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CHAPTER 8

NOMINATIONS, PRIMARIES, ELECTIONS

8.01 Method of nomination. 8.17 Political party committees.

8.02 Nomination paper circulation date. 8.18 Nomination of presidential electors.

8.03 Multiple nominations. 8.185  Write-in candidates for president and vice president.

8.04 Nomination paper signatures. 8.19 Party name.

8.05 Nomination in towns and villages. 8.20 Nomination of independent candidates.

8.06 Special elections may be called. 8.21 Declaration of candidacy.

8.07 Validity of nomination papers. 8.25 Election of state and federal officers.

8.10 Nominations for spring election. 8.28 Challenge to residency qualifications.

8.11 Spring primary. 8.30 Candidates ineligible for ballot placement.

8.12 Presidential preference vote. 8.35 Vacancies after nomination.

8.125  Accessibility of presidential caucuses. 8.37 Filing of referenda petitions or questions.

8.13 Commission city primary. 8.40 Petition requirements.

8.15 Nominations for September primary. 8.50 Special elections.

8.16 Partisan nominations. 8.55 Special referenda.

- NOTE: 2005 Wis. Act 451, which made major revisions to the election laws, 8,04 Nomination paper signatures_ If any person signs

thc;l:]célgg to Chapter 8, contains an extensive prefatory note explaining the nominationpapers for 2 candidates for the same office in the same
Cross—reference: See definitions in s. 5.02. election at different times, the earlier signature is valid and the

later signature is invalid. If any person circulates a nomination
8.01 Method of nomination. Candidates for elective office paper for 2 candidates for the same office in the same election at

shall be nominated according to this chapter. different times, the earlier paper is valid and the later paper is
invalid.
8.02 Nomination paper circulation date. Whenever a  History: 1979 c. 260.

specific date is not given to begin circulation of nomination Cross Reference:See also ss. GAB 2.05 and 2.07, Wis. adm. code.
papers, the first day for circulation shall be the first day of the
month one month prior to the month in which the filing deadli . o ; ;
is scheduled. Signatures shall not be counted if signed and d4¢&@n elective office in a town or village shall be nominated under
prior to the first day for circulation. this section.

Cross Reference:See also ss. GAB 2.05 and 2.07, Wis. adm. code. (1) Caucus. (a) When nomination papers are not used, there

) o ) shall be a caucus to nominate candidates. The governing body

8.03  Multiple nominations. (1) The name of any candidateshall between December 1 and January 1 decide the date of the
who is nominated to the same office by more than one party or pucus. The date of the caucus may be established between the

office shall appear under the party first nominating him or her gpssiple, preference should be given to having the caucus on the
under the office to which he or she was first nominated. If thesi Tyesday in January.

double nomination is simultaneous, the candidate who is nomi-
nated, before the deadline for filing nomination papers shall file } f the date. fi d ol for th b ting in th
a written statement with the same person with whom he or she fll é'ﬁ? of N e:j% Ime an blp ace for the caucus by p(c;s 'nﬁ in the
nomination papers stating the person’s party or office preferen‘é rk's ofice and by one publication in a newspaper under ch. 985,
If the candidate fails to select the party or office, the filing officet €@St 5 days before the date of the caucus. _
shall place the candidate’s name on the ballot under either party¢) The towrchairperson or village president together with the
or office, but may not permit it to appear more than once. If a c&aunicipal clerk shall serve as caucus officials. If the chairperson
didate is nominated at a primary election for partisan office 6f president is a candidate, he or she shall call for the election of
nonpartisan state office on a ballot where his or her name appé@éiisials to conduct the caucus. The officials shall be elected by
or by nomination papers filed by the candidate, and is also no@gclamation or ballot as the meeting directs. The electors attend-
nated by write—in votes at the primary election to another offid8g the meeting shall select 2 tellers to canvass the vote for each
or to the same office as the candidate offamint party, the candi- office at the caucus.
date does not have a choice, but shall be placed on the ballot fofd) Names of candidates shall be placed in nomination either
the election under the office and party for which the candidatelg motion made and seconded from the floor or by writing the can-
name appeared on the primary ballot or for which the candideiigiate’s name on a slip of paper distributed by the tellers to those
had filed nomination papers. electors attending the caucus. Only persons placed in nomination
(2) Subsection (1) shall not apply when a candidate for tigall be voted on.
office of president or vice president of the United States is nomi- (e) Nominations shall be made for one office at a time. Nomi-
nated for another elective office during the same election. If thations for the office of town supervisor when supervisors are
candidate is elected president or vice president of the Unitgdcted to unnumbered seats and nominations for fice of vil-
Statessuch election shall void the candidate’s election to any othgage trustee shall be considered together, and each elector voting
office. A special election shall be held to fill any office vacatesk the caucus may cast as many votes as there are seats to be filled

05 Nomination in towns and villages. Every candidate

(b) Whenever a caucus is held, the municipal clerk shall give

under this subsection. at the election.
(2m) A candidate may appear on the ballot for more than one (f) Before balloting the caucus chairperson shall announce the
local nonpartisan office at the same election. names of all candidates placed in nomination.
(3) This section does not affect the law of compatibility of (9) The voting for each office shall be by ballot, but the caucus
offices. chairperson may dispense with voting by ballot when only one or
History: 1979 c. 260; 1989 a. 192; 1991 a. 316. 2 persons are nominated for the same office.
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(h) The 2 candidates receiving the highest number of votes casfd) The question of adoption of the nonpartisan primary under
for each office shall be nominated and certified by the caudiss subsection may be submitted to the electors at any regular
chairperson and tellers to the municipal clerk. If a town underedectionheld in the town or at a special election called for the pur-
5.60 (6) elects its supervisors to unnumbered seats, candidptese. When a petition requesting adoption of the nonpartisan pri-
equal tatwice the number of positions to be filled, who receive th@ary conforming to the requirements of s. 8.40 signed by at least
most votes, shall be nominated and certified. 20 electors of the town is filed with the town clerk as provided in

(i) Village trustees, excluding the office of village presideng. 8.37, the question shall be submitted to a vote.
shall be nominated together and at large. Candidates, equal t¢e) Petitions requesting a vote on the question at a regular town
twice the number of positions to be filled, who receive the masiection shall be filed in accordance with s. 8.37 no later than 5
votes, shall be nominated and certified. p.m. the last Tuesday in February. When the petition is filed, the

() 1. The municipal clerk shall notify in writing each candiclerk shall check its sufficiency. Whether at a regular or special
date whose name is certified as a nominee under par. (h) of higlection, the clerk shall give separate notice by one publication in
her nomination. If a municipal judge is elected under s. 755.8hewspaper at least 5 days before the election.

(4), the county clerk of the county having the largest portion of the (fy The ballot used for the referendum question shall be
population in the jurisdiction served by the judge shall make thgranged under s. 5.60 (7) and shall ask: “Shall all candidates in
notification. the town of .... for elective town offices be nominated at a nonpar-
2. Upon receipt of the notice, each candidate shall file a dedigan primary?”.
ration of candidacy in the manner prescribed by s. 8.21 with the(g) If a majority of the votes cast are in the affirmative, a non-
municipal cerk making the notification no later than 5 p.m. on thgartisan primary, under sub. (5), shall thereafter be held to obtain
5th day after the notification is mailed or personally delivered indidates for elective town offices.
the candidate by the municipal clerk, except as authorized in this . . .
paragraph. If an incumbent whose name is certified as a nomipes?) NOMINATION IN VILLAGES. (@) If a primary is provided for
fails to file a declaration of candidacy within the time prescribdl€ Nomination of candidates for elective village offices under s.
by this paragraph, each certified candidate for the office held 1 (Im) (b) or (c), candidates for tho.smf“ha" file nomina-
the incumbent, other than the incumbent, may file a declaratiorf'gf! PaPers. In any other case, a majority of the governing body
candidacy ndater than 72 hours after the latest time prescribed @, 2nY Village may provide that candidates for elective village
this paragraph. If the candidate has not filed a registration st&igicé shall be nominated by nomination papers. Determination

ment under s. 11.05 at the time of the notification, the candid{dN® governing body to provide for nomination of candidates by
shall file the statement with the declaration. nomination papers shall be made not later than December 1 pre-

ceding the election. If nomination by nomination papers is not
yrovided for under this paragraph and no primary is providad for
nomic interests with the board under s. 19.43 (4) no later t rﬁder s 8.11 (1m) (b) or (c), a village shall nominate candidates

4:30 p.m. orthe 5th day after notification of nomination is maile caucus. L .

or personally delivered to the candidate, or no later than 4:30 p.m(b) Nomination papers shall be signed by not less than 20 nor
on the next business day after the last day for filing a declaratf§f"e than 100 electors of the village. The papers shall be circu-
of candidacy whenever that candidate is granted an extensiotéd not soner than December 1 preceding the election and shall
time for filing a declaration of candidacy under subd. 2. be filed with the village clerk not later than 5 p.m. the firstSday

4. Upon receipt of the declaration of candidacy and registllg—‘]anuary’ or the next F’ay If Tuesday is a holiday.
tion statement of each qualified candidate, and upon filing of a(c) Notice shall be given, under ss. 10.01 (2) (a) and 10.06 (3)
statement of economic interests by each candidate for municif#l
judge, the municipal clerk, or the county clerk if the judge is (d) When this subsection is used, no additional candidates may
elected under s. 755.01 (4), shall place the name of the candith@@ominated under sub. (1).
on the ballot. No later than the end of the 3rd day following quali- (5) WHeN PRIMARY IS HELD. Towns and villages adopting the
fication by all candidates, the municipal clerk, or the county clefonpartisan primary to nominate candidates shall hold a primary
if the judge is elected under s. 755.01 (4), shall draw lots to deigity when the number of candidates for an elective office in the
mine the arrangement of candidates’ names on the spring elecgi@fhicipality exceeds twice the number to be elected to the office.
ballot. A primary for the office of municipal judge under s. 755.01 (4)
(k) Within 10 days of the date of the original caucus, the tovehall be held whenever there are more than 2 candidates for that
board chairperson or the village president mempnvene the cau- office. Those offices for which a primary has been held shall have
cus to correct any procedural error or to nominate a candidatednly the names of candidates nominated at the primary appear on
a position for which no candidate was nominated at the originhé official spring election ballot. When the number of candidates
caucus ofor which no candidate nominated at the original cauctisr an office does not exceed twice the number to be elected, their
qualified. The municipal clerk shall give notice of the reconveneémes shall appear on the official ballot for the election without
caucus as provided in par. (b). a primary.

