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Chapter NR 546
NEWSPAPER RECYCLING FEE
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Note: Corrections made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Register, August, 1%9iinually to the department the total amount of newsprint pur-
No. 500. chased during the preceding calendar year and total amount of

NR 546.01 Purpose. The purpose of this chapter is tOrecycled content newsprint purchased during the preceding calen-

; ; ; year. The annual report shall be submitted on forms supplied
:fitrimligt]r;tjifr? gfn ?heeIr ﬁe\?vizgp}ers rtg(t:sy.al;g;t]t]eeel.mplementanon ggqhe department. The annual report for 1992 shall be submitted

History: Cr. Register, October, 1993, No. 454, eff. 11-1-93. to the department within 30 days after November 1, 1993. In sub-
sequentears, annual reports shall be submitted to the department

NR 546.02 Applicability. This chapter applies to all news-on or before March 31 of each year.

paper publishers. Note: This form may be obtained from the Department of Natural Resources,
History: Cr. Register, October, 1993, No. 454, eff. 11-1-93 Bureau of Waste Management at 101 S. Webster St., P.O. Box 7921, Madison, WI
T ' ' e ' 53707.
NR 546.03 Definitions. In this chapter: (2) Central printers which provide printing services for pub-

(1) “Actual recycled content” means the average of thishers may report on behalf of publishers for which they provide

recycled content of all newsprint used by a newspaper publisR8FVices, if both of the following apply:
to print newspapers during the year, expressed as a decimal. (a) The average recycled content level for all newspapers

(2) “Central printer” means a facility that prints publicationgrinted at the central printing facility and for which this chapter

for one or more publishers. applies, meets specified target recycled content levels.
(3) “Circulation” means the number of paid subscribers plus (b) The report s signed by each publisher.
street sales or the number distributed at no cost. (3) Central printers may report the average recycled content

(4) “Department” means the department of natural resourcésvel for all newspapers printed at the central printing facility and

(5) “Newspaper” has the meaning specified in s. 287.31 (pr which this chapter applies, instead of calculating recycled con-
(a), Stats. tent levels for individual newspapers.

(6) “Overissues” means newspapers, magazines and othe4) Newspaper publishers shedport for all newspapers pub-
printed publications that are printed for distribution or sale, blished in Wisconsin which are distributed out of state. Newspaper
which are returned undistributed or unsold or which otherwise fgiliblishers located outside of Wisconsin but which print in state,
to reach consumers. are not required to report.

(7) “Postconsumer waste” has the meaning specified in s.(5) The annual report shall consist of the following informa-
287.01 (7), Stats. This term includes overissues unless the depgih:
ment determines under s. NR 546.12 that existing markets for3) The total amount in tons of all newsprint purchased for the
recyclable magazines, newspapers or both are not SUff'C'e”hB?Nspaper.

3232:bs_tge87§88%¥ 2081‘7Trl1itesrltzzaaltss.collected by responsible unlts(b) The amount in tons of each type of recycled content news-

N . N . . i ._.print purchased as listed on the invoice from the supplier.
(8) “Publisher” means a person involved in and flnanmallf/) ; :
responsibldor the commercial production and issuance of printed (¢) The percent recycled content contained in each type of

information. paper purchased.

(9) “Recycled content” has the meaning specified in s. 287.31 (d) The average percent recycled content in the total newsprint
(1) (b), Stats. purchased.

(10) “Recycling status” means the target recycled content for (¢) The amount of newspaper recycling fee imposed, if any,
the year minus the actual recycled content for the year. calculated in accordance with s. NR 546.06.

(11) “Target recycled content” means the recycled content for (6) Each newspaper publisher or central printer shall obtain
the specified year as set forth in s. 287.31 (3) (c), Stats., expressedices indicating the recycled content and amounts purchased
as a decimal. in tons from each newsprint manufacturer, printer and supplier

History: Cr. Register, October, 1993, No. 454, eff. 11-1-93. providing newsprint to the newspaper publisher or central printer.
History: Cr. Register, October, 1993, No. 454, eff. 11-1-93.

NR 546.04 Target recycled content.  Each newspaper

publisher shall meet or exceed the target postconsumer recyclefir 546 06 Calculation of fees. (1) The amount of the

co?tent olr gay atfeet for n_o;gg/e_etirigége t"‘g%%t'gghzesynirqgg‘;ﬁ'éa/spaper recycling fee to be paid by each newspaper publisher
%gggeg;é%/e_ cl%nggn s;&%g? ZOI‘E} - 1982 d 19'99 :5'5} in 20npder this chapter is 1% of the total cost of newsprint purchased
and t’hereoalllt]er an , 407010 an » 497010 print the newspaper during the year multiplied by the recycling

