36 (1) and special
accruedrom the date of the delinquency on the amount of the paharges levied by it for which the county or municipality did not
tial payment which is principal. After any partial payment isettle in full or which were not fully paid by proceeds distributed
made, subsequent determinations of interest and penalty shallibéer s. 75.05 6f5.36. Any amount recovered in an action under
computed only on the unpaid balance of the principal, from th#s subsection shall be reported to the county or city treasurer,
date of the delinquency as determined under s. 74.11, 74.12&/80 shall subtract it from the amount owed for purposes of sub.
74.87. .
History: 1987 a. 378; 1991 a. 39. (7) APPOINTMENTOFRECEIVER. A court may appoint geceiver
. . to take charge of property included in a tax certificate under s.
74.51 Discharge of delinquent taxes. (1) PAYMENT TO 74 57 if acounty or a city authorized to act under s. 74.87 proceeds
DISCHARGE DELINQUENCY. Any person may, at any time be,foreagainst the owner of the property under this section. The receiver
issuance of a tax certificate under s. 74.57, discharge delinqugiy)| manage the property, collect rents and apply income to the
real property taxes, special assessments, specigesharspecial payment of delinquent real property taxes.
taxes on real property by paying the delinquent amounts, togethejistory: 1987 a. 378; 1989 a. 104, 347, 359; 1993 a. 27, 382, 453, 491; 1997 a.

with interest and any penalty provided under s. 74.47 (2). 27; 1999 a. 68, 150; 2001 a. 38.

. A land contract vendor is not an owner of real estate under this section. City of
(2) RECEIPTSFORTAXES PAID. After a payment is made underyjyaykee v. Greenberg, 163 Wis. 2d 28, 471 N.W.2d 33 (1991).

sub. (1), the treasurer shall execute duplicate receipts showing the

name of the person making the payment, the date of the paymé#ts5 Action to collect delinquent personal property

the description of the property upon which the payment was mdéges. (1) CiviL AcTioN. Delinquent personal property taxes,
and the amount paid. One copy of the receipt shall be delivetedether with any interest and penalty under s. 74.47, may be
to the person making the payment and the other copy filed in tkeovered by the taxation district in a civil action, including an

treasurer’s office. action under ch. 799, if the action is brought within 6 years after
History: 1987 a. 378. the January 1 of the year in which the taxes are required to be paid.
o ) (2) CERTAIN PROPERTYNOT EXEMPTFROMEXECUTION. In a pro-
74.53 Personal liability for delinquent taxes and other ceeding teenforce a judgment rendered in an action under this sec-

costs. (1) RECOVERY OF TAXES AND COSTSAGAINST PERSONS. tjon to recover delinquent personal property taxes, the personal

Except aprovided in subs. (3) and (5), a county or a municipalifyroperty on which the taxes were delinquent is not exempt from
may bring a civil action against a person to recover any of the fakecution under s. 815.18.

lowing amounts that are included in the tax roll for collection andpistory: 1987 a. 378.
any of the amounts under pars. (b) and (c) that are not included in

the tax roll for collection: SUBCHAPTER VII
(@) Delinquent real property taxes, special charges, special
assessments and special taxes, not including amounts under pars. ISSUANCE OF TAX CERTIFICATE
(b) and (c), that were delinquent during the period that the person
owned the property. 74.57 Issuance of tax certificate. (1) IssuAaNcE. Annu-