(3) TOwN NONPARTISAN PRIMARY. (@) In lieu of sub. (1), the  (6) MenomINEE CouNTY. In counties containing only one
electors either by referendum or at the town meeting may providevn candidates shall be nominated for the office of supervisors
for nomination of elective town office candidates at a nonpartisanlarge and by wards, and all applicable provisions of this section
primary conducted as provided in sub. (5). The nomination papefsall apply to their selection. In selecting the candidates for ward
shall be signed by not less than 20 nor more than 100 electorsifervisor by caucus, the candidates for each ward shall be
the town. The nomination papers shall be circulated not soogelected separately, and only those electors shall participate in
than December 1 preceding the electionsivall be filed with the each as are residents of that ward. Any ward candidate seeking
town clerk not later than 5 p.m. the first Tuesday in January, or fismination by the circulation of nomination papers shall incorpo-

3. A candidate for municipal judge shall, in addition to mal
ing the filings required under subd. 2., file a statement of e

next day if Tuesday is a holiday. rate inthe nomination papers a statement that the signers are quali-
(b) The town clerk shall give notice of the primary under §ied electors of that ward.
10.06 (3) (a). History: 1971 c. 304 s. 29 (2); 1973 c. 280; 1977 c. 340; 1977 c. 447 ss. 11, 210;

. o o . 1979 c. 3111983 a. 484; 1985 a. 304; 1987 a. 391; 1989 a. 56, 192; 1991 a. 316, 1993
(c) When this subsection is used, no additional candidates njajgs 266: 1995 a. 16 5. 2; 1999 a. 182; 2005 a. 149, 253; 2007 a. 1, 83.

be nominated under sub. (1). Cross Reference:See also ss. GAB 2.05 and 2.07, Wis. adm. code.
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8.06 Special elections may be called.  Towns, cities, vil- (e) For county executives in counties under 100,000 popula-
lages and school districts may call special elections for any ption, not less than 200 nor more than 400 electors.

pose authorized by law. If an election is called for a special refer-(f)y For supervisors in counties over 500,000 population, not
endum, the election shall be noticed under s. 8.55. less than 200 nor more than 400 electors.

History: 1979 c. 32, 1989 a. 192. (9) For supervisors in counties between 100,000 and 500,000
8.07 Validity of nomination papers.  The board shall pro- population, not less than 100 nor more than 200 electors, except

mulgate rules under this chapter for use by election officials % Provided in sub. (3m). _ _
determining the validity of nomination papers and signatures () For supervisors in counties under 100,000 population, not

thereon. less than 20 nor more than 100 electors.
History: 1983 a. 484; 1989 a. 359. ) (hm) For members of the metropolitan sewerage commission
Cross Reference:See also ss. GAB 2.05 and 2.07, Wis. adm. code. in districts over 1,000,000 population, not less than 1,000 nor

more than 2,000 electors, in districts over 200,000 but not over
,000,000 population, not less than 200 nor more than 400 elec-

office to befilled at the spring election shall be nominated by nom)- A :
ination papers, or by nomination papers and selection at the drrs ﬁg?‘e'rt‘hcgitggg récl>et Ccf[\éfg 200,000 population, not less than 100

mary if a primary is held, except as provided for towns and vil-" . . } ; .
lages under s. 8.05. Unless designated in this section or s. 8,081 For city offices in 1st class cities, not less than 1,500 nor

the general provisions pertaining to nomination at the SeptemBi&'e than 3,000 electors for city-wide offices, not less than 200
primary apply. nor more than 400 electors for alderpersons elected from alder-

__manic districts and not less than 400 nor more than 800 electors

(2) (@) Nomination papers for offices to be filled at the spring,- mempers of the board of school directors elected from election
election may be circulated no sooner than December 1 preceq{iGyicts.

the election and may be filed no later than 5 p.m. on the first Tues-,
day in January preceding the election, or the next day if Tues
is a holiday, except as authorized in this paragraph. If aninc

8.10 Nominations for spring election. (1) Candidates for

j) For city ofices in 2nd and 3rd class cities, not less than 200
r more than 400 electors for city—wide offices and not less than

bentfails to file nomination papers and a declaration of candida; 2% éri]s[:iecgan 40 electors for alderpersons elected from alder-
by the time prescribed in this paragraph, all candidates for S o . "

office held by the incumbent, other than the incumbent, may file (K) For city offices in 4th class cities, not less than S0 nor more
nomination papers no later than 72 hours after the latest time g 100 for city-wide offices and not less than 20 nor more than
scribed irthis paragraph. No extension of the time for filing nomi*V €lectors for alderpersons elected from aldermanic districts.
nation papers applies if the incumbent files written notification (km) For school district officer in any school district which
with the filing officer or agency with whom nomination papers areontains territory lying within a 2nd class city, not less than 100
filed for the office which the incumbent holds, no later than 5 p.ior more than 200 electors.

on the 2nd Friday preceding the latest time prescribed in this para¢ks) For school district officer in any school district which does
graphfor filing nomination papers, that the incumbent is not a canet contain territory lying within a 1st or 2nd class city, if nomina-
didate for reelection to his or her office, and the incumbent dd&n papers are required under s. 120.06 (6) (a), not less than 20
not file nomination papers for that office within the time preaor more than 100 electors.

scribed in this paragraph. (L) For other offices, not less than 20 nor more than 100 elec-
~ (b) Eacmomination paper shall have substantially the followtors.
ing words printed at the top: 3m) The county board of any county having a population of

I, the undersigned, request that the name of (insert Candida&’ﬁ(east 100,000 but not more than 500,000 may provide by ordi-
last name plus first name, nickname or initial, and middle namance that the number of required signatures on nomination
former legal surname, nickname or middle initial or initials ipapers for the office of county supervisor in the county is not less
desired, but no other abbreviations or titles), residing at (insgan 50 nor more than 200 electors. A county that enacts such an
candidate’street address) be placed on the ballot at the (springopflinancemay repeal the ordinance at a later date. Any ordinance
special) election to be held on (date of election) as a candidateisanging the number of signatures under this subsection takes
that voters will have the opportunity to vote for (him or her) fasffect on November 15 following enactment of the ordinance.

the office of (name of office). | am eligible to vote in the (name (4) (a) Allsigners on each nomination paper shall reside in the

gytu:isilggotggrncélfr:imcétligr\yhg:he(;ac:‘dé%at%tsr?eerkz;nfg?c?a){teI fT)";‘V{Brisdiction or district which the candidate named on the paper
g pap Yy represent, if elected.

same office at this election. b) Only one signature per person for the same office is valid
(c) Each candidate shall include his or her mailing address ﬂn( ) Only one signature per person for the same office is valid.
the candidate’s nomination papers In"addition to his or her signature, each signer of a nomination
Papers. aper shall list his or her municipality of residence for voting pur-

(3) The certification of a qualified circulator under s. 8.15 (4)gses. the street and number, if any, on which the signer resides,
(a) shall be appended to each nomination paper. The numbes Q] the date of signing.

required sigpatures on nomination papers filed under this sectlork5) Nomination papers shall be accompanied by a declaration
Is as follows: . ) of candidacy under s. 8.21. If a candidate has not filed a registra-
(a) For statewide offices, not less than 2,000 nor more th@#h statement under s. 11.05 at the time he or she files nomination

4,000 electors. _ papers, the candidate shall file the statement with the papers. A
(am) For court of appeals judges, not less than 1,000 nor mes@didatefor state office or municipal judge shall also file a state-

than 2,000 electors. ment of economic interests with the board under s. 19.43 (4) no
(b) For judicial offices not specified in pars. (a), (am), and (daterthan 4:30 p.m. on the 3rd day following the last day for filing

not less than 200 nor more than 400 electors. nomination papers under sub. (2) (a), or no later than 4:30 p.m. on
(c) For judicial offices in counties over 500,000 populatiortfie next business day after the last day whenever that candidate is

not less than 1,000 nor more than 2,000 electors. granted an extension of time for filing nomination papers under
(cm) For county executives in counties over 500,000 popufib- (2) (3).

tion, not less than 2,000 nor more than 4,000 electors. (6) Nomination papers shall be filed:

(d) For county executives in counties between 100,000 and(a) For state offices or seats on a metropolitan sewerage com-
500,000 population, not less than 500 nor more than 1,000 eledssion, if the commissioners are elected under s. 200.09 (11)
tors. (am), in the office of the board.
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(b) For county offices, in the office of the county clerk or board (3) State. A primary shall be held if more than 2 candidates
of election commissioners. file nomination papers for the office of state superintendent, for
(bm) For municipal judge, if the judge is elected under Bistice, for court of appegals 1udge in the same district or for judge
755.01 (4), in the office of the county clerk or board of electio®f the same branch of circuit court.
commissioners dhe county having the largest portion of the pop- (4) Primary ExcLusive. Those offices for which a primary
ulation in the jurisdiction served by the judge. has been held shall have only the names of candidates nominated
(c) For city offices and other offices voted for exclusivelwat the primary appear on the official spring election ballot.
within the municipality, except the office of county supervisor, in (5) COUNTY SUPERVISORS. A primary shall be held in an elec-

the office of the municipal clerk or board of election commissiogs 1 for county board supervisor whenever 3 or more candidates
ers. . ! o file nomination papers.

(d) For school district offices to be voted for within more than wistory: 1973 c. 118's. 7; 1973 c. 243; 1977 c. 187, 445, 449; 1979 c. 260, 311;
one municipality, with the person designated by the school boa#g3 a. 192, 484; 1985 a. 225, 304; 1989 a. 192, 290; 1999 a. 150 s. 672; 2007 a. 83.

as the filing official for their school district. Cross Reference:See also ss. GAB 2.05 and 2.07, Wis. adm. code.
History: 1971 c. 304 s. 29 (1), (2); 1973 c. 280; 1973 ¢. 334 s. 57; 1975 c. 93, 328, . )
422; 1977 c. 187, 340, 427, 445, 449; 1979 c. 221, 249, 260, 355; 1983 a. 484; B4  Presidential preference vote. (1) SELECTION OF

a. 89, 304, 1_989 a. 88, 299; 1993 a. 14Q, 184, 266; 1995 a. 16 s. 2; 1999 a. 150 sS\MAES FOR BALLOT. (@) No later than 5 p.m. on the 3rd Tuesday
19(%?02;5llgezf’ezrgr?ieélsigsa’ﬂgggi.aG4AsB1'2.2005?72%71,-and 6.04, Wis. adm. code. N November, or _the ne)(t day if Tuesday IS a hO“day_v of the year
A petitioner who timely filed with the county clerk rather than with the election@€foreeach year in which electors for president and vice president
boardunder sub. (6) (a) is barred from the ballot. State ex rel. Ahlgrimm v. State Elgge to be elected, the state chairperson of each recognized political
tions Board, 82 Wis. 2d 585, 263 N.W.2d 152 (1978). party listed on the official ballot at the last gubernatorial election
811 Sori . 1 C A ori be held whose candidate for governor received at least 10% of the total
iﬁ any ciIt:);lfnogr 'E)r::amna:)rr);inéti())n ()Téatr(%)idatgs”rf‘[(;(:lrc);t)r/n c?f)gic: V?/heVOte-S(-:aSt for that office may certify to the board that the party wil
y - : .Partlupate in the presidential preference primary. For each party
a majority of all the members of the governing body of a ci }1i‘ng such a certification, the voters of this state shall at the spring

decide upon a spring primary for any specific election, they sh : . )
so provide not later than 3 days after the deadline for filing no ép;g;‘ytgegg/ fr? eagrgg%%rmg%;%S@g&sz]}i‘ﬁgtpggg‘ence for the

nation papers. .