History: Cr. Register, October, 1993, No. 454, eff. 11-1-93. status. . .
(2) The amount of the newspaper recycling fee to be paid by
NR 546.05 Reporting requirements. (1) Except as each newspaper publisher under this chapter shall be calculated
provided in subs. (2) to (6) each newspaper publisher shall repging the following formula:
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Fee = 0.01 x total newsprint cost x [target recycled content — (b) Divide the amount of newsprint determined under par. (a)

actual recycled content] by the total amount of newsprint purchased by the newspaper pub-
Note: Sample Calculationin 1994, a newspaper publisher purchases 5,000 tofi§her during the year.
of newsprint at $500 per ton. The target recycled content for 1994 i{.25p46The (C) Multiply the number determined under par (b) by the
average recycled content of all the newsprint purchased was 15% (.15). t of th I f lculat d. d NR
FEE = 0.01 x $2,500,000 x [0.25 - 0.15] amount of the newspaper recycling fee calculated under s.
FEE = $2500 546.06.
History: Cr. Register, October, 1993, No. 454, eff. 11-1-93. (3) The publisher shall submit the reduced fee at the time the

request for reduction of fees and the annual report are submitted.

NR 546.07 Exceptions. The newspaper recycling fee History: Cr. Register, October, 1993, No. 454, eff. 11-1-93.

under this chapter does not apply to the following:

(1) A newspaper publisher which meets or exceeds the targetNR 546.09 Collection of fees. (1) Each year, each
recycled content. newspaper publisher shall submit the calculated féeetdepart-

(2) A newspaper publisher that meets all of the following crinent with the annual report. The fee shall be paid in the form of
teria: check or money order payable to the department.

(@) The publisher is unable to obtain recycled newsprint in suf- (2) If @ newspaper publisher requests an exemption from or
ficient quantity. reduction of the fee, the department shall review and either

(b) The publisher has attempted to obtain recycled newsp/Prove, deny or deem incomplete the request for exemption
from every producer of recycled newsprint that offered to sdfithin 45 business days after receiving the request. If the depart-
recycled newsprint to the publisher within the preceding 1r%ent does not review and either approve, deny or deem incom-
months. plete the request for exemption within 45 business days after

(c) The publisher submits to the department with the ann I§peving the request, thg 45 day period is extended for 30 busi-
report documentation of its attempts to purchase recycled con ?sgggﬁ‘ignh; dseopabrhngﬁ]rgsssfaélgri t(?o?](;tti?gtége e;en;gtllg? ‘gf'tk,:'r?e
newsprint. Documentation shall include the name and addres y pp

each supplier of recycled newsprint that the publisher contac rgf’lte'?jn'trl]feagee);?{rnnpet:]c;nsLrngSgLéeg#Céf'}acg;t?gnf%? \';h n?rt]e
and the name and telephone number of the contact person at ! P d and ¢ p he diff ly h
of the suppliers. Uestwas not approved, and a statement for the difference in the

gén;ount paid by the newspaper publisher from the actual fee
. h oy uired within 45 business days after receiving the request. Fees
than 20,000 and which meets all of the following criteria:  yavaple in accordance with this subsection shall be paid to the
(@) The publisher submits a written request to the departmgabartment within 45 business days of the statement date.

with the annual report for an exemption from the newspapeHistory: Cr. Register, October, 1993, No. 454, eff. 11-1-93.
recycling fee. ) )

(b) The publisher provides documentation from its suppliers NR 546.10 - Recordkeeping. ~Each newspaper publisher
or central printer that the quoted price of recycled content nev§§-""II maintain records under this chapter for at least 3 years,
print needed to meet the average target recycled content levelfgardless of whether annual reports are submitted by a central
the year exceeded the purchase price of 100% virgin newsprintpég‘ter- Records shall be made available to the department upon
10% or more for each purchase. request. _

(c) The publisher provides an explanation and documentation' S'°: C"- Register, October, 1993, No. 454, eff. 11-1-93.
of the financial hard_ship created l_)y cqmpliance with the target NR 546.11 Use of revenues. The newspaper recycling
recycledcontent requirements specified in s. 287.31 (3) (c), Staises collected under this chapter shall be deposited in the recycl-

and s. NR 546.04. ing fund under s. 25.49, Stats.
History: Cr. Register, October, 1993, No. 454, eff. 11-1-93. History: Cr. Register, October, 1993, No. 454, eff. 11-1-93.