(b) The cost of razing and removing property and restoring taldy, on Sep_tember 1, _the county treasurer shall issue to the county
site to a dust-free and erosion—free condition incurred undestax certificate which includes all parcels of real property
66.0413 (1) (br) 2., (), (g) or (i), (2) (d) or (4) or of filling anincluded in the tax roll for which real property taxes, special
excavation incurred under s. 66.0427 if the person owned gH@rges, special taxes or special assessments renpaiid at the
property when the property was razed and removed and the éi@se of business on August 31.
restored or the excavation was filled, or if the person owned the(2) ErrecT. (a) Issuance of a tax certificate commences the
property while the order to raze the property was recorded in tieelemption period on all real property included in the tax certifi-
register of deeds office. cate unless s. 74.59 (2) applies.
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(b) Two years after the issuance of the tax certificate, unleagthorized tgroceed under s. 74.87, shall sign an affidavit attest-
s. 74.59 (2) or 75.03 applies, the county is entitled, as to any prioygr that the treasurer has complied with the mailing requirements
erty included in the tax certificate which has not been redeemadder this section. The affidavit shall do all of the following:

to do any of the following: (a) Identify the property owners and the addresses to which the

1. Take a tax deed under s. 75.14. notice was mailed.

2. Commence an action to foreclose the certificate under s(b) Contain a description of each parcel of property, as shown
75.19. on the tax certificate, for which a notice was mailed.

3. Commence an action to foreclose the tax lien representedc) State the amount of unpaid real property taxes, special
by the certificate under s. 75.521. assessments, special charges or special taxes for each description

(3) CERTIFICATE NOT TRANSFERABLE. Except as provided of property included under par. (b).
under s. 74.635, the county may not sell, assign, or otherwisg4) EFFECTOF NOT RECEIVING NOTICE. Failure of a person to
transfer aax certificate. However, if a city authorized to act undeeceive a notice under this section does not affect the ability of a
s. 74.87 pays delinquent taxes under an agreement entereddotmty or city to acquire ownership of property for which a tax
under s74.83, the county treasurer shall issue or reissue tax cettiértificate has been issued.
icates to the city on all property for which the delinquent taxesHistory: 1987 a. 378; 1991 a. 39.
have been paid. ) o »

(4) Form. (a) The tax certificate shall group by taxation dis{4-61 Correction of description on tax certificate.
trict all parcels for which real property taxes, special assessmeg&, ERROR DIscOVERED. If the treasurer determines that the
special charges or special taxes remain unpaid. escription of any property in a tax certificate is erroneous, the

L . - asurer shall direct the assessor of the taxation district in which
th e(t’[J;.XL(J:rgretﬁ‘iSCi’;tltlg [ssr?g”gd by a city authorized to act under s. 74. % property is located to prepare and deliver to the county trea-

. L surer an affidavit that provides a correct description of the prop-
1. Contain a legal description of each parcel of property. erty. P P prop

2. For each parcel, state the amount of the unpaid real estat
taxes, special assessments, speciagesar special taxes and thggcejves the affidavit, he or she shall notify any person with a
date from which the interest and any penalty accrue. recorded interest in the property that the description of the prop-

3. State the earliest date upon which the county may &8y is to becorrected as shown in the assessor’s affidavit. The for-

£2) NoTice To INTERESTED PERsSONS. After the treasurer

entitled to a tax deed or equivalent evidence of title. mat of the notice shall be prescribed by the department under s.
(c) The format of the tax certificate shall be prescribed by tfi@.09 (3). Notice shall be given as provided in s. 801.11 (4).
department of revenue under s. 70.09 (3). (3) OBJECTION; COURT RESOLUTION. Not more than 20 days

(d) If a parcel of property is redeemed after the tax certificadéter notice is given under sub. (2), any person with a recorded
is issued, the date on which the property was redeemed shalinberest inthe property may file with the treasurer a written objec-
noted on the certificate, together with the amount for which tiien to the proposed correction of the description of the property.
property was redeemed. If an objection is filed and cannot be resolved, the treasurer shall

(5) CERTAIN LANDS EXEMPT. This section does not apply tobring an action in circuit court to correct the property description.
publiclands held on contract, lands mortgaged to the state or land$4) No OBJECTION;DESCRIPTIONCORRECTED. If no objection is
subject to s. 74.65. made under sub. (3), the treasurer shall correct the description as