(b) pArF:y city may provide by charter ordinance, under (b) Onh;hﬁ 2IndtTue?day n _E()jeceimbgr of the ye_gr b;aforeteal():h

. -0 === Year in which electors for president and vice president are to be

6o 010% hat uenever $or more candates e romatiflcia nere shl beconvened n he captoa commite consit

office shall be held ' % of, for each party filing a certification under this subsection,
’ the state chairperson of that state party organization or the chair-
(c) Whenever electors, equal to at least 10% of the vote fdyson’s designee, one national committeeman and one national
governor in the city at the last general election, file a petition cqfsmmitteewoman designated by the state chairperson; the
forming to the requirements of s. 8.40 with the city clerk requegheakemnd the minority leader of the assembly or their designees,
ing a primary within 3 days after the deadline for filing nominatiognq the president and the minority leader of the senate or their
papers, there shall be a primary for any specific election.  gesignees. All designations shall be made in writing to the board.
(d) When the number of candidates for any city office does niitis committee shall organize by selecting an additional member
exceed twice the number to be elected to the office, no primaviio shall be the chairperson and shall determine, and certify to the
may be held for the office and the candidates’ names shall apfigsurd, no later than on the Friday following the date on which the
on the ballot for the ensuing election. committee convenes under this paragraph, the names of all candi-
(Im) ViLLace. (a) If a village has provided under s. 8.05 (4dlates of the political parties represented on the committee for the
(a) for the filing of nomination papers by candidates for villageffice of president of the United States. The committee shall place
offices for a specific election, the governing body of the villagige names of all candidates whose candidacy is generally advo-
may, no later than 3 days after the deadline for filing nominatieated or recognized in the national news media throughout the
papers, provide for nomination of candidatesvitbage offices at United States on the ballot, and may, in addition, place the names
the spring primary. of other candidates on the ballot. The committee shall have sole

(b) Any village may provide by charter ordinance, under giscretion to determine that a candidacy is generally advocated or
66.0101, that whenever 3 or more candidates file nominatitfognized in the national news media throughout the United
papers for a village office, a primary to nominate candidates fefates.
the office shall be held. (c) No later than 5 p.m. on the first Tuesday in January of each

(c) Whenever the electors of a village, equal to at least 10 pRiiesidential election year, any person seeking the nomination by
cent of the vote for governor in a village at the last general eldd€ national convention of a political party filing a certification
tion, file a petition conforming to the requirements of s. 8.40 witider this subsection for the office of president of the United
the village clerk requesting a primary no later than DecembePtates, or any committee organized in this state on behalf of and

precedinghe spring election, there shall be a primary for any sp#ith the consent of such person, may submit to the board a petition
cific election. to have the person’s name appear on the presidential preference

(d) When the number of candidates for any village office do%@”og The petition may be circulated no sooner than the 2nd
not exceed twice the number to be elected to the office, no prim ng ay in December preceding such year and shall be signed by

may be held for the office and the candidates’ names shall apr% Pmber of qualified electors equal in each congressional district
on the ballot for the ensuing election. 0 hot less than 1,000 signatures nor more than 1,500 signatures.

] ) _ The form of the petition shall conform to the requirements of s.
(2) MiLwaukee CounTy. A primary shall be held in countiesg.40. All signers on each separate petition paper shall reside in the

having a population of 500,000 or more whenever there are mgsgne congressional district.

than twice the number of candidates to be elected to any judicialyy The poard shall forthwith contact each person whose name

office within the county or to the county board of supervisors frof,q Peen placed in nomination under par. (b) and rotifyor her

any one district. that his or her name will appear on the Wisconsin presidential
(2m) FRsT cLAss ciITY scHooLBOARD. A primary shall be preference ballot unless he or she files, no later than 5 p.m. on the
held in 1st class cities whenever there are more than 2 candidftssTuesday in January of such year, with the board, a disclaimer
for member of the board of school directors at-large or from astating without qualification that he or she is not and does not
election district in any year. intend to become a candidate for the office of president of the
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United States at the forthcoming presidential election. The d@gnatures; he or she knows they are electors of the ward, alder-

claimermay be filed with the board by certified mail, telegram, amanic district, municipality or county, as the nomination papers

in person. require; he or she knows they signed the paper with full knowl-
(2) BaLLoTs. The form of the official ballots shall be pre_edge of its content; he or she knows their respective residences

scribed by the board. The ballot shall provide to an elector ek?'; he ﬁ'She knows ?jack? siﬁner siﬁne(:]on _theldate stated OIF}P%'
opportunity tovote for an uninstructed delegation to represent tid€ NiS or her name; and, that he or she, the circulator, is a qualifie

state at the presidential nominating convention of his or her pa Scto_r_ of this state, ork;f notha q?ﬁ"ﬁed re]lector of this_dstate,fish_a
or to write in the name of a candidate for the presidential nomirtg=>: ¢tizen age 18 or older who, if he or she were a resident of this

tion of his or her party. state, would not be disqualified from voting under s. 6.03, Wis.
3) REPORTING(FZ))F RZSULTS No later than the 2ndigsday fol- stats.; that he or she intends to support the candidate; and that he
lowing the presidential preférence primary, the board shall not r she is aware that falsifying the certification is punishable under

each state party ofganization chairperson under sub. (1) (b) of 12.13 (3) (a), Wis. stats. The circulator shall indicate the date

. : . e that he or she makes the certification next to his or her signature.
results of the presidential preference primary within the state certification may be made by the candidate or any qualified
within each congressional district.

History: 1973 c. 334 ss. 16, 57; 1975 c. 93, 185, 199, 422; 1977 c. 427, 1e7§iLculator. L . )
34, 260, 311, 355; 1983 a. 484; 1985 a. 304 ss. 100 to 106, 156; 1987 a. 391; 198(b) Nomination papers shall be accompanied by a declaration
a #32? 1?93 ’Tl-dla“? 19?5 a. 16h5- 2 199;3 é: 38_2?'50?3 é};t?”'l- ation and of candidacy under s. 8.21. If a candidate for state or local office
ot be compelied to Seat delogates chosen in ah open primary n vioiation offie 1Ot filed a registration statement under s. 11.05 at the time he
party’s rules. Democratic Party of U.S. v. Wisconsin, 450 U.S. 107 (1981).  or she files nomination papers, the candidate shall file the state-
ment with the papers. A candidate for state office shall also file
8.125 Accessibility of presidential caucuses. Anypolit- a statement of economic interests with the board under s. 19.43 (4)
ical party which holds a caucus open to the public for the purpaselater than 4:30 p.m. on the 3rd day following the last day for
of selecting delegates to the national presidential nominating céihing nomination papers under sub. (1), or no later than 4:30 p.m.
vention ofthe party shall hold the caucus in a place which is acces the next business day after the last day whenever that candidate
sible to persons in wheelchairs. is granted an extension of time for filing nomination papers under
History: 1985 a. 304. sub. (1).
8.13 Commission city primary. At the first primary after ) (@) Igach.norglnatlﬁn paper shall have substantially the fol-
adoption of the commission form of government the 2 candida{gg‘"ng words prlnte at the top: . ) ,
for mayor and the 4 candidates for council members receiving the» the undersigned, request that the name of (insert candidate’s
highest number of votes shall be nominated. At subsequent [t name plus first name, nickname or initial, and middle name,
maries the 2 candidates receiving the most votes for either offiegmer legal surname, nickname or middle initial or initials if
shall be nominated. Only the names of the nominees shall apjst&siredbut no other abbreviations or titles) residing at (insert can-
on the spring election ballot. didate’s street address) be placed on the ballot at the (general or

History: 1985 a. 135 s. 83 (2). special)election to be held on (date of election) as a candidate rep-
resenting the (name of party) so that voters will have the opportu-

8.15 Nominations for September primary. (1) Nomina- nity tovote for (him or her) for the office of (name of office). | am
tion papers may be circulated no sooner than June 1 precedingetigible to vote in (name of jurisdiction or district in which candi-
general election and may be filed no later than 5 p.m. on the 2lede seeks office). | have not signed the nomination paper of any
Tuesday of July preceding the September primary, exceptadBer candidate for the same office at this election.
authorized irthis subsection. If an incumbent fails to file nomina- (b) Each candidate shall include his or her mailing address on
tion papers and a declaration of candidacy by 5 p.m. on the 2hd candidate’s nomination papers.
Tuesday of July preceding the September primary, all candidate . . N
for the office held by the incumbent, other than the incumbe%hs(ﬁ)blkfs ?gﬁg\?\g of required signatures on nomination papers
may file nomination papers no later than 72 hours after the lat g o .
time prescribed in this subsection. No extension of the timidfor  (8) For statewide offices, not less than 2,000 nor more than
ing nomination papers applies if the incumbent files written notift.000 electors.
cation with the filing officer or agency with whom nomination (b) For representatives in congress, not less than 1,000 nor
papers are filed for the office which the incumbent holds, no lat@ore than 2,000 electors.
than 5 p.m. on the 2nd Friday preceding the latest time prescribeqc) For state senators, not less than 400 nor more than 800 elec-
in this subsection for filing nomination papers, that the incumbeagts,
is not a candidate for reelection to his or her office, and the incum-() For representatives to the assembly, not less than 200 nor
bent does not file nomination papers for that office within the timggre than 400 electors.
prescribed in this subsection. Only those candidates for whom
nomination papers containing the necessary signatures acqu

i
within the allotted time and filed before the deadline may ha\ﬁl% ; h .
. s . not less than 200 nor more than 400 electors in prosecutorial units
their names appear on the official September primary ballot. of 100,000 population or less.

