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Chapter DCF 51

ADOPTION OF CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS AND
PREADOPTION PREPARATION TRAINING
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) Nst;t?: Chagter HS? 51 wasd renugwbereldstg ;?gpt)e{bl;gs 55 l;nd'setr ? 1%93,(fm)3@bption of special needs children by disseminating information
., olats., ana corrections maae under s. . m . an ., olats., regqister, H H H 1 T
1999, No. 521.Chapter HFS 51 was renumbered to chapter DCF 51 under s. %Ut the children to adoptlon agencies and prospective adoptlve
13.92 (4) (b) 1., Stats., Register November 2008 No. 635. families.

DCF 51.01 Authority and purpose.  This chapter is pro- 5:4) ‘Applicant” means a prospective adoptive  family,

; ether anarried couple or a single person, completing and sign-
mulgated under the authority of ss. 48.01 (1) (f), 48.48 (8), 48. ot
(2), and 227.11 (2), Stats., to establish criteria and procedures a f(‘)‘rmal_appllcatlon f?r a home study by the departmgnt.
placement ofpecial needs children in adoptive homes. The crite- (5) “Application date” is the date the department receives a
ria and procedures are intended to ensure that every special né@gylete, signed formal application for a home study from an
child isplaced in a suitable adoptive placement with the best int@Rplicant.
ests of the child as the paramount concern, that the needs of thgs) “Approved for placement” means the department has
child as the primary client are met and that persons seekingitaermined the applicant meets all eligibility criteria and is avail-
adopt special needildren are treated fairly. This chapter is alsable for placement of a special needs child of the description rec-
promulgated to establish standards for preadoption preparati@nmended in the home study.
for certain first time prospective adoptive parents as provided in(7) “Bureau director” means the director of the division's

s. 48.84, Stats., related to issues that may confront adoptive Rlfeau of permanence and out—of-home care, which operates the

ents. ; :
History: Cr. Register, December, 1995, No. 480, eff. 1-1-96; am. Register, MaS)PECIal needs adopt|on program.

%ggg,'\ll\lo. 651291, effé 61—10—799; emerg. am. eff. 4-1-07; CR 07-028: am. Register July (8) “Close the application process” means the department dis-
0.619.€ : continues services to an applicant for the reasons given in s. DCF

DCF 51.02 Applicability. ~ This chapter applies to the 91.07 3.
department, to child—placing agencies providing adoption ser-(9) “Department” means the Wisconsin department of chil-
vices under contract with the department, to county agencies giteen and families.
viding adoption services under contract with the department and(10) “Division” means the department's division of safety and
to all persons making inquiry or application to the depa”memgérmanence.
to a child—placing agency or a county agency providing adoption W Y L .
services under contract with the department for adoption of spe{11) “Hold” means that action in the home study process is
cial needs children, including minority children, except when preuSPended until the problems or circumstances causing the sus-
cedures involving the federal Indian Child Welfare Act, 25 USEENSION are resolved, but for no longer than 6 months.
1901 to 1963, apply. In this section, “child—placing agency” (12) “Home study” means the evaluation of an applicant for
means a private child—placing agency licensed under ch. DCF@#poses of adoption by assessing and documenting the appli-
to accept guardianship of children and to place children underdemt'spotential to appropriately and safely care for a special needs
guardianship for adoption, and “county agency” means a coumtyild placed for adoption and includes the procedures in s. DCF
social services department under s. 46.215 or 46.22, Stats., 6L &7 (1).
county human services department under s. 46.23, Stats. Sectioa3) “Home study application” means a department form
DCF 51.10 applies to a proposed adoptive parent who has not gegsq 1o request a home study and provided to inquirers who have
viously adopted a child with whom a child is placed or will bgaen screened by the department and who meet current needs for
placed under s. 48.833 or 48.837, Stats., or who brings a c Eﬁptive family resources for placement of special needs chil-
from aforeign country to Wisconsin for adoption under s. 48.83 ren, to persons wanting to adopt a special needs child already
Stl?i?ér 1. Redister. December. 1995, No. 480, off. 1-1-66: am. Reqister. P1AC€d in their home when the child is under guardianship of the
1999,N0>./.521,- eﬁ.%—l—bg; correction made under s. 13.93 (2m)’ (b) 7. S%ats.,‘Reﬁg-partment or to persons authorized for a home study under s.

