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CHAPTER 7
ELECTION OFFICIALS ; BOARDS; SELECTION AND DUTIES ; CANVASSING

SUBCHAPTER | 7.33 Service as an election official.
SELECTION AND DUTIES 7.36 Chief inspector’s duties.
7.03 Compensation of election officials and trainees. 7.37 Inspectors’ duties.
7.08 Government accountability board. 7.38 Vacancies after nomination.
7.10 County clerks. 7.40 Sample ballots.
7.11 Menominee county; town elections. 741 Public’s right to access.
7.15 Municipal clerks. SUBCHAPTER I
7.20 Board of election commissioners. CANVASS OF RETURNS AND CERTIFICATION
7.21 Election commissioners, duties and regulations. 7.50 Elector intent.
7.22 Municipal board of election commissioners. 7.51 Local board of canvassers.
7.23 Destruction of election materials. 7.52 Canvassing of absentee ballots.
7.24 Title to election materials. 7.53 Municipal canvass.
7.25 Voting machine officials’ duties. 7.54 Contested elections.
7.30 Appointment of election officials. 7.60 County canvass.
7.31 Training and certification of chief inspectors. 7.70 State canvass.
7.315 Training of other election officials. 7.75 Presidential electors meeting.
7.32 Change of election official numbers. 7.80 Notice of election.

- NOTE: 2005 Wis. Act 451, which made major revisions to the election laws, (d) Except as otherwise provided in par. (a)’ special registra—
|nhclud|ng to Chapter 7, contains an extensive prefatory note explaining the tion deputies appointed under s. 6.55 (6) special voting deputies
changes. ; L ! ;
Crf,‘ss_,efe,ence: See definitions in s. 5.02. appointed under $.875 (4) and officials and trainees who attend
training sessions under s. 7.15 (1) (e) or 7.25 (5) may also be com-

pensated by the municipality where they serve at the option of the
SUBCHAPTER | municipality.

(2) The amount of compensation of election officials, when
authorized or required, shall be fixed by the appropriate county
board of supervisors, municipal governing body, or municipal

7.03 Compensation of election officials and trainees. board of election commissioners in cities over 500,000 popula-
(1) (a) Except as authorized under this paragraph, a reasonggle

A ) . : '%elY. The board shall fix the amount to be paid any person
daily compensation shall be paid to each inspector, VOligghpioyed to perform duties for the state. If the board employs an
machine custodian, automatic tabulating equipment technicigiyividual to perform duties which are the responsibility of a
member of a board of canvassers, messenger, and tabulator ty or municipality, the board shall charge the expense to the
is employed and performing duties under chs. 5 to 12. Daily CORunty or municipality.
pensation shall also be provided to inspectors and inspector traifize . 1673 ¢, 334 5. 57 1977 c. 394, 427; 1979 c. 89, 260, 311, 355; 1983 a.
ees for attendance at training programs conducted by the bogul1985 a. 304; 1987 a. 111, 391; 1993 a. 399; 2001 a. 16, 109; 2003 a. 143; 2005
and municipal clerks under ss. 7.31 and 7.315. Alternatively, s@eh51.
election oficials and trainees may be paid by the hour at a propor- . " .
tionate rate for each hour actually worked. Any election officig}08 Government accountability board. ~ In additiontoits
or trainee may choose to volunteer his or her services by filifgtiés for ballot arrangement under ch. 5 and date and notice
with the municipal clerk of the municipality in which he or sh&€quirements under ch. 10, the board shall:
serves a written declination to accept compensation. The volun{1) ELECTIONFORMSVOTING APPARATUS. (@) Prescribe all offi-
teerstatus of the election official or trainee remains effective ungial ballot forms necessary under chs. 5 to 12 and revise the offi-
the official or trainee files a written revocation with the municipalial ballot forms to harmonize with legislation and the current offi-
clerk. cial status of the political parties whenever necessary. The board

(b) Except as provided in par. (bm), any compensation owdlpll provide one copy of each ballot form without charge to each
shall be paid by the municipality in which the election is hel@ounty and municipal clerk and board of election commissioners.
except that any compensation payable to a technician, messe  board shall distribute or arrange for distribution of additional
tabulator, or member of the board of canvassers who is emplo¢e@ies- The prescribed forms shall be substantially followed in all
to perform services for the county shall be paid by the county #Hgctions under chs. 5 to 12.
compensation payable to any messenger or tabulator who i€b) Prescribe the necessary standard sample forms and ballot
employed to perform services for the state shall be paid by thentainers tanake the canvass, returns, statements and tally sheet
board. statements for all elections the results of which are reportable to

(bm) Whenever a special election is called by a county or gye board under s. 7.60 (4) (a), and all other materials as it deems
a school district, a technical college district, a sewerage distri@@cessary to conduct the elections. The sample forms shall con-
a sanitary district, or a public inland lake protection and rehabilif@n the necessary certificates of the inspectors and canvassers
tion district, the county or district shall pay the compensation ¥fth notes explaining their use and statutory basis.
election officials performing duties in those municipalities, as (c) Prescribe forms required by ss. 6.24 (3) and (4), 6.30 (4),
determined under sub. (2). 6.33 (1), 6.40 (1) (a), 6.47 (1) (am) 2. and (3), 6.55 (2), and 6.86

(c) If a central counting location serving more than one munic) 10 (3). All such forms shall contain a statement of the penalty
ipality is utilized under s. 7.51 (1), the cost of compensation @pplicable to false or fraudulent registration or voting through use
election officials at the location shall be proportionately divide®f the form. Forms are not required to be furnished by the board.

SELECTION AND DUTIES

between the municipalities utilizing the location, exdbat if all (d) Promulgate rules for the administration of the statutory
municipalities within a county utilize the location, the compensaequirements for voting machines and electronic voting systems
tion shall be paid by the county. and any other voting apparatus which may be introduced in this
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statefor use at elections. Pursuant to such responsibility, the board5) DisTRICT maPs. Distribute, upon request and free of
may obtain assistance from competent persons to check tharge, to any candidate for representative in Congress, state sen-
machines, systems and apparatus and approve for use those Bfpesor representative to the assembly a copy of the map or maps
meeting the statutory requirements and shall establish reasonadteived under s. 16.96 (3) (b) showing district boundaries.
compensatiotior persons performing duties under this paragraph. (6) ENFORCEMENT OF FEDERAL VOTING SYSTEM STANDARDS.

(2) CerTIFIEDLISTS. () As soon as possible after the closingollowing each general election, audit the performance of each
date for filing nomination papers or after the canvass of the priting system used in this state to determine the error rate of the
mary vote, but no later than the deadlines established in s. 109968fem in counting ballots that are validly cast by electors. If the
transmit toeach county clerk a certified list of all candidates on filerrorrate exceeds the rate permitted under standards of the federal
in its office for which electors in that county may vote. The listlection commission infefct on October 29, 2002, the board shall
shall designate the order of arrangement and contain each catadie remedial action and order remedial action to be taken by
date’sfirst name, middle initial or initials and last name, unless tlafected counties and municipalities to ensure compliance with
candidate ohis or her nomination papers or declaration of candihe standards. Each county and municipality shall comply with
dacy specifies that the middle initial be deleted, that a full middiay order received under this subsection.
name offormer legal surname be substituted for the middle initial, (8) ELECTORSVOTING WITHOUT PROOFOF RESIDENCEOR PUR-
that an initial be substituted for the candidate’s first name or tRaianT To COURT ORDER. Prescribe a written notice to be distrib-

a nickname be substituted for a first or middle name or for a figgkd toelectors who vote under s. 6.96 or 6.97 that informs an elec-
initial or middle initial or initials, but no other abbreviations ofor how to obtain information regarding whether his or her vote
titles are permitted. The list shall also include each candidate#s been counted, and if the vote will not be counted, the reason
residenceand post—dfce address; the office for which the personhat the vote will not be counted.

is a candidate; and, the party or principle the candidate represent3g) | |srsorF ouT-oF-STATELICENSE HOLDERS. Withhold from

if any, in 5 words or less. Names of candidates nominated ungigfhection ocopying under s. 19.35 (1) the lists of license holders

s. 7.38 or 8.35 shall be certified by the board upon filing of the negrejved from municipal clerks under s. 7.15 (1) (L).
essary papers with it. At any time prior to an election, the board

may transmit an amended certification if a candidate dies or j (10) DOMESTICABUSE AND SEXUAL ASSAULT SERVICEPROVID:
y 13 . eRs. Provide to each municipal clerk, on a continuous basis, the
determined not to qualify for ballot placement.

names and addresses of organizations that are certified under s.

(b) The certified list of candidates for president and vice pregig 165(4) or 165.93 (4) to provide services to victims of domestic
dent nominated at a national convention by a party entitled t@iguse or sexual assault.

September primary ballot or for whom electors have been nomi- 11) COORDINATION WITH AND ASSISTANCE TO LOCAL OFFF
nated under s. 8.20 shall be sent as soon as possible after the cl

ina date for fil inati but no later than the d a&’/?L 5. Allocate and assign sufficient members of its staff to coor-
Ing date Tor 1iing nomination papers, but no later than the deafiy ate their activities with local election officials and maintain
lines established in s. 10.06.

) . their availability to respond to inquiries from local election offi-
(c) As soon as possible after the canvass of the spring and $@1s for each statewide election and each recount in progress.

tember primary votes, but no lateen the first Tuesday in March  yisiory: 1971 ¢. 242; 1973 ¢. 334 5. 6, 57; 1975 c. 85, 93, 94, 199; 1977 c. 29,

and the 4th Tuesday in September, transmit to the state treasioeRo4, 427; 1979 c. 89, 177, 260, 311; 1981 c. 377; 1983 a. 51, 484; 1985 a. 120,

. - 16, 38, 107, 109; 2003 a. 265; 2005 a. 177, 278, 451; 2007 a. 1, 20, 96; 2009 a. 28.
filed applications under s. 11.50 (2) and whom the board deter- é a é a

mines to besligible to receive payments from the Wisconsin ele¢ 19 county clerks. (1) ELECTION SUPPLIESAND BALLOTS.
tion campaign fund. The list shall contain each candidate’s namg, gach county clerk shall provide ballots for every election in
the mailing address indicated upon the candidate’s registratifd county for all national, state and county offices, including met-
form, the office for which the individual is a candidate and thgpolitan sewerage commission elections under s. 200.09 (11)
party or principle which he or she represents, if any. (am),for municipal judges elected under s. 755.01 (4) and for state
(cm) Assoon as possible after the canvass of a special primaiiyd county referenda. The official and sample ballots shall be pre-
or the date that the primary would be held, if required, transmitgared in substantially the same form as those prescribed by the
the state treasurer a certified list of all eligible candidates for statsard under s. 7.08 (1) (a).
office who have filed applications under s. 11.50 (2) and whom the (5) The county clerk shall supply sufficient election supplies
board determines to be eligible to receive a grant from 5ediV-  for national, state and county elections to municipalities within the
sin election campaign fund prior to the election. The board shgdnty. The election supplies shall be enclosed in the sealed pack-

also transmit a similar list of candidates, if any, who have fileghe containing the official ballots and delivered to the municipal
applicationsunder s. 11.50 (2) and whom the board determinesdg k.
be eligible to receive a grant under s. 11.50 (1) (a) 2. after the spe(-

; - . . . . ¢) With county board approval any county clerk may purchase
cial election. The list shall contain each candidate's name, e, i the official forms of nomination papers for distribution to
mailing address indicated upon the candidate’s registration forg')1

the office for which the individual is a candidate and the party or’y person at cost or free. .
principle which he or she represents, if any. (d) The county clerk may receive and store any unused ballots

(3) ELecTionmanuAL. Prepare and publish separate from t after an election upon request of any municipal clerk of a munici-

/ ) . . ality within the county, and may destroy such ballots pursuant to
election laws an election manual written so as to be easily un =53 (1) (am)

stood by the general public explaining the duties of the electioh h lerk shall
officials, together with notes and references to the statutes as th&?) PREPARINGBALLOTS. The county clerk shall prepare copy
board considers advisable. The election manual shall: for the oficial ballots immediately upon receipt of the certified list
. ) ' of candidates’ names from the board. Names certified by the
(a) Be compiled by the board.

X ) o board shall be arranged in the order certified. The county clerk
~(b) Emphasize the fact that election officials should help, ngall placehe names of all candidates filed in the clerk’s office or
hinder, electors in exercising their voting rights. certified to the clerk by the board on the proper ballot or ballots

(c) Be subject to periodic review and revision when necessagder the appropriate office and party fitles.

(4) ELecTionLAws. Publish the election laws. The board shall (3) Tive scHEDULE. (&) The county clerk shall distribute the
sell or distribute or arrange for the sale or distribution of copieslmillots to the municipal clerks no later than 31 days before each
the election laws to county and municipal clerks and boards $#ptember primary and general election and no later than 22 days
election commissioners and members of the public. before each other primary and election. Election forms prepared
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by the board shall be distributed at the same time. If the boatdeach election for national office, no later than the 90th day
transmits an amended certification under s. 7.08 (2) (a) or if thefore the election, or as soon as possible after the offices to be
board or a court orders a ballot error to be corrected under s. £66tested ahe election are known, whichever is later, and distrib-
(6) or 5.72 (3) after ballots have been distributed, the county clerte the ballots to each military or overseas elector after ballots are
shalldistribute corrected ballots to the municipal clerks as soonasilable or within one day after a request is received, whichever
possible. is later, but beginning on the day that official absentee ballots
(b) The county clerk shall distribute an adequate supply of s@@come available, the clerk shall not mail write—in absentee bal-
arately wrapped official ballots to each municipal clerk so tHets and shall substitute official absentee ballots for any write—in
municipal clerk may supply ballots to absent elector applicangéhsentee ballots requested.
The remaining ballots shall be sent in separately sealed packagegl) Prepare the necessary notices and publications in connec-
clearly designating the ward for which each is intended and tfien with the conduct of elections or registrations.
approximate number of ballots of each kind enclosed. (e) Train election officials in their duties, calling them together
(4) ResoLvING NoTICE DOUBTsS. When in doubt as to com- whenever advisable, advise them of changes in laws, rules and
pliance with the statutory requirements for election notices or thercedures affecting the performancéhafir duties, and adminis-
correct fees to be paid for them, the county clerk may consult tae examinations as authorized under s. 7.30 (2) (c). The training
board. shall conform with the requirements prescribed in rules promul-
(6) MuNICIPAL JUDGE; CERTIFIED LIST. If candidates for the gated by théoard under ss. 7.31 and 7.315. The clerk shall assure
office of a municipal judge who is elected under s. 755.01 (4) fileat officials who serve at polling places where an electronic vot-
nominationpapers in the fite ofthe county clerk and any munic-ing system is used are familiar with the system and competent to
ipality served by the judge prepares its own ballots for votingstructelectors in its proper use. The clerk shall inspect systemat-
machines or an electronic voting system, the county clerk shallly and thoroughly the conduct of elections in the municipality
certify tothe municipal clerk of that municipality the names of theo that elections are honestly, efficiently and uniformly con-
candidates for judge as soon as possible after the last day for fitlugted.
nomination papers and after certification by the county board of (fy Discharge election officials for improper conduct or willful
canvassers of the results of any primary election. neglect of duties.
~ (7) VoterebucaTion. Each county clerk shall assist the board (g) Report suspected election frauds, irregularities or viola-
in conducting educational programs under s. 5.05 (12) to infok®ns of which the clerk has knowledge to the district attorney for
electors about the voting process. the county where the suspected activity occurs and to the board.
(8) FREE ELECTION INFORMATION EXCHANGE. Each county () Review, examine and certify the sufficiency and validity
cI(Ielrkf sha;ll Ias:;lst thle boarddan(tjhmufnlmpal clerks |ntma|nta|r(1jlgg etitions and nomination papers.
toll—free telephone lines and other free access systems under %) Direct how and when to destroy the contents of the blank
5.05 (13) for exchange of voting information. ballot boxes and unused election materials.