History: 1987 a. 378; 1989 a. 104; 1991 a. 39; 2003 a. 33. prescribed in the affidavit of the assessor. The treasurer shall

. . n verify in writing on the tax certificate that the correction was made

74.59 Notice of issuance of tax certificate. (1) NOTICE  and shall sign the verification. Any tax certificate corrected under
OFISSUANCEOFTAX CERTIFICATE. (a) Wthin 90 days after issuancethjs setion is valid as of the date the tax certificate was originally

of the tax certificate under s. 74.57, the county treasurer shall mgiled, and any tax deed or equivalent evidence of title issued on
a notice to each owner of record, as shown in the tax roll, of prgRe corrected tax certificate is valid.

erty included in the certificate for which real property taxes, Speistory: 1987 a. 378.
cial assessments, special charges or special taxes remain unpaid
as of the date the notice is mailed. Unless it is issued by a Gi#/63 Retention of tax certificate and other informa-
authorized tact under s. 74.87, the notice shall state all of the falon. Following issuance of a tax certificate under s. 74.57 and
lowing: notice of issuance under s. 74.59, the treasurer shall retain all of
1. That real property taxes, special assessments, spettialfollowing:
charges ospecial taxes remain unpaid as of the date of mailing on(1) The tax certificate.
property which the tax roll shows is owned by the addressee. (2) The affidavit of mailing, executed under s. 74.59 (3).
2. That the records showing the delinquency under subd. 1(3) The tax roll upon which were included the real property
are available for inspection in the treasurer’s office. taxes, special charges, special taxes or special assessments for
3. That, on the previous September 1, a tax certificate wgRich the tax certificate was issued.
issued tahe county for all property for which real property taxes, History: 1987 a. 378.
special assessments, special charges or special taxes remained
unpaid at the close of business on August 31. 74.635 Sale of tax certificate revenues. (1) DEFINITIONS.
4. That failure to pay the delinquent real property taxes, spg-this section:
cial charges, special taxes or special assessments will result ifi@) “County” includes a city that is authorized to act under s.
eventual transfer, no earlier than 2 years after issuance of the487.

certificate, of the ownership of the property to the county. (b) “Tax certificate” means a tax certificate issued under s.
(b) The format of the notice under this subsection shall be pre-.57.
scribed by the department of revenue under s. 70.09 (3). (c) “Tax certificate revenues” means, with respect to each par-

(2) NoTicENOT TIMELY MAILED. If a treasurer fails to mail the cel of real property included in a tax certificate, payments of real
notice required under sub. (1), the notice may be mailed later gmdperty taxes, special charges, special taxes, and special assess-
the 2—year period of redemption commences on the date of thents indicated on a tax certificate, including interest and penal-
mailing. ties on such amounts.

(3) AFFIDAVIT OF MAILING. After completing the mailing  (2) SaLE. A county may sell to any person all or a portion of
under sub. (1) or (2), the treasurer, except the treasurer of a ttiy county'’s right to receive tax certificate revenues. The county
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shall distribute the proceeds from a sale under this subsectiorasve error of the U.S. postal service shall be considered to be
provided under s. 75.05. timely.
(3) ADMINISTRATION. A county may enter into an agreement (3) COUNTY DETERMINATION OF POSTAL SERVICE DELAY OR

for the sale of the county’s right to receive tax certificate revenuegroR. (&) In this subsection, “late payment” means a payment
The agreement may include any provisions that the county consgjuired under s. 74.11 or 74.12 which is not timely made under
ers necessary and may permit any person who purchases all oisaby (1).
portion of a county’s right to receive tax certificate revenue to sell, (b) Any person required to pay interest or a penalty because of
assign, or otherwise transfer such right, in whole or in part, &date payment may, within 10 days of payment of interegbem-a
another person. alty, but not later than December 1 of the year that the general

History: 2003 a. 33. propertytax, special tax, special charge or special assessment was