CF 51.05 (4) (h) and (i).

ter November 2002 No. 563; emerg. am. eff. 4-1-07; CR 07-028: am. Register
2007No. 619, eff. 8-1-07correction made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Regis-

ter November 2008 No. 635. (14) “Informational meeting” means a meeting conducted by
the department for the purpose of describing special needs chil-
DCF 51.03 Definitions. In this chapter: dren currently needing adoptive families and to provide informa-

(1) “Administrator” means the administrator of the division tion about the procedure for adopting through the department and

(2) “Adoption” means the method provided under ss. 48.81 lfaformatlonabout adoption resources such as adoption assistance.
48.975, Stats., to establish the legal relationship of parent and15) “Inquiry” means a contact made with the department to
child between persons who are not related by birth, with the saimgicate an interest in adopting a special needs child and request-
mutualrights and obligations that exist between children and thég information about the program and instructions regarding the
birth parents. screening process.

(3) “Adoption information exchange” means the department (15g) “Licensed child welfare agency” means an agency
program under ss. DCF 50.07 to 50.09, intended to facilitate fleensed by the department under s. 48.60, Stats., and ch. DCF 54
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to place children in foster homes and other out-of-home careDCF 51.05 Information for inquirers. (1) WRITTEN
facilities and to license foster homes or treatment foster homesrormMATION. The department shall provide to each person who

(15r) “Licensed private adoption agency” means a licenséf@kes an inquiry written information describthg special needs

child welfare agency specifically authorized to place children f@doption program, the number and type of adoptive homes cur-
adoption. rently needed and the times and places of upcoming informational

(16) “Region” means one of 7 county groupings designated gﬂseetmgs.

principal field service areas by the division for purposes of pro- (2) REGIONAL INFORMATIONAL MEETINGS. The department
gram administration. shall conduct at least one group informational meeting in each

(17) “Screening” means a department procedure to determi%gon following the announcement of needed adoptive family

which inquiring families appear best able to meet current ne
for adoptive homes for special needs children by comparing infgy
mation provided by a person making an inquiry against progr.
eligibility requirements and the published description of homes
neededor children in the months prior to the beginning of the next,
screening process.

(18) “Specialneeds child” means a child legally free for adopfn

ourcesinder s. DCF 51.04 (2). The department may hold addi-

al group informational meetings or may meet individually
ith inquiring families prior to the date of screening. At the group
etings or individual meetings the department shall provide
ormation regarding adoption procedures, the screening process
d the number and type of adoptive homes currently needed.

(3) ReQuIREDATTENDANCE. All persons desiring to proceed to
tion and waiting for an adoptive placement who meets the crite ¢ screening and application process shall attend either a group
of s. DCF 50.03 (1) (b) Of individual informational meeting. Attendance is recom-

: ) ) ) mended, but not required, for persons who attended a department
(18g) “State-funded foster care and adoption resource cgfformational meeting within the past 2 years. Group informa-
ter’” means an entity established and funded by the departmgsrial meetings shall be held at handicapped—accessible sites and
under s48.55, Stats., to provide information, technical assistaneg} letters and notices for the group meetings shall describe how
and other services. special accommodations can be arranged. Persons invited to
(18r) “State—funded postadoption resource center” means @ither an individual or group informational meeting but failing to
entity established and funded by the department under s. 48/85pond oattend after 2 notices shall be dropped from the depart-

Stats., to provide postadoption services. ment’s inquiry list.
(19) “Unit supervisor” means the supervisor of the adoption (4) SCREENING. (a) The department shall provide a screening
staff in a region of the division. form to each person who attends a group or individual informa-

History: Cr. Register, December, 1995, No. 480, eff. 1-1-96; am. (7), (9), (1tipnal meeting and desires to continue with the screening process.

and (19), Register, May, 1999, No. 521, eff. 6-1-99; CR 02-101: am. (3), Regi i iaibili
November 2002 No. 563, eff. 12~1-02: emerg. or. (15g). (150, (18g) and (lSr)'Sﬁﬁe form shall enable persons to document their eligibility under

2-1-07'CR 07-028: cr. (150), (150, (18g) and (181 Begister July 2007 No. 69, DCF 51.07 (8) for the program and to specify special need cate-
eff. 8-1-07:corrections in (3), (7), (8), (9), (10), (12), (13), (15g), and (18) madegoriesfor which they wish to be considered. The department shall

under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 6. and 7., Stats., Register November 2008 No. 635. not continue the screening process for persons declining to com-
plete a screening form or to persons provided a screening form

who do not complete and return the form prior to the published
ate of screening. The written information provided with the
fe ening form shall indicate the date and place the screening

1 ﬂ%sare due. All communications regarding the form or requests

additional information shall include instructions for persons

¥ding assistance to complete the form.