(9) TRAINING OF ELECTION OFFICIALS. Each county clerk shall Q) S :

: . L : o end an absentee ballot automatically to each person mak-
;(5173)S|st the board in the training of election officials under s. 59% an authorized request therefor in accordance with s. 6.22 (4)

(10) | Each county clerk shall provide °" 8-86 (2) or (2m).

(10) InFoRMATION TOBOARD. Each county clerk shall provide (k) Reassign inspectors appointed to serve at one polling place

to the board any information requested under s. 5.05 (14). another polling place within the municipality whenever neces-
History: 1971 c. 304 s. 29 (2); 1973 c. 280; 1973 c. 334 5. 57; 1977 c. 394 5. 1 pofling p pality

1977 c. 427, 1979 c. 221, 260, 311, 355; 1981 c. 377: 1983 a. 484; 1985 a. 89, S44Y toassure adequate staffing at all polling places. No such reas-
1991 a. 316; 1999 a. 150's. 672; 1999 a. 182; 2001 a. 107; 2003 a. 265; 2005 asighment may have the effect of eliminating representation at a

. . lecti he clerk shall polling place by one of the political parties entitled to nominate
7.11 Menominee county; town elections.  The clerk sha {nspectors under s. 7.30 (2) (a).

prepare a ballot distinguishing between supervisors electe . )
large and by ward in any county having only one town with a p%t L) Compile and, no later than 7 days after each general elec
n, transmit to the board the lists of electors registering to vote
of the county board members elected by wards.
History: 1971 ¢. 304 s. 29 (2); 1973 ¢. 334 underss. 6.29 (2) (a), 6.55 (2) (b) and (c) 1. and 6.86 (3) (a) 2. who
’ ’ ’ ' T presented valid drivers’ licenses issued by other states. The clerk
7.15 Municipal clerks. (1) Supervist ReGisTRATION anp  Shall withhold access to the lists from inspection or copying under
ELECTIONS. Each municipal clerk has charge and supervision &f 19.35 (1).
electionsand registration in the municipality. The clerk shall per- (1m) ATTEND TRAINING. Each municipal clerk shall, at least
form the following duties and any others which may be necessance every 2 years, attend a training program sponsored by the

to properly conduct elections or registration: board under ss. 7.31 and 7.315.

(a) Equip polling places. (2) MUNICIPAL ELECTION DUTIES. (@) In municipal elections,

(b) Provide for the purchase and maintenance of electith® municipal clerks shall perform the duties prescribed for county
equipment. clerks by s. 7.10.

(c) Prepare ballots for municipal elections, and distribute bal- (b) Cities over 500,000 population may prepare their own offi-
lots and provide other supplies for conducting all elections. Thigl and sample ballots. Official ballots not utilized as absentee
municipal clerk shall deliver the ballots to the polling placegallots shall be printed so they are ready at least 2 days before the
before the polls open. election.

(cm) Prepare official absentee ballots for delivery to electors (c) With the consent of the county clerk, municipalities may
requestinghem, and send an official absentee ballot to each el@tepare their own ballots whenever voting machines or electronic
tor who has requested one no later than the 30th day before e@iing systems are used in elections where candidates for both
September primary and genegédction and no later than the 21stocal ofices and national, state or county offices appear on the bal-
day before each other primary and election if the request is méafe This paragraph does not apply to cities under par. (b).
before that day; otherwise, the municipal clerk shall send an offi- (d) Whenever the governing body of any municipality submits
cial absentee ballot within one day of the time the elector’s requgsly question to a vote of the electors or whenever a proper recall
is received. petition and certificate are filed under s. 9.10, the municipal clerk

(cs) Prepare write—in absentee ballots for delivery to militashall issue a call for the election and prepare and distribute ballots
electors under s. 6.25 (2) at each election, and prepare writeasrequired in the authorization of submission or as provided in s.
absentee ballots for delivery to overseas electors under s. 6.2®(3). The date of the referendum shall be fixed by the municipal
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clerk or board of election commissioners unless otherwise pro-(12) FREE VOTE COUNTING INFORMATION. Each municipal

vided bylaw or unless the governing body fixes a date. The ballderk shall maintain a free access information system under which

for any referendum shall conform to s. 5.64 (2). If there is alreaay elector who votes under s. 6.96 or 6.97 may ascertain current

an official municipal referendum ballot for the election, the quesformation concerning whether the elector’s vote has been

tion may appear on the same ballot. counted, and if the vote will not be counted, the reason that it will
(2m) OPERATION OF ALTERNATE ABSENTEE BALLOT SITE. Ina hot be counted.

municipality in which the governing body has elected to establish (13) INFORMATION TO BOARD. Each municipal clerk shall pro-

an alternate absentee ballot site under s. 6.855, the municipal clédlk to the board any information requested under s. 5.05 (14).

shalloperate such site as though it were his or her office for absen{14) voting ACCOMMODATIONS FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DIs-

tee ballot purposes and shall ensure that such site is adequaiglyries. Each municipal clerk shall make reasonable efforts to

staffed. comply with requests for voting accommodations made by indi-
(3) BALLOT suppLY; SAMPLE BALLOTS. (a) Where voting viduals with disabilities whenever feasible.

machines are used or where electronic voting systems afgistory: 1971 c. 304 s. 29 (2); 1973 c. 334 s. 57; 1975 c. 85 ss. 50, 65; 1975 C.

employed, the municipal clerk shall provide at least 2 duplicedeb, 422; 1977 c. 283; 1977 c. 394 s. 54; 1977 c. 427, 447, 1979 c. 260, 311; 1981

sample ballots for each ward in diagram form showing the bopdo%: 1983 . 484; 1985 a. 304; 1987 a. 391; 1989 a. 192; 1991 a. 316; 1999 a. 182;

I X X 1 a. 16; 2003 a. 265; 2005 a. 451; 2007 a. 1.
or screen inside each voting machine or the front of each ballot as

it will appear in the voting machines or booths on election day7 20 Board of election commissioners. (1) A municipal

(b) Sample ballots and voting machine ballots shall be fuseard of election commissioners and a county board of election
nished to the officials in the ward or election district at least owemmissioners shall be established in every city and county over
day before each election. 500,000 population.

(4) RecorbINGELECTORS. Within 30 days after each election, (2) Each board of election commissioners shall consist of 3
the municipal clerk shall enter on the registration list under theemberseach member being chosen from lists of at least 3 names
name ofeach elector of the municipality who has voted at the elegach, selected and approved by the county committee of the 2
tion an indication of the date of the election in which the electpolitical parties receiving the most votes for governor in the
voted. county in the case of the county board of election commissioners,

(5) RECORDOFBALLOTS RECEIVED. Each municipal clerk shall and receiving the most votes for governor in the city in the case
keep aecord of when and in what condition the packages contafi-the city board of election commissioners, in the last general
ing the ballots were received from the county clerk. The munigilection. The county executive, for the county board of election
pal clerk shall deliver to the proper officials the unopened padgktemmissionersshall select from the list 2 persons from the major-
ages of ballots the day before the election. ity party and one person from the next highest party in the county.

(6) SUBSTITUTE BALLOTS. (2) The municipal clerk shall pro- The mayor, for the city board of election commissioners, shall
vide substitute paper ballots in substantially the form of the origélect from the list 2 persons from the majority party and one per-
nal ballots whenever the necessary original ballots are not def@n from the next highest party in the city.
ered to the municipality, are destroyed, are lost or stolen after(3) The persons chosen shall be qualified electors and resi-
delivery, are not ready for distribution or the supply is exhaustddnts of the state and county and, for the city board of election
during polling hours. The municipal clerk may also provide subemmissioners, of the city.
stitute paper ballots, together with ballot boxes and voting booths,(4) Before beginning their duties as election commissioners
whenever a voting machine or electronic voting system is resiach appointee shall take and file the official oath.
dered inoperable by a malfunction which occurs within 24 hours (5) Eachioard of election commissioners shall choose its own
of the time set for opening of the polls. Paper ballots may be irperson. An act of a majority of the board is an act of the
only in accordance with the procedures prescribed in ss. 6.80{g}q.
and 7.37 (4). - . _(B) The election commissioners shall not hold any other pub-

(b) Upon receiving the substitute paper ballots accompanigdyfice and are ineligible for any appointive or elective public
by a statement made under oath by the municipal clerk that the

) ce, except the office of notary public, during their term.
lots have been prepared and furnished by the clerk to replace t ?7) The term of office shall be 4 vears. and until SuCCEsSors
original ballots which are not available, or to substitute for a vqt- Y '

ing machine or electronic voting system which has been rende e been commissioned and qualified, beginning on July 1 each

inoperable by a malfunction which occurred within 72 hours gfa"_following a presidential election. — Successors shall be

the time set for opening of the polls, the election officials shall u@BPO'm_ed the same way. . _
the substitute ballots in the same manner as if they had been oridfisto"y: 1973 ¢. 334;1975¢. 1241983 a. 484 5. 172 (1); 1993 a. 184.

nal ballots. . 7.21 Election commissioners, duties and regulations.

(7) REQUESTCANVASS ASSISTANCE. The municipal clerk may (1) Al powers and duties assigned to the municipal or county
request all election officials to assist the inspectors in canvassiigrk or the municipal or county board of canvassers under chs. 5
the votes received at the respective polling places. to 12 shall be carried out by the municipal or county board of elec-

(8) ResoLviNG NoTicE DousTs. When in doubt as to com- tion commissioners or its executive director, unless specifically
pliance with the statutory requirements for election notices or th&tained or assigned in this section or s. 7.22.
correct fees to be paid for them, the municipal clerk may consult(z) The county board of election commissioners may hire an
the board. executive director who shall perform whatever duties the board

(9) VoterEebucaTioN. Each municipal clerk shall assist theassigns tdim or her. The county board shall determine the salary
board in conducting educational programs under s. 5.05 (12)ofothat executive director. Appointment and removal of that
inform electors about the voting process. executive director shall be subject to civil service standards. An

(10) FREEELECTIONINFORMATION EXCHANGE. Each municipal executive director of the city board of election commissioners
clerk shall assist the board in maintaining toll-free telephone lineBall be appointed under s. 62.51.

and any other free access systems under s. 5.05 (13) for exchangg) The board of election commissioners is authorized to

of voting information. employ additional clerical assistants to carry out its necessary
(11) TRAINING OF ELECTION OFFICIALS. Each municipal clerk duties. The assistants’ salaries shall be fixed by the governing
shall train election officials under ss. 7.31 and 7.315. body of the municipality or county.
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(4) The board of election commissioners may procure a s@alerasing the units or compartments, a municipal clerk shall trans-
to authenticate official papers and documents. fer the data contained in the units or compartments to a disk or
(5) The city council and county board shall provide offic@ther recording medium which may be erased or destroyed 22
space in the city hall and county courthouse, respectively, payna@nths after the election to which the data relates.
the necessary expenses, cooperate with the board of election conth) Ballots may be destroyed 30 days after any election.
missioners, provide storage space for the election equipment ang) Official canvasses may be destroyed 10 years after the elec-
supplies and assist with the moving and conducting of the eléien to which they relate.
tions as necessary. 0.0 () Election notices, and proofs of publication and correspon-
History: 1973 c. 334; 1979 c. 89; 1983 a. 36; 1983 a. 484 s, 172 (1), (2); 198%j@nce filed in connection with such notices may be destroyed one
304 ss. 81, 155; 1987 a. 382; 1999 a. 150 s. 672; 1999 a. 182; 2007 a. 1. year after the date of the election to which they relate.

7.22 Municipal board of election commissioners. (k) All other materials and supplies associated with an election
(1) The common council shall determine the salaries of the elegay be destroyed 90 days after the election.
tion commissioners and shall include sufficient funds in its budget (2) If there is a demand for a recount, notice of an election con-
to allow the municipal board of election commissioners to fulfitest orany contest or litigation pending with respect to an election,
its duties. materials may be destroyed and recorders, units or compartments
(2) All expenses shall be paid upon order of the municipeiay be cleared or erased only by order of the judge in whose court
board of election commissioners, signed by the chairperson ditigation is pending or if no litigation is pending, by order of any
executive director and countersigned by the city comptroller. Toiecuit judge for the affected jurisdiction. Upon petition of the
orders,made payable to persons in whose favor issued, shall beatierney general or a district attorney or U.S. attorney for the
vouchers for the city treasurer for the payment of the orders. affected jurisdiction, a circuit judge for the affected jurisdiction
(3) The municipal board of election commissioners shall pr&2ay order that specified materials not be destroyed or that speci-
pare and furnish copies of all registrations, books, maps, instrfigd recorders, units or compartments not be cleared or erased as
tions, and forms pertaining to the rules for registration and cd¥herwise authorized under this subsection until the court so per-
ductingelections for the use and guidance of the electiiziais. Mits. The governor may by order permit the clearing of voting
(4) The municipal board of election commissioners shati- machine recorders on machines needed to conduct a special elec-

pile and publish a biennial report, containing election statistifi@n grior toéhfe time authorized unfder thlis subsection, unless there
and returns of all primaries and elections held within their city afgi2 9émand for recount, notice of an election contest or a contest

county. Copies of the same shall be distributed to persons in sgfitigation pending, or a court of record orders that the recorders

quantities as the municipal board of election commissiondtSt Pe cleared.

deems proper. History: 1973 c. 334; 1975 c. 85, 200; 1977 c¢. 394 s. 53; 1977 c. 427; 1979 c. 260
N ) ) . . . ss.42,94; 1979 c. 311, 328; 1983 a. 484 ss. 60 to 63, 174; 1985 a. 304 ss. 82, 143;

(5) The chief of police shall station a police officer at polling987 a. 391; 2003 a. 265; 2005 a. 451.

placesdesignated by the municipal board of election commission-, . ) . - L
ers for each election. 724 Title to election materials.  The filing of anomination

History: 1973 c. 334; 1977 c. 51: 1983 a. 484 5. 172 (1): 1985 a. 304 s, 155; 1954P€T, ballot application, financial report, affidavit, or other form
a. 184; 2001 a. 107. or statement with the appropriate official or agency responsible
for accepting such materials under chs. 5 to 12 irrevocably trans-
7.23 Destruction of election materials. (1) All materials fersthe legal title to such official or agency, regardless of the suffi-
and supplies associated with an election, except as provideaigncy ofthe filing. The official or agency shall retain all election
sub. (2), may be destroyed according to the following schedul@aterials until destruction or other disposition is authorized under
(a) Except as provided in par. (am), unused materials aftersar.23.
election and the contents of the blank ballot box after a primaristory: 1975 c. 93; 1979 c. 89.

may be destroyed at a time and in a manner designated by7t.|'ée5 Voting machine officials’ duties. (1) The municipal

appropriate clerk. lerk of each municipality in which voting machines are used is

(am) Unused ballots may be discarded or destroyed no ear:]:g\sr ; ;
sample ballots, setting, adjusting, and putting the machine in
) - ; . order touse in voting when delivered to the ward. For the purpose

(b) Voting machine recorders essential for proper operationgifiabeling, setting, adjusting and putting the voting machines in
voting machines may be cleared and reactivated 14 days after giér, one or more competent voting machine custodians may be
primary and 21 days after any other election. employed.

