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FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 344.01

CHAPTER 344
VEHICLES — FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

SUBCHAPTER | 344.31 Certification of insurance as proof.
GENERAL PROVISIONS 344.32  Certification furnished by nonresidents as proof.
344.01 Words and phrases defined. 344.33  “Motor vehicle liability policy” defined.
344.02 Hearing on suspension or impoundment. 344.34 Notice of cancellation or termination of certified policy.
344.03  Judicial review. 344.35 This chapter not to affect other policies.
344.04 Power of court to stay suspension of registration or impoundment34f4.36  Bond as proof.
vehicles. 344.37 Money or securities as proof.
344.05 Courts to report nonpayment of certain judgments. 344.38 Owner and leasing company may give proof for others.
344.07 Responsibility law not to prevent other process. 344.39  Substitution of proof.
344.08 Suspension for failure to report accident. 344.40 Revocation @uspension for failure to maintain proof; other proof may be
344.09 Reinstatement of operating privilege and registration. required.
344.11 Five-year indexing of insurance policy liability limits. 344.41 Duration of proof; when proof may be canceled or returned.
SUBCHAPTER Il 344.42  Submission of certifications and recertifications by insurers.
SECURITY FOR PAST ACCIDENTS SUBCHAPTER IV
344.12  Applicability of provisions relating to deposit of security for past acci- PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS OF CHAPTER
dents. . . . . . 344.45  Surrender of license and registration upon suspension.
344.13  Secretary tetermine amount of security required following accident ang44.46  Transfer of vehicle ownership to defeat purpose of chapter.
to give notice thereof. ) o ) 344.48  Forged proof.
344.14 Stlijsr?snmdor failure to deposit security; impoundment of vehicle; excep- SUBCHAPTER V
344.15 Requirements as to policy or bond. FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILIT\\(/ESIRCII_?éEé\ITED AND HUMAN SERVICES
344.16 Requirements as to self-insurers. . . - ) :
344.17 Requirements as to form and amount of security. 344.51 F!nanc!al respons!b!l!ty for dom_estlc rented or leased vehicles.
344.18 Duration of suspension for failure to deposit security. 344.52  Financial responsibility for foreign rented vehicles.
344.185 Duration of impoundment of motor vehicle; disposition. 344.55  Insurance for human service vehicles.
344.19 Applicability to nonresidents, unlicensed drivers, unregistered motyf4-57  Definitions applicable to ss. 344.57 to 344.579.
vehicles and accidents in other states. 344.572  Applicability to rental agreements.
344.20 Custody, disposition and return of security. 344.574  Limited liability for damage.
344.21 Matters not to be evidence in civil suits. 344.576 Damage waivers. )
344.22  Short title. 344.577 Advertisement or representation.
SUBCHAPTER I 344.578 C_redi; card for deposit or damages.
PROOF OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 844.579 Violations.
FOR THE FUTURE SUBCHAPTER VI
344.24  Applicability ofsections relating to proof of financial responsibility for the MANDATORY LIABILITY INSURANCE
future. 344.61 Definitions.
344.25  Suspension for nonpayment of judgment; exceptions. 344.62  Motor vehicle liability insurance required.
344.26  Suspension to continue until judgment paid and proof of financial resp844.63  Exceptions to motor vehicle liability insurance requirement.
sibility given. 344.64 Fraudulent, false, or invalid proof of insurance.
344.27 Installment payment of judgments; suspension upon default. 344.65 \Violations.
344.29  Proof of financial responsibility for the future required. 344.66 Rules.
344.30 Methods of giving proof of financial responsibility. 344.67 Notice.

SUBCHAPTER | 1. Before January 1, 2010, $25,000 because of bodily injury
to or death of one person in any one accident and, subject to such
limit for one person, $50,000 because of bodily injury to or death
of 2 or more persons in any one accident, and $10,000 because of
344.01 Words and phrases defined. (1) Words and injury to or destruction of property of others in any one accident.
phrases defined in ss. 340.01 and 343.01 are used in the sam@- From January 1, 2010, $50,000 because of bodily injury to
sense in this chapter unless a different definition is specificaffly d€ath of one person in any one accident and, subject to such
provided. limit for one person, $100,000 because of bodily injury to or death

. - 2 or more persons in any one accident, and $15,000 because of
deéizgngégl%ggiﬁgs.the following words and phrases have tﬁw%ury to or destruction of property of others in any one accident.

u " : 5. After December 31, 2016, the liability limit amounts pub-
(&) “Judgment” means a judgment for damages rendered

court of competent jurisdiction of any state othef United States q}gﬁed E)y the depa_lrtnlent unders. 344.11 (2). .

upon a cause of action arising out of the ownership, maintenancdP) ‘Motor vehicle” means a self-propelled vehicle and also

or use of any motor vehicle, including damages for care and fagludes trailers and semitrailers designed for use with such

loss of services because of bodily injury to or death of any perdificles, except that “motor vehicle” does not include farm trac-

and damages because of injury to or destruction of property dpF: Well drillers, road machinery or snowmobiles. )

the consequent loss of use thereof, which judgment has becoméc) “Operator” means a person who is in actual or constructive

final by expiration without appeal of the time within which a®hysical control of a motor vehicle. Itincludes a person who has

appeal might have been taken or by final affirmation on appe@@rked a motor vehicle. It includes the driver of a vehicle being

“Judgment’also includes a judgment rendered by a court of cortshed or towed and, in case there is no person actually doing the

petent jurisdiction upon a cause of action on an agreementdg¥ing, the person who is doing the pushing or towing.

settlement for damages of the type specified in this paragraph(cm) Notwithstanding s. 340.01 (42), “owner” means, with

which judgnent has become final within the meaning of this paraespect to a vehicle that is registered, or is required to be regis-

graph. tered, by a lessee of the vehicle under ch. 341, the lessee of the
(am) “Minimum liability limits” means, with respect to aVvehicle.

motor vehicle policy of liability insurance, liability limits, exclu-  (d) “Proof of financial responsibility” or “proof of financial

sive of interest and costs, in the following amounts: responsibility for the future” means proof of ability to respond in

GENERAL PROVISIONS
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damages for liability on account of accidents occurring subsmie year after the act complained of or, in the case of an impound-
quent tathe efective date of such proof, arising out of the maintenent, after the vehicle has been ordered sold under s. 344.185 (2),
nance or use of a motor vehicle, in an amount, as of the date #ilmw areview with the same effect as though done within the time
proof is furnished to the department, equal to or greater than fhescribed irsub. (1). This subsection does not authorize the court
minimum liability limits. to stay suspension or revocation of an operator’s license.

(e) “Registration” means, in the case of a person whose vehigfdistory:. 1977 ¢. 29 ss. 1463, 1654 (7) (c); 1977 c. 187, 418; 1981 c. 347 . 80 (2);
is registered under ch. 341, the registration so issued; inthe case =~ " T

of a person whose vehicle is not so registered, it means the privis 04 Power of court to stay suspension of registra-

lege toregister a vehicle in Wisconsin and the reciprocal privileggn or impoundment of vehicles. (1) Notwithstanding any

granted a nonresident to operate in Wisconsin a vehicle not regigrer provision of this chapter, the secretary shall not suspend the

tered in Wisconsin. registration of a vehicle when ordered not to do so by the court
(f) “State” means any state, territory or possession of thderein the judgment for damages was had or, in a case not

United States, the District of Columbia, or any province of thavolving a judgment, when ordered not to do so by a court under

Dominion of Canada. petition of the registrant in accordance with sub. (2).