(b) The department shall document the date the screening
rmation is received with all required information provided.

¢) The department may obtain additional information needed

DCF 51.04 Need for adoptive family resources.
(1) DETERMINATION OF NEED FOR ADOPTIVE FAMILY RESOURCES.
At least 3 times in each calendar year the department shall d
mine the types of homes expected to be needed for placeme
special needs children, and the number of each type of hogje
needed. The types of homes needed shall be determinecé&
examining children registered with the adoption information
exchangend children expected to be freed for adoption and ne%qé
ing placement prior to the next screening. Types of homes nee
may include but are not limited to homes where the applicant pye- ; . ° .© A
fers achild of a particular age or sex, homes for sibling groups affy Make a screening decision by requesting additional written
homes that will take children with emotional, behavioral or phydiiormation or by conducting a screening interview.
cal problems and needs. The department shall determine the nynfd) The information supplied by the person and provided to the
ber of homes of each type needed by comparing the number§&artment under pars. (a) and (c) shall be reviewed by the depart-
needechomes of each type with adoptive families already studiégent according to the following criteria:
by the department and available for placement. The departmentl. That the person meets a need for adoptive family resources
may set the numbers of needed homes higher in any categorgleggrmined in s. DCF 51.04 (1).
may admit additional families to compensate for unexpected 2. That the person is likely to meet eligibility criteria in s. DCF
intake of children or for applicants who are not approved or drg.07 (8).
out of the process for any reason. The department may limit the 3. That when inquiries exceed the need for adoptive family
total number of adoptive families selected in any region or otheisources determined in s. DCF 51.04 (1), preference is given to

geographic area of the state. inquiriesfrom persons who demonstrate greater interest and expe-
(2) ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEEDED ADOPTIVE FAMILY RESOURCES. rience with multiple types of special needs.
After the department under sub. (1) determines the needdpr (e) If the department determines that the person making the

tive family resources, the department shall publicize a descriptimiguiry does not meet the screening criteria in par. (d) or the need
of the number and type of adoptive homes needed and informafienadoptive family resources determined in s. DCF 51.04 (1) has
on the screening process by doing the following: been met, the department shall notify the person making the
(a) Prominently displaying a description of the special neettgjuiry within 30 days of the date the screening form was due of
adoption program at each location the department operates. the reasons why the department has determined that the person
(b) Publishing the information at regular intervals in adoptiofioes not meet screening criteria.
exchange publications. (f) If the department determines that a person making an
(c) Providing updated information regarding needed adoptiiguiry meets the screening criteria in par. (d), the department
family resources to persons and agencies requesting informagall notify the inquirer in writing within 30 days of the date the
about adoption of special needs children. screening form was due and provide the inquirer with a formal
History: Cr. Register, December, 1995, No. 480, Bffl—96. application form and instructions for completing it.
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(g) Persons interested in adopting a special needs child alreadyc) Verification of financial information, employment, pre-
in their home who is legally free for adoption are exempt fromious foster care or adoptive parent status.
attending informational meetings and from screening require- (d) Verification of birth, marriage, divorce and naturalization.
ments. Those persons may request and shall be provided with age) A check of police records and department of justice crimi-
application form from the department's regional office responsial records in accordance with s. DCF 56.06 (8).
ble for service to the child at any time after the department (fy |ndividual or group interviews.
becomes the guardian of the child.

(h) An adult relative of a child needing adoptive placeme%it
including a sibling, aunt, uncle or grandparent, may request

(2) TivE PERIOD. The department shall complete a home study
hin 6 months after receiving a complete application unless the

application for a home study and is exempt from attending inf licant requests more time or the study is placed on hold for

. : : ) (Hbod reason as determined by the department.
mational meetings and from screening requirements.