(c) Registration forms of electors whose registrations are (2) Under the direction of the municipal clerk, the custodian
changed to ineligible status under s. 6.50 (7) may be destroyesh4il label or insert, set, adjust, put in order and deliver the
years after the change, unless an elector becomes eligible ag@iBhines with all necessary furniture and appliances to the rooms
during that period. where the election will be held for each ward at least one hour

(d) Except as provided in s. 11.21 (11) (a), financial repottgfore the time set for opening the polls on election day.
may be destroyed 6 years after the date of receipt. Finan_cial_regi ) In preparing a voting machine for an election according to
tration statements may be destroyed 6 years after terminationt@f directions furnished, the custodian shall arrange the machine
registration. and ballot so both will meet all the requirements for voting and

(e) Poll lists created at a nonpartisan primary or election megunting the election in the manner provided for in machine con-
be destroyed 2 years after the primary or election at which thstyuction.
werecreated and poll lists created at a partisan primary or election(4) When a voting machine is properly prepared for an elec-
may be destroyed 4 years after the primary or election at whiggh and delivered to the election ward, it shall be locked and
they were created. sealed against any movement and the governing body or board of

(f) Except as authorized in pars. (b) and (g), ballots, applicglection commissioners shall provide proper protection to prevent
tions for absentee ballots, registration forms, or other records &mchpering with the machines. The custodians preparing the
papers requisite to voting at any federal election, other than regigmchines shall deliver the keys for the machines to the municipal
tration cards, may be destroyed after 22 months. clerk or executive director of the board of election commissioners

(g) Detachable recording units and compartments for use wheigether with a written report of each machine’s condition.
electronic voting machines may be cleared or erased 14 days aftdi5) Before an election each election official serving at a poll-
any primary and 21 days after any other election. Before clearing place where voting machines are used shall be instructed in
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their use antheir duties in connection with them by the municipatlerk ordeputy clerk serves as a registration deputy or is appointed
clerk, who shall call as many meetings to give instructions to tteefill a vacancy under par. (b), the clerk or deputy clerk need not
election officials as are necessary. Officials and trainees mayhgea resident of the municipality, but shall be a resident of the state.
compensated for attendance. Any person who does not und&s-more than 2 individuals holding the office of clerk or deputy
stand the machines shall not be paid nor be allowed to serveclerk may serve without regard to municipal residency in any
(6) (2) Where voting machines are used, the election officiaizunicipality atany election. Special registration deputies who are
for each ward shall meet at their proper polling place at leastdgpointed under s. 6.55 (6) may be appointed to serve more than
minutes before the time set for opening of the polls to arrange tre polling place. All officials appointed under this section shall
voting machines and furniture to properly conduct the electiorbe able to read and write the English language, be capable, and be
(b) 1. Before opening the polls, the election officials shall d good understanding, and may not be a candidate for any office
all of the following: to be voted for at an election at which they serve. In 1st class cities,
a. Compare the ballots on the machines with the sample BBRY may hold no public office other than notary public. Except
lots furnished by the municipal clerk to ensure that the nam@§,authorized under subs. (1) (b) and (4) (c), all inspectors shall be

numbers, and letters on the machine ballots and sample bal@tdiated with one of the 2 recognized political parties which
agree. received the largest number of votes for president, or governor in

b. Examine the seal on each machine to see that the seafl¥gaPresidentiagieneral election years, in the ward or combination
not been broken. of wards served by the polling place at the last election. Excluding

c. Examine the counter on each machine to see that eg)ﬁ]inspectlor who may be appointed under S!Jb' (1) (b), the party
counter registers 000 which received the largest numberotes is entitled to one more

2. If any counter on any machine does not register 000, spectorthan the party receiving the next largest number of votes

e . . . . f .
counter number and the number showing on the counter shalf each polling place. Election officials appointed under this sec

recorded, signed by all the election officials, and a copy shall :(fﬁ may serve the electors of more than one ward where wards are

. . . . combined under s. 5.15 (6) (b). If a municipality is not divided
conspicuouslyosted by the inspectors at the polling place durlnI to wards. the ward reqlgir)er(m)ents in this pffragelaph apply to the
polling hours. unicipality at large.

. . ..m
(c) After the inspection under par. (b), on the forms furnished, (am) Except as otherwise provided in this paragraph, a pupil

the election officials shall certify the condition of each votin . . .
machineand its counters. Each form shall be signed by each elg’@-o is 16 or 17 years of age and who is enrolled in grades 9 to 12

tion official. After the election, one copy of each machine’s cerif? @ Public or private school may serve as an inspector at the poll-
fication shall be delivered with each copy of the election returd@9 Place serving the pupil's residence, with the approval of the

History: 1971 c. 304 s. 29 (2): 1977 c. 427: 1979 ¢. 311: 1985 a. 304: 2001 a. T#PIl'S parent or guardian. Any pupil who has at least a 3.0 grade
2005 a. 149. point average or the equivalent may serve. In addition, a school

board or governing body of a private school may establish criteria
7.30 Appointment of election officials. (1) NumMBER. (a) for service by a pupil who does not have at least a 3.0 grade point
Except as authorized under par. (b), there shall be 7 inspectors{@rage or the equivalent. A pupil may serve as an inspector at a
each polling place at each election. Except as authorized in pafling place under this paragraph only if at least one election offi-
(b), inmunicipalities where voting machines are used, the munigiz| atthe polling place other than the chief inspector is a qualified
pal governing body may reduce the number of inspectors to 5.eRctor of this state. No pupil may serve as chief inspector at a
municipal governing body may provide for the appointment ofjjing place under this paragraph. Before appointment by any
additional inspectors whgnever more than one voting mach.ln. ?nicipality of a pupil as an inspector under this paragraph, the
used or wards are combined under s. 5.15 (6) (b). A m“.”'c'ﬂzmicipalclerk shall obtain written authorization from the pupil's
governing body may provide by ordinance for the selection gk ent or guardian for the pupil to serve for the election for which
alternate officials or the selection of 2 or more sets of officials [, o spe is appointed. In addition, if a pupil does not have at least
nglrkclztrlgIgf[)e()r;frltrjngfseﬁgc(algrfnc%nmdrzi}gsaigr?errr']sat)(/)peesrtrgtl;[litgaeré?nltml% 3.0 grade point average or the equivalent, the municipal clerk
veorking hours for different officials assigned to the same polli shall obtain written certification from the principal of the school
place. Alernate officials shall also be appointed in a number s _hheer((je Lhetﬁ:pélclrs]oeor}rgl(l)(::dthoart tr:)?lgrl:ﬁr': m;zoeés "?Q?/ gg:\?ir(l:z Zsét?n'
ficient to maintain adequate staffing of polling places. Except f T y . 9 g y .

ector. Upon appointment of a pupil to serve as an inspector,

Inspectors who are appointed under par. (b) and officials who € municipal clerk shall notify the principal of the school where

are appointed without regard to party affiliation under sub. (4) (¢), bt h
additional officials shall be appointed in such a manner that thi¢ PUPil is enrolied of the name of the pupil and the date of the
total number of officials is an odd number and the predomingfgction at which the pupil has been appointed to serve.

party under sub. (2) is represented by one more official than the(b) When a vacancy occurs in an office under this section, the
other party. vacancy shall be filled by appointment of the municipal clerk.

(b) Each municipality may appoint one additional inspector ténless the vacancy occurs in the position of an inspector
serve at each polling place without regard to party affiliation wrePpointed under sub. (1) (b), the vacancy shall be filled from the
shall serve as a greeter to answer questions and to direct ele¢fifining names on the lists submitted under sub. (4) or from
to the proper locations for registration and voting and who shaflditionalnames submitted by the chairperson of the county party
be available to substitute for other election officials who mueemmittee of the appropriate party under sub. (4) whenever
leave the room during the voting process. names are submitted under sub. (4) (d). If the vacancy is due to

(2) QUALIFICATIONS AND PROCEDURE. (a) Only election offi- candidacy, sickness or any other temporary cause, the appoint-
cialsappointed under this section or s. 6.875 may conduct an el@ent shall be a temporary appointment and effective only for the
tion. Except as otherwise provided in this paragraph and in kgction at which the temporary vacancy occurs. The same quali-
7.15(1) (k) and 7.52 (1) (b), each election official shall be a quafications that applied to original appointees shall be required of
fied elector of the ward or wards, or the election district, for whidpersons who fill vacancies except that a vacancy may be filled in
the polling place is established. A special registration deputy we@ses oémergency or because of time limitations by a person who
is appointed under s. 6.55 (6) or an election official who iesides in another aldermanic district or ward within the munici-
appointed under this section to fill a vacancy under par. (b) ngzality, and if a municipal clerk or deputy clerk fills the vacancy,
not be a resident of the ward or wards, or the election district, e clerk or deputy, but not more than a total of 2 individuals in any
shall be a resident of the municipality, except that if a municipaunicipality, may serve without regard to the clerk’s or deputy’s
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municipality of residence, if the clerk or deputy meets the other b. In cities or villages located in counties having a population
qualifications. of more than 500,000, other than cities where there is a board of
(c) The governing body of any municipality may require atlection commissioners, the aldermanic district or village com-
persons serving as election officials to prove their ability to reagitteeman ocommitteewoman for the ward or wards where each
and write English and to have a general knowledge of the electilling place is located, if there is one, or for inspectors serving
laws. Examinations may be given to prove the qualifications cgRqer s. 7.52 (1) (b), themmitteemen and committeewomen for

be met. The municipal clerk shall ensure that all training me municipality acting jointly, shall submit a list containing at

the training requirements prescribed in rules promulgated by 85st as many names as there are needed appointees for inspector
board under ss. 7.31 and 7.315. y pp p

(3) TaBuLATORS. (a) Not less than 30 days before angtea positiqns from the party repres_ented by the committeeman or
the governing body or board of election commissioners of a mmitteewoman or bire committeemen and committeewomen

municipality, by resolution, may authorize the municipal clerk Gcting jointly. For appointments of inspectors in cities and vil-
executivedirector of the board of election commissioners to seldggdes where there is no aldermanic district or village committee-
and employ tabulators for any election. Such authorizatiBf@n or committeewoman, nominations shall proceed in the same
applies tahe elections specified in the resolution, and if not spe¢itanner as in municipalities located in counties having a popula-
fied, applies until the authorization is modified or revoked.  tion of 500,000 or less. The list shall be submitted to the mayor
(b) The tabulators shall assist and be under the direction of tepresident. Except as provided in par. (c), only those persons
election inspectors after the close of the polls. whose names are submitted as provided in this paragraph may act
(4) APPOINTMENTS. () Except in cities where there is a boards election officials. The committeeman or committeewoman
of election commissioners, the mayor, president or board chaitay designate any individual whose name is submitted as a first
person of each municipality shall nominate to the governing boghoice nominee. The list shall contain the signature of the alder-
no later than their last regular meeting in December of each ogglznic district or village committeeman or committeewoman or

numbered year the necessary election officials for each poll ; : :
place and any election officials required under s. 7.52 (1) (b).lﬂl% chairperson of the appropriate committee.

no regular meeting is scheduled, the mayor, president or chairper-C- Upon submission of each nominee’s name, the governing
@n

son shall call a special meeting for the purpose of considertgdy shall appoint each first choice nominee for so long as posi-
nominations no later than December 31. tions are available, unless nonappointment is authorized under

(b) The 2dominant parties, under sub. (2), are each responsi - (€), and shall ap_poir:jt o:]her nominees '3 its discrﬁ tion. If anyf
- - ' S ) : ominee is not appointed, the mayor, president, or chairperson o
for submitting a list of names from which all appointees to inspeg- L : : .

tor positionsg other than appointees to inspe?:?or positions aﬁt ¢ municipality shall immediately nominate another person from

: . e appropriate lists submitted and continue until the necessary
rized unde.r.sub. (1) (), shgll be chosen as f(_)HOWS' .. number of election officials from each party is achieved at that
1. In cities where there is a board of election commission

> > . eting.
the aldermanic district committeemen or committeewomen under 9

s. 8.17 of each of the 2 dominant recognized political parties shall:()C) Except with respect to Inspectors who are app(_)lnted under
ub. (1) (b), for so long as nominees are made available by the

submit a certified list no later than November 30 of each odgd=": . . : . -
numbered/ear containing the names of at least as many nomin&gitical parties under this section, appointments may be made
from the lists of submitted nominees. If the lists are not sub-

as there are inspectors from that party for each of the voting ward ed by November 30 of the year in which appointments are to

in the aldermanic district. For inspectors serving under s. 7.52 ) L :
(b), the aldermanic district committeemen and committeewom made, the board of election commissioners shall appoint, or the

under s. 8.17 of the 2 dominant recognized political parties SHARYOL: president or chairperson of a municipality shall.nominate
jointly submit a certified list of nominees containing at least Mic%ualgi'gg npter:ﬁ‘?nnlfe\r,vgf?osgirr:gen']se: hg‘;?sré?]t tﬁg?gtzi@%’]‘ttﬁg\'lem@
as many nominees as there are inspectors from that party wh s >S app S b

to be appointed under s. 7.52 (1) (b). The chairperson may de&fg- 50 the board of election commissioners shall similarly
nateany individual whose name is submitted as a first choice noRPOING or the mayor, president or chairperson shall similarly
inee. The board of election commissioners shall appoint, no Idtgfninate sufficient individuals to fill the remaining vacancies. In
than December 31 of odd-numbered years, at least 5 inspec ition,the mayor, president, or board chairperson of the munici-

for each ward. The board of election commissioners shall app(ﬂ ity shall sir_n_ilarly “Omir!ate qualified persons to serve in t_he
all first choice nominees for so long as positions are availabig>PeCtor positions authorized under sub. (1) (b). Any appoint-
nt which is made due to the lack of availability of names sub-

unless nonappointment is authorized under par. (e), and sHA : -~
appoint other individuals in its discretion. The board of electi ﬁ[ed under par. (b) may be made without regard to party affilia-

commissioners may designate such alternates as it deems ad - ) o )
ble. (d) A party committee or aldermanic district or village com-
j&eitteeman or committeewoman under s. 8.17 may submit addi-

2. a. In municipalities other than cities and villages locat X DA > .
in counties having a population of more than 500,000, the co )nal names for inclusion iits list of nominations under this sec-

mittees organized under s. 8.17 from each of the 2 dominant (&40 at any time for the purpose of filling vacancies that occur
ties under sub. (2) shall submit a list containing at least as m&hy/ing aerm of ofice. However, an appointment need at no time
names as there are needed appointees from that party. Thefisielayed because of the lack of availability of party nominees.
shall be submitted by the chairperson of each of the 2 committeeé€e) If an appointing authority believes that, for good cause, it
to the mayor, president, or chairperson of the municipality. hould not appoint an individual whose name is submitted as a
committeesare oganized in subdivisions of a city, the list shail béirst choice nominee under par. (b), it may request the board to
submitted through the chairperson of the city committethete ~ authorize nonappointment. The board may permit nonappoint-
is no municipal committee, the list shall be submitted by the chdient of an individual for cause demonstrated by an appointing
person of the county or legislative district committee. Except agthority.