(g) “Vehicle” means every device in, upon, or by which any (2) Upon receiving information, other than of a judgment for
person oproperty is or may be transported or drawn upon a higlamages in eourt of this state, that would be cause for suspension
way, except vehicles used exclusively upon stationary rails afrregistration or impoundment of the vehicle, the secretary shall
tracks and except electric personal assistive mobility devices.notify the registrant of the intention to suspend such registration

History: 1971 c. 277; 1973 c. 90; 1977 c. 293; 1981 c. 284; 1985 a. 187; Sup.@t.impound the vehicle. The registrant may thereupon petition
Order, 146 Wis. 2d xiii (1988); 1997 a. 27; 2001 a. 90; 2009 a. 28. any court of record in the registrant’s county for an order enjoining
. . . the secretary’s contemplated action, whereupon the judge of such
344.02 Hearing on suspension or impoundment. court shall grant an order restraining the secretary in the matter
(1) Whenever the department under s. 344.13 gives notice of {h| thepetition is finally determined by the court. If such petition
amount of security required to be deposited and that an ordeggfj order are served upon the secretary within 10 days after the
suspension or impoundment will be made if such security is Rkte of the secretary’s notice or in any event before the secretary
deposited, it shall afford the person so notified an opportunity f95s suspended the registration or impounded the vehicle, the sec-
a hearing on the proposed action, if written request for a hearagary shall await the final determination of the court. The secre-
is received by the department prior to the date specified in #3@y shall be given notice of the hearing. Upon a showing that it
notice, or prior to the postponed effective date of suspensioRyuid result in undue hardship upon the petitioner to have any
postponement has been granted under s. 344.14ibp receipt gy ch registration suspended or the vehicle impounded, the court
of timely request for hearing, the department shall fix the time agg|| issue an order restraining the secretary from suspending the
place ofthe hearing and give notice thereof to such person by I'9fgistration or impounding the vehicle.
ularmail. The scope of the hearing is limited to the matter set forth : : ; :
in s. 344.14 (2) (k) and, subject to s. 344.14 (2m), to whetheroqrgzlo-ggt?osneg?gﬂ c(j)%?e?art]g:’sa llJit:heoI:JSzee a court to stay suspension
not the person is the owner of the motor vehicle to be impoundedyigioy 1977 c. 29's. 1654 (7) (c); 1977 c. 273; 1981 . 363; 1991 a. 269; 1997
Any person who fails without reasonable cause to appear at ihe:.
time and place specified in the notice shall forfeit the right to a
hearing. 344.05 Courts to report nonpayment of certain judg- o

(2) No law enforcement officer or other witness called by tH@€nNts. (1) If a judgment of $500 or more for damages arising
person who has requested a hearing to testify on his or her befidffof & motor vehicle accident is not satisfied within 30 days after
may be paid a witness fee by the department. No law enforcenihpaving become final by expiration without appeal of the time
officer called as a witness for the departneay be paid any wit- W/thin which an appeal might have been taken or by firie-
ness fee. tion on appeal, the clerk of the court in which the judgment was

(3) Upon completion of the hearing, the department sh% ndered, or the judge if the court has no clerk, shall immediately

gy h e ward to the secretary a certified copy of the judgment upon
Qf;]keerf'gggg:é){gagrtag?gﬁtﬁé%ns?o%f g’;’r’]:%%gs gﬁ,‘;‘sc;gn' and sh IE}uest of the judgment creditor or the attorney of record for the

; ; ; I%dgment creditor.
lege, or registrations, or both, and may also order the impounad- . - .
ment of the person’s motor vehicle, in accordance with s. 344.14(2) If the defendant named in any certified copy of a judgment

r n rina therefor. shall termin h orted to the secretary is a nonresident, the secretary shall trans-
geeugiggsgood cause appearing therefor, shall te ate the |#mt a certified copy of the judgment to the official in charge of the

. . . issuance of licenses and registration certificates of the state of
(4) The time during which enforcement of an order of suspeyy; g

. h ) i . Eich the defendant is a resident.
sion or impoundment is stayed pending completion of COUMtjigiory. 1977 c. 29's. 1654 (7) (c): 1981 c. 20; Sup. Ct. Order, 146 Wis. 2d xii
reviewthereof shall not be included as part of the one-year periaéss); 1997 a. 84.
fixed by s. 344.18 (1) (d) for suspension or the period fixed under o
s. 344.185 (2) (a) or (b) for impoundment. 344.07 Responsibility law not to prevent other pro-
History: 1971 c. 253; 1977 c. 29 ss. 1462, 1654 (7) (a), (c); 1977 c. 418; 197€€SS. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as preventing the

25T8;11?181 C.347s. E;O (&3} 1%81 CH‘SG& 391 199%/% 269; 1993 a-A 16; 1997 a. 2ipfHfintiff in any action at law from relying for relief upon the other
ehearing procedures under this section satisfy due process. A person’s min ;

propertyinterest is balanced by the state’s interest in the procedures, which carry H’?CGSSES provided by law.

risk of an erroneous deprivation of property. Kopf v. State, 158 Wis. 2d 208, 461 . i .

N.W.2d 813 (Ct. App. 1990). 344.08 Suspension for failure to report accident.

(1) The secretary may suspend the operating privilege or registra-

344.03 Judicial review. (1) Any person aggrieved by a final tion of any person who fails to report an accident as required by
decision of the department under this chapter may, at any tig1€846.70 or to give correctly the information requested by the sec-
prior to 30 days after the entry of an order of suspension, revoggtary inconnection with such report unless, in the judgment of the
tion or impoundment, seek judicial review under ch. 227. secretary, there was excusable cause for such failure or unless the

(2) If any person aggrieved by a decision of the departmegcident did not result in injury or damage to the person or prop-
under this chapter fails to seek judicial review under ch. 227ty of anyone other than the person so required to report.
within the time allowed in sub. (1), the circuit court may, upon the (2) Any operating privilege suspended or revoked under this
person’spetition and notice to the department, and upon the tersection, or suspended or revoked under any other section for fail-
and within a time as the court deems reasonable, but not later t@nto report an accident, shall be reinstated in accordance with s.
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344.09 at the end of one year following the effective date of the(2) The secretary shall determine the amount of security
suspension arevocation order if, during such one-year period, n@quired to be deposited by each person on the basis of the acci-
notice of action has been filed with the department in the mandent reports or other information submitted. In addition to the
specified in s. 344.18 (1) (d). accident reports required by law, the secretary may request from
History: 1977 c. 29's. 1654 (7) (a), (c); 1979 c. 258; 1991 a. 269; 1997 a. 84any of the persons, including passengers and pedestrians,
. . - involved in such accident such further information, sworn state-
344.09  Reinstatement of operating privilege and reg- ments or other evidence relating to property damage, personal

istration. (1) Whenever the secretary is satisfied that the reaspilry or death in motor vehicle accidents as deemed necessary to

for suspending or revoking an operating privilege under this Ch%“i;d in determining the amount to be deposited as security under s.
ter has been removed, including satisfaction of any of the requ

ments of s. 344.18, the secretary shall order reinstatement of]c 3'14' Failure of a person to comply with such request is grounds

. o . : suspending such person’s operating privilege but no suspen-
operating prlv;:ege. The dﬁpartment shall g'.Vﬁ notice of the rey), Shg.” be r?wade orF: such groEnds ugtiFI) one ?ollow—up reqlrjest
statement to the person whose operating privilege was suspe : .
or revoked in the manner it deems appropriate. The order reinsiat; zefﬁgtr?ggj ez;r;d atleast 20 days have elapsed since the mailing

ing a suspended operating privilege has the same effect as an auto- e .
matic reinstatement under s. 343.39. 3) The secretary within 90 days after receipt of a report of an

(2) Whenever an operating privilege suspended or revok 80|dent of the type _specmed ins. 344.12 and upon (_jetermlnlng
under this chapter is reinstated, any registration that was s > amount of security to be required of any person involved in

: ; i e rai h accident or to be required of the owner of any vehicle
pended or revoked along with the operating privilege is remsta%&‘élved in such accident, shall give at least 10 days’ written

and the department shall return any surrendered and unexp - .
notice to every such person of the amount of security required to

registration plate in its possession. ; .
9 P P be deposited by the person. The notice also shall state that an order

(3) Nothing inthis section exempts a person from the applic% : . . ; o
. suspension will be made as provided in s. 344.14, unless within
ble reinstatement fees under s. 341.36 or 343.21 or from com &ch time security is deposited as required by the notice. The

ing with applicable provisions of s. 343.38. - X X .
History: 1977 c. 29'5. 1654 (7) (a), (c); 1977 c. 273; 1985 a. 29; 1991 . 269; 1YFET Ofsuspension may be made a part of the notice, with a provi-

a. 84. sion that it will take effect on the date specified in this subsection
) ) ) ] o unless security is deposited prior to that date.
344.11 Five-year indexing of insurance policy liability History: 1971 c. 253; 1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (7) (c); 1977 c. 273; 1991 a. 269; 1997

limits. (1) At 5-year intervals after January 1, 2012, the depaﬁ—?ﬁ- 60-dlay time limit under sub. (3)is direct © mandatory. W ot
mentshall adjust the monetary amounts of the liability limits spec-!"¢>97day time imit under sub. (3)1s directory, not mandatory. ¥varner v. DOT,
ified in 5.344.01 (2) (am) to reflect changes since January 1, 20 %2 Wis. 2d 232, 306 N.W.2d 266 (Ct. App. 1981).