(i) The bureau director or a designee may authorize a home(3) DECISIONTO CLOSEAPPLICATION. (a) Home study of an
study of a family other than a applicant selected in par. (d), (g)#fPlicant may cease and the home study application may be
(h) only if there is documented evidence that the action is necg$Sed aany time during the home study process if the department
sary toensure that an adoptive home is made available on a tim@gfermines any of the following: o _
basis for a special needs child awaiting placement for whom no 1. That the applicant does not meet eligibility requirements
studied family or family screened and in the process of hor&this chapter or foster home requirements of ch. DCF 56.
study is known as an appropriate resource. 2. That the applicant provided false information to the depart-

History: Cr. Register, December, 1995, No. 480, Bffl-96;corrections in (2), ment.
(1) (@), (d) and (¢) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register November 2008 - 3 - 1o the final determination on the adoptive family assess-
ment is unacceptable.

DCF 51.06 Home study application. (1) The depart- 4. That thepplicant no longer desires to adopt a special needs
ment shall provide a home study application form to persookild or applies to adopt through another agency.
whom the department has determined meet the screening requirghb) A decision to close an application during home study shall
ments under s. DCF 51.05 (4) (d) or persons described in's. made by a team which includes, at a minimum, the social
51.05 (4) (g) or (h). The application form shall be used to requegirker and the unit supervisor. Any decision to close an applica-
a home study, to describe social, educational and financial detéi# shall be made in writing to the applicant and shall include rea-
about family members and to certify that all application informaons for the closing and information about the right to appeal that
tion is true. Completed application forms shall be accepted frefgcision under s. DCF 51.09.
persons the department has determined meet screening requirgc) The department shall close an application when the appli-
mentsunder s. DCF 51.05 (4) (d) and persons described in s. Dgdnt awaiting a home study moves out of state. The department
51.05 (4) (9). (h) and (i). shall close the case of an approved applicant who moves out of

(2) If the department receives an incomplete home studfate before a child is placed. Upon written request of the
application form, the form shall be returned to the inquirer f@pproved applicant and an adoptive agency in the other state, and
completion. The application date is the date the form is receiwgdhin a 2 year interval between closing and the request, the
by the department with complete information. The departmettiepartment shall furnish a copy of the completed study to the
may close the application process to any person who has been @tioption agency in that other state.
vided with an application form if the form has not been returned (4) SyspensionoF HoME sTuDY. Home study of an applicant
within 60 days after the date of mailing. may be suspended and the application placed on hold at any time

(3) If the applicant is aware of a potential conflict of intereghe department determines that the applicant temporarily fails to
between the applicant and the department’s regional office hameetthe eligibility criteria under sub. (8) or is not ready to proceed
dling the application, the applicant may request, and the depavith the study or placement but there is a likelihood that the rea-
ment shall arrange for, the application to be processed by anotmrs for suspending the home study may be remedied within 6
regional office. If the department is aware of a potential conflistonths. The department shall notify an applicant in writing of a
of interest between the applicant and the regional office thigcision to place the home study on hold, along with the reasons
would normally handle the application, the department shédlr the decision and the conditions under which the home study
arrange for the application to be processed by another regiomaly be resumed. If the reason for placing a home study on hold
office. If the applicant is an employee of the division, the honig resolved within 6 months after placing the home study on hold,
study shall be conducted by another public agency authorizedtte department shall resume the home study. If the reason for plac-
perform adoptions or the applicant may request service froning the home study on hold is not resolved within 6 months after
licensed adoption agency and request reimbursement of eligiblacing the home study on hold, the department shall notify the
expenses under s. DCF 50.05 (3). applicant in writing that the home study application is closed.
and (3 ade undr & 1363 (8) (6] 7. Siats.. Register November 2008 N, 63, (5) NOTIFICATION o ResuLs. Applicants shall be notified in

writing of the results of the home study assessment process. The

DCF 51.07 Home study. (1) PURPOSEAND PROCESS.The department shall notify an applicant who does not meet the eligi-
purpose of the home study is to determine the applicant's moti3ity critéria under sub. (8) of the reasons the applicant is not
tion, resources, readiness and ability to parent a special ne@giroved for placement. An applicant who meets the eligibility
child, to assess the relative risk of maltreatment of special ne&§eria in sub. (8) shall be notified of that finding, including rec-
children, and to assess the availability of supportive resour@gmendations about the number and type of children that will be
within the family and the community. The process includdonsidered for placement, but that a positive home study assess-
assessing information provided on the applicaitom and infor- Ment does not guarantee placement of a child.
mation obtained from other documents, contacts with referenced6) UPDATING. An applicant approved and waiting for place-
and other collateral contacts and interviews with applicant famityent shall be contacted at least twice annually by the department
members. The home study may include: for updating of information about the applicant. Updated infor-

