101 DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE Comm 55.02

Unofficial Text (See Printed Volume). Current through date and Register shown on Title Page.

Chapter Comm 55

THEATERS AND ASSEMBLY HALLS

Comm 55.001 Scope. Comm 55.23  Proscenium curtain.
Comm 55.01  Definitions. Comm 55.24  Automatic smoke outlet.
Comm 55.02  Class of construction. Comm 55.25  Stage vestibules.

Comm 55.03  Height above grade. Comm 55.26  Footlight trough.

Comm 55.04  Exposure and courts. Comm 55.27  Fireproof paint.

Comm 55.05  Occupancy separations and hazard enclosures. Comm 55.28  Stage accessory rooms.
Comm 55.06  Capacity. _ ) Comm 55.30  Lights and lighting.
Comm 55.07  Number and location of exits. Comm 55.32  Sanitary facilities.

Comm 55.08  Type of exits. Comm 55.33  Fire protection systems.
comm 55.09  Stairways and shafts. Comm 55.39  Use of “safety—base” film.

Comm 55.10  Exit doors and doorways.
Comm 55.11  Exit lights.

Comm 55.12  Required exit width.
Comm 55.13  Seating.

Comm 55.40  Motion picture machine booths, general.
Comm 55.41  Construction of booth.
Comm 55.42  Doors.

Comm 55.14  Width of aisles. Comm 55.43  Openings.

Comm 55.15  Lobbies and foyers. Comm 55.44 Veqtllatlon of booths.

Comm 55.16  Inclines and aisle steps. Comm 55.45  Relief outlets.

Comm 55.17  Obstruction. Comm 55.46  Electric wiring.

Comm 55.18  Mirrors and false openings. Comm 55.47  Motion picture machine.

Comm 55.19  Decorations. Comm 55.48  Fire protection in booth; care and use of film.
Comm 55.21  Stage separation. Comm 55.49  Portable booths.

Comm 55.22  Proscenium wall. Comm 55.50  Maintenance.

Note: Chapter Ind 55 was renumbered to be chapter ILHR 55 effective Janugnodate mre than 100 persons for entertainment, recreation, wor-
1,1984. Corrections made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Register, March, 183y or dining purposes.

No. 495. Chapter ILHR 55 was renumbered to be chapter Comm 55 under s. 13. ote: Assembly halls or places of assembly which will accommodate not more
(2m) (bt)) 1. and corrections were made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Regigigh 100 personsyare includped within the scoge of ch. Comm 54.
December, 1997, No. 504. B i o -
Note: Chapter Comm 55 is repealed effective July 1, 2002. (2) Theaters” means all bylldlngs or part.s of buildings, C.OI’I-
taining an assembly hall, having a stage which may be equipped
) ) with curtains or permanent or movable scenerwhich is other-
Comm 55.001 Scope. The requirements of this chapteryise adaptable to the showing of plays, operas, motion pictures or

shall apply to all theatres and assembly halls. similar forms of entertainment.
Note: For assembly areas in connection with schools and other places of instrugdistory: 1-2-56; am. (1) (intro. par.), Register, March, 1972, No. 195, eff.
tion, refer to ch. Comm 56. 4-1-72; am. (1)(a), Register, Janua8B0, No. 289, eff. 2-1-80; r. and recr. Regis-

History: 1-2-56; r. and recr. Register, August, 1985, No. 356, eff. 1-1-86. ter, August, 1985, No. 356, eff. 1-1-86.

— . . Comm 55.02 Class of construction. (1) GENERAL.
Comm 55.01  Definitions. In this chapter: _ The capacities of buildings or parts of buildings in this classifica-
(1) “Assembly halls” or “places of assembly” mean all buildtion for the various types of construction shall not exceed, and

ings, or parts of buildings, other than theaters, which will accoshall comply with, the following requirements:

MAXIMUM CAPACITIES

Without Complete Automatic Fire Sprinkler System Protection With Complete Automatic Fire Sprinkler System Protection
Class of Construction With Stage Without Stage With Stage Without Stage
Type 1 and 2 No limit No limit No limit No limit
Type 3 and 4 750 1,500 1,000 2,000
Type 5 and 6 500 1,000 750 1,500
Type 7 and 8 300 750 500 1,000

(2) UNLIMITED CAPACITY BUILDINGS. Buildings of type 3, 5 or (a) Located at least 20 feet from any other building or adjoining
6 totally noncombustible construction, or type 4 constructioproperty line, except for those buildings as permitted under par.
may have unlimited capacities provided: (c) 4.;

(a) The building does not exceed one story in height; (b) Is not built in connection with a building used for any other
(b) The floor framing and its supports for any mezzanine j@irpose, unless the assembly hall is separated from the other
constructed of noncombustible materials with at least a one—hbuilding by &fire division wall as specified in s. Comm 51.02 (13);

fire resistive rating; and and
(c) Any basement or ground floor is: (c) Except as provided in subds. 1. to 5., not more than one
1. Separated from any upper floor level by noncombustibé¢ory in height and limited to one floor level.

construction with at least a 4—hour fire resistive rating; and 1. Exception. A basement or ground floor heating and fuel

2. Used only to accommodate mechanical equipment.  room enclosed with fire—resistive construction as specified in s.

(2m) TYPE 7 AND 8 CONSTRUCTION. (See s. Comm 51.03.) Comm 51.08 (2) and Table 51.08-2, with all interior openings
Where buildings of these classifications are erected of type 7psptected with self—closing fire—resistive door assemblies as spe-
8 construction, the following restrictions shall apply: cified in s. Comm 51.047 will be permitted.
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2. Exception. A place of worship may have: 1-1-82; reprinted to correct error in (2) (a) 1., Register, February, 1982, No. 314;

renum. (2) (a) 1. to 3., (b) and (c) to be (2) (c) 2. to 4., (a) and (b), r. (2) (a) (intro.
a. A full basement or ground floor; and anducr. ((2)) ((c)) (intro.) ar(wd)l., Rgaggister, A(ug}L(lS)t 1985, N(o.)356, (efg 1—(11£g6); gmerg).

b. A ba|c0ny or mezzanine which has at least one side o @Id recr. (1) and (2) (a) and (b), am. (2) (c) (intro.), 3. e. and 4. e., cr. (2) (c) 5., eff.