provided in par. (c), only those persons submitted by the chairper{5) OaTH oF orrFice. Within 5 days after appointment of the
son of each committee under s. 8.17 may act as election officialection officials the municipal clerk shall give each appointee
The chairperson may designate any individual whose nasub-is notice. The appointees shall file the official oath with the munici-
mitted as a first choice nominee. The list shall contain the sigied clerk within 10 days after the mailing of the notice. Appoin-
ture ofthechairperson and secretary of the submitting committetees tdill vacancies or any other election official who has not filed
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the oath, before receiving any ballots, shall sign the oath aamtl to special registration deputies appointed under ss. 6.26 and

return it tothe municipal clerk. An inspector, after taking the oatl.55 (6).

may administer any oath required to conduct an election. (b) 1. Each inspector other than a chief inspector and each spe-
(6) OrFICETENURE. (a) Except as provided in par. (am), theial voting deputy appointed under s. 6.875 and special registra-

appointed election officials shall hold office for 2 years and untibn deputy appointed under6s26 or 6.55 (6) shall view or attend

their successors are appointed and qualified. They shall servatdeast one training program every 2 years. Except as provided

every election held in their ward during their term of office.  in subd. 2., no individual may serve as an inspector, other than a

(am) A pupil appointed as an inspector under sub. (2) (aft)ef inspector, as a special voting deputy under s. 6.875, or as a
shallserve as an inspector only for the election for which he or sHecialregistration deputy under s. 6.26 or 6.55 (6) at any election
is appointed. Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed to lifitless the individual has completed training for that election pro-
the number of times a pup" may be appointed as an inspec’[o}/}de by the munICIpa| Clerk pursuant to I’ules promulgated Under

(b) Prior to the first election following the appointment of thB&'- (&) Within 2 years of the date of the election.
inspectors, the municipal clerk shall appoint one of the inspectors 2- Only when an individual who has received training under
at each polling place, other than an inspector who is appoinfa d. 1. is unavailable to perform his or her election duties due to
undersub. (1) (b), to serve as chief inspector. No person may setfkness, injury, or other unforeseen occurrence may an individ-
as chief inspector at any election who is not certified by the bot@d Who has not received training under subd. 1. be appointed to
under s. 7.31 at the time of the election. The chief inspector si#&iVe as amspector, other than chief inspector, or a special voting
hold the position for the remainder of the term unless the inspeci#§iPUty or special registration depufihe appointment of an indi-
is removed by the clerk or the inspector ceases to be certifiégual to serve under this subdivision shall be for a specific elec-
under s. 7.31, except that whenever wards are combined or sé8-and no individual may be appointed under this subdivision
rated under s. 5.15 (6) (b), the municipal clerk shall appoifitore than one time in a 2—year period.
another inspector who is certified under s. 7.31 to serve as chief2) The board shall, by rule, prescribe requirements for, and
inspector at each polling place designated under s. 5.15 (6) ’%bga, content of, training required of municipal clerks under s. 7.15
If a vacancy occurs in the position of chief inspector at any pollikgm). The board may provide such training directly or arrange for
place, the municipal clerk shall appoint one of the other inspectgkgh training to be provided by other organizations. The rules
who is certified under s. 7.31 to fill the vacancy. shall provide a method for notifying the relevant municipal gov-

(c) If any election official appointed under this section lack&MINg body if a municipal clerk fails to .attgnd rqulred training.
the qualifications set forth in this section, fails to attend training (3) The board may produce and periodically reissue as neces-
sessions required under s. 7.15 (1) (e) unless excused theref@, avideo program for the purpose of training electidicils,
is guilty of neglecting his or her official duties or commitiiaidl ~ including special voting deputies and special registration depu-
misconductthe municipal clerk or board of election commissionties. The board shall make any such program available for view-
ers shall summarily remove the official from office and th#g electronically through an Internet-based system.
vacancy shall be filled under sub. (2) (b). History: 2005 a. 451.

History: 1971 c. 242; 1971 c. 304 s. 29 (1), (2); 1971 c. 336; 1973 c. 280, 334; . .. .
1975 c. 93, 101; 1977 c. 394, 427, 447; 1979 c. 89, 260, 355; 1983 a. 183, 484, 6382 Change of election official numbers.  Notwithstand-

1985 al3ls. 3; 1985 a. 304, 332; 1987 a. 391; 1989 a. 192, 359; 1995 a. 16 s. 2; iﬁg7s_ 7.30 (1) (a), the governing body or board of election com-
a. 127; 1999 a. 182; 2001 a. 16, 109; 2005 a. 27, 149, 451; 2007 a. 96. missioners ofiny municipality may by resolution reduce the num-
ber of election officials and modify or rescind any similar previous

7.31 Training and certification of chief inspectors. ; ; g
. . ... action. No such action may reduce the number of officials at a
(1) The board shall, by rule, prescribe requirements for Cert'f'cﬁplling place to less than 3.

tion of individuals to serve as chief inspectors. The requireme ' i ] ) )
shall include a requirement to attend at least one training sessggaﬁggys L€ 427, 1979 €. 260 5. 46 Stats. 1979 5. 7.32, 1983 a. 484; 1985 a.
held under sub. (5) before beginning service. The requirementsross Reference:See also ch. GAB 12, Wis. adm. code.
shall not include taking an examination. . ) o ) .
(2) No individual may serve as a chief inspector at a polling33 Service as an election official. (1) In this section:
place in an election unless the individual is certified by the board (@) “Employee” has the meaning given under s. 101.01 (3).
to hold that office on the date of the election at which the individ- (b) “Employer” has the meaning given under s. 101.01 (4).
ual serves. (c) “State agency” has the meaning given under s. 20.001 (1)
(3) The board shall, upon application, issue certificates &nd includes an authority created under subch. Il of ch. 114 or ch.
qualified individuals who meet the requirements to be certified @8, 231, 232, 233, 234, or 237.
chief inspectors. Each certificate shall carry an expiration date. (2) Service as an election official under this chapter shall be
(4) The board shall require each individual to whom a certifinandatory upon all individuals appointed, during the full 2-year
cate is issued under this section to meet requirements to maintaim, after which they shall be exempt from further service as an
that certification. The requirements shall include a requiremegiection official, under this chapter, until 3 terms of 2 years each
to attend at least one training session held under sub. (5) evehage elapsed. Municipal clerks may grant exemptions from ser-
years. The board shall renew the certificate of any individual wheace at any time.
requests renewal and who meets the requirements prescribe(B) Every employer shall grant to each employee who is
under this subsection. appointed to serve as an election official under s. 7.30 a leave of
(5) The board shall conduct regular training programs &psence for the entire 24—hour period of each election day in
ensure that individuals who are certified by the board under thibich the official serves in his or her official capacity. An
section are knowledgeable concerning their authority and respemployee who serves as an election official shall provide his or
sibilities. The board shall pay all costs required to conduct ther employer with at least 7 days’ notice of application for a leave.
training programs from the appropriation under s. 20.511 (Ihe municipal clerk shall verify appointments upon request of any

(bm). employer.
History: 2001 a. 16, 104; 2003 a. 143; 2005 a. 451; 2007 a. 1. (4) Except amtherwise provided in this subsection, each local
governmental unit, as defined in s. 16.97 (7), may, and each state
7.315 Training of other election officials. (1) (a) The agency shall, upon proper application under sub. (3), permit each

board shall, by rule, prescribe the contents of the training tludtits employees to serve as an election official under s. 7.30 with-
municipal clerks must provide to inspectors, other than chiedit loss of fringe benefits or seniority privileges earned for sched-
inspectors, to special voting deputies appointed under s. 6.87&d workinghours during the period specified in sub. (3), without
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loss of pay for scheduled working hours during the period spetibuted to electors, 2 inspectors shall be assigned to take charge
fied in sub. (3) except as provided in sub. (5), and without anf/the official ballots. They shall write their initials on the back
other penalty.For employees who are included in a collective baof each ballot and deliver to each elector as he or she enters the vot-
gaining unit for which a representative is recognized or certifi@g booth one ballot properly endorsed by each of them. Where
undersubch. V or VI of ch. 11%his subsection shall apply unlesspaper ballots are used, the inspectors shall fold each ballot in the
otherwise provided in a collective bargaining agreement. proper manner to be deposited before delivering it to the elector.
(5) Any employee of a local governmental unit, as defined fiiasked, inspectors may instruct any elector as to the proper man-
s. 16.97 (7), or state agency who obtains a paid leave of absdifieof marking the ballot, but they may not give advice, sugges-
under sub. (4) in order to serve aattion official under s. 7.30 tions, express any preferences or make any requests as to the per-
shall certify in writing to the head of the local governmental uron for whom, the question on which or the ballot on which the
or state agency by which he or she is employed the amount of cé#ictor shall vote.
pensation that the employee receives for such service. Upor(5) IMPRoOPERCONDUCT. Any election official who intention-
receipt of the certification, tHeead of the local governmental unitally fails to properly endorse a ballot or who intentionally gives
or state agency shall deduct that amount from the employee’s payelector a ballot not properly endorsed shall be removed as an
earnedor scheduled working hours during the period specified &lection official.
sub. (2) when the employee is on a paid leave of absence. (6) ATTACH STICKERS. Whenever a vacancy occurs in a nomi-
(6) Eachemployer other than a state agency shall, upon propetionafter the ballots have been printed and stickers are provided
application under sub. (3), permit each of its employees to sewreler s. 7.38 or 8.35 (2), the inspectors shall, at the direction of
as an election official under s. 7.30 without loss of fringe benefttee municipal clerk, properly apply the stickers to the official bal-
or seniority privileges earned for scheduled working hours durif@s before endorsement.
the period specified in sub. (3), and shall not impose any other(7) poLL Lists. Two inspectors shall be assigned to have
penalty upon an employee who serves as an election offici@arge of the poll lists at each election.
except the employer need not pay wages to an employee for t'm?S) ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEMS. Prior to the opening of the

not worked while the employee is serving as an election offiCigy|jing place, wherever electronic voting systems employing vot-
301 a0 7 A1g 41 1000 A 56 9. 3561 1005 B 21: 2001 5 16 104, 100 2044, devices are used, the inspectors shall place the voting devices
332005 a. 335, 451; 2009 a. 28. o “ 7T TN position for voting and examine them to see that they are in
o ) ] o proper working order.
7.36 Chief inspector’s duties. ~ Subject to the supervision of (9) posringsampLEBALLOTS. Two sample ballots sent by the
the municipal clerk or executive director of the board of eleCt"?ﬁ},micipalclerk shall be posted by the inspectors near the entrance
commissioners, the chief inspector shall direct the conductgfthe polling place for public inspection throughout the day.
activitiesassigned to the inspectors at the polling place. The chief 10) CHALLENGED ELECTORS. If any person is challenged for

inspector shall refer any question as to the proper procedure %% se, the inspectors shall proceed under ss. 6.92 and 6.925 and
t

ﬁ{gﬁ!%%egxgcﬁgcg'gﬁe%%:he inspectors’ duties to the munici h the aid of other provisions of ch. 6 as appear applicable, shall
) resolve the challenge.

History: 1985 a. 304. .
siow @ (11) SpoiLeD BALLOTS. Any spoiled ballot returned to an

7.37 Inspectors’ duties. (1) ADJOURNTO ANOTHER LOCA-  inspector under s. 6.80 (2) (c) shall be immediately destroyed by
TIoN. Whenever it becomes impossible or inconvenient to hold @Re of the inspectors.
election at the designated location, the inspectors, after assem(12) Canvassers. Theelection inspectors shall constitute the
bling at or as near the designated polling place as practicable bodrd ofcanvassers of their polling place and in that capacity shall
before receiving any votes, may adjourn to the nearest convenjform the duties under s. 7.51, except as otherwise designated
placefor holding the election. The inspectors shall make a proclay the municipal clerk under ss. 5.85 and 5.86.
mation of the move and a law enforcement officer or other proper(13) CrLosingoFPoLLs. For each polling place, the municipal
person designated by the municipal clerk shall be stationed agfirk shall designate an official of the municipality who shall posi-
as near as possible to the place where the adjournment was mggiehimself or herself at the end of the line of individuals waiting
to notify all electors of the place to which the election adjourneg vote, if any, at the time that the polls officially close. The offi-
At the new location the inspectors shall immediately proceed Wil may be an inspector or special registration deputy appointed
the election. under s. 6.55 (6) who serves at that polling place, an employee of
(2) PreservEORDER. Theinspectors shall possess full authorthe municipal clerk or a police officer. Only individuals in line
ity to maintain order and to enforce obedience to their lawful comhead of the official shall be permitted to vote under s. 6.78 (4).
mands during the election and the canvass of the votes. They shalktory: 1971 c. 304 s. 29 (2); 1975 c. 85; 1977 c. 427; 1979 c. 260, 311, 355; 1981

permitonly one person in a voting booth at a time and shall preverﬂglglgg?’z% 613?‘; 53-628'2 %%57611 125751 172(3); 1985 a. 304; 1989 a. 192; 1999 a. 182;
any person from tak'ng notice of how another person has vot ?£he r.equ’irememhder sub. 4 that each ballot be initialed by 2 inspectors is direc-

except when assistance is given under s. 6.82. They shall enf@igenot mandatory, when the number of votes is equal to the number of electors.
s. 5.35 (5) and prevent electioneering and distribution of electio °17ho\§ %agia&gsv%%hgglz%sfﬂg&ggard of Canvassers, 2001 WI App 221, 247 Wis.
related material from taking place in violation of ss. 12.03 a ’ o ' :
12.035. lfany person refuses to obey the lawful commands of arsg  \/acancies after nomination. (1) Except as provided
inspector, or iglisorderly in the presence or hearing of the inSpe(; gy (4), after the death of a candidate nominated for a partisan
tors, interrupts or disturbs the proceedings, they may order ce, either in a primary or when no primary is required under
law enforcement officer to remove the person from the voting aggg 5 (3) (b), the vacancy may be filled by the candidate’s politi-
or to take the person into custody. cal party. In the case of countyfiioés, the vacancy shall be filled
~ (3) CHEckBALLOT BOXES. Immediately before the proclama-py the chairperson of the county committee. If no county commit-
tion that the polls are open the election inspectors shall open egehexists, the vacancy shall be filled by the chairperson of the state
ballot box in the presence of the people assembled there, turndé@mittee. For other offices, the vacancy shall be filled by the
boxesupside down so as to empty them of everything that may #igairperson of the state committee. The appropriate chairperson
inside and then lock them. The ballot boxes shall remain lockssghllfile with the oficial or agency with whom nomination papers
and shall not be reopened until the polls close for the purposesgf filed for the office a certificate signed, certified and sworn to
counting the ballots therein. the same as an original nomination paper. The certificate shall
(4) BaLLoTING PROCEDURE. At polling places which utilize state the cause of the vacancy, the name of the new nominee and
paperballots or electronic voting systems in which ballots are dithe office for which the nomination is made. A political party may
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not nominate a candidate for an office for which no person reptien of those individuals with inspectors and other election offi-
senting that parthas filed nomination papers and a declaration ofals.
candidacy. History: 1989 a. 192; 1999 a. 49; 1999 a. 150 s. 672; 1999 a. 182; 2001 a. 39, 109;
(2) The certificate shall be filed within 4 days of the date df®° 2 45
notification ofthe vacancy and shall have the same effect as origi-
nal nomination papers. SUBCHAPTER I
(3) If the vacancy occurs after ballots have been printed in any
county or municipality, the chairperson of the committee filling
the vacancy shall supply the municipal clerk with stickers contain-
ing the name of the new nominee only. The stickers may be n

Q .
larger than the space provided on the ballot for the original can@?0_ Elector intent. (1) REQUIREMENTSAND RESTRICTIONS.
date’s name and office. (a) Except as provided in s. 7.15 (6), only ballots provided by the

(4) Therecan be no vacancy in nomination prior to a party prEerson authorized to have them printed shall be cast and counted

) . ; n any election.
mary, except when no primary is required under s. 8.50 (3) (b). )
4 P P v q 3 ( (b) When an elector casts more votes for any office or measure

cha(tlisr)pé?sz)hne :é%ttirzfdfﬁ'rlllég tso i§"1e7ﬂ(1f2;]atﬂ1eebcga? dcrl:]g;rr:toftrae[ﬁ_an he os_he is entitled to cast atan election, all the eI_ector’s votes
. ’ . - ’ L for that office or measure are invalid and the elector is deemed to
ognize the state committee for the purpose of filling vVacancigzyevoted for none of them, except as provided in par. (c) and sub.
““‘,’er S_Ub' (D). ) ) } ) %263 (d). If an elector casts less votes for any office or measure than
c. ?1??%8%?14%213;01%3522 (32,2)'41;917938% > 3@%?7133'395’1232; To04 &340 427, 1€ or she intitled to cast at an election, all votes cast by the elec-
tor shall be counted but no vote shall be counted more than once.