in the consumer price index for all urban consumers, u.s. (i? 4.
average, for the medical care group, as determined by the 'r%poundment of vehicle; exceptions. (1) If a person who

departmen_t Of_ Iab_or. ) was given notice under s. 344.13 (3) fails to deposit security in the
(2) Beginning in January 2017, and at 5-year intervals thetanount and by the time specified in the notice, the secretary shall
after, the department shall publish the adjusted liability limifymediately suspend the person’s operating privilege if the per-
amounts, adetermined under sub. (1), in thesbnsin Adminis-  son was the operator of a motor vehicle involved in the accident
trative Register. and all the person’s registrations if the person was the owner of a
History: 2009 a. 28. motorvehicle involved in the accident unless the person furnishes
proof satisfactory to the secretary that the person comes within

14 Suspension for failure to deposit security;

SUBCHAPTER Il one of the exceptions set forth in sub. (2). If the owner and opera-
tor are separate persons, only one of them need deposit security
SECURITY FOR PAST ACCIDENTS or the 2 persons may cooperate in depositing security. Upon

request of the owner or operator in question, the secretary may
344.12 Applicability of provisions relating to deposit postpone the effective date of a suspension under this section not

of security for past accidents.  Subject to the exceptions con-1© €xceed 20 days. o _
tained in s. 344.14, the provisions of this chapter requiring deposit(1g) The secretary shall refuse registration of any vehicle
of security and requiring suspension for failure to deposit secur@yned by a person whose registration has been suspended or
apply to the operator and owner of every motor vehicle whichrigvoked under sub. (1).

in any manner involved in an accident in this state which has(1m) In addition to the suspensions under sub. (1), the secre-
resulted in bodily injury to or death of any person or damagettry may order the impoundment of any motor vehicle which is:

property of any other person of $1,000 or more. (a) Registered in the name of the owner of the motor vehicle
History: 1981 c. 20; 1991 a. 269; 1995 a. 113; 1997 a. 84. involved in the accident.

Wisconsin’s safety responsibility law. FitzGerald. WBB Feb. 1984. . - i
(b) Registered in the name of the operator of the motor vehicle
344.13 Secretary to determine amount of security involved in the accident.
required following accident and to give notice thereof. (2) Subsections (1) and (1m) do not apply:
(1) The secretary after receipt of a report of an accident of the ) 14 the owner of a motor vehicle involved in an accident if

type dsp?cgi]ed in s. 3t44f'12 shz_atll dehtefhmi”ev }’f‘{it.h r?$p?ﬁt 10 SYER' G\ner had in effect at the time of the accident a policy or bond
accident, the amount of Security which 1S sutlicient in the SeCigy, regpact to such motor vehicle, which policy or bond complies
tary’s judgment to satisfy any judgment for damages resultl(mt ;
: : X > h the requirements of s. 344.15.

from such accident which may be recovered against either opera- . L
tor or owner of the vehicles involved in such accident. Such deter-(P) To the operator who is not the owner of the vehicle involved
mination shall be based upon the total property damage suffef®¢1e accident if either the owner had in effect a policy or bond
by other persons whose property was involved in the accident, ABRIYing to the operator's operation of the motor vehicle at the
was with the owner’s permission, and on the extent of persoAdpolicy or bond with respect to the operator’s operation of motor
injuries, including deaths, involving other parties to the accideghicles not owned by the operator, which policy or bond meets
The determination as to the amount of security required shall H requirements of s. 344.15.

be made with respect to operators or owners who are exempt fronc) To the operator or owner whose liability for damages result-
the requirements of security and suspension under s. 344.14 i(®).from the accident is, in the judgment of the secretary, covered
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by any other form of liability insurance policy or bond meeting ti#44.15 Requirements as to policy or bond. (1) No
requirements of s. 344.15. policy orbond is effective under s. 344.14 unless all of the follow-

(d) To any person qualifying as a self-insurer under s. 34410 apply:
or to any person operating a vehicle for such self-insurer. (a) The policy or bond is issued by an insurer authorized to do

(e) To the operator or owner of a vehicle involved in an ac@hn a_utom_obile liability or surety business in this state, except as
dent wherein no injury was caused to the person of anyone otBvided in sub. (2).
than such operator or owner and wherein damage to property ofb) The limits of liability under the policy or bond, as of the
any one person other than such operator or owner did not equalaie of the accident, are equal to or greater than the minimum
exceed $1,000. liability limits.

(f) To the operator or owner of a vehicle legally parked at the (2) A policy or bond with respect to a vehicle which was not
time of the accident, provided that the operators of the othregistered in this state or was registered elsewhere at the time of
vehicles involved admit that such vehicle was legally parked e effective date of the policy or bond or the most recent renewal
other proof establishing such fact to the secretary’s satisfactiothisreof may be effective under s. 344.14 even though not issued
filed. by an insurer authorized to do an automobile liability or surety

(9) To the owner of a vehicle if, at the time of the accident, thgisiness in this state if the following conditions are complied
vehicle was being operated without the owner’s permissiofith:
express ommplied, or was parked by a person who had been oper-(a) The policy or bond either meets the liability limits specified
ating such vehicle without such permission. in sub. (1) or meets the liability limits of the equivalent law of the

(h) To any person who would otherwise have to deposit se&tate in which issued and such limits are, in the judgment of the
rity if, prior to the date the secretary would otherwise suspend fiRcretary, adequate to cover any damage or injury involved in the
person’s operating privilege and registrations under sub. (1)ascident in question.
order the impoundment of the motor vehicle under sub. (1m),(b) The insurer which issued the policy or bond executes a
there is filed with the secretary evidence satisfactory to the seqrewer ofattorney authorizing the secretary to accept service on its
tary that the person has been released from liability or has beehalf of notice or process in any action upon the policy or bond
finally adjudicated not to be liable or has executed a duly acknoatising out of the accident.
edged written agreement providing for the payment of an agreeq3) where service of process is made on the secretary under
amount in installments with respect to all claims for injuries @f power of attorney filed in accordance with sub. (2), the secretary
damage resulting from the accident. The secretary may accephall forthwith mail by registered mail a copy of the process
release from liability executed by a parent as natural guardiangpers to the insurer at the address given in the filed power of
behalf of a minor child with respect to property damage or pefttorney. In all cases of such service, there shall be served 2
sonal injuries sustained by the minor, provided that the total dagthenticated copies for the secretary and such additional number
agesjncluding the cost of medical care, do not exceed $5,000 asidauthenticated copies as there are defendants so served in the
that, in case of personal injury, the doctor’s certificate of injuction. One of the secretary’s copies shall be retained for the sec-
filed with the department certifies that the minor received no pegtary’srecord of service and the other copy shall be returned with
manent injury. proper certificate of service attached for filing in court as proof of

(i) To the owner of a vehicle insured as required by s. 121.5&rvice of the copies by having mailed them by registered mail to
194.41 or 194.42 or to the operator of such vehicle if operatitige defendants named therein. The service fee shall be $4 for each
with the owner’s permission at the time of the accident. defendant so served.

() To the owner of a vehicle involved in an accident if at the (4) After receipt of the report of an accident of the type speci-
time of the accident such vehicle was owned by or leased to fieel in s. 344.12, the secretary may forward to the insurer named
United States, this state or any county or municipality of this stategrein, that portion of the report or other notice which pertains to
or to the operator of such vehicle if operating such vehicle wiéim automobile liability policy or bond. The secretary shall assume
permission. that anautomobile liability policy or bond as described in this sec-

(k) To the operator or the owner of a vehicle involved in diPnwas in effect and applied to both the owner and operator with
accident when it appears to the satisfaction of the secretary figgPect to the accident unless the insurer notifies the secretary
there does not exist a reasonable possibility of a judgment in @iBerwise within 30 days from the mailing to the insurer of that

amountclaimed or in a lesser amount being rendered against s@tion of the report or other notice pertaining to the automobile
operator as a result of the accident. liability policy or bond. Upon receipt of notice from the insurer

(L) To the operator or owner involved in an accident if, at tHat an automobile liability policy or bond was in effect as to the

. : : : ner only, the operator only or was not in effect as to either of
?f;%ro ;tgij %%ld(ti;ltéggﬁe?erator was complying with s. 344'@1%m, the secretary shall within the remainder of the 90-day

NOTE: Par. (L) is created eff. 6-1-10 by 2009 Wis. Act 28. period specified in s. 344.13 (3) require the owner or operator or
(2m) A motor vehicle may not be impounded under sub (1r§.&th, whichever is applicable, to deposit security pursuant to this

if the vehicle is registered, or is required to be registered, in tHEAPLET- ASESpects permission to operate the vehicle, the insurer
name of the lessee of the ‘vehicle ’ 7 may correct the report or other notice only if it files with the secre-