, due file a written request with the county treasurer requesting that

74.65 Lands acquired by state. (1) EXCLUDED FROMTAX  the county board find that the late payment was timely under sub.
CERTIFICATE. A tax certificate may not, at the time of issuancgy) pecause the sole reason it was not timely was a delay or admin-
include real property which was acquired by the state after tax@gative error on the part of the U.S. postal service. The county
havebecome a lien on the property. Within a reasonable time aff@jard shall act on the request within 30 days after receipt of the
the tax roll in which the delinquent real property taxes, specialyyest by the treasurer.
charges, special taxes or special assessments charged to su The county board shall find that a late payment was timely

property are included is delivered to the county treasurer undeySqars b (1) if it determines that the sole reason the payment was
74.43, or within a reasonable time after a delinquency occursp §i timely was a delay or administrative error by the U.S. postal

it occurs after delivery of the tax roll to the county treasurer, or, : i A ;
the roll is retained by a city authorized to act under s. 74.87, orﬁpFVlce' Ifit sdinds, the county board shall direct that any interest

beforeJuly 1, the treasurer shall certify to the state agency acq penalty paid because of the late payment be reimbursed to the

ing the propérty the amount of the delinquency, including imer;gf(payer by the taxation district or county which collected the

: e ] rest openalty. A taxation district treasurer or county treasurer
and penalty, and include the description of the property Conta"gfﬁgll com'gly Witt¥1 a directive issued under this paragtryaph within

in the tax roll. Within aeasonable time after receipt of the Cert'f"ll%_days.

cation from the treasurer, the state agency shall transmit the cé i) The county board may delegate the authority to make a

fication and a voucher to the department of administration, dire ttermination under this subsection to anv committee of the
ing that the amount of delinquency, including interest and penaﬁg - o y
county board or committee or official of the county.

be paid. . . : .
(2) NoTax pEEDSISSUED. No tax deed or equivalent evidence (e) This subsection does not affect the authority of a taxation

) : o : istrict treasurer or county treasurer to consider payment timely
g{ attltelgﬂrgrag tk;?( ::S:rltjiﬁgaft%rvxr/ii:lhpirr?cﬁﬁétgdmtln(lacBrlcnspg(;lt?/u\;\::silsjguﬂq Ic_ier sub. (1) if the treasurer concludes that the payment fails to
A state agency which purchases property which is included on;S ;fﬁ//‘i]grrg?utl)reiﬂgnassof Sgg,éa(llg:r(\)/l;ilg due to a delay or admin-
outstandingax certificate shall pay to the treasurer an amount sut- Thi t'y d = pt vt t thorized t d
ficient to redeem the property. If byistake a tax deed or equiva- () This section does not apply to a city authorized to procee
lent evidence of title is issued contrary to this subsection and H¥€r S ngs-787-378
state brings an action to set aside the deed or equivalent evidend&©": a sfe.
Of t|t|e, the court shall re.quire, as .a condition of I’elief, that the Stat@?l Treasurer’s receiptsl When a taxation district trea-
indemnify the county, city authorized to act under s. 74.87 or p&firer pays money to a county treasurer under this chapter, the
sons having an interest in the property which is founded upon gginty treasurer shall give the taxation district treasurer a receipt
tax deed or equivalent evidence of title. prescribed by the department of revenue for the amount paid.

(3) HowLiENsPAID. The amount of unpaid liens against prop- History: 1987 a. 378; 1991 a. 39.
erty purchased by the state shall, when paid, be charged to_h .
appropriation to which the purchase price is charged. Liens ‘C}TZ?’ an?lgrgznoatn?g?uegmeﬁr t\?v?%nt ‘é"?é‘;}’s :gx‘:j ta;?ens <pe.
propertyforfeited under s. 24.28 shall be paid out of the approprid¢cUP property pay property 'SP

tion to which payments by the person forfeiting the property wer?! assessments, special charges or special taxes levied against
credited. the property, including any interest or penalties, may recover the

History: 1987 a. 378. amountspaid, plus interest at the rate of 1.0% per month or portion
of a month, from the person under whom he or she is an occupant
or tenant. Unless otherwise agreed between the parties, the occu-
pant or tenant may deduct the amounts paid, plus interest, from
rentalpayments otherwise due to the person under whom he or she
MISCELLANEOUS is an occupant or tenant.