7.40 Sample ballots. Any individual, committee or candi-  (c) If an elector casts more than one vote for the same candidate
date, at their own expense, subject to limitations upon contritiar the same office, the first vote is valid and the remaining votes
tions and disbursements under ch. 11, may print a supply of same invalid.
ple ballots, provided they bear on their face the information (d) Whenever an electronic voting system is used at a polling
required by s. 11.30 (2) and they contain all the names shownpiite in a partisan primary, and the same ballot is utilized to cast
the official ballot. votes for candidates of more than one recognized political party
History: 1987 a. 391 s. 46m. or candidates of a party and independent candidates, if an elector
designates a preference for a party or for independent candidates,
7.41 Public'srightto access. (1) Any member of the pub- only votes cast within that preference category may be counted.
lic may be present at any polling place, in the office of any munigf-an elector does not designate a preference and makes a mark or
pal clerk whose office is located in a public building on any dasffixes a sticker opposite candidates of more than one recognized
that absentee ballots may be cast in that office, or at an alterpftical party or opposite a candidate in the independent candi-
site under s. 6.855 on any day that absentee ballots neagto@ dates’ column and a candidate of a recognized political party, no
that site for the purpose of observation of an election and stes cast by the elector for any candidate for partisan office are
absentee ballot voting process, except a candidate whose naatiel. Votes for other candidates and votes on ballot questions, if
appears on the ballot at the polling place or on an absentee baligt, shall be counted if otherwise valid.
to be cast at the clerk’s office or alternate site at that election. Thq2) AscerrainmenToF INTENT. All ballots cast at an election

chief inspector or municipal clerk may reasonably limit the nunynjich bear the initials of 2 inspectors shall be counted for the per-
ber of persons representing the same organization who are ggfr or referendum question for whom or for which they were
mitted to observe under this subsection at the same time.  jntended, so far as the electors’ intent can be ascertained from the
(2) The chief inspector or municipal clerk may restrict theallotsnotwithstanding informality or failure to fully comply with
location of any individual exercising the right under sub. (1) tther provisions of chs. 5to 12. To determine intent:
certain areas within a pOlllng place, the clerk’s Ofﬁce, or alternate a) At a genera| e|ection’ if the elector places a mark’ Symbo|
site under s. 6.855. The chief inspector or municipal clerk shg}lsticker under a party designation at the head of a column in or
clearly designate such an area as an observation area. Desighaigfhe space indicated for that purpose, it is a vote for all the can-
observation areas shall be so positioned to permit any authoriggthtes whose names appear in the marked column except as
individual to readily observe all public aspects of the voting pretherwise provided in this paragraph. If a name is stricken, it is
cess. not a vote for that candidate. If a name is written in, it is a vote for
(3) The chief inspector or municipal clerk may order théhe write—in candidate. If a sticker is attached it is a vote for the
removal ofany individual exercising the right under sub. (1) if thatandidatevhose name appears on the sticker. If in some other col-

CANVASS OF RETURNS AND CERTIFICATION

individual commits an overt act which: umn there is a mark in the square to the right of a specific candi-
(a) Disrupts the operation of the polling place, clerk’s officélate’s name or at the place designated on the ballot for marking a

or alternate site under s. 6.855; or votefor a specific candidate for the same office, it is a vote for that
(b) Violates s. 12.03 (2) or 12.035 specific candidate and no vote may be counted for the candidate

o . . ._for the same office in the column marked for a straight party vote.
(4) No individual exercising the right under sub. (1) may view (b) A ballot cast without any marks or stickers may not be

the confidential portion of a registration list maintained under sgunted. Poallot without a mark at the top of a party column may

6.36 (4) or a poll list maintained under s. 6.79 (6). However, tE ted only f f h K licabl
inspectors or municipal clerk shall disclose to such an individu f counted only for persons for whom marks are applicable.

upon request, the existence of such a list, the number of electoréc) If an elector marks a ballot with a croXs ), or any other
whose names appear on the list, and the number of those electrznks, as |, A, V, O, I, +, within the square to the right of a can-
who have voted at any point in the proceedings. No such indivitidate’s name, or any place within the space in which the name
ual may view the certificate of an absent elector who obtaingppears, indicating an intent to vote for that candidate, it is a vote
confidential listing under s. 6.47 (2). for the candidate whose name it is opposite.

(5) The board may promulgate rules that are consistent with (cm) Any apparent erasure of a mark next to the name of a can-
the requirements of sub. (2) regarding the proper conduct of indidatemay not be counted as a vote for that candidate if the elector
viduals exercising the right under sub. (1), including the interamakes another mark next to the name of one or mdeeatit can-
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didates for the same office and counting of the mark would resfat one but not both of the candidates for whom the elector casts
in an excess number of votes cast for the office. his or her vote.

(d) If an elector writes a person’s name in the proper space for(j) If an elector writes in or pastes a sticker in the position for
write—in candidates for an office, it is a vote for the person writtean office, it is a vote for that office, even if the elector writes in or
in for the ofice indicated, regardless of whether the elector strikéise sticker indicates the name of a different office.
the names appearing in the same column for the same office, ®iistory: 1977 c. 107, 272, 427; 1979 c. 89, 311, 328; 1981 c. 377 ss. 20, 22; 1981
places_ a mar_k by the same or any other name for t_he same ofﬁcggll;g %9182 aéll(g?»i 3333; a-ﬁ_”«% gf-a75i6172 (3); 1985 a. 304; 1987 a. 391; 1989 a. 192,
or OmItS_ placmg a mark to the right of the name ertt_en in. If 'A'board of canvassers r"nail use its discretion and make findings only when the stan-
elector is permitted to vote for more than one candidate for tfigds of a statute do not apply. Sub. (2) (c) minimizes a board's discretion. When
same office in an election and casts one or more write—in votiese is a qualifying mark in a qualifying place on the ballot the vote should be
WhiCh, when added to the votes cast for candidates whose nag% ezd_gzsoztlgv LaFarge School District, 2004 WI 6, 268 Wis. 2d 335, 677 N.W.2d
appear on the ballot, exceed the number of votes authorized to bé ’
castfor the ofice, the write—in votes shall be counted and the votgs51 | ocal board of canvassers. (1) CANVASS PROCE

for candidates whose names appear on the ballot may notyge. |mmediately after the polls close the inspectors except any
counted, unless there are more write—in votes than votes auti@pector appointed under s. 7.30 (1) (b) shall proceed to canvass
rized to be cast, in which case no votes may be counted for §agicly all votes received at the polling place. In any municipal-
office. ity where an electronic voting system is used, the municipal gov-
(e) No write—in vote shall be regarded as defective due to migning body or board of election commissioners may provide or
spelling a candidate’s name, or by abbreviation, addition, omigithorize the municipal clerk or executiliesctor of the board of
sion or use of a wrong initial in the name. Every vote shall lagection ommissioners to provide for the adjournment of the can-
countedfor the candidate for whom it was intended, if the electorigss to one or more central counting locations for specified poll-
intent can be ascertained from the ballot itself. ing places in the manner prescribed in subch. Il of ch. 5. No cen-
(f) If a sticker applied to the ballot lists a candidate’s name atrdl counting location may be used to count votes at a polling place
the office which the candidate seeks, it is a vote for the nambere an electronic voting system is not employed. The canvass,
appearing on the sticker even if the sticker does not contain a ldether conducted at the polling place or at a central counting
or the elector omits the cross to the right of the name, or makdeaation, shall continue without adjournment until the canvass is
cross in another column for a candidate for the same office. Ié@mpleted and the return statement is made or, in municipalities
sticker ispasted over the name of any candidate printed on the hahere absentee ballots are canvassed under s. 7.52, until the can-
lot, it is a vote for the candidate shown on the sticker but no vetess of all ballots cast is completed and the return statement for
may be counted for the candidate over which the sticker is pastedseballots is made. The inspectors shall not permit access to the
Only stickers appearing on the face of the ballot may be countedme of any elector who has obtained a confidential listing under
(9) In partisan primaries, if an elector writes in the name of &n6.47 (2) during the canvass, except as authorized in s. 6.47 (8).
individual on &ballot other than the one on which that individual's (2) TALLYING. (a) The inspectors shall first compare the poll
name is shown as a candidate, the write—in vote may notlis¢s, correcting any mistakes until the poll lists agree. The chief
counted. inspector and the inspectors who are responsible for recording
(h) In the general election or a partisan special electionglgctors under s. 6.79 shall verify the correctness of the poll lists
write—in vote may not be counted for any candidate if the candifter the polls close by each signing their name thereto. Where
date’s name appears on the official ballot, except a write—in vdtallots are distributed to electors, the inspectors shall then open
castfor the same dite under which the candidate’s name appeatBe ballot box and remove and count the number of ballots therein
if no other similar name appears on the ballot for any office. Wwithout examination except as is necessary to ascertain that each

(hm) In a nonpartisan primary or election using votin@ a single ballot. If 2 or more ballots are folded together so as to
machines if aelector is permitted to vote for more than one candiPPear as a single ballot, the inspectors shall lay them aside until
datefor the same office, a write—in vote may not be counted if tfige count is completed; and if, after a comparison of the count and
vote is cast for a candidate whose name appears on the ballofff@@ppearance of the ballots it appears to a majority of the inspec-
that office. tors that the ballots folded together were voted by the same person

(i) The failure by an elector to write in the name of a candid y may not be counted but the inspectors shall mark them as to

for the office of vice president of the United States on the genei2f eason for removal, set them aside and carefully preserve
election ballotloes not invalidate the elector’s vote for any candi'e€™- The inspectors shall then proceed under par. (b).
date whose name is written in for the office of president of the (b) When during the counting of the ballots cast at an election
United States. The failure of an elector to write in the name ofti@najority of the inspectors find that a ballot is so defective that
candidate for the office of president of the United States on they cannot determine with reasonable certainty for whom it was
general election ballot invalidates the electuote for any candi- cast, they shall so mark the ballot and preserve it. The inspectors
date whose name is written in for the office of vice president of thgall not count the vote cast on the ballot for any office for which
United States. The failure of an elector to write in the name off®y determine the ballot to be defective.
candidate for the office of governor or lieutenant governor on the (c) Whenever the number of ballots exceeds the number of vot-
general election ballot does not invalidate the elector’s vote fag electors as indicated on the poll list, the inspectors shall place
any candidate whose name is written in for the office of goverralt ballots face up to check for blank ballots. In this paragraph,
or lieutenant governor alone. “blank ballot” means a ballot on which no votes are cast for any
(im) If an elector votes for an independent candidate for thffice or question. The inspectors shall mark, lay aside and pre-
office of governor or lieutenant governor but does not vote for asgrve any blank ballots. Except in municipalities where absentee
candidate as a running mate of that candidate for the office of liballots are canvassed under s. 7.52, if the number of ballots still
tenant governor or governor, the vote cast by the elector shalexeeeds the number of voting electors, the inspectors shall place
recorded as wote cast for both offices and shall not be cumulateal ballots face down and proceed to check for the initials. The
with a votecast by any other elector for the same candidate for timspectors shall mark, lay aside and preserve any ballot not bear-
same office jointly with any vote cast for a running mate of thatg the initials of 2 inspectors or any absentee ballot not bearing
candidate. If an elector votes for independent candidates for the initials of the municipal clerk. During the count the inspectors
offices of governor and lieutenant governor, the vote cast by stell count those ballots cast by challenged electors the same as
electorshall not be cumulated with a vote cast by any other electbe other ballots.
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(d) The inspectors shall keep a written statement, in duplica&ner. The inspectors shall then deliver the ballots to the munici-
of the number of ballots set aside and the number of defective lpalt clerk in the ballot container and carrier envelope.

lots and challenged ba_llots. The statement shall contain a recorqb) For ballots which relate only to municipal or school district

of the reasons for setting aside each ballot and the reasons Wifi¥es or referenda, the inspectors, in lieu of par. (a), after count-

each defective arhallenged ballot is defective or challenged. Th@yg the ballots shall return them to the proper ballot boxes, lock the

inspectors shall certify that the statement is correct, sign it, a&&es,paste paper over the slots, sign their names to the paper and

attach it to the tally sheets. - deliver them and the keys therefor to the municipal or school dis-
(e) Except in municipalities where absentee ballots are cayict clerk. The clerk shall retain the ballots until destruction is

vassed under s. 7.52, if after any ballots have been laid aside gi@orized under s. 7.23.

number of ballots still exceeds the total number of electors c) Where voting machines are used, as soon as the count is

recorded on the poll list, the inspectors shall separate the abse olete and fully recorded, the inspecfors shall seal. close and

ballots from the other ballots. If there is an excess numberI Kk the machine. or remové the record so it cannot b’e voted on

absentee ballots, the inspectors shall place the absentee ballo !

the ballot box and one of the inspectors shall publicly and withg §gg:2$uer':ng 'thé -Z:eg aﬁgtaél \t/gfg dpl:ﬂgi(?it%ieop?é?tg{g)amfris:

examination draw therefrom by chance the number of ball y pap L .

equal to the excess number of absentee ballots. If there i r%?ecto&hall count the challenged ballots the same as other bal-
excess number of nonabsentee ballots, the inspectors shall pidige UPON completion of the canvass, the inspectors shall return
those ballots in the ballot box and one of the inspectors shall ptib: paper ballots in a separate envelope “?afk.ed Paper Ballots".
licly and without examination draw therefrom by chance the nurh@ inspectors shall place the record of write-in votes cast on the
ber of ballots equal to the excess number of those ballots. All H@chines in an envelope marked “Write—In Votes™. The inspec-
lots so removed may not be counted but shall be specially markd§ shall return the paper ballots and write—in votes along with
as having been removed by the inspectors on original canvassyuePrinted voting record produced by the voting machines to the
to an excess number of ballots, set aside and preserved. Whef/&{K under par. (a) or (b) or to the board of election commission-
number oballots and total shown on the poll list agree, the inspeRtS- The inspectors shall place the envelopes and printed voting
tors shall return alldlots to be counted to the ballot box and shalgcord in a properly sealed bag or container, indicating the ward
turnthe ballot box in such manner as to thoroughly mix the ballof, wards and county.
The inspectors shall then open, count and record the number ofd) Except in municipalities where absentee ballots are can-
votes. When the ballots are counted, the inspectors shall separassedinder s. 7.52, all absentee certificate envelopes which have
them into piles for ballots similarly voted. Objections may bieeen opened shall be returned by the inspectors to the municipal
made tgplacement of ballots in the piles at the time the separatiolerk in asecurely sealed carrier envelope which is clearly marked
is made. “used absentee certificate envelopes”. The envelopes shall be
(f) If corrected ballots are distributed under s. 5.72 (3) or 7.8@ned bythe chief inspector and 2 other inspectors. Except when
(3), only the votes cast on the corrected ballots may be countedtfe ballots are used in a municipal or school district election only,
any office or referendum in which the original ballots differ fronthe municipal clerk shall transmit the used envelopes to the county
the corrected ballots. clerk.