4 Before the impoundment of a motor vehicle under ry within the 30-day period specified in this subsection an affi-
(1n(1)) t(hag deepgr(tameitl sﬁgllf conguctoaare;sgn\ellebléc:e;rcﬁ fosr vitsigned by the owner stating that the operator did not have the

owner of the motor vehicle and any holder of a security interegy,,

mortgage oother interest and notify the person so identified of the, tion of the report or other notice pertaining to an automobile

action. liability policy or bond is caused by fraud, the insurer shall notify
(b) Any person notified under par. (a) before the vehicle e secretary of the correction within 30 days of the time the fraud

impounded shall be given not less than 10 days to furnish suf§idiscovered.

cient proof to the secretary that one of the exceptions in sub. (2)(5) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to impose any

aFLP“teS- 1971 c. 78 1971 c. 164 5. 83 1971 c. 253: 1975 ¢. 55. 199, 207 lobligation not otherwise assumed by the insurer in its automobile
istory: c. 78; c. s. 83; c. ; c. 55, , D197 . . . . .
c.29s. 1654 (7) (a), (c); 1977 c. 273; 1981 c. 20, 363; 1983 a. 217; 1989 a. 105; fichility policy or bond except that if no correction is made in the

a. 269, 316; 1995 a. 113; 1997 a. 27, 84; 2009 a. 28. report or other notice within 30 days after it is mailed to the

er’'s permission to operate the vehicle. Where the insurer’s
re tonotify the secretary within 30 days of a correction in that
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insurer, the insurer, except in case of fraud, whenever such fréuel fees required under s. 343.21 (1) (j) and (n), complies with the
may occur, is estopped from using as a defense to its liability #ygplicable provisions of s. 343.38 and meets any of the following
insured’s failure to give permission to the operator or a violatioaquirements:

of the purposes of use specified in the automobile liability policy (@) The person whose operating privilege or registration was
or bond or the use of the vehicle beyond agreed geographical lifjspended or revoked deposits the security required under s.

ItSH' t 1975 c. 55; 1977 ¢. 29 s. 1654 (7) (c); 1977 c. 60, 293, 418; 1979 18’§1 4.14.
Istory: C. ) C. S. C), C. y y ) C. ; . . . . .
1981 c. %/84; 1985 a. 29; 2009 a. 28. (b) There is filed with the secretary evidence satisfactory to the

The failure to make a correction within the 30~day period under sub. (5) orgecretary that the person whose operating privilege or registration

estops an insurer from asserting one of the defenses listed in that subsection. R iahili
gren v. Strebig, 54 Wis. 2d 590, 196 N.W.2d 655 (1972). HR&% suspended or revoked has been released from liability or has

The30-day notice requirement in subs. (4) and (5) is mandatory. Substantial c&genfinally adjudicated not to be liable. The secretary may accept
pliance was inapplicable. Midwest Mutual Insurance Co. v. Nicolazzi, 138 Wis. 2drelease executed by a parent on behalf of a minor child only if

192, 405 N.W.2d 732 (Ct. App. 1987). e ) g
When the insured is also the operator, subs. (4) and (5) do not operate to estgpgnraease satisfies the reqUIrements SpeCIerd ins. 344.14 (2) (h)

insurer from raising ¢permission” defense. Nelson v. Zeimetz, 150 Wis. 2d 785, 442 (C) There is filed with the secretary evidence satisfactory to the
N.\év.zd 530 (cft. Atpp. 13739?_- bilty < ot mandatory in Wi ) secretary that the person whose operating privilege or registration
Souerage of atomoblelaity rance 1t et n Wscons, a0 ispendedt o revoked has executed a duly acknowledged
with this statute. Schanche v. Estate of Alvarez, 368 F. Supp. 543. written agreement in accordance with s. 344.14 (2) (h) and subject
_ _ to sub. (3).

344.16 Requirements as to self-insurers. (1) Any per- d) One year has elapsed since the effective date of the suspen-
son in whose name more than 25 motor vehicles are registe or revocation order and, during such period, no notice has
may qualify as a self-insurer by obtaining a certificate of self-ifyye, filed with the secretary by any claimant that an action was
surance issued by the secretary as provided in sub. (2). commenced by a party in interest. If the action was commenced
_ (2) The secretary may, upon the application of such a persgig court of record, the notice required by this paragraph shall
issue a certificate of self-insurance when satisfied that such Qgkude acertified copy of the summons and complaint or counter-
son is possessed and will continue to be possessed of ability 0 @gin or cross—complaint and proofssfrvice filed therein. In all
judgments obtained against such person. cases of service under s. 345.09, an additional notice and service

(3) Upon not less than 5 days’ notice and a hearing pursualist be made under this chapter to avail oneself of the provisions
to such notice, the secretary may upon reasonable grounds cagegiis chapter.
a certificate of self-insurance. Failure to pay any judgment within 1m) () Unless 3 years have elapsed since the date that a

30 days afer such udgment hsbecome e contiLies & reoRGiiremenundersub. (1) (3, (), (€ or (0 has been met, e per-
€ grc ) ‘son whose operating privilege or registration was suspended or
History: 1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (7) (c); 1977 c. 273. . : .
The uninsured motorist coverage requirements of s. 632.32 are inapplicabléqyo,ked under s. 344;14 Sha" file W|th_ the d_epartment and main-
self-insured entities under s. 344.16. Classified Insurance Co. v. Budget Renttain in effect proof of financial responsibility in the amount, form

Car Inc. 186 Wis. 2d 476, 521 N.W.2d 478 (Ct. App. 1994). ifind i ;
No statute requires a self-insured entity under s. 344.16 to provide uninsu?e%d manner SpeCIfled in this chapter.

motoristcoverage as part of the optional insurance it offers to its customers. Prophet(h) This subsection applies as a condition precedent to rein-
v. Enterprise Rent-A-Car Company, Inc. 2000 WI App 171, 238 Wis. 2d 150, 6&fatement of an operating privilege or registration suspended or
N.W.2d 225, 99-0776.

revoked under s. 344.14.

344.17 Requirements as to form and amount of secu- (3) If a person defaults in the payment of any installment
rity. (1) The security required under s. 344.14 shall be in sudhder a duly acknowledged written agreement, the secretary,
form and in such amount as the secretary may require but inupmn notice of such default given in no event later than 30 days
case irexcess of the limits specified in s. 344.15 (1) with referenedter the time for final installment, shall immediately suspend the
to the acceptable limits of a policy or bond. The person depositirgjistrations and operating privilege of the defaulting person. A
security shall specify in writing the person or persons on whosgspension or revocation of registration under this subsection
behalf the deposit is made and, at any time while such deposiHall remain in effect until the person pays the fee required under
in the custody of the secretary, the person depositing it maysirg41.36 (1m), meets the requirement under par. (a) or (b) and sat-
writing, amend the specification of the persons on whose behaffes the requirements of sub. (3m). A suspension or revocation
the deposit is made to include an additional person or persajfsan operating privilege under this subsection shall remain in
subject to the limitation that a single deposit of security shall Bfectuntil the person pays the fees required in s. 343.21 (1) (j) and
applicable only on behalf of persons required to furnish securify) complies with the applicable provisions of s. 343.38 and
because of the same accident. meets any of the following requirements:

_ (2) The secretary may reduce the amount of security orderedgy gych person deposits the security required under s. 344.14.
in any case if, in the secretary’s judgment, from evidence sub-

mitted, the amount ordered is excessive or has become excessi\)(g) One year has elapsed since the effective date of the suspen-

by filed release on part of the liability or by adjudication reduciﬁgn °ffl rgvog:tﬁtit?]n order tand,bduring slu.ch p?rtir?dt' no n(?ice has
the extent of the liability. In case the security originally orderetf " €0 with the Secretary by any claimant that an action was

had been deposited at the time the reduced amount is ordere enced by a party in interest. The notice required by this
excess over the reduced amount shall be returned to the depoBfRgraph shall comply with sub. (1) (d).
or the personal representative forthwith, notwithstanding s.(3m) (a) Unless 3 years have elapsed since the date that a

344.20. requirement under sub. (3) (a) or (b) has been met, the person
History: 1973 c. 189 s. 20; Sup. Ct. Order, 67 Wis. 2d 585, 776 (1975); 1973¢hose operating privilege or registration was suspended or
218,270, 421, 422, 1977 . 29 5. 1654 (7) (c); 1977 c. 43, 273. revokedunder sub. (3) shall file with the department and maintain

. . . . in effect proof of financial responsibility in the amount, form and
344.18 Duration of suspension for failure to deposit manner specified in this chapter.

security. (1) Any registration suspended or revoked under s. . . . . .
344.14 shall remain suspended or revoked and shall not bdb) This subsection applies as a condition precedent to rein-

renewed or reinstated until the person pays the fee required urid@{ement of an operating privilege or registration suspended or
s. 341.36 (1m), meets one of the requirements under pars. (dp¥9ked under sub. (3).