(2) Only one signature per person for the same office is valid. (¢) For county offices, not less than 500 nor more than 1,000
In addition to his or her signature, each signer of a nominatig,cors in couies over 100,000 population and not less than 200

paper shall list his or her municipality of residence for voting pufisr more than 400 electors in counties of 100,000 population or
poses, the street and number, if any, on which the signer res@@é

and the date of signing. (7) A candidate may not run in more than one party primar
. o | y uni y pri y
(3) All signers on each separate nomination paper for all stafgihe same time. No filing fidial may accept nomination papers
offices, county offices, and the offices of U.S. senator and repfgy the same person in the same election for more than one party.

sentative in congress shall reside in the jurisdiction or distrigf, independent candidate at a partisan primary or other election

whichthe candidate named on the paper will represent, if electitly not file nomination papers as the candidate of a recognized

(4) (a) The certification of a qualified circulator stating his opolitical party for the same office at the same election. A person
her residence with street and number, if any, shall appear atw® files nomination papers as the candidate of a recognized
bottom of each nomination paper, stating heher personally cir- political party may not file nomination papers as an independent
culated the nomination paper and personally obtained each ofd¢hadidate for the same office at the same election.

m) For district attorneys, not less than 500 nor more than
0 electors in prosecutorial units over 100,000 population and
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(8) Nomination papers shall be filed: (6) The persons who receive the greatest number of votes
(a) For state offices and the offices of U.S. senator and repiespectivelyfor the ofices of governor and lieutenant governor on
sentative in congress, in the office of the board. any party ballot at a primary shall be the party’s joint candidates

(b) For county offices, in the office of the county clerk or boarf&’r the ofices, and their nameshall so appear on thefiofal ballot

of election commissioners. at the next (_elecuon. _ _
History: 1971 c. 304 ss. 13, 29 (1), (2); 1973 c. 334 s. 57; 1977 c. 107, 427, 1979(7) Nominees chosen at a national convention and under s.
c. 249, 260, 311; 1983 a. 29, 484; 1985 a. 304; 1989 a. 31; 1993 a. 140, 213, 266; i i
a. 182, 2001 a. 109; 2005 . 451; 2007 a. 1. g% h(2) by each p?jr_hy enntfled toa %eptem_ber pnm_gry ba”%t shall
Cross Reference:See also ss. GAB 2.09, 2.11, and 6.04, Wis. adm. code. } et _e partys candidates for pres_l ent, V'C_e presi ent an pres-
Theban on multiple party nominations under sub. (7) does not burden the assdgintial elector_s. The state or national chalrperson of eaCh_SUCh
tional rights of political parties and is justified by compelling state interests. Swapgirty shall certify the names of the party’s nominees for president
v Kennedy, 950 F.2d 383 (1991). and vice president to the board no later than 5 p.m. on the first
. L . . Tuesday in September preceding a presidential election. Each
8.16 Partisan nominations. (1) Exceptas provided in sub. name shall be in one of the formats authorized in s. 7.08 (2) (a).
(2), the person who receives the greatest number of votes for isory: 1975 c. 41, 93, 199; 1977 c. 107, 383, 427, 447; 1983 a. 484; 1985 a. 304;
office on a party ballot at any partisan primary, regardless 1987 a. 391; 1989 a. 31. .
whether the person’s name appears on the ballot, shall be tHgoss Reference:See also s. GAB 6.04, Wis. adm. code. _ ) _
party’s candidate for the office, and the person’s name shaIIr§§;eg’|g‘c‘iigﬁ;cegtlagft;egﬂf”i‘;g‘ set forth in sub. (2) applies to special partisan pri-
appear on the official ballot at the next EIECUOU- All independentri sper cent requirement of sub. (2) does not violate equal protection nor burden
candidates shall appear on the general election ballot regardigssont to associate and cast votésatfvely. Blair v.Hebl, 498 F. Supp. 756 (1980).

of the number of votes received by such candidates at the Septem- - ) - .
ber primary. 8.17 Political party committees. (1) (a) Political parties

. o ualifying for a separate ballot under s. 5.62 (1) (b) or (2) shall
(2) A person who receives only write=in votes shall not appegfectf)t,htgr party crc))mmitteemen and committEagV\(/o)men( a?s pro-

on the ballot as the candidate of a recognized political party for Hedunder sub (5) (b). The function of committeemen and com-
office whenever no candidatelame appears on the ballot for tha itteewomen is to represent their neighborhoods in the structure

office unless the person receivegeatt 5% of the vote cast in theOf a political party. Committeemen and committeewomen shall

jurisdiction ordistrict for the party's gubernatorial candidate at thg. »< jiaison representatives between their parties and the resi-

lastgeneral election or the number of votes equivalent to the mi s of the election districts in which they serve. Activities of

: _ quiy Ent

mum number of signatures required on nomination papers for Gl[:lmitteemen and committeewomen shall include, but not be
office under s. 8.15 (6), whichever is greater, and unless:  jinjteq to, identifying voters; assistance in voter registration

(a) The person files a declaration of candidacy under s. 8dives; increasing voter participation in political parties; polling
no later than 5 p.m. on the 3rd day after notification of nominati@d other methods of passing information from residents to politi-
is mailed or personally delivered to the person by the filifigest  cal parties and elected public officials; and dissemination of infor-
or agency for the office sought; mation from public officials to residents. For assistance in those

(b) If the person is a candidate for state office, the person fiksd other activities of interest to a political party, each committee-
a statement of economic interests under s. 19.43 (4), no later thram and committeewoman may appoint a captain to engage in
4:30p.m. on the 3rd day after notification of nomination is mailethese activities in each ward, if the election district served by the

or personally delivered to the person by the board; and committeeman or committeewoman includes more than one
(c) Ifthe person is a candidate for state or local office, the p@fard. In an election district which includes more than one ward,
son files a registration statement under s. 11.05. the committeeman or committeewoman shall coordinate the

. . ctivities of the ward captains in promoting the interests of his or

(2m) Independent candidates may not be nominated E‘L‘r party.
write—in votes but shall file nomination papers under s. 8.20. (b) Each political party shall elect one committeeman or com-

(3) Where the boundaries of a district in which the candidatgitteewomarfrom each election district. In this section, each vil-
of a political party seeks office have been changed since the mage, each town and each city is an “election district”; except that
recent gubernatorial election such that it is not possible to calimicities having a population of more than 7,500 which are divided
late the exact percentage of write—in votes, under sub. (2), whigto aldermanic districts, each aldermanic district is an “election
are needed by that candidate to become the nominee of the pdityrict”; and in cities having a population of more than 7,500
the number of votes cast for a political party’s nominee for govavhich are not divided into aldermanic districts and villages or
nor at the last general election in each ward or aldermanic distriotynshaving a population of more than 7,500, each ward or group
or each municipality where there are no wards, which is wholty combined wards under s. 5.15 (6) (b) constituting a polling
contained within the boundaries of the newly formed district shallace on June 1 of the year in which committeemen or committee-
be calculated. If a candidate of a political party in a newly formegbmen are elected is an “election district’. To be eligible to serve
district doeshot obtain 5% of the number of votes calculated or tfes its committeeman or committeewoman, an individual shall be,
number of votes equivalent to the minimum number of signatursthe time of filing nomination papers or at the time of appoint-
requiredunder s. 8.15 (6), whichever is greater, the candidate shma#ntunder this section, a resident of the election district which he
not appear on the ballot as the candidate of that party forfibe ofor she is chosen to represent and shall be at least 18 years of age.

sought. (4) The term of office of each committeeman or committee-
(4) A recognized political party which participated in the mosvomanshall end on the date of the meeting held under sub. (5) (b)
recent gubernatorial election but loses its ballot position and sf@lowing each September primary.

sequentlyregains such position under s. 5.62 (2) does not cease 1q5) (a) The county committee of each political party shall con-
be a political party for purposes of qualification under subs. (gt of the duly elected committeemen and committeewomen and
and (3). appointed committeemen and committeewomen residing in the
(5) Any candidate for a partisan state office except districpunty.
attorneymay also qualify for payments under s. 11.50 if the candi- (b) A combined meeting of the county committee and mem-
date meets the requirements specified in s. 11.50; howesaer; a bers in good standing of the party in the county shall be held no
didate who qualifies under this section for placement on the offieonerthan 15 days after the September primary and no later than
cial ballot at the general election shall appear on such balkqyril 1 of the following year. At this meeting, the party commit-
regardless of whether he or she qualifies for payments undeteemen or committeewomen and the county committee offices of
11.50. chairperson, vice chairperson, secretary and treasurer shall be
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filled by election by the incumbent committeemen, committeeommittee may elect additional members so thattety has at
women and other party members present and voting, eacheafst 2 members on the committee of each congressional district
whom isentitled to one vote. At this meeting, the county commita which it lies.
tee shall elect the members of the congressional district committegd) County committees may elect alternate members to con-
as provided in sub. (6) (b), (c) and (d). The secretary of the cougitgssional district committees on the same basis and in the same
committee shall give at least 7 days’ written notice of the meetiRgmbers as they are entitled to elect under pars. (b) and (c).
to party and committee members. Individuals elected as county(e) At least once every year, the chairperson of the congres-
committee officers or as congressional district committee megjgna) district committee shall call, with at least 30 days’ notice in
bersmay be, but are not required to be, committeemen or COMMyikiting to the chairperson of the county committee, or committees
teewomen.They are required to be party members in good stangq within the district, for a caucus of members of the party in
ing. The terms of committeemen and committeewomen, COURR% gistrict. Committee offices of chairperson, vice chairperson,
committee officers and congressional district committee mescretary, and treasurer shall be filled by a caucus in the time and
bers begin during the meeting immediately upon completion agfhnner prescribed by the constitution of either the district com-
verification of the voting for each office. mittee or the state committee. Individuals elected to these offices
(bm) A county committee may require that candidates fefay be, but are not required to be, members of the congressional
party committeemen and committeewomen file nominatiafistrict committee. The secretary shall provide noticallofeet-
papers with the county committee prior to the combined meetiigs of the congressional district committee.

under par. (b). The form, content and circulation and filing dead- 7) (a) Duly elected or appointed committeemen and commit-

lc'gﬁfn?i{tg]: nomination papers shall be established by the COUREwomen residing in any political subdivision or assembly dis-
' . ) trict may organize a committee for their area upon presenting a

(c) The secretary of the county committee shall notify thestition therefor to the congressional district committee, which
county clerk in writing of the name and address of the electgghition shall be signed by at least 25% of the committeemen and
;:_ounty committee chairperson within 10 days of his or her elegmmitteewomen who reside in that same area. Upon filing such

1on. a petition:

(d) The chairperson of the county committee shall notify the' 1 The chairperson of the congressional district committee
chairperson of the state committee of the names and addressgg Qf call the first meeting within 10 days of delivery of the peti-
the individuals elected as congressional district committee meg
bers within 10 days of thelr glect_lon. 2. The secretary of the congressional district committee shall

(e) Except as authorized in this paragraph, all county commjjiye at least 5 days’ advance written notice of the meeting to all

tee meetings shall be called by the chairperson of the county c@@mmitteemen, committeewomen and party members residing in
mittee. The secretary of the county committee shall give at legsd area of the new committee.

