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Chapter DHS 139

QUALIFICATIONS OF PUBLIC HEALTH PROFESSIONALS
EMPLOYED BY LOCAL HEALTH DEPARTMENTS

DHS 139.01  Authority and purpose. DHS 139.06 Public health sanitarians.
DHS 139.02 Applicability. DHS 139.07 Directors of environmental health programs.
DHS 139.03 Definitions. DHS 139.08 Public health nurses.

DHS 139.04 General requirement. DHS 139.09 Directors of public health nursing programs.
DHS 139.05 Local health officers.

Note: Chapters H 106 and HSS 155 as they existed on November 30, 1984 wi¢syelop public health policy for the state and direct state public
repealedand a new Chapter HSS 139 was created effective December 1Cha§4. h gﬁ%lth programs
ter HSS 139 was renumbered chapter HFS 139 under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 1., Stats., Horv: Cr Re istér July, 1998, No. 511, ef-1-98:corrections in (1) and (7)
corrections made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 6. and 7., Stats., Register, June, 1997, N'tg yd - 13992 A byYG 7 vt Registor ) 2008 No. 657
498. Chapter HFS 139 was repealed and recreated, Relyitet998, No. 511, eff. Made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 6. and 7., Stats., Register January 0.063/7.
8-1-98.Chapter HFS 139 was enumbered chapter DHS 139 under s. 13.92 (4)
(b) 1., Stats., and corrections made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register Janu- DHS 139.04 General requirement (1) Except as pro-

ary 2009 No. 637. vided in sub. (2), no person may be employed or may continue to
DHS 139.01 Authority and purpose.  This chapter is be employed by a local health department to perform the duties of

promulgated under the authority of ss. 250.04 (7), 250.06 (1) %gcal health dicer, public health sanitarian, public health nurse,

251.06(3) (e), Stats., to prescribe qualifications for certain profe r a%o:1l?rfsﬁgjvg?gg;?aemilnlheesegtnep(;cr)%rhaemmoere?slracetoc:uc;fli ﬁggtlilgns
sggijlrimcpzlg)égtsetirojfullsclaglgg e,\illtrglcliegf?lrfgg(.ents. set forth in this chapter. The state health officer may, on his or her

own initiative or upon request, review the qualifications of per-
DHS 139.02 Applicability.  This chapter applies to local sons applying for or functioning in positions described in this

governments that operate health departments established undgh@Pter. and may advise the employing unit whether it considers
251.02, Stats., to local boards of health that govern local he(ﬂbﬂerson applying for or functioning in a position described in this
departments, and to persons applying for appointment as“gfPter to be qualified or not under this chapter.
employed as a local health officer, public health sanitarian, direc-(2) Persons employed by local health departments on Decem-
tor of environmental health program, public health nurse or dirdeer 1, 1984 are exempt from the provisions of sub. (1) with the
tor of a general public health nursing program employed by a loggProval of the state health officer.
health department. History: Cr. Register, July, 1998, No. 511, e&f:.1-98.
History: Cr. Register, July, 1998, No. 511, ¢ff:1-98.
DHS 139.05 Local health officers. A local health dfcer
DHS 139.03 Definitions. In this chapter: shall meet the appropriate qualifications under s. 251.06 (1) and

(1) “Department” means the Wisconsin department of healfﬁ){ Stats. i
services. History: Cr. Register, July, 1998, No. 511, &ff.1-98.

(2) “Director of environmental health program” means the . o .
person in charge of planning, directing, supervising and evalu%%DHS 139.06 Public health sanitarians. = A public health

ing the environmental health services program for a local heal nitarian shgll be qualified |n.0ne of the foIIovvllnglways:
department. (1) By being currently registered as a sanitarian under ch.

(3) “Director of public health nursing program” means th&?HS 160. . . )
person in charge of planning, directing, supervising and evaluat-(2) By meeting the training requirement under s. DHS 160.05
ing the general public health nursing services program for a lo€hl (), (b) or (c) and either having or being in the process of

health department. acquiringthecorresponding work experience that is a prerequisite
(4) “Local health department” means an agency of local go or taking the registered sanitarian examination under ch. DHS
0.

ernment that takes any of the forms SpECIerd ins. 250.01 ( Mistory: Cr. Register, July, 1998, No. 511, eff. 8-1-98; correction in (1) and (2)
Stats. made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Register, June, 2001, Noo&46tions

(5) “Local health officer” means the person in charge of ‘4 (1) and (2) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register January 2009 No 637.
local health department including general administration and the ) )
supervision of personnel who direct or carry out public health DHS 139.07  Directors of environmental health pro-
nursing and environmental health programs and other progra@igms. The director of an environmental health program shall
or units of the local health department. be one of the following:

(6) “Public health nurse” means a person employed by a local (1) A public health sanitarian who is registered under ch. DHS
health department to provide public health nursing services wh@0 and has 3 or more years of progressively responsible full-time
is licensed as a registered professional nurse under ch. 441, Sexperience in a general environmental health program in a public
and who is qualified under s. DHS 139.08. health agency.

(7) “Public health sanitarian” means a sanitariadefed in (2) A public health sanitarian who is registered under ch. DHS
s. 440.98 (1) (b), Stats., who applies biological, chemical and pdi§0, with a masters degree in environmental health, public health,
lic health principles to control, eliminate, ameliorate or preveptiblic health administration, health administration or a similar
environmental health hazards, is employed by a local hedli¢ld, and has 2 or more years of full-time experience in a general
department and is qualified under s. DHS 139.06. environmental health program in a public health agency.

u s ar? [T ; History: Cr. Register, July, 1998, No. 511, eff. 8-1-98; correction in (1) and (2)
(8) “State health officer” means the individual app0|meq1ade under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Register, June, 2001, Noo&46tions

under s. 250.02 (1), Stats., by the secretary of the departmeni tg and (2) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register January 2009 No 637.
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DHS 139.08 Public health nurses. A public health DHS 139.09 Directors of public health nursing pro-
nurse, in addition to being licensed as a registered nurse undegeams. The director of a public health nursing program shall be
441, Stats., shall have one of the following: one of the following:

(1) A bachelor’s degree from a nursing program approved by (1) A public health nurse who meets the requirements in s.
the board of nursing under s. 441.01 (3), Stats., and ch. N 155#S 139.08 (1) and has 3 or more years of progressively respon-
accredited by the national professional nursing education accretd/ full-time experience in a general public health nursing pro-
iting organization. The program shall include preparation in puBté™m in a public health agency. . .
lic health nursing or community health nursing. (2) A public health nurse who meets the requirements in s.

) . . HS 139.08 (1) with a master’s degree in nursing, public health,

(2) A master’s degree from a nursing program accredited

h i | fossi | ) d ) giti .piblic administration, health administration or a similar field, and
the national professional nursing education accrediting organizgyg has 2 or more years of full-time experience in a general pub-

tion. The program shall include preparation in public health nurgs nealth nursing program in a public health agency.
ing or community health nursing. (3) A person employed on April 1, 1988 as the director of a
(3) A public health nurse certificate issued by the departmegiiblic health nursing program who received a public health nurse

prior to December 1, 1984. certificate issued by the department prior to December 1, 1984.
History: Cr. Register, July, 1998, No. 511, ¢ff:1-98. History: Cr. Register, July, 1998, No. 511, &ff:1-98.
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