. . —86; r. and recr. (1) renum. (2) to be (2m) and am. (c) (intro.), 3. e. and 4. e., cr.
to the floor below and which has a maximum occupancy of 30 Pg§ s Register, November, 1986, No. 371, eff. 12—1-86; reprinted to restore dropped

sons. copy, Register, De%embaﬂsﬁ, No. 372; r. recr. (2) and (2m) (c) 2., am. (2m) (a) and
; Register, March, 1991, No. 423, eff. 4-1-91; am. (2) (intro.), Register, January,

3. Exception. O_ne_St_OW and grpund—floqr_assembly ha|_|S(1%)f34y I\CTIo. 457, eff. 2-1-94prrection in (2m) (c) made (urzd(er S. )13.93g(2m) (b) 7., 4
type 7 or 8 construction will be permitted providing the followingtats., Register, December, 1997, No. 504.
conditions are satisfied: ] )

a. Both levels shall exit directly to grade. One exit stair from ©0mm 55.03 Height above grade. ~ The height of the
the lower level up to the exit discharge grade is permitted proviglls of the principal entrance doors to any theater, as defined in s.
ing the stair is enclosed to the outside by 2—hour fire—resistix@Mmm55.001, shall be not more than 18 inches above the outside

rated construction: grade at that point. The floor level at the highest row of seats on
b. The round’sto exterior walls shall be of masonrv or coltl€ main floor shall not be more than 6 feet above the outside grade
crete" 9 Ty i at the main entrance; the floor level at the lowest row of seats on

he main floor shall be not more than 6 feet below, or above, the
c. The lower level shall be separated from the upper level Made at the nearest exit.

2-hour noncombustible fire—resistive rated construction or bett€lisiory. 1-2_56; 1. and recRegister, Septembaigs9, No. 45, eff. 10-1-59; am.

The first floor supports shall also be of 2—hour noncombustilafg and (3), Register, June, 1972, No. 198, eff. 1-1-73; am. (2), Register, September,

ire—resisti ion: 1973, No. 213, eff. 10-1-73; r. (2) and (3), renum. (1) to be ILHR 55.03, Register,
fire reS|st|ve.rated construction;  March, 1061 No. 423, off 4-1-51.
d. All stairways shall be enclosed by at least 2—hour fire—re-

sistive rated enclosures; Comm 55.04 Exposure and courts. (1) Every theater
e. The maximum capacity of the building is limited as spea assembly hall which accommodates more than 600 persons
fied in sub. (1); and shall have at least 3 walls abutting on streets, alleys, or open

f. All other requirements of ch. Comm 55 are satisfied. ~ courts.

4. Exception. Additions to existing buildings of type 7 or 8 (2) The wall containing the main entrance to any theater or
construction having a basement or second floor, or both, will Besembly hall shall abut on a street. The lobby or passageway
permitted under the scope of ch. Comm 54 providing the followgading from the main entrance doors to the foyer or auditorium
ing conditions are satisfied: shall be direct and unobstructed and of a minimum width equal to

a. The building contains no other occupancy except the oviRe sum of the widths of the main entrance doors. There shall be
er’s private residence; no openings from other occupancies to such a corridor or passage-

b. Public occupancy is prohibited in the basement and secdfty: ) )
floor: (3) The width of every exit court shall be at least 6 feet for an

c. The addition does not contain a basement, second flooPGFUPaNcy not exceeding 500 persons, and shall be increased at
ground floor: the rate of one foot per each 500 persons additional. Every such

d. Th bli divided b titi courtshall lead to a public thoroughfare, either directly, or through
_g. 1he public occupancy areas are divided by partitions,,ssaqeway of equal width, not less than 8 feet high enclosed
dividers and similar objects into definable areas having a m

X ' ith unpierced 4-hour fire—resistive walls, ceiling and floor as
mum capacity of 100 occupants each. Each definable area sigllifieq in s. Comm 51.04. The floor and ceiling shall be
have 2 independent, remote exits to the outside; designed for a live load of not less than 150 pounds per square
e The maximum capacity of the building is limited as spegsot. Nosuch court, or passageway shall be used for storage or any
fied in sub. (1); ) o other purpose whatsoever.

f. All other requirements of ch. Comm 54 are satisfied; andHistory: 1-2-56; am. (3), Register, February, 1971, No. 182, eff. 7-1-71; r. and
g. This exception does not app|y to buildings originall cr. (3) eff. 8=1-71 and exp. 1-1-72: cr. (3) eff. 1-1-72, Register, July, 1971, No.