(d) and satisfies the requirements of sub. (1m). Any operating(3r) The secretary shall refuse registration of any vehicle
privilege suspended or revoked under s. 344.14 shall remain ssgned by a person whose registration has been suspended or
pended orevoked and shall not be reinstated until the person pagsoked under sub. (3).
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(4) The secretary shall not suspend, as required by sub. (3)niérests in the vehicleThe purchaser takes free of all such rights
the defaulting person has made payments to the extent specified interests even though the sale is not conducted in a commer-
in s. 344.15 (1) with reference to the acceptable limits of a policially reasonable manner or the department fails to give the notifi-
or bond. cations required under s. 344.14 (4) (a):

History: Sup. Ct. Order, 67 Wis. 2d 585, 766 (1975); 1975 c. 55, 199; 1977 c. 29 i i -
s. 1654 (7) (c); 1977 c. 273; 1979 c. 32, 258; 1981 c. 20; 1985 a. 202 ss. 29, 37; 19 §a) In the case of the pUb"C sale, if the purchaser has no knowl

a. 3; 1991 a. 269, 315; 1997 a. 84: 2007 a. 20. edge ofsuch defects in the sale and does not buy in collusion with
the department, other bidders or the person conducting the sale;

344.185 Duration of impoundment of motor vehicle; or

disposition. (1) Any motor vehicle impounded under s. 344.14 (b) In any other case, if the purchaser acts in good faith.

(2m) may not be returned to the owner unless: History: 1981 c. 363; 2001 a. 10; 2003 a. 33.

(a) An owner or holder of a security interest, mortgage or other o ) ) )
interest who is first notified after the vehicle is impounded fuB44.19  Applicability to nonresidents, unlicensed driv-
nishes sadifactory proof to the secretary that one of the exceptiofks, unregistered motor vehicles and accidents in -~ other -
in s. 344.14 (2) applies and pays the expenses incurred bystes. (1) If the operator or the owner of a motor vehicle
department in impounding the vehicle; or involved in an acident within this state has no license or registra-

(b) The owner deposits the security required under s. 344@;1, whether because the operator or owner is a nonresident or

(3) and pays the expenses incurred by the department in impolgause the operator or owner is a resident who has failed or
ing the vehicle. neglected t@btain a license or registration in this state, the opera-

(2) (@) Any impounded vehicle which is not returned to thtor or :)Wner shall nok: be aIIow?dda “(':t?qnfr? or reg!stratlor; un?ltthhe
owner within 30 days after impoundment shall be sold by t’fﬁera or or owner has complied with the requirements of this
apter to the same extent as would be necessary if, at the time of

department, ) ) ) he accident, the operator or owner had held a license and registra-
(b) If the owner is making a good faith attempt to redeem thgrz in this state.

vehicle under sub. (1), the department may grant an extension o 2) If the operating privilege or registration of a nonresident

up to 30 additional days before selling the vehicle. is suspended under s. 344.14, the secretary shall transmit a certi-

(c) The department, upon request, may permit the person Wigy oy of the record of such action to the administrator of the

according to the department's records, holds a security interesiiision “of motor vehicles or equivalent official of the state in

the vehicle to accept and maintain custody of the vehicle ag?ﬁich that person resides if the law of the state in which that per-
impoundment or to sell the vehicle in a commercially reasonaldig, esides provides for similar action by the administrator or
manner at a public or private sale. The proceeds of the sale U ajent official of that state in the event that a resident of this

:.his pa:jagraph shall be transmitted to the department for distriQlse pas a nonresident's operating privilege or registration in that
ion under par. (€). state suspended or revoked for failure to comply with the safety

(d) Ifthe vehicle is sold, any person who is the holder of a se¢dsponsibility law of that state.
rity interest which is perfected under s. 342.19 shall be notified of 3) Upon receipt of such certificatidrom another state to the
the sale and any person who holds a security interest, mortga ct that the operating privilege or registration of a resident of

otherinterest in the vehicle anq who acqgired the. security inte.ret%tis state has been suspended or revoked in such other state under
the mortgage or other interest in good faith may file a claim W'théplaw providing for its suspension or revocation for failure to

30 days after the sale with the department.. deposit security for payment of judgments arising out of a motor
(¢) 1. The money from the sale of a vehicle shall be used fifghicle accident, under circumstances which would require the
for payment of all proper expenses of impounding, preparing @ cretary to suspend a nonresident’s operating privilege or regis-
the sale and selling the vehicle, including expenses for seiz4fgtion had the accident occurred in this state, the secretary shall
maintenance of custody and advertising. Any remaining mongyspend the operating privilege of such resident if he or she was
may be paid to a claimant under par. (d) in the priority providgle operator and all of his or her registrations if he or she was the
under s. 342.19. owner of a motor vehicle involved in such accident. The depart-
2. All other proceeds of the sale remaining after the paymenigntmay accept a certification which is in the form of a combined
under subd. 1. shall be retained by the secretary of transportafigfice of required security and suspension otalershall not sus-
and applied as security for payment of judgments and assignmeyalisd a resident's operating privilege or registration on the basis of
as provided under s. 344.20 (2). Any amounts not used to @¥h order until at least 30 days have elapsed since the time for
judgments or assignments shall be transmitted to the secretanje&fositing security in the other state expired. A suspension or
administration for deposit in the school fund. revocation of operating privilege under this section shall continue
(3) Notwithstanding subch. VI of ch. 409 and ch. 425: until such resident furnishes evidence of his or her compliance
(@) A creditor with a security interest in a vehicle which iwith the law of the other state relating to the deposit of security,
ordered sold under this section may accelerate the maturity of fiag's the fees required unde843.21 (1) (j) and (n) and complies
secured indebtedness, is not required to give notice of default ##dh the applicable provisions of s. 343.38. A suspension or revo-
right to cure, may accept custody of the vehicle and may condgation of registration under this section shall continue until such
the sale of the vehicle as provided under sub. (2) (c) without ser@bident furnishes evidence of his or her compliance with the law
ing notification of the sale to the debtor and may receive proce@dfighe other state relating to the deposit of security, pays the fee
from the sale as provided under sub. (2) (e). required under s. 341.36 (1m) and satisfies the requirements of
(b) The owner of a vehicle which is ordered sold under this s&&- (3m).
tion is deemed in default under the instrument securing the(3g) The secretary shall refuse registration of any vehicle
indebtedness but has no right to cure the default or redeemahmed by a person whose registration has been suspended or
vehicle once the sale has been ordered, may not receive any fresked under sub. (3).
ceeds from the sale and remains liable to a secured party for ang3m) (a) Unless 3 years have elapsed since compliance of the
deficiency which remains unsatisfied after the distribution undgfsident with the law of the other state relating to the deposit of
sub. (2) (e). security, the resident whose operating privilege or registration
(4) When a vehicle is sold by or at the direction of the depantras suspended or revoked under sub. (3) shall file with the depart-
ment under this section, the sale transfers to the purchasernient and maiin in effect proof of financial responsibility in the
value all of the owner’s rights therein, and discharges all securéyount, form and manner specified in this chapter.
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(b) This subsection applies as a condition precedent to rdew to recover damages, but this shall not be construed to exclude
statement of an operating privilege or registration suspendedaarotice of insurance filed pursuant to s. 344.14 or 344.15 (4), or

revoked under sub. (3). both,from being admissible in evidence where it would otherwise
History: 1977 c. 29 ss. 1464, 1654 (7) (a), (c); 1991 a. 269, 316; 1997 a. 84; 2p@ material and admissible under the rules of evidence.

a. 20. History: 1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (7) (€); 1985 a. 29.

344.20 Custody, disposition and return of security. 34455 ghort title. Sections 344.12 to 344.22 and the general

(1) Security shall be deposited with the secretary in compliangg,yisions applicable thereto may be cited as the safety responsi-

with this chapter. bility law.