(9) Immediately after the polls close, where voting machines (4) ANNOUNCEAND REPORT. (&) The tally sheets shall state the
are used, the inspectors shall open the registering or recordistgl number of votes cast for each office and for each individual
compartments aemove the record of the votes cast and shall caeceiving votes for that office, whether or not the individual’'s
vass, record, announce and return on the tally sheets and certiiimeappears on the ballot, and shall state the vote for and against
cates furnished. In recording the votes registered on any courtath proposition voted on. Upon completion of the tally sheets,
which, before the opening of the polls, did not register 000, tfige inspectors shall immediately complete the inspectors’ state-
inspectors shall upon the return sheets subtract the number ragisnt. The inspectors shall state the excess, if any, by which the
teredbefore the polls opened from the number registered when Hiimber oballots exceeds the number of electors voting as shown
polls closed. The difference between the 2 numbers is the corgggthe poll list and shall state the number of the last elector as
vote for the candidate whose name was represented by dfwn by the poll lists. At least 3 inspectors, including the chief
counter, except if the number registered on the counter whenfighectorand, unless electionfafials are appointed under s. 7.30
polls closed is smaller than the number registered thereon W'@Q}"(c) without regard to party affiliation, at least one inspector
the polls opened, the number 1,000 shall be added to the numBBtesenting each political party, but not including any inspector
registered when the polls closed, before the subtraction is m ointeduinder s. 7.30 (1) (b), shall then certify to the correctness

(h) Where a voting machine is used which produces a writtghthe statement and tally sheets and sign their names. All other
record ofthe total votes cast for each candidate or referendum, #ection officials assisting with the tally shall also certify to the
written record shall be presumed correct without reference to figrectness of the tally sheets. When the tally is complete, the
total shown on the recorder in making its original statemefispectors shall publicly announce the results from the statement.
unless an error in the record is clearly apparent or unless a cand ) The chief inspector, or one of the inspectors appointed by

\(/jv%tc? \?;tghdea?ﬁg'?er}égr:gutge r(;ar:j\(/ea;ss t%;i[g%igﬂ%rg gg Vei(leeﬁ or her, immediately after the votes are tabulated or counted
» 16 . ach election, shall report the returns of the election to the
(3) SECURING THE BALLOTS. (@) The inspectors shall placey nicipal clerk or to the school district clerk for school district

together all ballots counted by them which relate to any nationglections, except in 1st class cities. The clerk shall then make the
state orcounty office or any state, county or technical college dlﬁ%ums public
r .

trict referendum and secure them together so that they canno 0?5) RETURNS. (a) 1. The inspectors shall make full and accu-

untied or tampered with without breaking the seal. The secure fh ¢ h - "
ballotstogether with any ballots marked “Defective” shall then bEAte réturn of the votes cast for each candidate and proposition on

secured by the inspectors in the ballot container in such a marfAdy, Sheet forms provided by the municipal clerk for that purpose.
that the container cannot be opened without breaking the seal&@ tally sheet shall record the returns for each office or referen-
locks, or destroying the container. The inspectors shall place #4#n by ward, unless combined returns are authorized in accord-
ballots cast under s. 6.97 in a separate, securely sealed ca®#6g With s. 5.15 (6) (b) in which case the tally sheet shall record
envelope which is clearly marked “Section 6.97 ballots”. TH&€ returns for each group of combined wards.

chief inspector and 2 other inspectors shall sign the carrier enve-2. After recording the votes, the inspectors shall seal in a car-
lope. The carrier envelope shall not be placed in the ballot coier envelope outside the ballot bag or container one tally sheet and
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one poll list for delivery to the county clerk, unless the electidn assist the absentee ballot board of canvassers in canvassing
relates only to municipal or school district offices or referendaabsentee ballots under this section. In such case, an odd number
3. The inspectors shall also seal the inspectors’ statem@htnspectors shall be appointed, and at no time may there be less
inside aseparate carrier envelope, and shall similarly seadépa than 3 inspectors who serve. Except as authorized in s. 7.30 (4)
arate carrier envelope one tally sheet and one poll list for delivée), all inspectors shall be affiliated with one of the 2 recognized
to the municipal clerk. For school district elections, except in J@litical parties receiving the largest numbers of votes for presi-
class cities, the inspectors shall seal one tally sheet and one @@iit, or for governor in nonpresidential general election years, in
list for delivery to the school district clerk. the municipality. The party whose candidate received the largest
4. The inspectors shall immediately deliver all ballots, sta@dmber oivotes in the municipality is entitled to one more inspec-
ments, tally sheets, lists, and envelopes to the municipal clerfOr than the party whose candidate received the next largest num-
5. Upon receipt of the materials under subd. 4., the munici r of votes in the municipality. Each inspector so appointed shall
' T a qualified elector of the municipality. The inspectors who are

clerk shall make sufficient copies of the inspectors’ statem : : N
> ointedunder this paragraph shall serve under the direction and
under sub. (4) (a) and seal one copy of the statement inside a Cat-. . - :
rier envelope together with the envelope containing any material ervision of the t.)o.ard. of absentee ballot canvassers.
required to be delivered to the county clerk or the school district (¢) IN €ach municipality where absentee ballots are canvassed

clerk. The municipal clerk shall retain the original inspector&nder this section, no later than the closing hour of the polls, the
statement. municipal clerk shall post at his or her office and on the Internet

at a site announced by the clerk before the polls open, and shall

Take available to any person upon request, a statement of the

fitimber ofabsentee ballots that the clerk has mailed or transmitted
electors and that have been returned by the closing hour on elec-

ments, tally sheets, lists, and envelopes for his or her municipa n day. The posting shall not include the names or addresses of

h : - ! electors
relating to any county, technical college district, state, or nationa y L
election tathe county clerk no later than 4 p.m. on the day follow- (2) In counting the absentee ballots, the board of absentee bal-
ing each such election or, in municipalities where absentee baw anvassers shall use 2 duplicate copies of a single poll list for
are canvassed under s. 7.52, by 4 p.m. on the 2nd day followliAg entire municipality prepared in accordance with s. 6.36 (2).
eachsuch election, and no later than 4 p.m. on the day after rec&i?on accepting each absentee ballot, the board of absentee ballot
ing any corrected ’returns under s. 6.221 (6) (b). The person defRpvassers shall enter a poll list number on the poll list next to the
ering the returns shall be paid out of the municipal treadtagh name othe elector who voted the ballot, beginning with the num-

clerk shall retain ballots, statements, tally sheets, or envelog& one. If the elector’s name does not appear on the poll list, the
received by the clerk until destruction is authorized under s. 7/2@ard of absentee ballot canvassers shall enter the number on a

(). separate list maintained under this subsection.
(6) ELECTRONICVOTING sysTewms. The procedure for canvass- (3) (@) The board of absentee ballot canvassers shall first open
ing of votes cast at polling places utilizing an electronic votir’%‘;&"““er envelope only, and, in such a manner that a member of

(b) The municipal clerk shall deliver all ballots, statement:
tally sheets, lists, and envelopes relating to a school district el
tion tothe school district clerk by 4 p.m. on the day following ea
such election. The municipal clerk shall deliver the ballots, sta

system in which ballots are distributed to electors shall follow tifé€ Public, if he or she desired, could hear, announce the name of
procedure for canvassing paper ballots insofar as applicable, absent elector or the identification serial number of the absent
the procedure for canvassing of votes cast at polling places utifector if the elector has a confidential listing under s. 6.47 (2).
ing an electronic voting machine shall follow the procedure fd¥henthe board of absentee ballot canvassers finds that the certifi-
canvassing of mechanical voting machines insofar as applicaE%t,lon has been properly executed and the applicant is a qualified
except as otherwise provided in ss. 5.85 to 5.89. elector ofthe ward or election district, the board of absentee ballot
History: 1971 c. 304 s. 29 (2); 1977 c. 29; 1977 ¢. 394 5. 53: 1977 c. 427, a¥@NVassers shall enter an indication on the poll list next to the
1979 c. 260 ss. 36, 48; 1979 c. 311; 1981 c. 4, 391; 1983 a. 183, 442; 1983 a. 4@pglicant’s name indicating an absentee ballot is cast by the elec-
76, 77, 172 (3); 1983 a. 538; 1985 a. 120, 304; 1987 a. 391; 1989 a. 56, 192; 1893 The board of absentee ballot canvassers shall then open the

2. 399, 1997 a. 127,199 a. 49, 182, 2001 a. 107, 109; 2003 a. 265; 2005 2. 451 gfi(falope containing the ballot in a manner so as not to deface or
Cross Reference:See also ch. GAB 5, Wis. adm. code. destroy the certification thereon. The board of absentee ballot

canvassershall take out the ballot without unfolding it or permit-

7.52 Canvassing of absentee ballots. (1) (a) The gov- ting it to be unfolded or examined. Unless the ballot is cast under
erning body of any municipality may provide by ordinance thas, 6.95, the board of absentee ballot canvassers shall verify that the
in lieu of canvassing absentee ballots at polling places undeballot has been endorsed by the issuing clerk. If the poll list indi-
6.88, the municipal board of absentee ballot canvassers desajes that proof of residence is required and no proof of residence
nated under s. 7.53 (2m) shall canvass all absentee ballots asahclosed or the name or address on the document that is pro-
elections held in the municipality. Prior to enacting an ordinanei&led is not the same as the name and address shown on the poll
under this subsection, the municipal clerk or board of electitist, the board of absentee ballot canvassers shall proceed as pro-
commissioners of the municipality shall notify the board in writvided under s. 6.97 (2). The board of absentee ballot canvassers
ing of the proposed enactment and shall consult with the boatthllmark the poll list number of each elector who casts an absen-
concerning administration of this section. At every election helele ballot on the back of the elector’s ballot. The board of absentee
in the municipality following enactment of an ordinance unddrallot canvasseishall then deposit the ballot into the proper ballot
this subsection, the board of absentee ballot canvassers shall baxxyand enter the absent elector’s name or poll list number after
time after the opening of the polls and before 10 p.m. on electivis or her name on the poll list.
day, publicly convene to count the absentee ballots for the munici{b) When the board of absentee ballot canvassers finds that a
pality. The municipal clerk shall give at least 48 hours’ notice gértification is insufficient, that the applicant is not a qualified
any meeting under this subsection. Any member of the public la#sctor in the ward or election district, that the ballot envelope is
the same right of access to a meeting of the municipal boarchgen or has been opened and resealed, that the ballot envelope
absentee ballot canvassers under this subsection that the indiyihtains more than one ballot of any one kind, or that the certifi-
ual would have under s. 7.41 to observe the proceedings at a R@lte of an elector who received an absentee ballot by facsimile
ing place. The board of absentee ballot canvassers may ordegigsmission or electronic mail is missing, or if proof is submitted
removal of any individual exercising the right to observe the prgy the board of absentee ballot canvassers that an elector voting an
ceedings if the individual disrupts the meeting. absentee ballot has since died, the board of absentee ballot can-

(b) A municipality that adopts the canvassing procedure und@ssers shall not count the ballot. Each member of the board of
this section may appoint additional inspectors under s. 7.30 (2)dbpentee ballot canvassers shall endorse every ballot not counted
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on the back as “rejected (giving the reason).” The board of absen{f) If corrected ballots under s. 5.06 (6) or 5.72 (3) are distrib-
tee ballot canvassers shall reinsert each rejected ballot into the wexd under s. 7.10 (3), only the votes cast on the corrected ballots
tificate envelope in which it was delivered and enclose the certifitay be counted for any office or referendum in which the original
cate envelopes and ballots, and securely seal the ballots balibts differ from the corrected ballots.
envelopes in an envelope marked for rejected absentee ballotyg) The board of absentee ballot canvassers shall place
The board of absentee ballot canvassers shall endorse the egyether all ballots counted by it that relate to any national, state,
lope as “rejected ballots,” with a statement of the ward or electigncounty office or any state, county, or technical college district
district and date of the election, and each member of the boargedérendum and secure them together so they cannot be untied or
absentee ballot canvassers shall sign the statement. The boafghfbered with without breaking the seal. The secured ballots,
absentee ballot canvassers shall then return the envelope confaijether with any ballots marked “Defective,” shall then be
ing the ballots to the municipal clerk. secured by the board of absentee ballot canvassers in the ballot
(4) (a) The board of absentee ballot canvassers shall then opantainer in such a manner that the container cannot be opened
the ballot box and remove and count the number of ballots thergithout breaking the seals or locks, or destroying the container.
without examination except as is necessary to ascertain that ebtod board of absentee ballot canvassers shall place the ballots cast
is a single ballot. If 2 or more ballots are folded together so asutwler s. 6.97 in a separate, securely sealed carrier envelope which
appear as a single ballot, the board of absentee ballot canvagsetkearly marked “Section 6.97 ballots.” Each member of the
shall lay them aside until the count is completed; and if, aftebaard ofabsentee ballot canvassers shall sign the carrier envelope.
comparison of the count and the appearance of the ballotJlie carrier envelope shall not be placed in the ballot container.
appears to the board of absentee ballot canvassers that the balluesboard of absentee ballot canvassers shall then deliver the bal-
folded together were voted by the same person they shall notdie to the municipal clerk in the ballot container and carrier enve-
counted but the board of absentee ballot canvassers shall nhaple.
them as to the reason for removal, set them aside, and carefullyh) For ballots that relate only to municipal or school district
preserveahem. The board of absentee ballot canvassers shall théfites or referenda, the board of absentee ballot canvassers, in
proceed under par. (b). lieu of par. (a), after counting the ballots shall return them to the
(b) When during the counting of the ballots cast at an electiproperballot boxes, lock the boxes, paste paper over the slots, sign
the board of absentee ballot canvassers finds that a ballot igh&dr names to the paper, and deliver them and the keys therefor
defective that it cannot determine with reasonable certainty forthe municipal or school district clerk. The clerk shall retain the
whom it was cast, the board of absentee ballot canvassers shddiedlots until destruction is authorized under s. 7.23.
mark the ballot and preserve it. The board of absentee ballot cang) All absentee certificate envelopes that have been opened
vassershall not count the vote cast on the ballot for any office fghall be returned by the board of absentee ballot canvassers to the
which it determines the ballot to be defective. municipalclerk in a securely sealed carrier envelope that is clearly
(c) Whenever the number of ballots exceeds the number of voiarked “used absentee certificate envelopes.” The envelopes
ing electors as indicated on the poll list, the board of absentee sARIl be signed by each member of the board of absentee ballot
lot canvassers shall place all ballots face up to check for blank lg&lnvassers. Except when the ballots are used in a municipal or
lots. In this paragraph, “blank ballot” means a ballot on which sghool district election only, the municipal clerk shall transmit the
votes are cast for any office or question. The board of abseriteéed envelopes to the county clerk.
ballot canvassers shall mark, lay aside, and preserve any blanks) The vote of any absent elector may be challenged for cause
ballots. Ifthenumber of ballots still exceeds the number of votingnd the board of absentee ballot canvassers shall have all the
electorsthe board of absentee ballot canvassers shall place all lpawerand authority given the inspectors to hear and determine the
lots face down and proceed to check for the initials. The boardeality of the ballot theame as if the ballot had been voted in per-
absentee ballot canvassers shall mark, lay aside, and preservesany

ballot not bearing the initials of the municipal clerk. During the (6) (a) The board of absentee ballot canvassers shall review
count, the board of absentee ballot canvassers shall count thagay certificate envelope to determine whether any absentee bal-
ballots cast by challenged electors the same as the other ballRfis cast by an elector whose name appears on the poll list as ineli-

(d) The board of absentee ballot canvassers shall keep a wrigfigife to vote at the election, including ineligibility to vote by rea-
statement, in duplicate, of the number of ballots set aside andgba of a felony conviction. If the board of absentee ballot
number ofdefective ballots and challenged ballots. The statemesinvassers receives an absentee ballot that has been cast by an
shall contain a record of the reasons for setting aside each balettor whose name appears on the poll list as ineligible to vote,
and the reasons why each defective or challenged ballot is detlae-inspectors shall challenge the ballot in the same manner as pro-
tive or challenged. The board of absentee ballot canvassers shd#d for inspectors making challenges under s. 6.92 and shall
certify that the statement is correct, sign it, and attach it to the tetfgat the ballot in the manner as provided for treatment of chal-
sheets. lenged ballots by inspectors under s. 6.95.