(@) An assessment using an adoptive family assessment m@lion shall be added to the home study record at least annually.
cess which covers at least the criteria in sub. (8). (7) NOTIFICATION OF CHANGED CIRCUMSTANCES. Applicants

(b) Verbal or written statements from at least 3 references pstrall notify the department immediately of any change in their cir-
vided by the family in addition to the family’s physician. cumstances such as arrests or convictions, death, separation,

Register, November, 2008, No. 635
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divorce, foster care or adoptive placements or significant changesne study assessments, and by consulting with the staff who
in health, income or child care arrangements. Applicantenducted the home study. Social workers may contact approved
approved for placement and licensed as foster parents shall ajgplicants to obtain additional information and to discuss the
comply with the notification requirements of s. DCF 56.05 (1) (e)eeds of a particular child needing adoptive placement.

4. and 5. The department shall consider the updated informatiqr‘(4) A applicant studied and approved for adoption by the
and may revise the home study findings. Applicants shall be nefispartment or another adoption agency may contact a department
fied in writing of any change in home study findings and the regqcial worker to request additional information about a child reg-
sons for the change. istered with the adoption information exchange or to indicate the

(8) EuiciBILITY CRITERIA. The department shall use the folfamily’s interest in adopting a particular child. The social worker
lowing criteria in making a home study and in determininghay request the approved applicant to authorize in writing the
whether to approve an applicant for placement of a special neeglease of a home study assessment, including any updates to the
child: home study assessment, to the department.

(a) Foster home licensing rulesthe applicant shall meetthe  (5) pregnancy of an applicant after a child is placed for adop-
requirements ofh. DCF 56. An exception to a requirement in chjon and before the adoption becomes final in court is not suffi-
DCF 56 requires the approval of the bureau director or that pgfent reason for the department to remove the child placed for
son’s designee. adoption unless requested by the applicant.

(b) Fi_nanc,ial_. The applicant shall provide docum_ezntatjon hat (6) After placement of a child but before the adoption is final
the applicant's income is sufficient to meet the applicant's fam'hﬁe department may remove the child from the home if the depart-

obligations without reliance on adoption assistance paymefls+ jetermines that it is in the best interests of the child or there
received for the care of children placed for adoption, and reas feason to be concerned about the safety of the child

able assurance of provision for meeting future needs following : ;
adoption. (7) Personshall complete the legal adoption of a child placed

(c) Health. The applicant shall complete a health examinatigifith them before they may request a screening for a subsequent
form provided by the department to meet the requirements of*§oPtion. ,
DCF 56.05 (1) (€) and to verify that the health of the applicant ig''Sto: Cr. Register, December, 1995, No. 480, Bfil-96.
suchthat he or she is physically able to parent a special needs chil
and that there is reasonable assurance that the applicant is ph
cally, mentally and emotionally able to raise a child to 18 yearsnj?[ne study is terminated or for whom a negative home study

age. Upon request, the applicant shall authorize release of in h I o
mation to the department concerning results of any medical GSeSsment is made by the department shall be notified in writing
he reason for that determination and of the opportunity to

mental health evaluation or treatment or any assessment or tr@ i o

mentfor alcohol or other drug abuse. The department may requieP€@! that decision.

a second medical opinion or a psychological or personality test of(2) (a) A person under sub. (1) desiring to appeal a decision

the applicant or other family member at the department’s expersiethe department regarding a screening or an application may,
(d) Family functioning. The department shall gather familywithin 30days after the date of that notice, do one of the following:

and child information during the home study process and docu- 1. Request a review by the manager of the division’s section

ment this information in a family assessment. An applicant demhich conducted the screening or home study.