e PP 87.
constructed within 5 years of submissions of plans for the addi-

tion. _ o ~ Comm 55.05 Occupancy separations and hazard
5. Exception. Buildings completely protected by automati&nclosures. Occupancies within the scope of this chapter shall
fire sprinkler system protection may retceed 2 stories in height be separated from other occupancies or uses in accordance with
and shall be limited to 2 floor levels. s. Comm 51.08. Hazards shall be enclosed in accordance with s.
(3) BALCONIES ACCOMMODATING MORE THAN 100. In any the- Comm 51.08. . .
ater or assembly hall, balconies which accommodate more thé;\'r\":setg%ia ri/—i;?g: ﬁ@-&%@lz}fef#in%% i?ﬁl(@ ';gf-f%l_, fﬁifgﬁaﬁé r?ni (13),758915-
100 persons shall be type 1 or 2 construction as specified irf; 3) eff. 1-1-72, Register. July, 1971, No. 187; am. (2), Register, June, 1972, No.
Comm 51.03. 198, eff.1-1-73; cr. (4), Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79; am. (1) and
History: 1-2-56;(1); (1) (a); (2); (2) (a); (2) (b); (2) (); (2) (d); (2) (€); (2) (f); (3)(3). cr. (5), Register, December, 1981, No. 312, eff. 1-1-82; r. and recr. Register,
am. Register, June, 1956; No. 6, eff. 7—1-56; am. (1) (a), Register, August, 1957, M@rch, 1991, No. 423, eff. 4-1-91; r. and recr., Register, December, 1995, No. 480,
20, eff. 9-1-57; am. Register, January, 1961, No. 61, eff. 2-1-61; am. (2) (a), Regfis-4—1-96; r. and recr. Register, March, 1997, No. 495, eff. 4-1-97
ter, February, 1971, No. 182, eff. 7-1-71; r. and recr. (2) (a) eff. 8-1-71 and exp.
1-1-72; cr. (2) (a) eff. 1-1-72, Register, July, 1971, No. 187; r. and recr. (1), am. 2)Comm 55.06 Capacity. (1) Table 55.06 includes the var-
intro. par., and (3), Register, June, 1972, No. 198, eff. 1-1-73; cr. (1) (a), Regig s types of oce aan yth'(n )the scope of this section. together
September, 1973, No. 213, eff. 10-1-73; am. (2) (a), Register, May, 1974, No. 2915 yPes upancy withi P! IS ion, tog
eff. 6-1-74; am. (1) (a), Register, July, 1974, No. 223, eff. 8-1-74; r. (2)(d) and @jth the method to be used in determining the capacity.
Register, Decembet977, No. 264, eff. 1-1-78; am. (1) (a), cr. (2) (a) 1. to 3., Regis- _
ter, December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79; am. (2) (a) 2.c., Register, January, 1%8?‘52) No greater number of persons than the number thus estab

No. 289, eff. 2-1-80; am. (2) (a) 3. c., Register, Décember, 1981, No. 312, §hed shall be permitted in any theater or assembly hall.
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TABLE 55.06 is meant an incline located inside the building and having a slope
OCCUPANCY CAPACITY of not more than one foot of rise in 8 feet.
Use or Occupancy Basis of Capacity (3) Stairway ft_ax(ijts shal(l:be intgrliolr7stairways,hor sgwokeprcf)_of
: towers as specified in s. Comm 51.17; except that “B” type fire
(@) Arenas and field houses . .. st:géfat\iepde;Peezgon. escapes may be used as exits from balconies for not more than
| one—half the required exit width, if located against blank walls.
. ony. (4) All ramps for barrier—free public access to a building,
(b)  Assembly halls, with stage . 7 sq. ft. per person. jncjuding nonrequired ramps, shall be inside the building.
(c) Banquethalls ........... 10 sq. ft. per person.  (5) Exterior stairs may be used as required exits from exterior
(d)  Churches (auditoriums) . .. 7 sq. ft. per person. decks, for seasonal recreational facilities.
(e) Churches (dining rooms) . 10 sq. ft. per person. History: 1-2-56; cr. (4) and (5), Register, January, 1994, No. 457, eff. 2-1-94.
() Dancehalls............. 10 sq. ft. per person.  comm 55.09 Stairways and shafts. (1) Every stair-
() Diningrooms ........... 10 sq. ft. per person. way in a theater or assembly hall shall be enclosed as specified in
(hy Gymnasiums ........... 6 sq. ft. per person S. Comm 51.18 with the following exceptions:
for seated space. (&) Monumental stairways from the main floor to the first bal-
15 sq. ft. per person conyneed not be enclosed provided the balcony is served by addi-
T tional enclosed stairways as specified in ss. Comm 51.02 (11) and
. for unseated space. gg 7.
() Lecturehalls............ 7 sq.ft.perperson.  (p) 1. |na place of worship, a monumental exit access stairway
() Lodgehalls............. 6 sg. ft. per person from the main floor to the first balcony having an occupant load
for seated space.  of not more than 30 persons need not be enclosed.
15 sq. ft. per person 2. Ina p_Iace of Worship, a monumenta] exit access stairway
for unseated space. from the main floor to the first balcony having an occupant load
L of 31 to 100 persons need not be enclosed provided the balcony
(k) Skatingrinks ........... 45 sq. ft. per person. s served by an additional open stairway.
(L) Theaters ............... 7 sq. ft. per person. 3. In a place of worship, stairways from the main floor to the
(m) Theater lobbies .......... 7 sq. ft. per person. first balcony having an occupant load greater than 100 persons
(n)  Swimming pool rooms . ... 10 sq. ft. per person shall be enclosed to the outside as specified in ss. Comm 51.02

for deck area

(11) and 51.18.

(3) The capacity of theaters and theater lobbies must be com- 4. Stairways from the basement to the first floor of a single
bined to determine the theater capacity.

(4) (a) Every theater or assembly hall having movable sedds

story place of worship need not be enclosed if they lead directly
the exits.

shall display a sign stating the maximum number of persons per{2) Stairways and steps which have more than 3 risers shall
mitted by code. ! )

1. The sign shall be placed in a conspicuous place at the mairt3) Less than 3 risers may be used to elevated altars, podiums
entrance to each theater or assembly hall.

2. The sign shall have the following wording: “Limit (Num-

have handrails on both sides.

and similar areas in churches provided the elevated area is not part
of a required exit passageway.

ber) Persons.” The maximum number of persons shall be deter{4) Except as provided in sub. (1), stairways, shafts and other
mined bythe capacity as permitted by sub. (2) and s. Comm 55.¥grtical openings shall be enclosed as specified in s. Comm 51.02
The lettering shall be white on a dark background. The letters s ajb)-

; P P Note: See s. Comm 51.16 for general stairway requirements.
r)ees:?rt];isg mgrr:le% Iirr]lcl‘rl](SiZII‘lr; height and the number shall be not History: 1-2-56; am. Register, January, 1961, No. 61, eff. 2-1-61; r. and recr.