(2) The secretary shall apply the security only to the payment
of judgments and assignments and only as provided in this subsec-
tion: SUBCHAPTER Il

(@) The security may be applied to the payment of judgments
for damages arising out of the accident in question rendered PROOF OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
against either operator or owner for the damages resulting from FOR THE FUTURE
suchaccident in an action at law. Any party to such action in favor
of whom a judgment was rendered may move to have the court S . .
order the secretary to transmit to the court for application to %@4'24 Applicability of sections relating to proof of
payment of the judgment the money or securities available f}2ncial responsibility for the future. ~ Sections 344.29 to
such purpose, and the court may so order. The secretary /41 are applicable in all cases in which a person is required to
transmit to the clerk of the court the money or securities in t48POSit proof of financial responsibility for the future, including
amount authorized by par. (c) or in the amount specified in tH¥Secases in which a person is required to deposit proof of finan-
courtorder if less than the amount so authorized. Securities trafié! responsibility for the future under ss. 344.25 to 344.27, those
mitted shall be valued at the same amount as when received byF@ReS in which the deposit of proof of financial responsibility for
departmentAny excess shall be returned by the court to the seclie future is a condition precedent to reinstatement of an operating

hel h t biect to the provisions of tRI&vilege or registration suspended or revoked under s. 344.14,
La;]rgptt%rpe eld by the secretary subje provist 344.18 (3) or 344.19 (3) and those cases in which the deposit of

(b) Subject to the restrictions imposed by par. (c), the secu of offinancial responsibility for the future is a condition prece-

may be applied to the payment of a duly acknowledged assi nt to |ssuancfe of an operator_s_lllcense uEdgr S'd343'ﬁ83gfg or
ment by the person who made the deposit, provided the ass Qs;tat_errgt:gt 072"?1'1198{)”2;?%9%;'\/' g‘?e revoked under ch. )
ment is accompanied by releases signed by all parties in interest "’ a1 8 5% a5

and releasing the assignor from all liability to such parties @4 25 Suspension for nonpayment of judgment;

account of damages arising out of the accident in question. exceptions. Upon the receipt, under s. 344.05, of a certified
(c) No amount in excess of the portion designated by the seefgpy of a judgment for damages of $500 or more arising out of a

tary as having been deposited on account of damages suffereghblor vehicle accident, the secretary shall immediately suspend

the assignee or judgment creditor or person representing eithahefoperating privilege and all registrations of the person against

them shall be paid out on behalf of such person unless the dep@iom such judgment was rendered, subject to the following

tor has been released from liability by all other parties in interegkceptions:

In the latter event, the deposit may be applied to the payment ofy) |t the judgment arose out of an accident caused by the own-
the judgment or assignment in question without regard to the dggship or operation, with permission, of a vehicle owned by or
ignations. . _ leased tdhe United States, this state or any county or municipality

(3) (a) The deposit of security or any balance thereof shall §ethis state or a vehicle subject to the requirements of s. 121.53,
returned to the depositor or the personal representative underithe.41 or 194.42, the secretary shall not suspend such operating
conditions provided in par. (b) or (c). privilege or registration.

(b) The deposit or any balance thereof shall be returned when2) If the judgment creditor consents in writing in such form
evidencesatisfactory to the secretary has been filed that one of §iethe secretary may prescribe that the judgment debtor be allowed
contingencies specified in s. 344.18 (1) (b), (c) or (d) or (3) (b) h@sretain or reinstate the operating privilege and registrations, the
occurred. same may be allowed by the secretary for 6 months from the date

(c) If the provisions of s. 344.18 (1) (b), (c) or (d) or (3) (b) aref such consent and thereafter until such consent is revoked in
not applicable, the deposit or any balance thereof shall be returneiting, notwithstanding default in the paymentsoth judgment
when one year has elapsed from the date the deposit was mad@rotiany installments thereof as prescribed in s. 344.27, provided
during that period no notice has been filed with the secretary thy judgment debtor furnishes proof of financial responsibility for
any claimant that an action was commenced by a party in interést. future and maintains such proof at all times when such license
If the action was commenced in a court of record, the notiaad registrations are in effect during a period of 3 years following
required by this paragraph shall include a certified copy of ttiee date on which the agreement is filed with the secretary.
summons and complaint or counterclaim or cross complaint and(3) The secretary shall not suspend such operating privilege or
proof of service filed therein. In all cases of service under ggistrations if the judgment debtor obtains a court order for

345.09, an additional notice and service must be made under fhégallmentpayments and furnishes proof of financial responsibil-
chapter to avail oneself of the provisions of this chapter. ity as provided in s. 344.27.

(4) Security deposited under this section shall be paid into the(s) when the secretary receives certification of the entry of a
transportation fund and invested in accordance with s. 25.17 §linage judgment in accordance with s. 344.05 against a resident
(V)H-‘ lof this state which has been entered by an Indian tribal court in this
. 2'753}?%7393_32%8%919917 g_c-lgg?'z‘ég_l’ 1077 c. 29 s5. 1464m, 1654 (7) (2). (©): 13¢4te or by a court in another jurisdiction, the secretary shall give

notice tothe person of the receipt of the certification of judgment.
344.21 Matters not to be evidence in civil suits.  Neither I satisfaction of such judgment is not made and copy of such satis-
the report required following an accident, the action taken by tftion filed with the secretary within 30 days from the date such
department pursuant to this chapter, the findings, if any, up@@tice was given, the secretary shall suspend the operating privi-
which such action is based nor the security filed as provided in tHige and registrations of such judgment debtor.
chapter shall be referred to in any way or be any evidence of thg6) Notwithstandingsub. (5), subs. (2) and (3) apply tdeam-
negligence or due care of either party at the trial of any actiorage judgment in accordance with s. 344.05 against a resident of
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this state which has been entered by an Indian tribal court in thig3) A certificate of deposit of money or securities as provided
state. ins. 344.37; or

(7) Atthe time of the motor vehicle accident giving rise to the (4) A certificate of self-insurance as provided in s. 344.16,
judgment, the person was complying with s. 344.62 (1) or supplemented by an agreement by the self-insurer that, with
344.63 (1) applies. respect to accidents occurring while the certificate is in force, the

NOTE: Sub. (7) is created eff. 6-1-10 by 2009 Wis. Act 28. self-insurewill pay the same amounts that an insurer would have
History: (1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (7) (c); 1977 c. 273; 1981 c. 20; 1989 a. 105; 199¢en obligated to pay under a motor vehicle liability policy if it
a.39; 1997 . 84; 1999 a. 80; 2009 . 28. had issued such a policy to such self-insurer.

. . . . History: 1973 c. 90; 1981 c. 390; 1987 a. 27; 1991 a. 316.
344.26 Suspension to continue until judgment paid story ¢ ¢

and proof of financial responsibility given. (1) Subjectto 34431 Certification of insurance as proof. Proof of
the exceptions stated in ss. 344.25 (2) and 344.27 (2), any op&§fahncial responsibility for the future may be furnished by filing
ing privilege or registration suspended or revoked under s. 34 the secretary the written certification of any insurer duly
shall remain suspended or revoked until every judgment mefporized to dbusiness in this state that there is in effect a motor
tioned in s. 344.25 is stayed, satisfied or discharged and, unleggicieliability policy for the benefit of the person required to fur-
years have elapsed since the date on which the judgment Wag proof of financial responsibility or by transmitting such certi-
stayed, satisfied or discharged, until the person whose operafjigyion to the secretary by another means approved by the secre-
privilegeand registration was suspended or revoked furnishes @i, - sych certification shall give the effective date of such motor
maintains in effect proof of financial responsibility for the futurg,gjicle liability policy, which date shall be the same as the effec-
(3) Judgments in excess of the amounts specified in s. 344iQ% date of the certification and shall certify coverage for any
(2) (d) shall, for the purpose of this section only, be deemed sagifotor vehicle operated by the named insured if the certification
fied when payments in the amounts so specified have been cigdequired to be furnished by a vehicle operator or coverage for
ited thereon. Payments made in settlement of any claims becaygemotor vehicle owned by the named insured if the certification
of bodily injury, death or property damage arising from a motgs required to be furnished by a vehicle owner.
vehicle accident shall be credited in reduction of the respectiveistory: 1973 c. 90; 1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (7) (c); 1979 c. 102 s. 236 (3); 1987 a. 27;

amounts so specified. 1999 a. 80. S o
History: 1975 c. 297; 1997 a. 84; 1999 a. 80, 186. No policy issued pursuant to the ch. 344 financial responsibility statutes may
’ ' ' exclude coverage for persons related by blood or marriage to the operator as man-
i dated by s. 632.32 (6) (b) 1. Bindrim v. Colonial Ins. Co. 190 Wis. 2d 525, 527
344.27 Installment payment of judgments; suspen- N.W.2d 321 (1995).

sion upon default. (1) A judgment debtor upon due notice to This section does not mandate insurance on the person (an operator’s policy) and
: all the vehicles such person may own (an owner’s policy). It is incumbent upon

the judgment creditor may app'y to the court in WhiCh_ such jUdg}e person seeking insurance to inform the insurance company of whether he or she
ment was rendered for the privilege of paying such judgmentwants an operator’s policy, an owner’s policy, or both. It is not the insurer’s duty,
installments and the court. in its discretion and without prejudi%%sem instruction from the insured, to issue both types of policies. McKillip v. Bau-