onstrating significant risk to children does not meet eligibility cri- 2 Request a review by the bureau director.

teria. The assessment shall consider at least the followingiote: To request a review by the section manager or bureau director, write:

)CF 51.09 Appeals. (1) Inquirers who are screened out
the department or applicants who are placed on hold or whose

information: functioning of children in the home; vulnerability of Director
children in the home; how an applicant views the applicant’s chil- E‘geaB‘ggfsgigma”ence and Out-of-Home Care
dren; an applicant’s level of functioning; social, educational and Madison, Wi 53708-8916

health history of family members; parenting practices and philos- (p) If the inquirer or applicant requesting the review under par.
ophy; interpersonal relationships; demographic factors; family) 1. or 2. is not satisfied with the finding of the review, he or she
member roles and communications; extended family considgiay request in writing a review by the division administrator. A
ations; an applicant’s views about maltreatment; an applicar§gding by the division administrator is final.

views about adoptable children; an applicant’s views about birth\ote: To request a review by the division administrator, write:

parents; preparation of all family members for adoptiorapii- Administrator
cant’s notivation and commitment; resources available within the B'gsggxoggfgew and Permanence
family; and external or community resources. Madison, Wi 53708-8916
(e) Marital status. Applications shall be accepted from: (c) A review under par. (a) or (b) shall be completed and the

1. Adult married couples, living together, who are residenfifiding communicated in writing to the person requesting the
of Wisconsin and married for at least one year on the daterefiew within 30 days after the request for review is received by
application. the department.

2. Single adult Wisconsin residents. History: Cr. Register, December, 1995, No. 480, Bffl-96; eff. emerg. am. (2)

History: Cr. Register, December, 1995, No. 480, eff. 1-1-96; corrections in (B) eff. 4-1-07; CR 07-028: am. (2) (a) 1., Register July 2007 No. 619, eff. 8-1-07.

(e), (3) (a) 1., (7), (8) (a) and (c) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Register . . o
November 2002 No. 568prrections in (1) (e), (3) (@) 1., (b), (7), (8) (a) and (c) DCF 51.10 Preadoption preparation training.

made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register November 2008 No. 635. (1) WHO MUST RECEIVE PREADOPTION TRAINING. As required
L under s. 48.84 (1), Stats., all of the following individuals shall
DCF 51.08 Placement. (1) A team which includes the rocejye preadoption preparation training before the adoption is
child’s _SOCIat|1 v;/lorkekr, th”edappl_lcants slomal w%r_llijer _aﬁd a urﬂ‘ialized:
supervisor shall make all decisions to place a child with an appli- ) The proposed adoptive parent or parents of a child placed
cant approved for placement. o fqr(agioptionpun%er s. 48.8%3, S[t)ats., if thg proposed adopti\[/)e par-
~ (2) The team shall attempt to place siblings together unlesgfit or parents have not previously adopted a child.
is determined not to be in the best interests of the children. (b) The proposed adoptive parent or parents prior to petition-
(3) Social workers with responsibility for placement of chiling for placement of a child for adoption under s. 48.837, Stats.,
dren shall seek out studied and approved homes by reguldflthe proposed adoptive parent or parents have not previously
checking listings of approved homes, by requesting and readadppted a child.
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(c) A proposed adoptive parent or parents prior to bringing a 2. The training on the competencies shall assure that the adop-
child into this state for adoption under s. 48.839, Statbegipro- tive parent or parents are provided with information appropriate
posed adoptive parent or parents have not previously adopted the needs of the child to be adopted.
child. (c) Format of training. The preadoptive preparation training

(d) A proposed adoptive parent or parents prior to receivimgay be provided using a variety of formats including, but not lim-
department approval of the placement for an international addied to, face—to—face individual or group training, audio—visual
tion under s. 48.97, Stats. means, and printed material. In all methods, there shall be an

Note: A proposed adoptive parent or parents who adopted a child in a foreign jugpportunity for the adoptive parent to discuss, in person, with a
diction before April 1, 2007, and that adoption is recognizetfiétate of Wécon-  representative of the agency arranging the adoption the material
ngwolll not be considered a first-time adoptive parent or parents for purposes of Dgrgsented and an opportunity to present and receive answers to