RegisterFebruary, 1968, No. 146, eff. 3-1-68; am. (4), Register, February, 1971, No.
History: 1-2-56; cr. (4) (a), Register, July, 1966, No. 127, eff. 8—1-66; r. (2) (K)82, eff. 7-1-71; am. (2), Register, December, 1974, No. 228, eff. 1-1-75; am. (1)
renum. (2) (I) (m) (n) to be (k) (I) and (m), Register, September, 1973, No. 213, €iiitro.) and cr. (4) (a), Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79; am. (1) (a),
10-1-73;am. (2)(k), Register, December, 1981, No. 312, eff. 1-1-82; am. (1), cr. @¢gisterDecember, 1981, No. 312, eff. 1-1-82; r. and recr. (1) (b), Register, October,
(n), Register, January, 1994, No. 457, eff. 2-1-94. 1982, No. 322, eff. 11-1-82; r. (2), renum. (3) and (4) to be (2) and (3) and am. (3)
RegisterAugust, 1985, No. 356, eff. 1-1-86; r. (3) (a), renum. (3) (b) to be (3), Regis-
Comm 5507 Number and |0cat|on Of ex|ts (1) (a) ter, January, 1994, No. 457, eff. 2-1-64 (4), Register, March, 2000, No. 531, eff.
Except aprovided in par. (b), every floor and balcony of a theatdr %
and assembly hall shall be provided with not less than 2 exits,comm 55.10 Exit doors and doorways. (1) Every
placed as far apart as practicable and so located that if any exibifuired single exit doorway shall contain a standard exit door as
blocked, some other exit will st!ll be available from every partspecified in s. Comm 51.15, except:
(b) A balcony accommodating not more than 30 persons in a) No single door or leaf of a double door may be more than
places of worship may be served by one exit. 3 feet 6 inches wide and multiple door panels may not be hinged
(2) Where more than 600 persons are accommodated, thgrgether; and
shall be at least 3 exits and where more than 1,000 persons arg,) Rolling, sliding and overhead types of doors or gates may
accommodated, there shall be at least 4 exits. o be used as standard exit doors for tenant spaces in malls provided:
(3) Exits shall be distributed on all sides which adjoin streets, 1. The door or gate is equipped with exit hardware in accor-
allﬁyts o fpzegﬁpourgs. 1), Register, August, 1985, No. 356, eff. 1-1 8gance with s. Comm 51.15 (3);
istory: 1-2-56;. and recr. (1), Register, August, 1985, No. 356, eff. 1-1-86. " * o goor o gate is counterbalanced such that it can be
Comm 55.08 Type of exits. (1) The required exits from opened by #orce not exceeding 12 pounds, or, if the door or gate
any part of a theater or assembly hall shall be exit doorways, stiirelectrically operated, the door is supplied by an emergency
ways or ramps. power source capable of opening the door or gate;
(2) All exits to grade from a higher or lower level shall be stair- 3. The door or gate is maintained in a fully opened position
ways orapproved ramps. In all theaters and in assembly halls ha¥ring the business hours of the tenant space;
ing a capacity of more than 400 persons, where the exit rise is not4. A security device permitted by s. Comm 51.15 (3) (e) 2. is
morethan 3 feet approved ramps shall be used. By approved ramap engaged when the tenant space is occupied; and
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5. Manual, chain hoist operators for the doors or gates are us¢ does not encroach upon the required clear width of the exits.
employed. Such waiting shall be restricted to areas separated from the

(2) Sills atall exit doorways shall be level and flush with adjarequired exit ways by fixed railings not less than 42 inches high.
cent inside and outside floors and ramps. Where an aisle or gagentrance lobbies only, the exit space may be divided by railings
sagewayeads to an exit from either side of the exit doorway theR®t less than 36 inches high set up in the direction of travel in an
shall be a level floor space at the doorway extending the widthagiproved manner for the regulation of ingress and egress.
the aisle and the doorway. (2) A booth or counter for the sale of package merchandise
. gis};()eg:s . elﬂ;ﬂé—rcsi?; fgn;i (ﬂbezg?i’st:# Q_Ulgugs{, r1Qas3nsd, rNegr ?f)G(aﬁﬁ; %1—)1(—be)36r; erI.1arv|1:|nay be placed in the lobby or foyer of a theater where there is suf-

; ~eal 1 299 NO. 423, €l A= I T : o - "eNUficient excess space so that the front of the booth or counter can
(1) () tobe (1) (b). Register, January, 1994, No. 457, eff. 2-1-94. be located not less than 5 feet back of the line marking the width

Comm55.11 Exitlights. All required exits, except those Of the lobby or foyer required for exit purposes.

in church auditoriums, shall be identified by an approved exit Comm 5518 Mirrors and false openings. (1) No mir-

light. Directional exit lights shall be provided to direct occupants_r shall be piaced in any part of a theater or assembly hall used

%f)eéhﬁ]es)fltébﬁxrg I|Sgert135a(ré(;.d|rectlonal exitlights shall be as speéﬁ; the public for exit purposes, including lobbies, corridors, stair-

istory: 1-2-56: . and recr. Redi ber. 1983, No. 336, eff. 1-1_gAV@YS, ramps or any other exit facility. Where a mirror is used in
ristory: 1-2-56: r. and recr. Register, December, 1983, No. 336, efl- 1185 auditorium, it shall be placed flush with the wall and with the
Comm 55.12 Required exit width. (1) The total bottom ateast 7 feet above any flotwalcony, gallery or platform.
required exit width from a building level shall be in accordance (2) No false opening or decorative device giving the appear-
with the requirements of ss. Comm 51.15 (6) and 51.16(3). ance of aloor or window, where none exists, shall be placed in any

(2) In theaters, the width of the front entrance shall be not 1633t of a theater or assembly hall used by the public.

than 1/3 of the total required exit width. . . . .
History: 1-2-56; am. (1), Register, June, 1972, No. 198, eff. 1-1-73; am. (%f)‘l’ Comm 55.19 Decorations. Fabric decorations used in

Register, December, 1974, No. 228, eff. 1-1-75. eaters and assembly halls shall be flame proof.