] : ; h an, 2005 W1 App 165, 285 Wis. 2d 646, 702 N.W.2d 79, 04-2489.
to any other legal remedies which the judgment creditor may have, PP

may so order and fix the amounts and times of payment of €4 32 Certification furnished by nonresidents as
installments. proof. (1) A nonresident may give proof of financial responsi-

(2) The secretary shall not suspend the operating privilegelility by filing with the secretary a written certification of an
registration and shall restore any operating privilege or registiasurer authorized to transact an automobile liability or surety
tion suspended following nonpayment of a judgment when tbasiness ithe state in which the person resides or by transmitting
judgment debtor obtains such order permitting the payment of igh certification to the secretary by another means approved by
judgment in installments and, unless 3 years have elapsed siheesecretary, provided the certification otherwise conforms to this
the date on which the order permitting the payment of the judgrapter. The secretary shall accept the certification if the insurer
ment in installments is filed with the secretary, furnishes ardmplies with the following with respect to the policies so certi-
maintains proof of financial responsibility for the future. fied:

(3) If the judgment debtor fails to pay any installment as speci- (a) Such insurer shall execute a power of attorney authorizing
fied bysuch order, the secretary, upon notice of such default, shi#h secretary to accept service on its behalf of notice or process in
immediately suspend the operating privilege and registrationsaply action arising out of a motor vehicle accident in this state.
the judgment debtor until such judgment is satisfied as provided(h) Such insurer shall agree in writing that such policies shall
in's. 344.26. be deemed to conform with the laws of this state relating to the

History: 1977 c. 29 5. 1654 (7) (c); 1997 a. 84; 1999 a. 80, 186. terms of motor vehicle liability policies issued herein.

(2) If any insurer not authorized to transact business in this

required. Proof of financial responsibility for the future shall beStatg’V%’hiTth has qualifiid todfurtnii_h proof of financiatl ret?]ponsibil-t
furnished by any person required to give such proof under %%, ”e atuths in any suc utn erta |?gs or agtffeTe“ Sf ers]ecre_ary
344.25 to 344.27, those cases in which the deposit of proofS not thereaftér accept as proor any certfication of such carrier

financial responsibility for the future is a condition precedent # ether theretofore filed or thereafter tendered as proof, so long

: : - : : h default continues.
reinstatement of an operating privilege or registration suspendggSUc" , i . .
or revoked under s. 344.14, 344.18 (3) or 344.19 (3) and in the: o 412?72132'(13?139887251_92773. €. 90: 1977 ¢. 29'5. 1654 (7) (c); 1977 c. 273, 1979
cases in which the deposit of proof of financial responsibility for
the future is a condition precedent to issuance of an operat@4st.33 “Motor vehicle liability policy” defined.

license under s. 343.38 (4) or reinstatement of an operating priiy CERTIFICATION. In this chapter, “motor vehicle liability

344.29 Proof of financial responsibility for the future

lege revoked under ch. 343. policy” means a motor vehicle policy of liability insurance, certi-
History: 1973 c. 90; 1989 a. 72; 1991 a. 269; 1997 a. 84. fied as provided in s. 344.31 or 344.32 as proof of financial
o ] ) ] responsibility for the future, and issued, except as otherwise pro-
344.30 Methods of giving proof of financial responsi- vided in s. 344.32, by an insurer authorized to do an automobile

bility. Whenever a person is required under ch. 343 or this chaigility business in this state to or for the benefit of the person
to give proof of financial responsibility for the future, such progiamed in the policy as the insured.

may be given by filing: _ ) (2) MOTORVEHICLE LIABILITY PoLICY. A motor vehicle policy
(1) Certification of insurance as provided in s. 344.31 @ liability insurance shall insure the person named therein using
344.32; or any motor vehicle with the express or implied permission of the
(2) A bond as provided in s. 344.36; or owner, or shall insure any motor vehicle owned by the named
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insured and any person using such motor vehicle with the expresr. Permissive use is to be viewed the same under sub. (2) or under the omnibus
or implied permission of the named insured, against loss from §729¢ o1 §'2§°(41'93$6(f’)* 1975 stats. [632.32 (2)). Gross v. Joecks, 72 Wis. 2d 583,
liability imposed by law for damages arising out of the mainte-rinancial responsibility statutes mandate insurance on the person, not on the
nance or use of the motor vehicle within the United States wehicles that the person may own. Cardinal v. Leader National Insurance Co. 166
i i i He is. 2d 375, 480 N.w.2d 1 (1992).

Am.e.nca. O.r the. Dominion of Canada, SUbJeCt to .the mlr"mumThe requirements of this section do not apply to all automobile insurance policies
liability limits with respect to each such motor vehicle. issued in this state, only those that provide proof of financial responsibility under s.

(3) REQUIRED STATEMENTS IN POLICY. Such motor vehicle 3\1/1'4.31 or 344.32. Beerbohm v. State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Co. 2000
AT X pp 105, 235 Wis. 2d 182, 612 N.W.2d 338, 99-1784.
!'ab”'ty policy shall state the name anq address Of the namedy insurer's excess coverage was illusory in the context of its nonowned vehicle
insured the coverage afforded by the policy, the premium chargeavision. This section requires policy limits of at least $25,000. The insurer’s policy

f i i iahili limited coverage to $25,000, but excess only. Because the policy’s limit was equal

therefor,the p0|ICy perlod and the |ImItS. of "ablllty' .and Sha” conto the statutory minimum, and stacking is prevented, the policy would never provide
tain anagreement or be endorsed that insurance is provided thek@ess coverage. Janssen v. State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,

under inaccordance with the coverage defined in this chapter wﬁw3b\lv(lzl)%pp 1|§33, 26|6 \tle ﬁ-?- t;1/30,I_6<_38 N.V\{.Zd‘820, %2—25328.t c
H H up. applies only to hapility policies, not uninsured motorist coverage. ran-
respect tdodily injury and death or property damage, or both, aRdi"y, " Society Insurance, 2004 Wi App 34, 269 Wis. 2d 765, 676 N.W.2d 174,

is subject to all the provisions of this chapter. 03-1453.

(4) CERTAIN TYPES OF COVERAGE EXCLUDED. Such motor ) ) o )
vehicle liability policy shall not insure any liability under any344.34 Notice of cancellation or termination of certi-
worker’s compensation law as provided in ch. 102 nor any liabfied policy. When an insurer has certified a motor vehicle liabil-
ity on account of bodily injury to or death of any employee of tH/ policy under s. 344.31, a policy under s. 344.32 or a bond under
insuredwhile engaged in the'employment, other than domestic, f344.36, the insurance so certified shall not be canceled or termi-
the insured, or while engaged in the operation, maintenancenafed until at least 10 days after a notice of cancellation or ter-
repair of any such motor vehicle or any liability for damage t@ination of the insurance so certified has been filed in the office

property owned by, rented to, in charge of or transported by gpfethe secretary. No insurgnce o) certified. may be canceled or ter-
insured. minated by the insurer prior to the expiration of 90 days from the

effective date of the certification on the grounds of failure to pay

(5) PROVISIONSINCORPORATEDIN POLICY BY LAW. Every motor ; hen d such tified poli bond sub
vehicleliability policy shall be subject to the following provisions® Prémium when due.  such a certiiied policy or bong subse-

which need not be contained therein: quently procured shall, on the effective date of its certification,

h i b led lled terminate the insurance previously certified. Any certification or
_ (a) The policy may not be canceled or annulled as to sYgheriication filed by the same insurer following cancellation
liability by any agreement bgtvyeen the insurer and the insurgth| pe accompanied by a fee of $3 payable by the insurer.
after the occurrence of any injury or damage covered by SUCRisiory: 1973 c. 90; 1977 ¢. 29's. 1654 (7) (c); 1979 c. 102's. 236 (3); 1987 a. 27;
motor vehicle liability policy. 1991 a. 269; 1993 a. 213.