History: 1987 a. 378.

SUBCHAPTER VIII

74.67 Effect on taxes of revision of taxing jurisdiction 7
boundary. A revision of the boundaries of a taxing jurisdictioq3
after the January assessment date does not affect the lev
collection of property taxes based upon that assessment. Se tor]
66.0235governs any adjustment of assets and liabilities followiqg)n
revision of the boundaries.

History: 1987 a. 378; 1999 a. 150 s. 672.

4.75 Vacancies in office; how taxes collected.  If prop-
rgrwithin a taxation district is not assessed because of a vacancy
county, city, village or town office, the department of revenue

lappoint a person certified under s. 73.09 to perform the func-
s of the office of assessor. If property taxes, special charges,
special assessments or special taxes are not collected on property
because of a vacancy in a city, other than a city authorized to pro-
74.69 Timely payment. (1) GENERAL RULE. If payment is ceed under s. 74.87, village or town office, the county treasurer
required by this chapter to be made by a taxpayer on or befor%:?” pe_rform the functions of taxation district treasurer.
certain date, the payment is timely if it is mailed in a properly!'stow: 1987 2. 378.
addressed envelope, postmarked before midnight of the last day77  Effect on lien of payment of taxes by lienholder.
prescribed for making the payment, with postage prepaid, ang1i$ PaymeNT INCREASESLIEN. A person who holds a lien on real
received by the proper official not more than 5 days after the pfropertyand pays real property taxes, special assessments, special
scribed date for making the payment. charges or special taxes levied against the property or any interest
(2) PosTaL servicEDELAY. A payment which fails to satisfy or penalty increases the amount of his or her most senior lien
the requirements of sub. (1) solely because of a delay or admiagainst the property by the amount paid, plus interest at the rate
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of 1.0% per month or fraction of a month. An increase in tllanuary through OctoberaXes on personal property may be paid
amount of a lien by this section does not affect the priority orinstallments under this subsection if, on or before January 31 of
enforcement of the lien. the year in which the tax becomes due, the taxpayer has first paid
(2) AppLicABILITY. This section applies to all payments madt® the city treasurer taxes on personal property levied by all taxing
by lien holders, regardless of whether they are made against d¥fisdictionsother than the city. The amounts and time of payment
rent amounts, delinquent amounts or in redemption under ch. g&city general property taxes, special assessments and charges in
History: 1987 a. 378. the city tax roll shall be as provided in the charter of the city.
. (4) OPTIONAL PAYMENT SCHEDULE FOR CERTAIN TAXES AND
74.79 Lienholder may contest tax. (1) Any person who cparcEs. The common council of a city may, by ordinance, per-
holds a lien on real property has the remedies of a property owgt the payment in 7 equal installments, without interest, of a por-
to contest, as to that property, the legality or validity of any regn of all general property taxes and special charges in the dupli-
property tax, special assessment, special charge or special tegg@county tax roll or of any tax or chartgvied by a metropolitan
the validity of a tax certificate issued under s. 74.57. sewerage district under ss. 200.21 to 200.65. Each installment
(2) A county to which a tax certificate has been issued undstiall bepaid on or before the last day of each month from January
S. 74.57 has the remedies of a property owner to contest, as totargugh July.
property included in the tax certificate, the assessed value of thq5) Exercise oF INSTALLMENT OPTION. The taxpayer may
property and the legality or validity of any real property tax, spgxercise the option provided under sub. (3) or (4) by making the