Comm 55.13 Seating. All chairs, seats and benches used Comm 55.21 Stage separation. (1) In every theater
for the purpose of assembly seating shall conform to the requided assembly hall the stage shall be completely separated from the
ments of subch. V of ch. Comm 62. auditorium by a proscenium wall of 4—hour fire—resistive
History: 1-2-56; am. Register, January, 1961, No. 61, eff. 2-1-61; r. (2), renu@@nstruction as specified in s. Comm 51.04, except as follows:
ggg?st@ fobe (2) to (%) Register, January, 1980, No. 289, eff. 2-1-80; . and fect.(q)  |n theaters and assembly halls having a capacity not
’ T ' exceeding 500 persons, the proscenium wall shall be of 2—hour
Comm 55.14 Width of aisles. (1) Aisles having seats on fire—resistive construction as specified in s. Comm 51.04, or bet-

bothsides shall not be less than 2 feet 10 inches wide at the be&f-

ning and shall increase in width toward the exits at the rdig of  (b) In theaters and assembly halls an open stage or platform
inch per foot of run; or the aisle may have a uniform width not legéll be permited without the proscenium wall separation from the
than the average width of the foregoing calculation. No wall aigieiditorium, provided the stage or platform is not more than 6 feet
shall be less than 3 feet wide and no other straight aisle shalhigher or wider than the proscenium opening.

less than 3 feet 6 inches wide. History: 1-2-56; am. (1) intro par., and (1) (a), Register, February, 1971, No. 182,
. . . eff. 7-1-71; r. and recr. (1) intro. para. and (a), eff. 8-1-71 and exp. 1-1-72, and cr.
(2) There shall be a cross aisle leading to each required s{@éntro. par. and (a), eff. 1-1-72, Register, July, 1971, No. 187.

exit. Cross aisles shall not be less than 6 feet 8 inches back to back
of adjacent rows of seats. Comm 55.22 Proscenium wall. (1) The proscenium
wall shall extend from an incombustible foundation, or from the

Comm 55.15 Lobbies and foyers. The width of lobbies lowest fireproof floor below the stage floor, to the highest adjoin-
and foyers shall be determined on the same basis as required@roof, except that where a 4—hour fire—resistive wall is required
exits in s. Comm 55.12, but shall in no case be less than 5 fiéghall extend at least 2 feet above the highest adjoining roof.
wide, and shall be so designed and apportioned as to poewent  (2) Thereshall be not more than 2 openings in the proscenium
gestion and confusion. Lobbies and foyers which serve as meaadl below the level of the auditorium floor, and not more than 2
of egress shall be at least equal in combined width to the requiopenings other than the proscenium opening, in the proscenium
width of the staivays, passageways, aisles or exit doorways leadall above the level of the auditorium floor, except that in addition

ing to them. to the above openings there may be one opening to provide access
through the proscenium wall to the orchestra pit.
Comm 55.16 Inclines and aisle steps. (1) To over- (3) Each such opening shall be protected by fire-resistive

come any difference in level between courts, corridors, lobbigor assemblies as specified in s. Comm 51.047.
passageways or aisles required, or used, in egress from a theatgstory: 1-2-56; am. (3), Register, March, 1972, No. 195, eff. 4-1-72; am. (3),
or an assembly hall, approved ramps as specified in s. Coriggister, August, 1985, No. 356, eff. 1-1-86.

55.08 shall be employed where the difference in elevation does

not exceed 3 feet, except that this requirement need not apply t¢-°MM 59:23 ~Proscenium curtain. ~ Where a prosce-
balconies ' Yithn wall is required for the separation of a stage from an audito-

. . . rium, the proscenium opening shall be provided with a curtain as
(2) Steps in balcony aisles shall extend the full width of t rovedpby the departpmentg P
aisleand shall have a uniform rise and run as specified in s. COMMyistory: 1-5-56; r. and recr. Register, May, 1971, No. 185, eff. 6-1-71.

55.09. No handrails will be required.
Comm 55.24 Automatic smoke outlet. ~ Where a fire-

Comm 55.17 Obstruction. (1) All lobbies, aisles, pas- proof proscenium curtain is required, or provided, the stage shall
sageways and doorways shall be kept free from furniture, drages, provided with one or more automatic smoke outlets,
display equipment, merchandise, vending machines and otbenstructed of metal or other incombustible material, placed near
obstructions, and no person except an employee shall be alloweicenter and above the highest part of the stage, and having a
to stand in or occupy, any of the aisles, passageways, corridorsamnbined area equal to not less than 8% of the area of the stage
lobbies during any performance or public gathering. Except ttdor. Vertical louver openings shall be placed not less than 3 feet
patrons may be allowed to wait in a lobby or similar space if suabovethe roof and shall be not less than twice the area of the shaft.

Register, September, 2000, No. 537



105 DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE Comm 55.32

Unofficial Text (See Printed Volume). Current through date and Register shown on Title Page.

The smoke outlet shall be designed and constructed so as to dpmmt ratio is established and submitted to the department and

by gravity,and so as to ffctively overcome the effects of neglectaccepted.

rust, dirt, frost, snow, heat, twisting, or warping of the frame work.Note: Chapter Comm 90 also has requirements for minimum numbers of sanitary

The louvers, or dampers in the openings shall be held Cbseqifg,ws for a public swimming pool, as based on the pool area. For some buildings,
! . he’minimum number of sanitary fixtures determined in that manner may be larger

cotton orhemp cords running to the stage floor close to each stag the minimum number detérmined in accordance with this subsection. Com-

door. Fusible links, or other approved heat release devices, shi@lhce with this subsection does not relieve an owner from complying with ch.

C

be inserted in each cord near the outlets. omm 90.