7 days'’ written notice of each meeting to the committee members. 5 - o mittee offices of chairperson, vice chairperson, secre-

A majority of committee members may, upon petition to the Cha{E% and treasurer shall be filled by election in the same manner as
i

pmeerggrr:gélgl?%?tgryg(ljg/sthtﬁz'c?]:?;(:rgggarﬁ;rs]iai:ilr:e?;rtpoe[jsgrslcfi provided for the county committee, and may be filled by indi-

: . als who are not committeemen or committeewomen.
demanding members may designate one of them to call and pre- o . .
side at a meeting, also upon at least 7 days’ written notice to all 4 Additional meetings may be called in the same manner as
committeemembers. The member so designated shall provide {ﬁét provided for the county committee under sub. (5) (€).
notice. Meetings called in either manner have equal standing. 5. Holders of committee offices may be removed and subse-
(f) Any of the county committee officers named in par. (b) m ent vacancies filled in the same manner as that provided for the

be removed from office at any meeting of the committee if at le&QUNtY committee under sub. (5) ().

two—thirds ofthe conmitteemen or committeewomen are present; 6. Committeemen and committeewomen who are members
at least 7 days’ written notice of the meeting is given to memb&fscommittees organized in any political subdivision or assembly
of the party in the county; the notice discloses that discussiontétrict retain their status as members of the county committee.
the removal of one or more officers is on the agenda; and the noticéb) Assembly district committees shall also include as mem-
includes and identifies this paragraph. Any such removal, abers those individuals elected by the county committee under sub.
subsequerfilling of a vacancy, shall be by vote of the committeet6) as members of the congressional district committee.

men, committeewomen and party members present and voting(g) (a) The congressional district committee shall elect at least
each of whom is entitled to one vote. 2 individuals to become members of the state committee. Those

(9) Any vacancy in any county committee office, except theected may be, but are not required to be, members of the district
offices named in par. (b) shall be filled by the county committegommittee.
exceptthat the county committee chairperson may temporfiltily () The state committee may consist solely of members elected
any vacancy. under par. (&) or may consist of those members anmag other

(h) The county committee may appoint a committeeman wrembers called for and chosen in the manner prescribed in the
committeewoman for any election district in which no one wa®nstitution of the state committee.
elected. An appointed committeeman or committeewoman has(sg) (a) If a county has no committee as provided by sub. (5)
the same responsibilities and may engage in the same activitieg,#S;esidents of that county may voluntarily form a committee,
an elected committeeman or committeewoman. which, upon approval of the state committee and certification by

(i) Each committee and its officers shall have the powers UsHe secretary of the state committee to the board and the county
ally exercised by committees and their officers. clerk or board of election commissioners, shall then become the

(6) (@) The congressional district committee shall consist 8punty committee with equal standing as if it had been organized
members elected by the county committee or committees untdggler sub. (5) (a). This standing shall remain unless and until a
pars. (b) and (c). committee is organized under sub. (5) (a).

(b) For each assembly district lying wholly within one county, (b) Members of a committee organized under par. (a) are not,
the county committee shall elect 2 persons from each assendiilgl shall not be known as, committeemen and committeewomen.
district as members of the congressional district committee. (10) Committeemen and committeewomen who are members

(c) For each assembly district lying partially within onén good standing of their county parties, by virtue of thdices,
county, the county committee shall elect one person as a mengtedl be granted credentials for participation in eaycus or con-
of the congressional district committee, except that the coungntion called by their congressional district committees or the
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state committee, and those credentials shall be distributed at lehsirperson and the state committee secretary shall be filed with
21 days in advance of the meeting by the secretary of the comntie board.

tee calling the caucus or convention. (2) The new name shall take effect upon certification.
~ (11) The names of the committees shall be that of the identify- (3) Everypolitical party entitied, under s. 5.62, to have its can-
ing name followed by Party of ...., the blank to be filled with thgidates on the September primary and general election ballots has
name of the county, congressional district, or other geograpRig|usiveright to the use of the name designating it at any election
areas. involving political parties. The board shall not certify nor the

(12) The secretary of the state committee of each recognizeslinty clerk print the name of any person whose nomination
political party under s. 5.62 (1) (b) or (2) shall notify the board jpapersndicate a party name comprising a combination of existing
writing of the name and address of the elected state commifpeety names, qualifying words, phrases, prefixes or suffixes in
chairperson within 10 days of his or her election. connection with any existing party name.

History: 1971 c. 304 s. 29 (1), (2); 1971 c. 336; 1973 c. 334; 1979 c. 260, 311History: 1973 c. 334 s. 57; 1975 c. 93; 1993 a. 184.

355;1981 c. 116; 1983 a. 484, 549; 1985 a. 131, 304; 1987 a. 391; 1991 a. 316; 19930ss Reference:See also s. GAB 6.04, Wis. adm. code.
a. 184; 1999 a. 182; 2003 a. 265.

.20 Nomination of independent candidates. (1) Inde-

N I .8
8.18 Nomination of presidential electors. (1) Candi- pendent nominations may be made for any office to be voted for
dates for the senate and assembly nominated by each politigadny general or partisan special election.

party atthe primary, the state officers and the holdover state sena- 2 Nomination is b inati Each .
tors ofeach political party shall meet in the state capitol at 10 am. (2)_(8) Nomination is by nomination papers. Each nomina-
on the first Tuesday in October of each year in which there i ion paper shall have substantially the following words printed at
presidential election. he top: . . .

(2) The purpose of the convention is to nominate one pr 5.l the undersigned, request that the name of (insert candidate’s

idential elector from each congressional district and 2 elect st name plus first name, nickname or initial, and middle name,

from the state at large. The names of the nominees shall be ¢ fmer legal surname, nickname or middle initial or initials if

o : ; ; sired, but no other abbreviations or titles), residing at (insert
gz?t;nggw t?]cge::tﬁzrgﬁi:gocnh?fr[taﬁésggac;gthe state committee of ea candidate’s street address) be placed on the ballot at the (general

History: 1973 c. 334; 1975 c. 93: 1977 c. 427: 1993 a. 184: 2007 a. 1. or special) election to be held on (date of election) as a candidate
' ' ' ' [(representing the (name of party)) or (representing the princi-
8.185 Write—in candidates for president and vice pres- ple(s) of (statement of principles))] so that voters will have the

ident. (1) The names of candidates for president and vice pre@pportunity to vote for (him or her) for the office of (name of
dentmay be written in, in the place provided, on the general balRffice). | ameligible to vote in the (name of jurisdiction or district

at the general election for choosing the president and vice préiwhich candidate seeks office). | have not signed the nomination
dent ofthe United States. Write—in votes shall be listed as scatteaper of any other candidate for the same office at this election.
ing unless the person whose name is written in has a list of pres¢b) Each candidate shall include his or her mailing address on
idential electors on file with the board in accordance with thiee candidate’s nomination papers.

section ownless the person whose name is written in has receivedc) In the case afandidates for the offices of president and vice
more than 10% of the total vote casttie ward, or in the munici- president, the nomination papers shall contain both candidates’
pality if not divided into wards. names; the office for which each is nominated; the residence and

(2) Any candidates for the office of president and vice predpost-officeaddress of each; and the party or principles they repre-
dent of the United States as write—in candidates shall file a listsgfnt, if any, in 5 words or less. In the case of candidates for the
presidential electors and a declaration of candidacy in the man@iéi€es of governor and lieutenant governor, the nomination
prescribed in s. 8.21 with the board no later than 4:30 p.m. on B@pers shall contain both candidates’ names or the nanuauef a
2nd Tuesday preceding the day of the general election to choditatefor either office; the office for which each candidate is nom-
the president and vice president of the United States. The list sti@ted; the residence and post-office address of each candidate;
contain one presidential elector from each congressional distAgd the party or principles each candidate represents, if any, in 5
and 2 electors from the state at large and the names of the caf@rds or less.
dates for president and vice president for whom they intend to(d) Nomination papers for president and vice president shall
vote, if elected. Compliance with this subsection may be waivkst one candidate for presidential elector from each congressional
by the board but only if the results of the general election indicatistrict and 2 candidates for presidential elector from the state at
that a write—in candidate for the office of president is eligible targe who will vote for the candidates for president and vice presi-
receive the electoral votes of this state except for noncompliaet, if elected.
with this subsection. In such event, the write—in candidate shall(3) The certification of a qualified circulator under s. 8.15 (4)
have until 4:30 p.m. on the Friday following the general electiqa) shall be appended to each nomination paper.

to comply with the filing requirements of this subsection. (4) The number of required signatures on nomination papers
(3) If more than one list of presidential electors is filed with thfyr independent candidates shall be the same as the number speci-
board by any write-in candidates for the offices of president afigd in s.8.15 (6). For independent presidential electors intending
vice president of the United States, the first list filed shall be ca@-vote for the same candidates for president and vice president,
sidered the valid list, provided that this list meets the additiordke number of required signatures shall be not less than 2,000 nor

requirements of this section. more than 4,000 electors.
(4) Write—in votes for president and vice president shall be (5) Only one signature per person for the same office is valid.
counted as provided in s. 7.50 (2) (i). In addition to his or her signature, each signer shall list his or her

© ';gs_t%yé 32974182- 804's.29 (2); 1973 ¢. 334 5. 57; 1977 ¢. 427, 1981 ¢. 377 sspdunicipality ofresidence for voting purposes, the street and num-
Crbss ReférencézSee also s. GAB 6.04, Wis. adm. code. b,er’ if any, on WhICh th.e signer re5|des, ‘F.’md.the date of .5'9”'99'
Signers okach nomination paper shall reside in the same jurisdic-
8.19 Party name. (1) The state committee of any party po||-_tion or district which the candidate named therein will represent,
ing less than 75,000 presidential votes in this state in the last eitglected.
tion may change the name of the party. The new name may nof6) Nomination papers shall be accompanied by a declaration
duplicate that of an existing national party. A certificate aif candidacy under s. 8.21. If a candidate for state or local office
approval by the party’s national committee which has been cehas not filed a registration statement under s. 11.05 at the time he
fied by the national committee secretary, the state commit@eshe files nomination papers, the candidate shall file the state-
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ment with the papers. A candidate for state office shall also 820 (2) (a) for candidates for partisan office and shall state all of
a statement of economic interests with the board under s. 19.43t{é)following:

no later than 4:30 p.m. on the 3rd day following the last day for () That the signer is a candidate for a named office.
filing nomination papers under sub. (8) (), or no later than 4:30 1y ¢ the signer meets, or will at the time he or she assumes

e e momsmeas e 3fce e, appcabe age izensi, rsidency orving qual-
. 9 PaPElfcation requirements, if any, prescribed by the constitutions and

under sub. (8) (a). laws of the United States and of this state.

(7) Nomination papers shall be filed in the office of the board (¢) That the signer will otherwise qualify for office if nomi-
for all state offices and the offices of U.S. senator and represepgred and elected.

tive in congress, and in the office of county clerk or board of elec- ( : : : : ;
; ) h 3) The declaration of candidacy shall include the candidate’s
tion comm|SS|or.1ers_ for all county_offlces. _ name in the form in which it will appear on the ballot.

(8) (a) Nomination papers for independent candidates for any 4y Each candidate for state and local office shall include in
office to be voted upon at a general election or September primgyy qeclaration of candidacy all of the following:

and general election, except president, vice president and pres:, . .
idential elector, may be circulated no sooner than June 1 preceding®) A Statement that the candidate has not been convicted of

the election and may be filed no later than 5 p.m. on the 2nd TR misdemeanor designated under state or federal law as a viola-

; : n of the public trust or any felony for which the candidate has
day of July preceding the September primary, except as autﬂ‘at been pardoned.

rized in this paragraph. If an incumbent fails to file nominatidf® ) ) L
papers and a declaration of candidacy by 5 p.m. on the 2nd Tues@_b) A statement that discloses the candidate’s mun|C|paI|_ty of
day of July preceding the September primary, all candidates f@gidence for voting purposes, and the street and number, if any,
the office held by the incumbent, other than the incumbent, m@§ which the candidate resides.

file nomination papers no later than 72 hours after the latest time(5) The declaration of candidacy is valid with or without the
prescribed in this paragraph. No extension of the time for filisgal of the officer who administers the oath.

nomination papers applies if the incumbent files written notifica- () A candidate for state or local office shall file an amended
tion with the filing officer or agency with whom nominationgeciaration of candidacy under oath with the same officer or
papers are filed for the office which the incumbent holds, no latghency if any information contained in the declaration of candi-
than 5 p.m. on the 2nd Friday preceding the latest time prescribgdy changes at any time after the original declaration of candi-

in this paragraph for filing nomination papers, that the incumbegicy s filedand before the candidate assumes office or is defeated
is not a candidate for reelection to his or her office, and the inCu¥r glection or nomination.

bent does not file nomination papers for that office within the timeyisiory: 1983 a. 484 s. 94; 1985 a. 304; 1987 a. 391; 1993 a. 140; 1999 a. 182;
prescribed in this paragraph. 2001 a. 109; 2005 a. 149.