(e) If, after any ballots have been set aside, the number of bal{b) Any elector may challenge for cause any absentee ballot.
lots still exceeds the total number of electors recorded on the gadr the purpose of deciding upon ballots that are challenged for
list, the board of absentee ballot canvassers shall place the abaey-reason, the board of absentee ballot canvassers may call
tee ballots in the ballot box and one of the members shall publiblyfore itany person whose absentee ballot is challenged if the per-
and without examination draw therefrom by chance the numlsem is available to be called. If the person challenged refuses to
of ballots equal to the excess number of ballots. All ballots aaswer fully any relevant questions put to him or her by the board
removedshall not be counted but shall be specially marked as haf-absentee ballot canvassers under s. 6.92, the board of absentee
ing been removed by the board of absentee ballot canvasserbailot canvassers shall reject the perswats. If the challenge is
original canvass due to an excess number of ballots, set aside, otdvithdrawn after the person offering to vote has answered the
preserved When the number of ballots and total shown on the pajlestionspne of the members of the board of absentee ballot can-
list agree, the board of absentee ballot canvassers shall returmadbsers shall administer to the person the following oath or affir-
ballots to becounted to the ballot box and shall turn the ballot baxation: “You dosolemnly swear (or affirm) that: you are 18 years
in such manner as to thoroughly mix the ballots. The boardaffage; you are a citizen of the United States; you are now and for
absentee ballot canvassers shall then open, count, and record @hgays have been a resident of this ward except under s. 6.02 (2),
number of votes. When the ballots are counted, the boardst#ts.; you have not voted at this election; you have not made any
absentee ballot canvassers shall separate them into piles for tbetl-or wager or become directly or indirectly interested in any bet
lots similarly voted. Objections may be made to placement of bak wager depending upon the result of this election; you are not on
lots in the piles at the time the separation is made. any other ground disqualified to vote at this election.” If the per-
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son challenged refuses to take the oath or affirmation, the pers@a@ssons/oted for and the number of votes for each person for each
vote shall be rejected. If the person challenged answers fullyralinicipal office, the names tife persons declared by the inspec-
relevantguestions put to the elector by the board of absentee balot or board of absentee ballot canvassers to have won nomina-
canvasserander s. 6.92, takes the oath or affirmation, and fulfillson or election to each municipal office, and the number of votes
the applicable registration requirements, and if the answers to ¢hst for and against each municipal referendum question.

questions given by the person indicate that the person meets thez) MunicipaLITIES wiTH 2 ORMORE WARDS. (a) 1. Except as
voting qualification requirements, the person’s vote shall Bgovided in par(c), the municipal board of canvassers for munici-
received. pal elections in each municipality utilizing more than one polling
(7) The board of absentee ballot canvassers shall maintplace shall be composed of the municipal clerk and 2 other quali-
tally sheets on forms provided by the municipal clerk, which shéikd electors of the municipality appointed by the clerk. The mem-
state the total number of votes cast for each office and for edetis of the board of canvassers shall serve for 2—year terms com-
individual receiving votes for that office, whether or not the indimencing ordanuary 1 of each odd—numbered year, except that any
vidual’'sname appears on the ballot, and shall state the vote for amember who is appointed to fill a permanent vacancy shall serve
against each proposition voted on. Upon completion of the cdor the unexpired term of the original appointee.
vass of the absentee ballots, the board of absentee ballot canvass, If the municipal clerk’s office is vacant or if the clerk cannot
ers shall immediately complete statements in duplicate. The stgi@form his or her duties, the mayor, president or board chairper-
mentsshall state the excess, if any, by which the number of ballgsn of the municipality shall designate another qualified elector
exceeds the number of electors voting as shown by the poll sthe municipality to serve in lieu of the clerk for that election.
used by the board of absentee ballot canvassers under this sectioR |t the clerk is a candidate at an election being canvassed,

and shall state the poll list number of the last elector as shownyy clerk may perform his or her duties on the board of canvassers
the poll list. Each member of the board of absentee ballot caRy if the clerk does not have an opponent whose name appears
vassers shall then certify to the correctness of the statements éne ballot, or in the case of a recount, if the office the clerk is
tally sheets and sign their names. All other election Of“f":'ag-‘eking is not a subject of the recount. If the clerk is a candidate
assisting with the tally shall also certify to the correctness of thethe election being canvassed and has an opponent whose name
tally sheets.When the tally is complete, the board of absentee bghyears othe ballot or if the office the clerk is seeking is a subject

lot canvassers shall publicly announce the results from the stajez recount, the mayor, president or board chairperson of the
ments, and the records of the count are open to public INspeChQhhicipality shall designate another qualified elector of the
and copying under s. 19.35 (1). municipality to serve in lieu of the elector for that election.

(8) The board of absentee ballot canvassers shall make full 4 ¢ any other member of the board of canvassers is a candi-
and accurate return of the votes cast for each candidate and prgggs at the election being canvassed, the clerk shall appoint
sition on the tally sheet forms. Each tally sheet shall record $jgothemqualified elector of the municipality to temporarily fill the
returns for each office or referendum by ward, unless C(?mb'n_\%’cancy.
returns are authorized in accordance with s. 5.15 (6) (b), in whlch(c) In cities of more than 500,000 population, the board of elec-

case the tally sheet shall record the returns for gaelp of com- . oyl
binedwards. After recording the votes, the board of absentee l:}z'a(f n commissioners shall act as the board of canvassers.

lot canvassers shall seal in a carrier envelope outside the ballot bal (rjn)f If one or moredtempot:ary va(t:)anmfes on tt)he mu:’uape;ll
or container one inspector’s statement under sub. (4) (d), one t of canvassers reduces the number of members to less than

sheet, and one poll list for delivery to the county clerk, unless thet"e municipal clerk shall appoint a member to fill each vacancy,
election relates only to municipal or school district offices or refXCept ircities of more than 500,000 population. In cities of more
n 500,000 population, the executive director of the board of

erenda. The board of absentee ballot canvassers shall also . U hall ber of the board of
larly seal one statement, one tally sheet, and one poll list for def€tion commissioners shall serve as a member of the board o
canvassers to fill a temporary vacancy on that board.

ery to the municipal clerk. @ Th inal board of hal bublicl
; il ; e municipal board of canvassers shall publicly canvass
(9) The governing body of any municipality that has provide deturns of every election. The canvass shall begin within 24

rdinan n nder . (1) for th n ing of
by ordinance enacted under sub. (1) for the canvassing of abse urs after the polls close. After any canvass of the absentee bal-

ballots at all elections held in the municipality under this secti | leted und 752 the board of hall
may by similar action rescind that decision. Thereafter, the abs 5.:3 c[?mp”el_e l#nh er IS 2, he oar bo %anvass%rs”s all Lec—
tee ballots at all elections held in the municipality shall be caﬁr-‘c' e thepoll list of the electors who vote by absentee ballot wit
; ; he corresponding poll list of the electors who vote in person to
vassed as provided in s. 6.88. .
History: 2005 . 451. ensure that no elector is allowed to cast more than one ballot. If
an elector who votes in person has submitted an absentee ballot,

7.53 Municipal canvass. (1) MUNICIPALITIES WITH ONE the absentee ballot is void. At the spring election, the board of can-

POLLING PLACE. Where the municipality constitutes one ward ofassers shall publicly declare the results on or before the 2nd
combines all wards to utilize a single polling place under s. 5.15€sday in April. The board of canvassers shall prepare a state-
(6) (b), the canvass of the votes cast at the polling place shallgntshowing the results of each election for any municifaef
conducted publicly under s. 7.51 and the inspectors, other tfal§l €ach municipal referendum. After each primary for munici-
any inspector appointed under s. 7.30 (1) (b), shall act as offices, the board of canvassers shall prepare a statement certi-
municipal board of canvassers. In municipalities where absenfé@9 the names of those persons who have won nomination to

ballots are canvassed under s. 7.52. #itecanvass of the absen0fice. After each other election for a municipal office and each
. jypicipal referendum, the board of canvassers shall prepare a

tee ballots is completed under s. 7.52, the board of absentee b - X

canvassers shall reconcile the poll list of the electors who vote§fermination showing the names of the persons who are elected
absentedallot with the corresponding poll list of the electors whi® €ach municipal office and the results of each municipal referen-
vote inperson to ensure that no elector is allowed to cast more thf- The board of canvassers shall file each statement and deter-

one ballot. If an elector who votes in person has submitted Bif1ation in the office of the municipal clerk or board of election
absentee ballot, the absentee ballot is void. Upon completiorPBf1MISSIONErs.

the canvass under this subsection and any canvass that is cof2mM) BOARD OF ABSENTEE BALLOT CANVASSERs. (a) If a
ductedunder s. 7.52 and ascertainment of the results by the insgégnicipality elects to count absentee ballots in the manner pro-
tors or, in municipalities where absentee ballots are canvas¥ited for in s. 7.52, the municipality shall establish a board of
under s. 7.52, by the inspectors and the board of absentee bafentee ballot canvassers as provided in par. (b).

canvassers, the municipal clerk shall publicly read to the inspec+(b) Except as provided in par. (c), the municipal board of
tors or the board of absentee ballot canvassers the names oalbisentee ballot canvassers shall be composed of the municipal
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clerk, or a qualified elector of the municipality designated by thiene allowed for filing an appeal has passed, or if appealed until
clerk, and 2 other qualified electors of the municipality appointéde appeal is decided.

by the clerk. The members of the board of absentee ballot camtistory: 1971 c. 304 s. 29 (2); 1977 c. 290, 427, 447; 1979 c. 260; 1981 c. 314;
vassers shall serve for 2—year terms Commencing on January 1!_9%" a18_3, 484, 1985 a 225; 1985 a 304 ss. 93, 155; 1987 a. 391; 1989 a. 192; 1995
each odd-numbered year, except that any member who®it® S % 1999 1822005 a. 451; 2007 a. 96.

appointed tdill a permanent vacancy shall serve for the unexpirefls s ~gntested elections

2 . e S In all contested election cases
term of the original appointee. If the municipal clerk’s office E '

if the clerk and the clerk’s desi ¢ e contesting parties have the right to have the ballots opened and
va%antc?r It er? erk and the c%r S esE;ne%cahnr.lot per ormf Shave all errors of the inspectors, either in counting or refusing

or her duties, the mayor, president, or board chairperson of {3t any ballot, corrected by the board of canvassers or court
municipality shall designate another qualified elector of g, qing the contest. The ballots and related materials may be

municipality to serve in lieu of the clerk for that election. If th§,oneqonly in open session of the board of canvassers or in open
clerk is acandidate at an election being canvassed, the clerk or rt and in the presence of the official having custody of them
clerk’s designee may perform the clerk’s duties on the board 0 istory: 1983 a. 484 '

absentedallot canvassers only if the clerk does not have an oppo-

nent whose name appears on the ballot. If the clerk is a candigag®y County canvass. (1) KeeporricEoPEN. On election
at the election being canvassed by the board of absentee bﬁi@\ the county clerk shall keep the clerk’s office open to receive

canvassers and has an opponent whose name appears on thgsbgs from the ward inspectors and shall post all returns.
lot, the mayor, president, or board chairperson of the municipalit

shall designate another qualified elector of the municipality
serve in lieu of the clerk and his or her designee for that electi
If any other member of the board of absentee ballot canvasse

(2) CouNTY BOARD OF CANVASSERS. The county clerk and 2
alified electors of the county appointed by the clerk constitute
éfscounty board of canvassers. The members of the board of can-

a candidate at the election being canvassed, the clerk shall app&ﬁiers shall serve for 2-year terms commencing on January 1 of

o P s ach odd-numbered year, except that any member who is
sgg;kl\qiryquahfled elector of the municipality to temporarily fill th ppointed tdill a permanent vacancy shall serve for the unexpired

o . L term of the original appointee. One member of the board of can-
(c) Nothing in this subsection precludes a municipal clerk frosserghall belong to a political party other than the clerk’s. The
appointing individuals to the board of absentee ballot canvassgggnty clerk shall designate a deputy clerk who shall perform the
who are simultaneously serving on any other board of canvassgiirk's duties as a member of the board of canvassers in the event
(3) SCHOOLDISTRICTELECTIONS. (&) Ina common, union high thatthe county clerk’s office is vacant, or the clerk cannot perform
or unified school district, the school district clerk shall appoints or her duties. If the county clerk and designated deputy clerk
qualifiedelectors of the school district prior to the date of the elegre both unable to perform their duties, the county executive or,
tion being canvassed who shall, with the school district clerkthere is no county executive, the chairperson of the county board
constitute the school district board of canvassers. If the scheplsupervisors shall designate another qualified elector of the
district clerk is a candidate at the election being canvassed, gb@nty to perform the clerk’s duties. If a member other than the
other 2 members of the board of canvassers shall designate &Rtk cannot perform his or her duties, the clerk shall appoint
member to serve in lieu of the clerk for that election. The schegiother member to serve. Except as otherwise provided in this
district clerk shall appoint a member to fill any other temporagubsection, no person may serve on the county board of canvass-
vacancy on the board of canvassers. The canvass shall begisr& the person is a candidate for an office to be canvassed by that
soon as possible after receipt of the returns, and shall contirgtgard. If the clerk is a candidate at an election being canvassed,
without adjournment, until completed. The board of canvassefig clerk may perform his or her duties on the board only if the
may return defective returns to the municipal board of canvassglesk has no opponent whose name appears on the ballot, or, in the
in the manner provided in s. 7.60 (3). The board of canvassgsse of a recount, if the office the clerk is seeking is not a subject
shall prepare a written statement showing the numbers of vog@she recount. If lists of candidates for the county board of can-
castfor each person for each office and for and against each quegssers are submitted to the county clerk by political party county
tion and shall prepare a determination showing the names of gaghmittees, the lists shall consist of at least 3 names and the clerk
persons who are elected to the school board and the results ofsial choose the board members from the lists. Where there is a
school district referendum. Following each primary election, th@untyboard of election commissioners, it shall serve as the board
board ofcanvassers shall prepare a statement certifying the nameganvassers. If the county board of election commissioners
of the persons who have won nomination to the school boaggrves as the board of canvassers, the executive director of the
Each statement and determination shall be attested by each ot#igty board of election commissioners shall serve as a member
canvassers. The board of canvassers shall file each statemenpgiige board of canvassers to fill a temporary vacancy on that
determination in the school district office. The school distrigjoard.
clerk shall certify nominations after each primary and issue certif- 3) CanvassinG. Not later than 9 a.m. on the Thursday after

icates of election to persons who are elected to the school bagifly election the county board of canvassers shall open and pub-
after each election in the manner provided in sub. (4). licly examine the returns. If returns have not been received from