NR 546.08 Reduction of fees. (1) The departmentshall ~ NR 546.12 Criteria and procedures for determining
reduce the newspaper recycling fee imposed on a newspaper gtus of overissues. (1) Overissues of newspapers, maga-
lisher if it determines that the newspaper publisher purchasgfles or both shall be excluded from the definition of postcon-
newsprint under a contract signed on or before July 1, 1989 &jgher waste under this chapter if the department determines that
all of the following apply: any of the following conditions exist:

(@) The contract requires the newspaper publisher to accepta) Based on annual reports submitted by responsible units, the
and pay for newsprint having a recycled content less than the tfrount of newspapers or magazines from residential sources col-
get content specified in s. 287.31 (3) (c), Stats., and s. NR 546/@dtedand marketed by responsible units statewide falls below the

(b) The contract does not contain language releasing the nemgiimum recovery level@ecovery as a percentage olsdbnsin
paper publisher from the obligation to purchase and pay for theneration) in Table 1 for 1995 or any subsequent year.
newsprin_lupon enactment of laws by this state relating to taxation (b) Newspapers or magazines from residential sources col-
or recycling of newsprint. lected and marketed by responsible units statewide fall below the

(c) The publisher submits a written request for a reduction wiinimum tonnages in Table 1 for 1995 or any subsequent year.
fees with the annual report and provides a copy of the contractc) The department receives in the calendar year variance

signed on or before July 1, 1989. requests for newspaper or magazine collection or both from 5%
(2) The reduced fee under this section shall be calculatedaismore of responsible units or from responsible units with
follows: approved, effective recycling programs representitogahof 5%

(a) Subtract the amount of newsprint subject to a contragtmore of the state’s population.
described isub. (1) (a) and (b) purchased by the newspaper pub-(d) The department grants a statewide variance from collection
lisher during the year from the total amount of newsprint puof either newspaper or magazines or both under s. 287.11 (2m),
chased by the newspaper publisher during the year. Stats.

Register, January, 2006, No. 601



215

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

NR 546.12

Unofficial Text (See Printed Volume). Current through date and Register shown on Title Page.

TABLE 1

PAPER GRADE

1995-1996
CALENDAR YEAR

1997-1999
CALENDAR YEAR

2000-AND BEYOND CALENDAR YEAR

Minimum Recovery Minimum Tons

Minimum Recovery  Minimum Tons

Minimum Recovery  Minimum Tons

as % of Generation

Recovered and
Marketed
(thousands of tons)

as % of Generation

Recovered and
Marketed
(thousands of tons)

as % of Generation

Recovered and
Marketed
(thousands of tons)

Newspaper (ONP)
Magazine (OMG)

50
20

114
14.7

50
30

114
22.1

65
55

148.7
45

(2) For the calendar years 1993 and 1994, if the total statewitigice to interested persons as the department considers neces-
recovery rate for newspaper falls below 40% of generation sary.
91,000 tons, or if the total statewide recovery rate for magazines(s) The following actions shall be taken after a determination
falls below 15% of generation or 11,000 tons, the department shglinsufficient markets has been made under sub. (1):
issue an advisory of potential insufficient markets in 1995 and (3) Convening of task forcelf the department determines
under sub. (1) that existing markets for newspaper, magazine

(3) The department shall take into account economic fluctupaper or both are insufficient, the department shall convene an
tions inthe paper and publishing industries in determining the stemergencyask force. The task force shall be made up of an equal

beyond.

tus of overissues under this section.

under sub. (1):

beginning in 1996 and subsequent years.

(b) The definition of postconsumer waste shall exclude overis-

number of representatives from affected industries, trade groups,
(4) The following procedures shall apply to all determination@unicipal recycling officials, and environmental groups. The
department, based on the tas_k_ force_’s input, shall develop an
(a) If circumstances warrant a determination of insufficiection Plan to resolve the condition of insufficient markets.
marketdemand for newspapers, magazines or both under sub. | 1)ib) Task force action planThe action plan shall give top prior-

the department shall make the determination on or before Julyty fo maintaining the success of responsible unit collection pro-
grams. The action plan shall include the following:

1. A detailed assessment of the market problem.

sues of magazines, newspapers and other printed publications for2. Actions that industry, local governments and the state
the calendar year following the determination of insufficient maghould take to resolve the market problem.
3. A method for evaluating the results of the plan.

(c) The department shall consult with paper and printing indus- 4. Action plan evaluation. The department shall monitor
try representatives, trade groups, municipal recycling official@plementation of the action plan under subd. 3. and evaluate its
and environmental advocates prior to making a determinatigfiectiveness. Based on that evaluation, if the action plasucas
cessfully eliminated the condition of insufficient markets, the

ket demand.

under sub. (1).

(d) The department may hold a public hearing prior to maki

a determination under sub. (1).

(e) The department shall issue all decisions under sub. (1Jéz(lh
writing accompanied by the determinations of fact and concl

sions of law upon which the decision is based.

(f) The department shall notify newspaper publishers of th&sues.
decision under sub. (1) within 30 days and shall provide otheHistory: Cr. Register, October, 1993, No. 454, eff. 11-1-93

partment may rescind the determination under sub. (1) and the
finition of postconsumer waste shall include overissues of mag-
nes, newspapers, and other printed publications beginning on
uary 1 following the department’s determination. If the action
Hran has not eliminated the condition of insufficient markets, the

definition of postconsumer waste shall continue to exclude over-
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