: . H H ross Reference:See also s. GAB 6.04, Wis. adm. code.
(am) Nomination Papers for |ndependent candidates for presF andidate for election to Congress need not be a resident of the district at the time

dent and vice president, and the presidential electors designgted! she files nomination papers and executes the declaration of intent to accept the
to represent them, may be circulated no sooner than August 1 @ if elected. A candidate for Congress must be an inhabitant of the state at the
may be filed not later than 5 p.m. on the first Tuesday in Septelfie of election. 61 Atty. Gen. 155.

ber.

(b) Nomination papers for independent candidates for aﬁ 5 Election of state and federal officers. (1) Pres

office to bevoted upon at a partisan special election shall be cirdfENT'AL ELECTORS. By general ballot at the general election for
lated and filed as provided in s. 8.50 (3) (). choosing the president and vice president of the United States

. o . thereshall be elected as many electors of president and vice presi-
(9) Persons nominated by nomination papétlout a recog- Y P P

izedpolitical designati hall be placedtion oficial bal dent aghis state is entitled to elect senators and representatives in
nizedpolitical party designation shall be placedtaa oficial bal- c%ggress. Avote for the president and vice president nominations

lot at the general election and at any partisan election to the rig ny party is a vote for the electors of the nominees
or below the recognized political party candidates in their own '

column or row designated “Independent”. At the September pri- (2) UNITED STATES SENATOR. One senator to serve in the
mary, persons nominated for state office by nomination papétgited States congress shall be chosen at the general election in
without arecognized political party designation shall be placed 962 and every 6 years thereafter and another in 1964 and every
a separate ballot or, if a consolidated paper ballot under s. 5.658ars thereafter.

(2), an electronic voting system or voting machines are used, in &3) RepresENTATIVEIN CONGRESS. One representative to serve
column orow designated “Independent”. If the candidate’s name the United States congress shall be chosen from each congres-

already appears under a recognized political party it may notdignay district at the general election held in each even-numbered
listed on the independent ballot, column or row. Agear_
7,

History: 1971 c. 242, 304; 1973 c. 334 s. 57; 1975 c. 369; 1977 c. 107, 287, .
1979 c.249, 260; 1981 c. 377; 1983 a. 29, 484, 1985 a. 304; 1987 a. 391; 1993 a. 140(4) CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS;TERMS. (a) A governor, lieu-

266; 1999 a. 6, 32, 182, 186; 2001 a. 109; 2005 a. 451; 2007 a. 1.

Cross Reference: See also ss. GAB 2.0§, 2.11, and 6’.04, Wis. adm. code. tenant governor, secretary of state, tree_tsur_er and an attorney ge.n_

eralshall be elected at the general election in 1970 and quadrenni-

8.21 Declaration of candidacy. (1) Each candidate, excepta”y thereafter. A state superintenden_t shall be elected on the first
a candidate for presidential elector under s. 8.20 (2) (d), shall fll€Sday in April 1917 and quadrennially thereafter. -
a declaration of candidacy, no later than the latest time provided(®) 1. The regular full term offafe of the state superintendent
for filing nomination papers under s. 8.10 (2) (a), 8.15 (1), 8.20 @mmences on the first Monday of July, next succeeding the
(a) or 8.50 (3) (a), or the time provided under s. 8.16 (2) or 8.88perintendent’s election.
(2) (c). A candidate shall file the declaration with the officer or 2. The regular full term of each other officer enumerated in
agency with which nomination papers are filed for the office thpar. (a) commences on the first Monday of January, next succeed-
the candidate seeks, or if nomination papers are not required, Withthe officer’s election.
the clerk or board of election commissioners of the jurisdiction in (5) pistricT arTorRNEY: TERM. A district attorney shall be

which the candidate seeks office. electedfor each prosecutorial unit specified in s. 978.Gheyen-

(2) The declaration of candidacy shall be sworn to before asyal election in 2008 and quadrennially thereafter. The regular
officer authorized to administer oaths. The declaration shall cagrm of the office of district attorney commences on the first
tain the name of the candidate in the form specified under s. 8\M&nday in January next succeeding the officer’s election.

(2) (b) for candidates for nonpartisan office or s. 8.15 (5) (a) OMistory: 1981 c. 62, 314; 1987 a. 391; 1989 a. 31; 2007 a. 158.
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8.28 NOMINATIONS, PRIMARIES, ELECTIONS Not certified under s. 35.18 (2), stats.

8.28 Challenge to residency qualifications. (1) Any nated by write—in votes is deemed to decline nomination if he or
individual who believes that an individual holding or elected tshe fails to file a declaration of candidacy within the time pre-
state or local office is not a resident or inhabitant of this statesaribed under sub. (2) (c) or s. 8.16 (2).

of the jurisdiction or district in which he or she serves, Whenever(z) (a) If a vacancy occurs after nomination due to the death

Zﬂ;haggﬁgfalg?e“?;vdsézc;/u;irlgdaﬁ/yemi% g%g?;'gfg%? \(/)vfitf\hﬁg c;rttt(?rln ci‘]: a candidate of a recognized political party for a partisan office,
generahlleging such facts as may cause him or her to believe t g?g;g% éﬂﬁga?%gyg/du%é?es C;'a;gp%rf%lcgéﬁ's%ﬁgmrgﬁggigg
the individual is not qualified to hold office because of failure t ommittee, if any, in the case of i-nd'epéndent candidates. Similar
meet a residency requirement. ) ) vacancies in nominations of candidates for nonpartisan local
(2) The attorney general may thereupon investigate whethgices may be filled by the candidate’s personal campaign com-
such allegations are true. If the attorney general finds that fgtee or, if the candidate had none, by the body which governs
allegations of the complaint are true or for any other reason finglg |ocal governmental unit in which the deceased person was a
that the subject person who is holding or elected to office is n@indidatdor office. The chairperson, chief officer of the commit-
qualified because of failure to meet a residency requirement, {88 orclerk of the body making an appointment shall file a certifi-
attorneygeneral may commence an action under ch. 784 for a Wiite of appointment with the official or agency with whom decla-
of quo warranto to have the subject persorfis@tieclared vacant ations of candidacy for the office are filed. For purposes of this
or to restrain any person not entitled to take office from assumingragraph, the official or agency need not recognize members of

it. In the case of a person who is elected to office ifethielature, 5 personal campaign committee whose names were not filed under
the clerk of court shall transmit a copy of the judgment to the pkg-11 o5 prior to the death of the candidate.

siding officer of the appropriate house, and the house shall deter;
mine whether the person is qualified to be seated or whethed'i
vacancy exists.

b) If a vacancy in nomination occurs due to the death of a can-
ate, the officer or agency with whom nomination papers are

e . filed for the office shall promptly notify the chairperson, commit-
: 1979 c. 249; 1983 a. 484,
History: 1979 ¢. 249 1963 &, 464 tee or body, if any, that the vacancy may be filled within 4 days of
8.30 Candidates ineligible for ballot placement. the date of the notice, as shown by the postmark if the notice is

(1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, the official @ailed. Thechairperson, committee or body may file a sworn cer-
agency with whom declarations of candidacy are required to tificate ofnomination with the official or agency within the 4-day
filed may refuse to place the candidate’s name on the ballot if grgriod.

of the following apply: (c) The official or agency with whom a proper certificate is
(a) The nomination papers are not prepared, signed, and dited under par. (b) shall promptly notify the candidate who is
cuted as required under this chapter. nominated and transmit to the candidate a declaration of candi-

(b) It conclusively appears, either on the face of the nominatidAcy form and, in the case of a candidate for state or local office,
papers offered fdiling, or by admission of the candidate or othera financial registration statement form under s. 11.05. No later
wise, that the candidate is ineligible to be nominated or electéhan 5 p.m. on the 3rd day after notification of nomination is

(c) The candidate, if elected, could not qualify for the officailed or personally delivered to the new nominee by the official

sought within the time allowed by law for qualification becaus® @gency, the nominee shall file a declaration of candidacy and,
of age, residence, or other impediment. in the case of a candidate for state or local office, a registration

(2) If no registration statement has been filed by or on behgftement under s. 11.05. No later than 4:30 p.m. on the 3rd day
of a candidate for state or local office in accordance with s. 11 §€r notification of nomination is mailed or personally delivered
(29) or(2r) by the applicable deadline for filing nomination paper® & N€W nohmlnee for Statﬁ C’”ﬁﬁe or municipal JL;dge by theiaif
by such candidate, or the deadline for filing a declaration of can@-29ency. the nominee shall file a statement of economic interests
dacy for an office for which nomination papers are not filed, th1der s. 19.43 (4). If the nominee fails to file the declaration of
name of the candidate may not appear on the ballot. This sub&@gdidacy, the official or agency may refuse to place the candi-
tion may not be construed to exempt a candidate from applicaft€’s name on the ballot. If the nominee fails to file the registra-
penalties if he or she files a registration statement later than #Q8 Statement or statement of economic interests, the official or
time prescribed in ss. 11.01 (1) and 11.05 (2g). agency may not place the candidate’s name on the ballot.

(2m) The official or agency with whom nomination papers_ (d) If the ballots have been prepared, the committees or body
and declarations of candidacy are required to be filed shall #8ind the vacancy shall supply stickers as provided under s. 7.38
place a candidate’s name on the ballot if the candidate’s nam&3js NO vacancy in a nomination occurs prior to the time of the

ineligible for ballot placement under s. 5.05 (2m) (d) 2. or 15.¢gimaryelection for an dice, unless no primary is required for the
(6). office for which the nomination is made.