TABLE 55.32

Comm 55.25 Stage vestibules. Al entrances 10 the  \yygeR OF FIXTURES REQUIRED FOR PATRONS/OCCUPANTS
stage shall be vestibuled in such manner as to protect the curtain, IN PLACES OF ASSEMBLY

scenery, and auditorium from drafts of air. Type of Fixturd
Water Closets (WC)

Comm 55.26 Footlight trough. The footlight trough  Number of : o
shall be made of, or lined with, incombustible material. Patrons/  Males  Female Urrals  Drinking Faciliies — Lavato-
Occupants (M) E L) (DF) r|eL
Comm 55.27 Fireproof paint.  All stage scenery, proper- °Lfga°h ) ©
ties, curtains, and decorations made of combustible material, afieh;
c . —'100 1 1 0
all woodwork in or about the stage, shall be effectively flame=
101- 200 1 2 1 One (DF) for each  One (L)
proofed. 150 occupants or for each
fraction up to 600 2 fixtures
Comm 55.28 Stage accessory rooms. (1) All prop- P (WC) or
erty rooms and other storage or workrooms shall be built of no291- 250 1 3 2 L)
combustible material throughout, and shall be separated from thg, _ 5, 1 4 2 required,
stage by 4—hour fire—resistive rated construction. orboth,
(2) All dressing rooms shall be separated from the stage 3p1~350 2 5 2 tion
2-hour fire—resistive rated construction. No dressing room 0§s1_ 409 2 6 2
employees’ room may be placed more than one story below thg;  ,-, 2 7 3
grade line, and no dressing room may be placed above or bel%gvl_ 500 ) 8 3
the auditorium unless separated therefrom by 2—hour fire—resis-
tive rated construction. 501-600 2 ° 4 _
History: 1-2-56; am. Register, January, 1994, No. 457, eff. 2-1-94. Over 600 Onﬁ (\(/jvcﬁ) forl fOne (Ur)1 ?ne adﬁltlgg_?l (DII:)
each aaditional or eac or each adaitiona
Comm 55.30 Lights and lighting. (1) Electric lights 600 (M) or frac- addi- 3000 occupants or
. . . . . tion; one for tional fraction
shall be used for lighting where electric current is available. No each additional 500 (M)
oil lamps or other open lights shall be used in or about any stage 275 (F) or frac-  or frac-
containing scenery. tion tion
(2) No gas lighting of any kind shall be used on any stage corfaverns and restaurants
taining scenery, nor in any property room, storage room, scene One (WC) for each 75  One 0
dock, or fly gallery, except in localities where electricity is not (M) or fraction; one ()2 for
available (WC) for each 30 (F) or each 50
’ . fraction M) or
(3) Inall theaters and assembly halls, all stairways, passage- ]gra)ction
ways, and exit doors shall be properly lighted and shall remaigy i i poold
lighted throughout every performance or entertainment and untl:l 100 I > I One (OF) foreach 1
the audience has left the building. - 150 occupants or
101~ 200 1 3 2 o 2
i . raction up to 60Q,
Comm 55.32 Sanitary facilities. (1) ToiLETRoowms. All 201- 400 2 4 2 one additional (DF) 2
occupancieincluded under the scope of this chapter shall be prog;_ 7q9 2 4 5  foreath additionial 4
vided with separate toilet rooms for each sex. Separate toilgf 3 5 3 frggggrprmm 3

rooms for the employees and the general public need not be pro-

vided if the toilet rooms are accessible to both the empmy(:}es ab‘la\e ratio of the number of fixtures to the number of occupants accommo-
the general public ated in excess of 300 need be one—half of the figures shown.

. . . . 2The urinal may be omitted in restaurants which accommodate less than 25
(a) Toilet rooms in connection with stagen theaters and ;65 and do not serve alcoholic beverages.

assembly halls which are eqUIppEd for the showmg of stage prQA minimum of one lavatory shall be provided in each toilet room. Where a

ductions separate toilet rooms for each sex, fumi_Shed_ with at |e3_~§hgle toilet room designated as UNISEX is provided, it shall be considered as

one water closet and one lavatory, shall be provided in connectiatcommodating no more than 10 employees and 25 occupants.

with the stage. 4Showers shall be provided for public swimming pool facilities as required by
(b) Toilet room in connection with motion picture bootfm.  ch. Comm 90.

theaters where motion picture machines are run continuously oNote: For structures with additions or alterations, the required number of sanitary

. . . . ures shall be the sum of the fixtures required for the existing portion at the time
a perlod of more than 2 hours without at least 10 minutes inter vas constructed plus the fixtures required by this table for the new addition or

sion for the motion picture machine operator for each 2—hoateredarea. At such time as the summation of the addition and alteration area is equal
period, aoilet room, furnished with one water closet and one lavég-or greater than 51% of the building area calculated as specified in s. Comm 50.03

tory, shall be provided in direct connection with the motion pictu@té‘é);;r;’t‘itr‘g%iﬁgﬁg be provided in conformance to this table ufilizing the capacity
booth. }

Note: See also rules of the department of health and family services for sanitary
(2) SANITARY FIXTURES. The number of water closets, urinalsfixtures for mobile home parks, camping grounds, camping resorts, recreational

: S i . mps and educational camps.
lavatories and d”nkmg facilities requlred for the total number B?Note: For mixed-use facilities such as a dinner theater, use the required number

occupants of each sex shall be determined in accordance withiéh@staurants as specified in s. Comm 54.12 (2) (d) 2.
ratios established in Table 55.32, but in no case shall the ratio ofote: See chapter Comm 69 for the percentage and design of accessible drinking
the number of fixtures to number of employees be less than th§ties.

P : ; ote: For a multi-use building, as illustrated in the following example, fixtures
SpeCIerd in ‘@ble 54.12-B. The total number of occupants will bﬁust beprovided as required for each of the differing uses represented in Table 55.32

considered equally divided between men and women unless a ghitin the rules of other agencies. The requirements in other codes pertaining to sani-
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tary facilities must be considered when determining fixture counts and the proximity Comm 55.40 Motion picture machine booths, gen-

of toilet rooms to users. When referring to the upper portion of Table 55.32, the t ; P ; f e ~
number of occupants/patrons of each sex in various restaurant, tavern, or pool Every motion picture machine using nitro cellulose film,

of a building must be used in determining the total number of fixtures for the buildiﬁ@.gether With all auxiliary and associated gquipment, shall be
Example: A multi-use recreation center located at a resort has 6 exercise rod¥tclosed in a booth so arranged as to permit the operator to walk

eachwith a capacity of ﬁo patrons; 5 rfcquietbaIIdCﬁurts, each Witfﬁ a capagity gf 2 feeely oneither side and in back of the machine. At least 48 square

sons; an aquatic area having several pools and play areas, with a combined ca i i i

of 200 persons; and a small restaurant with a capacity of 100 persons. There a .In area shall be prov!ded for one maChme‘.‘.and 2.4 square feet

employees in the building. Two sets of toilet rooms are proposed ( one immedia@@ditional for each machine over one. The ceiling height shall be

adjacent tdhe restaurant to satisfy the licensing rules of another agency, and the s¥ot less than 7 feet.