cial assessment, special charge or special tax. first installment payment on or before January 31 of the year in
History: 1987 a. 378; 1993 a. 453. which the general property taxes, special assessments or special
charges are due.
SUBCHAPTER IX (6) LATE PAYMENT OF INSTALLMENTS. (@) If one installment
only is not paid on the due date, that installment is not delinquent
EXCEPTIONS FOR 1ST CLASS CITIES and does not render the unpaid balance delinquent, but the install-

ment shall be collected, together with interest and penalty as pro-
74.81 Procedure in authorized city. In any city authorized Vided under s. 74.47 from the day following the due date.
by its charter to sell land for nonpayment of city taxes, the provi- (b) If a 2nd installment under sub. (3) is not paid on the due
sions of this subchapter relating to the time and place of paymeate, the city treasurer shall declare the unpaid balance delinquent
and returns and settlements of the taxes and charges in the daplit the general property taxes, special assessments and special
cate county tax roll shall apply in order to conform as nearly ekargeshall be collected by the city treasurer together with inter-
may be to the procedure prescribed and followed under that ctest-and penalty as provided under s. 74.47 from the preceding Feb-
ter, but otherwise the provisions of this subchapter shall governary 1.

History: 1987 a. 378. (c) If a 2nd installment under sub. (4) is not paid on the due
date, the entire unpaid balance is delinquent and shall be returned
o the county treasurer for collection.

IS(d) If the final installment is not paid by the end of the month
owing the due date, the delinquent unpaid balance shall be col-

74.83 Agreements. Any 1st class city may enter into agree
ments to pay delinquent state, county, metropolitan sewerage
trict and technical college district real or personal property tax?
including accrued interest and penalties thereon, applicable i ;
property located in that city at any stage in the proceedings ted, Wltjh |nt(|e:ret')st and Eenalty as provided under s. 74.47, from
collection and enforcement of those taxes and thereafter collect Prec€ding February 1. -

and enforce those taxes, including interest and penalties on then{?) PAYMENT CONSIDEREDTIMELY. A payment is timely under

in its own name in accordance with any of the procedures or rerfid0S: (2) to (4) under any of the following conditions: )
dies applicable to the collection and enforcement of delinquent(@) It is mailed in a properly addressed envelope and received

city, state, county, metropolitan sewerage district and techni&l the city treasurer with postage prepaid and the envelope is post-
college district taxes under this chapter and ch. 75. marked before midnight of the last date prescribed for making the

History: 1987 a. 378; 1993 a. 399, 491. payment.
) . » (b) It is received by the city treasurer by mail or otherwise

74.87 Payments in authorized cities. (1) DEFINITION. In  within 5 days of the prescribed date.
this section, “city” means a city authorized by its charter to sell (c) If the only reason that the requirements of par. (a) or (b) are
land for nonpayment of taxes. not met is delay by, or an administrative error of, the U.S. postal

(2) WHEN PAYABLE GENERALLY. Except as provided in subs. (3)service.
and (4), in a city, general property taxes, special charges and speg) Retyrn oF Tax ROLL. On or before February 25, the trea-
cial assessments shall be paid to the city treasurer on or before Jgpsr of a city acting under this section shall return the duplicate
uary 31. ~ countytax roll to the county treasurer. The city treasurer shall col-

(3) OPTIONAL PAYMENT SCHEDULE. (a) The common council |ect delinquent city general property taxes, special assessments
of a city may, by ordinance, permit payment in 10 equal instalind special charges as provided in the city charter, except that the
ments, without interest, of general property taxes, special chargigg treasurer shall certify all delinquent taxes levied by a metro-
and special assessments of the city, other than for special asggsikan sewerage district that is created under ss. 200.21 to 200.65
ments for which no payment extension is allowed. Each install-the county treasurer for collection.
ment shall be paid on or before the last day of each month fromistory: 1987 a. 378; 1991 a. 39; 1999 a. 150 s. 672.
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