(3) The official or agency with whom declarations of candi- (&) This subsection does not apply in the event of the death of
dacy are required to be filed may not place a candidate’s nameéggndidate for nonpartisan office who has no opponent appearing
the ‘ballot if the official or agency is prohibited from doing s@" the election ballot.
under s. 19.43 (4) or an ordinance adopted under s. 19.59 (3) (bX3) Whenever amominee dies after the election ballots are pre-

(4) The official or agency with whom a declaration of candipared.and no nomination is made under this section, the votes cast
dacy is required to be filed may not place a candidate’s namef@hthe deceased shall be counted and returned. If he or she
the ballot if the candidate fails to file a declaration of candidag§ceives a plurality of the votes cast, the vacancy shall be filled as
within the time prescribed under s. 8.21. in the case of a vacancy occurring by death after election.

o IO 15T, 95 1970 120,305 1570 395 20,29 198304041 19854) (2) 1. When a candidate is appointed 1o fil a vacancy
Cross Reference: See also ss. GAB 2.09 and 2.11, Wis. adm. code. under this section, the funds remaining in the former candidate’s

A petitioner who timely filed with the county clerk rather than with the electiondepository after payment of the former candidate’s lawful cam-
board under s. 8.10 (6) (a) is barred from the ballot. State ex rel. Ahlgrimm v. Stgtei i .
Elections Board, 82 Wis. 2d 585, 263 N.W.2d 152 (1978). Bﬁgn debts, if any, shall be: . , -
a. Donated to the former candidate’s local or state political

8.35 Vacancies after nomination. (1) Any person who party if the former candidate was a partisan candidate or donated
files nomination papers and qualifies to appear on the ballot ntaythe charitable organization of the former candidate’s choice or
not decline nomination. The name of that person shall appé@ charitable organization chosen by the former candidate’s next
upon the ballot except in case of death of the person. A persdikin if the former candidate is deceased, or if no choice is made
who is appointed to fill a vacancy in nomination or who is nomieturned to the donors on a proportional basis; or
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b. If the former candidate was a nonpartisan candida8&40 Petition requirements. (1) In addition to any other
donated to the charitable organization of the former candidategjuirements prodied by law, each separate sheet of each petition
choice or the charitable organization chosen by the former carfdi- an election, including a referendum, shall have on the face at
date’s next of kin if the former candidate is deceased; or the top in boldface print the word “PETITION”. Each signer of

c. If no choice is made, returned to the donors on a prop8Hch a petition shall affix his or her signature to the petition,
tional basis, with contributions which cannot be identifie@ccompanied by his or her municipality of residence for voting

donated in accordance with subd. 1. a. or b. purposes, the street and. ngmber, if any, on which the signer
2. A petitioner or personal representative may make tﬁ%&des, and thg_ da@e of S|gn|ng_._ . ) .
choice under subd. 1. a. or b. where subd. 1. c. applies. (2) The certification of a qualified circulator stating his or her

b) Notwithstanding par. (a), any unspent and unencumbef&gidencavith street and number, if any, shall appear at the bottom
m o(n t)aysreceived by a gaﬁdid;m%)m tk)lle V\ﬁgonsin election cam- © each separate sheet of each petition specified in sub. (1), stating

: : : ; t he or she personally circulated the petition and personally
paign fund shall be immediately transferred to any candidate . . ) .
is appointed to replace such candidate, upon filing of a pro ainedeach of the signatures; that the circulator knows that they

gy : ..are electors of the jurisdiction or district in which the petition is
application therefor under s. 11.50 (2). If there is no candidat : : ;
appointed or if no proper application is filed within 7 days of t culated; that the circulator knows that they signed the paper

date onwhich the vacancy occurs, such moneys shall revert to ith fuII_knowI(_edge of |ts_con.tent; that th_e circulator knows their
state as provided in s. 11.50 (8). Notwithstanding par. (a) pective residences given; that the circulator knows that each
unspent gnd unencumbered mon.eys received by agcg fdinate >'oner signed on the date stated opposite his or her name; that the

P . circulator is a qualified elector of this state, or if not a qualified
the democracy trust fund shall be immediately transferred to Xctor of this state, that the circulator is a U.S. citizen age 18 or

candidate who is appointed to replace that candidate upon f'“&ger who, if he or she were a resident of this state, would not be

of a proper application therefor under s. 11.502 (1). FOr purpogeg, ajifiedfrom voting under s. 6.03, Wis. stats.; and that the cir-
of qualification, contributions received and disbursements m ator is aware that falsifying the certification is punishable

by the former candidate are considered to have been receive : P
made by the replacement candidate. If there is no candidﬁlér%{er s.12.13 (3) (a). The circulator shall indicate the date that

: . TN e or she makes the certification next to his or her signature.
appointed or if no proper application is filed within 7 days of the ] )
date on which a vacancy occurs, the moneys shall revert to thd3) The board shall, by rule, prescribe standards consistent

state. with this chapter and s. 9.10 (2) to be used by all election officials
NOTE: Par. (b) is shown as amended eff. 12-1-10 by 2009 Wis. Act 89. Prior&nd governing bOdIeS in determining the validity of petitions for
to 12-1-10 it reads: elections and signatures thereon.

(b) Notwithstanding par. (a), any unspent and unencumbered moneys  History: 1989 a. 192; 1997 a. 35; 1999 a. 182; 2001 a. 109; 2005 a. 451.
received by a candidate from the Wisconsin election campaign fund shall be  Cross Reference:See also ss. GAB 2.09 and 2.11, Wis. adm. code.
immediately transferred to any candidate who is appointed to replace such can-  The residence requirement for nomination paper circulators in sub. (2), as applied
didate, upon filing of a proper application therefor under s. 11.50 (2). If there to Wisconsin residents who circulate papers outside the political subdivision in which
is no candidate appointed or if no proper application is filed within 7 days of the ~ they reside and to nonresidents violates the 1st amendment right of free speech.
date on which the vacancy occurs, such moneys shall revert to the state as proFramiv. Ponto, 255 F. Supp. 2d 962 (2003).
vided in s. 11.50 (8).

(c) The transfer shall be reported to the appropriate filing off.50 Special elections.  Unless otherwise provided, this sec-
cer in a special report submitted by the former candidate’s cali@n applies to filling vacancies in the U.S. senate and house of
paign treasurer. If the former candidatdéseased and was servrepresentatives, executive state offices except the offices of gov-
ing as his or her own campaign treasurer, the former candidagf®or, lieutenant governand district attorney, judicial and legis-
petitioner or personal representative shall file the report and méiéve state offices, county, city, village, and town offices, and the
the transfer required by par. (b), if any. The report shall inclu@éices of municipal judge and member of the board of school
a complete statement of all contributions, disbursements aitectors inschool districts organized under ch. 119. State legisla-
incurred obligations pursuant to s. 11.06 (1) covering the perithée offices may be filled in anticipation of the occurrence of a
from the day after the last date covered on the former candida#®§ancy whenever authorized in sub. (4) (e). No special election
most recent report to the date of disposition. may be held after February 1 preceding the spring election unless

(d) The newly appointed candidate shall file his or her rep trfs held on the same day as the spring election, nor after Septem-

at the next appropriate interval under s. 11.20 (2) or (4) after R 1 Preceding the general election unless it is held on the same
or her appointment. The appointed candidate shall include as the general election, until the day after that election. If the
transferred funds in his or her first report Special election is held on the day of the general election, the pri-

(€) Any person who violates this subsection may be punishggryfor the special election, if any, shall be held on the day of the
as provided under s. 11.60 or 1161, ptember primary. the special election is held on the day of the

et 1073 ¢. 334; 1675 0, 03; 1977 5. 107, 340; 1679 ¢. 1105, 60 (11) lf{)ring election, the primary for the special election, if any, shall
Istory: . ) C. N . y N C. S. N H H

c. 311; 1983 a. 484; 1985 a. 131 s. 3; 1985 a. 303 s. 88; 1985 a. 304; 1987 a. 391 gdzeld on the day of the spring primary.

a. 1841995 a. 225; 1999 a. 182; 2001 a. 109; 2005 a. 177; 2009 a. 89. (1) SPECIAL ELECTION ORDERAND NOTICES. (&) When there is

Circuit judge is a nonpartisan state office. A vacancy due to the death of a cir¢uit, : ; ; ; :
court judge candidate may not be filled under sub. (2). Committee to Retain B! sbe a special election, the special election for county office shall

v. Elections Board, 95 Wis. 2d 632, 291 N.W.2d 616 (Ct. App. 1980). be ordered by the county board of supervisors except as provided
in s. 17.21 (5); the special election for city office shall be ordered
8.37 Filing of referenda petitions or questions. Unless by the common council; the special election for village office shall

otherwise required by law, all proposed constitutional amenkle ordered by the board of trustees; the special election for town
ments and any other measure or question that is to be submiafide shall be ordered by the town board of supervisors; the spe-
to a vote of the people, or any petitions requesting that a measu@ election for school board member in a school district orga-
or question be submitted to a vote of the people, if applicable, shédied under ch. 119 shall be ordered by the school boarsp¢he
be filed with the official or agency responsible for preparing tiaal election for municipal judge shall be ordered by the governing
ballots for the election no later than 42 days prior to the electibady of the municipality, except in 1st class cities, or if the judge
at which the amendment, measure or question will appear onithelected under s. 755.01 (4) jointly by the governing bodies of
ballot. No later than the end of the next business day after a @b-municipalities served by the judge; and all other special elec-
posed measure is filed with a school district clerk under this séens shall be ordered by the governor. When the governor or
tion, the clerk shall file a copy of the measure or question with tagorney general issues the order, it shall be filed and recorded in
clerk of each county having territory within the school district. the office of the board. When the county board of supervisors
History: 1999 a. 182; 2005 a. 451. issues the order, it shall be filed and recorded in the office of the
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county clerk. When the county executive issues the order, it shal(3) NOMINATION, PRIMARY AND CANVASS. (a) Nomination
be filed in the office of the county board of election commissiopapers may be circulated no sooner than the day the order for the
ers. When the common council issues the order, it shall be filgzkcial election is filed and shall be filed not later than 5 p.m. 28
in the office of the city clerk. When the board of trustees issuéays before the day that the special prinvatyor would be held,
the order, it shall be filed in the office of the village clerk. Wheifi required, except when a special election is held concurrently
the town board of supervisors issues the order, it shall be filedniith the spring election or general election, the deadline for filing
the office of the town clerk. When the school board of a schawminationpapers shall be specified in the order and the date shall
district organized under ch. 119 issues the order, it shall be fileel no earlier than the date provided in s. 8.10 (2) (a) or 8.15 (1),
and recorded in the office of the city board of election commigespectively, and no later than 35 days prior to the date of the
sioners. If a municipal judge is elected under s. 755.01 (4), $ing or September primary. Nomination papers may be filed in
order shall be filed in the office of the county clerk or board difie manner specified in s. 8.10, 8.15, or 8.20. Each candidate shall
election commissioners of the county having the largest portifile a declaration of candidacy in the manner provided in s. 8.21
of the population of the jurisdiction served by the judge. no later than the latest time provided in the order for filing nomina-
(b) Notice of any special election shall be given upon the filifpn papers. If a candidate for state or local office has not filed a
of the order under par. (a) by publication in a newspaper under'&glistration statement under s. 11.05 at the time he or she files
985. If the special election concerns a national or state office, finination papers, the candidate shall file the statement with the
board shall give notice as soon as possible to the county cleR@Pers. A candidate for state office shall also file a statement of
Uponreceipt of notice from the board, or when the special electi§Ronomic interests with the board no later than the end of the 3rd
is for a county office or a municipal judgeship under s. 755.01 (27 following the last day for filing nomination papers specified
the county clerk shall give notice as soon as possible to the murl¢ithe order.
pal clerks of all municipalities in which electors are eligible to (b) Except as otherwise provided in this section, the provisions
vote in the election and publish one type A notice for all officder September primaries under s. 8.15 are applicable to all partisan
to be voted upon within the county as provided in s. 10.06 (2) (Ryimariesheld under this section, and the provisions for spring pri-
If the special election is for a city, village, or town office, thenaries under s. 8.10 are applicable to all nonpartisan primaries
municipal clerk shall publish one type A notice as provided undagld under this section. In a special partisan primary or election,
s. 10.06 (3) (f). the order of the parties on the ballot shall be the same as provided
(c) The order and notice shall specify the office to be filled, tgder s. 5.62 (1) or 5.64 (1) (b). Independent candidates for state