(b) In a 1st class city school district, the municipal board ghy election district or ward in the county, they shall dispatch a
canvassers or election commissioners shall determine the resiéssenger and the person having them shall deliver the returns to
of school district elections and referenda and shall file a writtgie messengetf, on examination, any of the returns received are
statement and determination of the results for each election g@gdnformal or defective that the board cannot intelligently can-
referendum in the 6€e of the city clerk or board of election com-yass them, they shall dispatch a messenger to deliver the returns
missioners. The board of election commissioners or city cleslick to the municipal board of canvassers with written specifica-
shall certify nominations after each primary and issue certificai@sns of the informalities or defects and command them to imme-
of election to persons who are elected to the board of school dirgigtely complete the returns or remedy the defects in the manner
tors after each election in the manner provided in sub. (4).  required and deliver them to the messenger. Every messenger

(4) CerTIFICATE OFELECTION. As soon as the deadline for fil- shall safely keep all returns, show them to no one but the munici-
ing a petition for a recount has passed, the municipal clerk shzl clerk and board of canvassers and deliver them to the county
issue promptly a certificate of election to each person electeccterk with all possible dispatch. To acquire the necessary full
any municipal office. When a valid petition for a recount is filedeturns and remedy any informalities or defects the county board
the municipal clerk shall not issue the certificate of election for tleé canvassers may adjourn not longer than one day at a time nor
office in question until the recount has been completed and there than 2 days in all.
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(4) STATEMENTSAND DETERMINATIONS. (a) The board of can- names, party or principle designation, if any, and number of votes
vassers shall make separate duplicate statements showingrebeived by each candidate recorded in the same manner. The
numbers of votes cast for the offices of president and vice presiunty clerk shall deliver or transmit the certified statement to the
dent;state officials; U.S. senators and representatives in congregsiernment accountability board no later than 7 days after each
state legislators; justice; court of appeals judge; circuit judggsimary except the September primaryjater than 10 days after
district attorneys; and metropolitan sewerage commissionersthié€ September primary and any other election except the general
the commissioners are elected under s. 200.09 (11) (am). Hlection, and no later than 14 days after the general election. The
municipal judge elected under s. 755.01 (4) serves a municipabityard of canvassers shall deliver or transmit a certified copy of
that is located partially within the county and candidates for theaich statement for any technical college district referendum to the
judgeship file nomination papers in another county, the boardssfcretary of the technical college district board.
canvassers shall prepare a duplicate statement showing the nunb) If the board of canvassers becomes aware of a material mis-
bers of votes cast for that judgeship in that county for transmittake in the canvass of an election for state or national office or a
to the other county. For partisan candidates, the statements shatewide or technical college district referendum prior to the
include the political party or principle designation, if any, next tlose of business on the day the government accountability board
the name of each candidate. The board of canvassers shall @geives returns from the last county board of canvassers with
prepare a statement showing the results of any county, technieabect to that canvass, the board of canvassers may petition the
college district, or statewide referendum. Each statement skglernment accountability board to reopen and correct the can-
state the total number of votes cast in the county for each offigass. The government accountability board shall direct the can-
the names of all persons for whom the votes were cast, as returpags to be reopened and corrected if it determines that the public
the number of votes cast for each person; and the number of virigsrest so requires. If the government accountability board
cast for and against any question submitted at a referendum. dinects the canvass to be reopened, the board of canvassers shall
board ofcanvassers shall use one copy of each duplicate statenresbnvene and transmit a certified corrected copy of the canvass
to report to the government accountability board, technical cgtatement to the government accountability board or secretary of
lege district board, or board of canvassemnyfother county and the technical college district board.
shall file the other statement in the office of the county clerk or (6) CerriFicaTEOFELECTION. Immediately after expiration of
board of election commissioners. the time allowed to file a petition for a recount the county clerk

(b) The board of canvassers shall then prepare a written detdiall issue a certificate of election to each person who is elected
mination, in duplicate where necessary, giving the names of theany county office. The certificate notice shall state the amount
persons elected to any county office and to any municipal judgg-the required official bond, if any. When a petition for a recount
ship if the judge is elected under s. 755.01 (4) and candidatesi¢diled, the county clerk shall not issue the certificate of election
that judgeship file nomination papers in that county. The boardfof the ofice in question until the recount has been completed and
canvassers shall likewise prepare a written determination shake time allowed for filing an appeal has passed, or if appealed
ing the results of any county referendum. Following any primamntil the appeal is decided.
election,the board of canvassers shall prepare a statement certify(7) OFEICIAL CANVASS RECORD. After the certificates of elec-
ing the names of all persons who have won nomination to af¥h have been prepared under sub. (6), the county clerk shall
county office or any municipal judgeship, if the judge is electegtainone copy of the itial canvass for county offices and refer-
under s. 755.01 (4) and candidates for that judgeship file nomigada in his or her office for public inspection.
tion papers in that county. The board of canvassers shall file allistory: 1971 ¢. 304 s. 29 (2); 1973 ¢. 334 ss. 14, 57; 1975 c. 93, 199; 1977 c. 187,

statements and determinations in the office of the county cIerkggg, 41132;7 197399 g %&2603,‘ l35159;911981 3cl. él: 115533 a. 51945, fgglé 53?;5 é9856';1.28?,9384,
1 1 i y a. N a. y a. N a. N a. S. N a.

board of electlo.n commissioners. o 182: 2001 a. 107, 109; 2005 a. 451; 2007 a. 1.

(c) In preparing the statements and determinations, the boar

of canvassers shall carefully review the tally sheets and inspéct0 State canvass. (1) RECORDING AND PRESERVING
tors’ statement. The board of canvassers may omit the namesegURrNs. (a) Upon receipt of the certified statements from the
individuals whose names do not appear on the ballot and wdaunty clerks, the board shall record the election results by coun-
receive a&omparatively small number of votes. The board of caties and file and carefully preserve the statements.
vassers shall designate votes received by such individusdatas (b) If any county clerk fails or neglects to forward any state-
tering votes. The board of canvassers shall append to each statats, the board may require the clerk to do so immediately and
ment and determination a tabulation of the votes cast at e#ahot received by the 8th day after a primary, or by the 11th day
election district, ward or combination of wards authorized undgfter any other election, the board may dispatch a special messen-
s. 5.15 (6) (b) in the county for each office and each individugler to obtain them. Whenever it appears upon the face of any
whether the votes are canvassed or not, as well as the total egtement that an error has been made in reporting or computing,
vassed votes cast for each individual and each office, exce board may return it to the county clerk for correction.
where scattering votes are designated. If any votes are rejecte%) CANVASSING. (@) The chairperson of the board or a desig-
the board of canvassers shall specify the reasons therefor.  ee of the chairperson appointed by the chairperson to canvass a
(d) Each statement and determination issued under pars.sf@cific election shall publicly canvass the returns and make his
and (b) shall be certified as correct and attested to by each canvasker certifications and determinations on or betloee2nd Tues-
er’s signature. day following a spring primary, the 15th day of May following a
(5) ReporTING. (a) Immediately following the canvass, thespring election, the 3rd Wednesday following a September pri-
county clerk shall deliver or send to the government accountatsilary, the first day of December following a general election, the
ity board, by 1st class mail, a certified copy of each statement2sid Thursday following a special primary, or within 18 days after
the county board of canvassers for president and vice presidény, special election.
state officials, senators and representatives in congress, state legb) The chairperson of the board or the chairperson’s designee
islators justice, court of appeals judge, circuit judge, district attoshallexamine the certified statements of the county boards of can-
ney, and metropolitan sewerage commissioners, if the commiassers. If it appears that any material mistake has been made in
sioners are elected under s. 200.09 (11) (am). The statement shaltomputation of votes, or any county board of canvassers failed
record the returns for each office or referendum by ward, unléescanvass the votes or omitted votes from any ward or election
combinedreturns are authorized under s. 5.15 (6) (b) in which cadistrict in the county, the chairperson of the board or the chairper-
the statement shall record the returns for each group of combised’s designee may dispatch a messenger to the county clerk with
wards. Following primaries the county clerk shall enclose arritten instructions to certify the facts concerning the mistake or
forms prescribed by the government accountability board ttie reason why the votes were not canvassed. A clerk to whom
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such instructions are delivered shall immediately make a true g&tson’s designee shall not count or canvass any statement or
full answer, sign it, affix the county seal and deliver it to the meseturn which has been made by the county board of canvassers at
senger. The messenger shall deliver it with all possible dispagaty other time than that provided in s. 7.60. This provision does

to the board. not apply to any return made subsequent to a recount under s. 9.01,

(c) The chairperson of the board or the chairperson’s desigiéien the return is accepted in lieu of any prior return from the

shall conclude the state canvass within 10 days after its co¥ame county for the same office; or to a statement given to the
mencement. chairperson ofhe board or chairperson’s designee or a messenger

(d) When the certified statements and returns are received, JfBt bY the chairperson or designee to obtain a correction.
chairperson of the board or the chairperson’s designee shall prot®) CERTIFICATESOF ELECTION. (&) The board shall record in
ceed toexamine and make a statement of the total number of vog<office each certified statement and determination made by the
cast afny election for the offices involved in the election for preghairperson of the board or the chairperson’s designee. Immedi-
ident and vice president; a statement for each of the offices of gBtgly after the expiration of the time allowed to file a petition for
ernor, lieutenant governor, if a primary, and a joint statement f§countthe board shall make and transmit to each person declared
the offices of governor and lieutenant governor, if a general el€ected aertificate of election under the seal of the board. It shall
tion; a statement for each of the offices of secretary of state, sgl® prepare similar certificates, attested by the administrator of
treasurer, attorney general, and state superintendent; for U.S. Hi€lections division of the board, addressed to the U.S. house of
ator; representative in congress for each congressional district/§gesentatives, stating the names of those persons elected as rep-
state legislature; justice; court of appeals judge; circuit judge; digSentatives tthe congress from this state. In the case of U.S. sen-
trict attorney; metropolitan sewerage commission, if the comm@{0rs, the board shall prepare a certificate of elettioihe gover-
sioners are elected under s. 200.09 (11) (am); and for any reR4L'S signature, and the governor shall sign and affix the great seal
enda questions submitted by the legislature. of the state and transmit the certificate to }he president of the U.S.

(€) The chairperson of the board or the chairperson’s desig ate. The certificate shall be countersigned by the secretary of

: . If a person elected was elected to fill a vacancy, the certif-
shall make a special statement to the board as soon as pos : P A
after the canvass certifying: shall so state. When a valid petition for recount is filed, the

chairperson of the board or the chairperson’s designee may not

1. After each September primary, the name of each candid@ifiity a nomination, and the governor or board may not issue a
not defeated in the primary who receives at least 6% of the tdghificate ofelection until the recount has been completed and the
separatetate office except district attorney, and the percentagetgé appeal is decided.

the total vote received by that candidate. Such percentage shall b&)) For presidential electors, the board shall prepare a certifi-

calculatedwithin each district in the case of legislative candidateg,,; showing the determination of the results of the canvass and

2. After the general election, the name of each political pagfye names of the persons elected, and the governor shall sign, affix
which receives at least one percent of the vote cast in such elecigreat seal of the state, and transmit the certificate by registered
for any statewide office. mail to the U.S. administrator of general services. The governor

() The statements shall show the persons’ names receivgi@ll also prepare 6 duplicate originals of such certificate and
votes, and any referenda questions; the whole number of vateiver them to one of the presidential electors on or before the
given to each; and an individual listing by the districts or countiisst Monday after the 2nd Wednesday in December.
in which they were given. The names of persons not I’egu|a£[ﬁ)7‘-|izt207ry:4 4%‘997119 5.93042 3'1 23 6(5));3129873188 %34 3%415195875; 19{733 %‘,35" 113% 197379 f %8575’9
nominated who received only a comparatively small number ¥¥7.427, 449; c. 221, 260, 328, 1983 a. 484, a. 89, 304, a.39L; .
votes may be omitted and their votes designated as scatte%fé’al_gf’ 1995 a. 16 s. 2; 1997 a. 27; 1999 a. 150 s. 672; 1999 a. 182; 2005 a. 451;

votes. Unless aconstitutional amendment provides otherwise, it takfesfpon the cer-

. . . . ification of a statewide canvass of the votes as provided in sub. (3jh@&)egisla-
(@ F0”0W|ng_ each primary election, the chairperson of tH ehas the authority under Art. XII, s. 1 to adopt reasonable election laws to provide
board or the chairperson’s designee shall prepare a statsgnentthat state constitutional amendments are effective after canvass and certification.

tifying the results of the primary, which shall indicate the namé&éate v. Gonzales, 2002 WI 59, 253 Wis. 2d 134, 645 N.W.2d 264, 01-0224.
of the persons who have won nomination to any state or natio
office. Following each other election, the chairperson of the bo
or the chairperson’s designee shall prepare a statement certi
the results of the election and shall attach to the statement a ce
cate of determination which shall indicate the names of pers
who have been elected to any state or national office. The ch
person of the board or the chairperson’s designee shall like
prepare a statement and certificate for any statewide referend

The chairperson of the board or the chairperson’s designee s ; : P ;
deliver each statement and determination to the board. Staregaquwed duties under the constituteond laws of the United

. . t
() Whenever a referendum guestion submitted to a vote of the?Z) The presidential electors, when convened, shall vote by
ptect)pler:s “ark)]prov?ﬁ, the bc:jark()j shgll.re;:r?rd |t|and the steprgeta Aot for that person for president and that person for vice presi-
state SI a I?Vgl e recor g otutﬂ n te Vo uQ; con a:ptlﬁg t who are, respectively, the candidates of the political party
onginal enrofied laws passed at the next succeexaagon of the %Eich nominated them under s. 8.18, the candidates whose names

a)s Presidential electors meeting. (1) The electors for

ident and vice president shall meet at the state capitol follow-

“the presidential election at 12:00 noon the first Monday after
2nd VEdnesday in December. thiere is a vacancy in thefioke

an elector due to death, refusal to act, failure to attend or other
sethe electors present shall immediately proceed to fill by bal-
by a plurality of votes, the electoral college vacancy. When
lectors are present, or the vacancies filled, they shall perform

legislature and have the record published with the laws ther peared on the nomination papers filed under s. 8.20, or the can-
ate or candidates who filed their names under s. 8.185 (2),
pt that at least one of the persons for whom the electors vote

Whenever a constitutional amendment or other statewide vali
ing or ratifying referendum question which is approved by t%%‘

people does not expressly state the date of effectiveness, it "&Fnot be an inhabitant of this state. A presidential elector is not

become effective at the time the chairperson of the board or 1l ireq to vote for a candidate who is deceased at the time of the
chairperson’s designee certifies that the amendment or referﬁ%’eting

dum question is approved. _ _ History: 1979 c. 246.

(i) The chairperson of the board or the chairperson’s designee
shall canvass only regular returns made by the county board7&0 Notice of election. Personal service or service by first
canvassers and shall not count or canvass any additional or slgss mail of a certificate of election is official notification for all
plemental returns or statements made by the county board or el purposes to any person of his or her election to office.
other board or person. The chairperson of the board or the chaikistory: 1977 c. 427.
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