Note: A proposed adoptive parent or parents who adopted a child in the courBdly questions. The agency through which the adoptive parent or
any other state or nation, while the parent was a resident of that state or nation,sarents are adopting the child shall also determine through in per-
thenseeks to adopt a téfentchild in a Wsconsin court will not be considered a first- ¢y ~ontact with the adoptive parent or parents whether the adop-

time adoptive parent or parents for the purposes of DCF 51.10. . R o !
(2) WHO MAY PROVIDE PREADOPTIVE PREPARATION TRAINING tive parent or parents have learned the competencies identified in

As required under s. 48.84 (1), Stats., preadoptive preparatPoaH' (b)1.a.t0].

training shall be provided to a person identified in sub. (1) by any, (4) EXCEPTION TO THE PREADOPTION PREPARATION TRAINING.
one of the following entities: (2) If the preadoptive parent or parents held a foster care license

: ; and received foster parent training within the 12 months prior to
Ezg 2 ::ggzzgg g?il\l/itgigaorgt%?wegggﬁcy the application to adopt a child, the preadoptive parent or parents

Th dontion inf : h q 4 shall do all of the following:
(c) e state adoption information exchange under s. 48.55, 1. Attend the orientation under sub. (3) (a).

stats. 2. Participate in core competency training under sub. (3) (b)
(d) The state adoption center under s. 48_.55, Stats. excebt as prori/ided in par. (b) %f thisysubsect?on. ’ ’
(e) A state—funded foster care and adoption resource center. (b) The agency through which the preadoptive parent or par-
(f) A state-funded postadoption resource center. ents have applied to adopt a child shall compare the competencies
(3) CONTENT AND NUMBER OF HOURS OF PREADOPTIONPREPA  included in the foster parent training received by the preadoptive

RATION TRAINING. (@) Orientation. The training shall include a parent oparents under par. (a) with the core competencies identi-

minimum of 2 hours of orientation for the adoptive parent or pafied in sub. (3) (b). The adoption agency shall require the preadop-

ents to the purpose and function of the agency through which ti¥@ parent or parents to participate in the preadoptive training to
child is being adopted and a description of the support and s@ie extent that is necessary for the preadoptive parent or parents

vices available to the adoptive family by that agency and othgrhave received 2 hours of orientation training under sub. (3) (a)

postadoption services available to the adoptive family througiad 16 hours of core training that includes all of the core compe-

other agencies. tencies under sub. (3) (b) through either the previous foster parent
(b) Core competenciesl. Training on the core competenciesraining or the preadoptive preparation training.

identified in this paragraph shall consist of a minimum of 16 (5) DocUMENTATION AND RECORDOF THE RECEIPTOF THE PREA-

hours. Any training provided to meet the requirements of this segopTIONPREPARATIONTRAINING. (a) Documentation of the receipt

tion by any of the entities described in sub. (2) shall include tBethe preadoption preparation training shall be maintained in the

attainment of specific knowledge by the adoptive parent or pgfreadoptive parent’s or parents’ record for at least 5 years, unless
ents through the development of the following competencies: otherwiserequired by statute or regulation, by all of the following:
a. Adoption and its impact on parenting and family dynamics. 1. The preadoptive parent or parents.

b. The issues for a child in an adoptive placement. 2. The agency through which the preadoptive parent or par-
c. Loss and grief for the adopted child and the adoptive fagts have applied to adopt a child.
ily. 3. The agency which granted the foster care license under ch.
d. Attachment issues in adoptive placements. DCF 56 to the preadoptive parent or parents.
e. Support and resources for adopted children and adoptive 4. The agency which provided the preadoptive preparation
families. training to the preadoptive parent or parents.

(b) The documentation of the training received and competen-
cieslearned by the preadoptive parent or parents shall be provided
by any of the entities under par. (a) 1. to 4. to any county, state, or

f. Cultural sensitivity in adoption.
g. Effects of abuse and neglect in adoption.

h. Legal issues relating to adoption. federal entity which is authorized to determine compliance with
i. Issues of children being adopted from an institutionalizétie requirements of this chapter.

care setting. History: emerg. cr. eff. 4-1-07; CR 07-028: cr. Register July 2007 No. 619, eff.
. . . . . 8-1-07;correction in (5) (a) 3. made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register
j. Educational issues in adoption. November 2008 No. 635.
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