ond centrally located between the exercise rooms, racquetball courts, and aquatic

area. To determine the fixtures that are required in these toilet rooms, the designe .

proceeds to Table 55.32. The restaurant capacity of 100 persons, when equaljcOMm 55.41  Construction of booth.  The floor of each

divided between the sexes, is 50 males and 50 females. From the part of the tfigion picture booth shall be constructed of masonry or rein-

applying to restaurants and males, 50 males divided by 75 = 1 water closet mal ; i

males divided by 50 = 1 urinal, and 2 total fixtures divided by 2 = 1 lavatory malg. ed C.Oncrete’ or .Sha" be covered with nOt less than 2 inches of

For the females, 50 divided by 30 = 2 water closets female, and 2 total fixtures divilk@—resistive material. The walls and ceilings shall be not less

by 2 = 1 lavatory female. The aquatic area is then compared to the part of the thlgn 2—hour fire—resistive construction as specified in s. Comm
applying to swimming pools. For the capacity of 200 persons, using 100 patron?%gf 4
i

each sex, males must have 1 water closet, 1 urinal, and 1 lavatory; and females ) .

have 2 water closets and 1 lavatory. The fixtures provided in the toilet rooms for thgfistory: 1-2-56; am. Register, February, 1971, No. 182, eff. 7-1-71; 1. and recr.
restauranand the aquatic area then provide the building with the following total nurif- 8-1-71 and exp. 1-1-72; cr. eff. 1-1-72, Register, July, 1971, No. 187.

ber of fixtures. Male water closets = 1 (restaurant) + 1(aquatic area) = 2 water closets

male. Urinals = 1 (restaurant) + 1 (aquatic area) = 2 urinals. Male lavatories = 1 (resComm 55.42 Doors. (1) The door to the booth shall be
taurant) + 1 (aquatic area) = 2 lavatories male. Female water closets = 2 (restaurgnf) f

+ 2 (aquatic area) = 4 water closets female. Female lavatories = 1 (restaurant larger than necessary fC_)I’ the safe a.nd proper use a.nd ”.‘a'”te'
(aquatic area) = 2 lavatories female. The designer must now determine if the efi@ce of the booth and equipment, but in no case shall its dimen-
building has adequate fixtures. The total building capacity of 610 persons, whpns besmaller than 2 feet by 5 feet or larger thdaed by 7 feet.

equally divided between the sexes, is 305 males and 305 females. From the : g
part of Bble 55.32, for 301-350 occupants of each sex, males must have 2 water e top of the door shall be not less than 12 inches below the ceil

ets, 2 urinals, and 2 lavatories. Therefore, the total number of fixtures initially detddg Of the booth.

minedfor males is adequate. But, since females must have 5 water closets and 3 lav: iqght—fitti _ i i
tories, the total number of fixtures initially determined for females is inadequate. Ana(z) The door shall be a tlght flttlng self closmg fire door as

additional water closet and lavatory are needed for the females, and for ease of$R€Cified in s. Comm 51.047, shall open outwardly, and shall not
the designer chooses to locate the additional fixtures in the women’s room that ihly equipped with any latch.

the exercise rooms and aquatic area. In a final check for compliance with Tab'?ﬁlistory' 1-2-56; am. (2), Register, February, 1971, No. 182, eff. 7-1-71; . and
54.12-Bfor employees, 50 employees equally divided between sexes is 25 males [?) eff. 8-1-71 and exb 1-1-72: cr @ off. 1-1-72 .Regi‘ster‘ July 1971. No
25 females. In that table’s row for 16—-35 employees of each sex, males must ] ’ ’ T ’ ’ ’ ’ T
1 water closet, 1 urinal, and 1 lavatory; and females must have 2 water closets and
1 lavatory. Therefore, the number of fixtures provided to satisfy Table 55.32 also sat- . .
isfies the requirements of Table 54.12—B for employees. Comm 55.43 Openings. (1) Two openings for each
(Z)Hi;tory:t 1—'6‘—56; r.band Jeer R'\ffgiszttfesr21 Def;:e{nkier,7 81976, l\ég) 232, 9fI. 1—3—77; amotion picture machine may be provided. The one for the opera-

, Register, December, , No. , eff. 1-1-78; am. (2), Register, Decemfeic /i ;
1978, No276, eff. 1-1-79; am. (2), RegistBecember, 1981, No. 312, eff. l—l—82;f6fs view shall not be larger than 200 square inches and the one
am. table, Register, August, 1985, No. 356, eff. 1-1-86; am. (2), r. and recr. tafy: projection not larger than 120 square |nCh¢S- Where separate
RegisterAugust, 1993, No. 452, eff. 3-1-94; reprinted to correct error in table, Regtereopticon, spot, or floodlight machines are installed, not more
|sftferi,3ugl;u8td 1995, No. 47&m. Table 55.32, Register, September, 2000, No. 537'thanone opening shall be provided for each such machine for both
eff. 10-1— : o ) .

the operator’s view and the projection of light. All such openings

Comm 55.33 Fire protection systems. (1) SPRINKLER shall be as small as practicable.

svsTEms. Automatic fire sprinkler systems shall be provided ag. (2) Each opening shall be provided with an approved gravity
outlined in ss. Comm 52.01, 52.011, 52.012 and 52.013. shutter set into guides not less than one inch at sides and bottom,

(2) STANDPIPESYSTEMS. (a) Fire department standpipegire and overlapping the top of the opening by at least one inch when

- ; : L closed. Shutters shall be not less than No. 10 U.S. Standard gauge
depggrfnertlt_ Stﬁnd%'{’es shall be provided in all buildings exceﬁzgn or equivalent, arranged to move freelgindes of like mate-g g
ing 60 feet in height.