expirationdate of the remaining term of office, the date of the eleflfice at aspecial partisan election shall not appear on the primary
miallot. Noprimary is required for a nonpartisan election in which

tion, the earliest date for circulating and deadline for filing nom?- ) '
nation papers, the area involved in the election, the name of fio more than 2 candidates for an office appear on the ballot or for
artisan election in which not more than one candidate for an

incumbent before the vacancy occurred and a description of hd h llot of h ) litical
the vacancy occurred, or for an election held under sub. (4) (), 3EF€ @ppears on the ballot of each recognized political party. In
name of the incumbent and a description of how and when &Y special election except a special election for nonpartisan

vacancy ixpected to occur. Except as otherwise provided in ttite office where no candidate is certified to appear on the ballot,
paragraph, the notice shall include the information specified irfsSPace for write-in votes shall be provided on the ballot, regard-
10.01 (2) (a). ess of whether a special primary is held.

(c) Notwithstanding ss. 5.37 (4), 5.91 (6) and 6.80 (2) (f),

(d) When the election concerns a national or state office, th ; . X A -
board shall transmit to each county clerk at least 22 days befwféenever a special partisan primary is held concurrently with the

the special primary a certified list of all persons for whom nominBresidential preference primary, an elector may choose the party

tion papers have been filed in its office. If no primary is requireEIO'umn orballot in which the elector will cast his or her vote sepa-

the list shall be transmitted at least 42 days prior to the day of Eﬁ&elyfo_r each of the 2 primaries. Whenever 2 or more special par-
election. Imnediately upon receipt of the certified list, the countSa" Primaries or one or more special partisan primaries and a
clerk shall prepare his or her ballots. For a county special electi ptemper primary are held concurrently, the prqcedure pre-
the county clerk shall certify the candidates and prepare the @éﬂr—'bed In ss. 5'3,7 (4), 5.91 (6) aqd 6j80 @ ® appl!es. o
lots. If there is a primary, the county clerk shall publish one type (d) The requirements for nominations and special primaries
B notice in a newspaper under ch. 10. When a primary is heldugger this section apply to the filling of any office for which a
soon agpossible after the primary, the county clerk shall certify tfBUnicipal caucus is regularly used to nominate candidates.
candidates and prepare the ballots for the following special elec{e) In a special election for a state or national office, the county
tion. The clerk shall publish one type B notice in a newspapgerk or board of election commissioners shall transmit the state-
under ch. 10 for the election. ment of the county board of canvassers to the government

(2) DATE OF SPECIALELECTION. () The date for the Speciallaccountability board no Iate_r than 7_days after the special primary
y g 13 days after the special election.

election shall be not less than 62 nor more than 77 days from 3h
date ofthe order except when the special election is held on the day(4) REGULATIONSON SPECIALELECTIONS. (b) A vacancy in the

of the general election or spring election. If a special electiondfiice of U.S. senator or representative in congress occurring prior
held concurrently with the spring or general election, the spediaithe 2nd Tuesday in May in the year of the general election shall
electionmay be ordered not earlier than 92 days prior to the spripg filled at a special primary and election. A vacancy in tffiaeof

primary or September primary, respectively, and not later than@gcurring between the 2nd Tuesday in May and the 2nd Tuesday
days prior to that primary. in July in the year of the general election shall be filled at the Sep-

(b) If a primary is required, the primary shall be on the day@mber primary and general election.
weeks before the day of the special election except when the spelC) A vacancy in the office of secretary of state, state treasurer,
cial election is held on the same day as the general election the gi@mney general or state superintendent, occurring more than 6
cial primary shall be held on the same day as the Septemberl’[mnths_» before_the expiration of the current term, may be filled at
mary or if the special election is held concurrently with the sprirggspecial election.
election, the primary shall be held concurrently with the spring (d) Any vacancy in the office of state senator or representative
primary,and except when the special election is held on the Tuésthe assembly occurring before the 2nd Tuesday in May in the
day after the first Monday in November of an odd-numbered yegear inwhich a regular election is held to fill that seat shall be filled
the primary shall be held on the 2nd Tuesday of September in tatpromptly as possible by special election. However, any
year. vacancy in the office of state senator or representative to the
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assembly occurring after the close of the last regular floorperisgringelection, and except that the governing body of a city or vil-
of the legislature held during his or her term shall be filled onlyléige or, if the judge is elected under s. 755.01 (4), the governing
a special session or extraordinary floorperiod of the legislaturebisdies of the participating cities or villages may, if the vacancy
called or a veto review period is scheduled during the remaindecurs before June 1 in the year preceding expiration of the term
of the term. The special election to fill the vacancy shall twé office, order a special election to be held on the Tuesday after
ordered, ifpossible, so the new member may participate in the spiee first Monday in November following the date of the order. A
cial session or floorperiod. person s@lected shall serve for the residue of the unexpired term.

(e) Whenever a member of the legislature is elected to anothe(g) If through neglect or failure, an elected officer who should
office after the commencement of his or her term, and the termhalve been chosen at the spring or general election is not chosen
the new office or the period during which the legislator is eligibt that election, a special election may be held to fill the vacancy;
to assume that office commences prior to the end of the legislatbits no special election may be held for any school or county offi-
original term of office, the governor may call a special election &er after the time when thefiokr’s term would have commenced
fill the seat of the member in anticipation of a vacancy, updrad such person been elected at the proper spring or general elec-
receipt of a written resignation from that member which is effetion, except as authorized under this section, and no election may
tive on a date not later than the date of the proposed special ebecheld to fill a vacancy in the office of justice or judge except as
tion. authorized in par. (f).

(f) 1. Except as provided in subds. 2. and 3., a vacancy in thgh) Whenever the right to office of any person who is elected
office of justice, court of appeals judge or circuit judge occurring the legislature or the U.S. senate or house of representatives
in any year after the date of the spring election and on or befeeises before the commencement of the term of office to which
December 1 shall be filled, if in the office of circuit judge, at thee or she is elected, a special election shall be held to fill the
succeeding spring election; if in the office of court of appealgcancy.
judge, at the first succeeding spring election when no other courtj) \when the governor so directs, a special election shall be

of appeals judge is to be elected from the same court of appel tofill any vacancy not provided for in this section. This para-
district; or, if inthe office of justice, at the first succeeding Sp“n%raph does not apply to judicial offices.
election when no other justice is to be elected. A vacancy in the
office of justice, court of appeals judge or circuit judge occurring (3) CAMPAIGN FINANCE LAws. All laws and rules promulgated
after December 1 and on or before the date of the succeed?ﬁ erch. 11governing campaign finance and reporting, including
springelection shall be filled, if in the office of circuit judge, at thé!!l deadlines for filing reports and statements, are applicable to
2nd succeeding spring election; if in the office of court of appe&iBECial elections, except as otherwise specifically provided.
judge, a the frt Spring electior, beginning vita 2nd Succeed- o 559, 1971 6% 40,1975 ¢ 394 s 22 57,1075 336, do7s ¢ o0, 199,
ing spring election, when no other court of appeals judge is tod@s4; 1985 a. 304; 1987 a. 391; 1989 a. 31, 359; 1993 a. 184; 1995 a. 16 s. 2; 1999
elected from the same court of appeals district; or, if in the offiégl82; 2005 a. 248; 2007 a. 1. ]
of justice, at the first spring election, beginning with the 2nd Cross Reference:See also ss. GAB 2.09, 2.11, and 6.04, Wis. adm. code.
succeeding spring election, when no other justice is to be elec
2. If a vacancy in the office of justice, court of appeals jud
or circuit judge occurs after December 1 and on or before the
of the succeeding spring election as the result of the resignation,
of the incumbent, if an election for that seat is scheduled to be held

?gs Special referenda. (1) Whenever a special referen-

m is called, the clerk of the jurisdiction which calls the special
rendunshall publish a type A notice of the special referendum
he 4th Tuesday preceding the special referendum.

at the succeeding spring election and if the incumbentia can- ~ (2) The clerk of the jurisdiction which calls a special referen-
didate to succeed himself or herself, the vacancy shall be filledsm shall publish type B and C notices of the special referendum
the regularly scheduled election. on the day preceding the special referendum.

3. If avacancy in the office of justice, court of appeals judge (3) Whenever a special county referendum is called, the
or circuit judge occurs after the date of the spring election for thmtinicipal clerk of each municipality which is wholly or partly
seat and before the succeeding August 1 as the result of the regigtained within the county shall publish type D and E notices of
nation of the incumbent and the incumbent is not elected tte special referendum at the times specified in s. 10.06 (3).
succeed himself or herself, the vacancy shall be filled by the ind¢thenever apecial municipal referendum is called, the municipal
vidual who was elected at the regularly scheduled election. If derk ofthat municipality shall publish type D and E notices of the
individual is elected at the regularly scheduled election or if tispecial referendum at the times specified in s. 10.06 (3). When-
individual who is elected dies or declines to serve, the vacareyer a special referendum is called by a special purpose district,
shall be filled under subd. 1. the clerk of the jurisdiction which calls a special referendum shall

4. All vacancies filled under subds. 1. and 2. are for a full tefpaiblish type D and E notices of the referendum at the times speci-
commencing on August 1 succeeding the spelegtion at which fied in's. 10.06 (4). If an election for national, state, county or
they are filled. municipal office or a state, county or municipal referendum is

(fm) A permanent vacancy in the office of municipal judggalled in a municipality on the same day that a special referendum
may be filled by temporary appointment of the municipal goverff called by a special purpose district in the same municipality, the
ing body, or, if the judge is elected under s. 755.01 (4), jointly ByPe D and E notices shall be published only by the municipal
the governing bodies of all municipalities served by the judg€€rk.

The office shall then be permanently filled by special election, (4) Whenever the clerks of more than one jurisdiction are
which shall be held concurrently with the next spring election falequired under this section to publish the same notice on the same

lowing the occurrence of the vacancy, except that a vacamfay, they may publish one notice only and share the cost under s.
occurringduring the period after December 1 and on or before the.07 (1).
date of the spring election shall be filled at the 2nd succeedingistory: 1987 a. 391.
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