rial and thickness bolted to the wall. Each shutter shall be sus-
(b) Dry standpipes. Dry standpipes as specified under spended by aord and shall be so arranged that closing is by gravity
Comm 51.21 shall be provided in all buildings, except churchastion. Afusible link shall be provided in the cord over each shut-
and places of worship, having theaters and assembly halls withem A link shall also be provided over each magazine, which on
occupancy load of more than 750 persons, unless an approgpdrating will close all shutters. A manual release shall be pro-
automatic sprinkler system is installed. First—aid standpipes shadled near each exit door by which all shutters can be closed
be provided on the stage of every theater and assembly hall wigigultaneously. Shutters shall not be blocked open nor held open
a proscenium curtain is required. in any manner except by the harness of cords and links as herein

(3) FIRE EXTINGUISHERS. Portable fire extinguishers shall bedescribed.
provided and maintained as specified in s. Comm 51.22.

History: 1-2-56; r. and recr. Register, December, 1976, No. 252, eff. 1-1-77; am,Comm 55.44  Ventilation of booths. Every booth or
2 ) et Noveis 1085 o 571 o 15188+ a o housing projection, sound or any other eduipment which
Registe’rMarch, 1991,’N0.%123, eff. 4—1—91;’ am. (é) (b), Reéistér, Januarﬁl, 1994, F@!'ates good air C_OndItIOI’]S Or requires the attention of an atten_.
457, eff. 2-1-94. ant shall be ventilated as required by s. Comm 64.05. Fresh air

intakes in booth walls, except for outside air, shall not exceed 72
Comm 55.39 Use of “safety—base” film. (1) The Square inches in area, nor be more than 3 inches above the floor.

requirements of ss. Comm 55.40 through 55.49 will not appIyTrh?y shall be equipped with automatic shutters as described for
buildings in which movie projectors are used with “safety—bas€f0J€Ction openings.

- : P History: 1-2-56; r. and recr. Register, October, 1967, No. 142, eff. 11-1-67; am.
film provided the conditions of pars. (a) and (b) are met. Register, December, 1975, No. 240, eff. 1-1-76.

(@) The owner shall submit an affidavit to the department stat-
ing that“safety—base” film only will be used in all movie projec- Comm 55.45 Relief outlets. Every booth or room hous-

tors. ing projection, sound or other equipment which constitutes a fire,
(b) The didavit shall be signed by the owner and the signatufénoke, explosion or fuming hazard shall be equipped with one or
notarized. more gravity outlets extending upward from the ceiling through
Note: For definition of “owner,” see s. 101.01 (2) (i), Stats. the roof. The net area of such gravity relief outlets shall be equal
History: Cr. Register, April, 1971, No. 184, eff. 5-1-71. to one per cent of the room or booth floor area, but not less than
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12 inches in diameter. Such outlets shall be constructed as shétit low surface temperature elements. Radiators shall be pro-
metal ducts having double walls with inch air space between, tected byl/,4 inch mesh screen with the top sloped at leastat5

or better construction. Where a relief outlet passes through, othie horizontal.

within 18 inches of any combustible construction, or passes (2) Films not in process of rewinding, examination or projec-
through any other occupancy, approved masonry flues as sp@eh shall be kept in metal containers. Up to 40 pounds of film may
fied for chimneys, s. Comm 64.46, shall be used. The relief outigig kept in the projection booth in interstate commerce commis-
shall be egipped, at the booth or room outlets, with a gravity shugion shipping containers. Excess over 40 pounds shall be kept in
ter which will open automatically under excessive heat condin approved film cabinet, but the total quantity of fim in any
tions. The automatic shutter shall normally be tightly closesboth shall not exceed 125 pounds.

where mechanical exhaust ventilation is required in the same(3) Rewinding in the projection booth is prohibited unless

room. done in an approved enclosed type rewind machine. An approved

L . ~ . can with self-closing hinged cover shall be provided for scrap
Comm 55.46 Electric wiring.  All lights and electric wir-  fjjm.

mg,_also motors, arc Iam_ps, rheostats, and associated elect_rlcatl4) Up to 125 pounds of film in addition to that permitted in
equipment shall conform in type and arrangement to the requiges; iaction hooth, may be kept in containers as specified above,
ments ofhe Wisconsin state electrical code, vol. 2, ch. Comm 18,0 iging this excess is in a rewind room of not less than 80 square
feetarea, and of the construction specified in ss. Comm 55.41 and
55.42. Such room shall have a vent of at least 50 square inches in
F’%a extending upward tioe outside of the building, with a clear-

Comm 55.47 Motion picture machine.  Every projec-
tion machine shall be securely fastened to the floor, and toget
with sound head and other associated equipment, shall be of to combustible material conforming to s. Comm 55.45. Fur-

design. No part of the film shall be outside of a tight metal enclgs,re and heating shall be as for the projection booth, and smok-
sure during projection, and the feed and take—up reels shall hﬁll\éeis prohibited.
n

riveted,flanged, or welded joints. A shutter shall be placed in frontgce. The weight of a 1000 foot roll of 35 millimeter film is assumed as 5 pounds.
of the condenser, arranged so as to be closed except when held

open by the operator, or by some mechanical device which will Comm 55.49 Portable booths. (1) Every portable
assure immediate closure when operation of the machineb@thused to confine the fire hazards of a motion picture machine

stopped. shall be of approved design conforming to the requirements for
. L permanent booths.
Comm 55.48  Fire protection in booth; care and use (2) Every booth used for more than 3 consecutive perform-

of film. (1) All shelves, furniture and fixtures shall be inCOfT]bUSances in one location will be considered a permanent booth.
tible. No combustible material shall be permitted to be within such

booth, except films and film cement not exceeding one pint. Comm 55.50 Maintenance. All theaters and assembly
Smoking is prohibited. Heating equipment in booths shall be liralls,and all parts thereof, shall be kept clean, sanitary and in good
ited to steam, warm air, hot water or electric convection heateepair.
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