; i i i The failure of an insurer to comply with the notice requirement under this section
. (b) The satisfaction by the '”su.red of a JUdgment for.su Ir’]ecludes the insurer from asserting that a previously certified policy had lapsed.
injury or damage shall not be a condition precedent to the right @kg v. Kurtz, 100 Wis. 2d 40, 301 N.W.2d 262 (Ct. App. 1980).

duty of the insurer to make payment on account of such injury orhe 10-day notice of cancellation requirement only applied to liability coverage
damage. of a policy acquired to satisfy proof of financial responsibility. Uninsured motorist

i X X gerage cancellation took effect immediately. Nutter v. Milwaukee Insurance Co.
(c) The insurer shall have the right to settle any claim coverest wis. 2d 449, 481 N.w.2d 701 (Ct. App. 1992).

by the policy, and if such settlement is made in good faith, the
amount thereof shall be deductible from the limits of liability sp&844.35 This chapter not to affect other policies.
cified in sub. (2). (1) Thischapter does not apply to ofeadt policies of automobile
(d) The policy, the written application therefor, if any, and ari}suranceagainst liability which may now or hereafter be required
rider or endorsement which does not conflict with the provisioR¥ any other law of this state. If such policies contain an agree-
of this chapter constitutes the entire contract between the partiégnt or are endorsed to conform to the requirements of this chap-
(6) EXCESS OR ADDITIONAL COVERAGE. Any policy which ter, they may be certified as proof of financial responsibility under

grants the coverage required for a motor vehicle liability polic}S chapter. o
may also grant any lawful coverage in excess of or in addition to(2) This chapter does not apply to or affect policies insuring
the coverage specified for a motor vehicle liability policy and su€R!€ly the insured named in the policy against liability resulting
excess or additional coverage is not subject to the provisionsT@m the maintenance or use by persons in the insured’s employ
this chapter. With respect to a policy which grants such exces§ben the insured’s behalf of motor vehicles not owned by the
additional coverage the term “motor vehicle liability policy’insured.

applies only to that part of the coverage which is required by thiglistory: 1991 a. 316.

section.

(7) REIMBURSEMENT PROVISION PERMITTED. Any motor
vehicle liability policy may provide that the insured shall reim

344.36 Bond as proof. (1) Proof of financial responsibility
may be evidenced by the bond of a surety company duly autho-

bursethe insurer for an ment the insurer ld not h b rized to transact business within this state or a bond with at least
UrSethe Insurer for any payment tn€ insurer would not have bet, 4;iqyal sureties each owning real estate within this state and

obligated to make under the terms of the policy except for the pggetherhaving equities equal in value to at least twice the amount
visions of this section. ~ of the bond, which real estate shall be scheduled in the bond
~ (8) PRORATION OF INSURANCE PERMITTED. Any motor vehicle approved by aidge of a court of record. Such bond shall be con-
liability policy may provide for the prorating of the insurancgjitioned for the payment of the amounts specified in s. 344.01 (2)
thereunder with other valid and collectible insurance. (d). The bond shall be filed with the secretary and shall not be can-
(9) MuLtipLE PoLIciES. The requirements for a motor vehiclecelable except after 10 days’ written notice to the secretary.
liability policy may be fulfilled by the policies of one or more (2) The bond constitutes a lien in favor of the state upon any
insurers which policies together meet such requirements.  surety’sreal estate which is scheduled in the bond and which is not
(10) BiNDERS. Any binder issued pending the issuance of exempt by law from execution. Su@n is effective as of the time
motorvehicle liability policy shall be deemed to fulfill the requirewhen the secretary records the bond in the office of the register of
ments for such a policy. deeds othe county wherein such real estate is located, as provided
History: 1973 c. 90, 243; 1975 c. 147 s. 54; 1977 c. 293, 1979 c. 102 ss. 43, #3&. 706.05 (1). Such lien exists in favor of any holder of a final
(3). (4); 1981 c. 284; 1999 a. 80; 2009 a. 28. _ judgment against the person who filed such bond, for damages
Although the record owner’s son loaned the car to another against the fathﬁé_gulting from the ownership, maintenance, use or operation of a

expresswishes, the record owner’s permission under sub. (2) was presumed as a . g 4
ter of law when the son’s custody and control was such that son was the car'sfi@ator vehicle after such bond was recorded, including damages
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for care and for loss of services because of bodily injury to or deeftfinancial responsibility is again furnished or the period during
of any person and damages because of injury to or destructiombich proof was required to be furnished has expired.
property and the consequent loss of use thereof. (b) Whenever any person who has furnished proof of financial
(3) If the judgment rendered against the principal on the boresponsibility fails to maintain such proof at any time during the
is not satisfied within 60 days after it has become final, the judgeriod when proof of financial responsibility is required under s.
ment creditor may, for his or her own use and benefit and at 8%4.18 (1m) or (3m) or 344.19 (3m), the secretary shall suspend
judgment creditor’s sole expense, bring an action in the nameafifof the person’s registrations for a period of time running from
the state against the company or persons executing the bahé,date of suspension until such time as either satisfactory proof
including an action or proceeding to foreclose any lien that mef/financial responsibility is again furnished or the period during
existupon the real estate of a person who has executed such bamich proof was required to be furnished has expired.

In the foreclosure of such lien, ch. 846 on the foreclosure of real(2) (a) Except as provided in par. (b), whenever any proof of

esi_tlf?\:e m(igt%ag?:gsr]%' gpp|gtag gar ?75\/5052?22%- 176 1975y 197 financial responsibility filed under this chapter no longer fulfills
Istory: C. S. , oup. . Oraer, IS. s y i i H
218: 197y7 C.29's. 1654 (7) (¢). p %he purposes for which required, the secretary shall require other

Thedirect action statute, s. 632.24, does not apply to actions in which the princiQ&pof meeting the requirements of th|5_ chapter_ _and shall suspend
on a bond under this section causes injury. Sub. (3) requires obtaining a judgngnrevoke the operating privilege pending the filing of such other
against the principal before an action may be brought against the surety. Vansgpggiof
v. Progressive Northern Insurance Co. 188 Wis. 2d 584, 525 N.W.2d 146 (Ct. AE?). ! . A o .

1994). (b) Whenever any proof of financial responsibility filed under

. ] S. 344.18 (1m) or (3m) or 344.19 (3m) no longer fulfills the pur-
344.37 Money or securities as proof. (1) Proof of finan-  poses for which required, the secretary shall require other proof
cial responsibility for the future may be evidenced by a depofiketing the requirements of this chapter and shall suspend all of
with the secretary by the person of $60,000 in cash, or in securitigs person’s registrations pending the filing of such other proof.
such as may legally be purchased by savings banks or for trusistory: 1973 c. 90; 1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (7) (c); 1989 a. 72; 1991 a. 269; 1997 a.
funds of amarket value of $60,000. The secretary shall not accépt
any such deposit unless accompanied by evidence that there are )
no unsatisfied judgments of any character against the deposito?4d-41 Duration of proof; when proof may be canceled
the county where the depositor resides. or returned. (1) Subject to the exceptions set forth in sub. (2),

(2) Deposits made under this section shall be held by the skt€ Secretary shall, upon request, consent to the immediate can-
retary to satisfy, in accordance with this chapter, any executioniiation of any bond or certification of insurance, return to the
a judgment issued against the person making the deposit, for d ﬁks]_orentltled thereto any money or securities deposited pursuant
ages resulting from the ownership, maintenance, use or operalfbHiS chapter as proof of financial responsibility and shall waive
of a motor vehicle after such deposit was made, including dafifly réquirement of the filing of proof of financial responsibility
ages for care and for loss of services because of bodily injury{Benever, except as provided in sub. (1m), any of the following
or death of any person and damages because of injury tof%gnts has occurred: _ _ _ o
destruction of property and the consequent loss of use thereof(2) The period during which proof of financial responsibility
Money or securities so deposited are not subject to attachmerisdgequired has expired; or
execution unless such attachment or execution arises out of a su{b) The person on whose behalf such proof was filed has died

for damages as set forth in this section. or has become permanently incapacitated to operate a motor
History: 1971 c. 164 s. 82; 1975 c. 270; 1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (7) (c); 1989 a. 3gehicle; or

34438 Owner and leasing company may give proof for (c) The person who has given proof surrenders the person’s

others. Whenever any person required to give proof of financilz'afense 0 th? secretary. . .

responsibility for the future under this chapter is or later becomes(1M) Subject to the exceptions set forth in sub. (2), the secre-
an operator in the employ of any owner, or is or later become®@& Shall, upon request, consent to the immediate cancellation of
member of the immediate family or household of the owner, tR8Y bond or certification of insurance, return to the person entitled
secretary shall accept proof given by such owner in lieu of prd9f"eto any money or securities deposited pursuant to this chapter
by such other person. If the vehicle is leased to the employer, tR&Proof of financial responsibility and shall waive any require-
the leasing company may file proof of financial responsibility oment of the filing of proof of financial responsibility under s.
behalf of the person required to furnish such proof. When prodft4-18 (1m) or (3m) or 344.19 (3m) whenever any of the follow-
has been given as provided in this section, the person on wh§e€vents has occurred:

behalfsuch proof was furnished may be granted a license, but only(a) The period during which proof of financial responsibility
to operate those vehicles for which proof was so given. Tiserequired has expired.

department shall note such restriction on the person’s license(b) The person who has given proof surrenders all of the per-
including adesignation of each vehicle for which proof was giveon’s registrations to the secretary.

History: 1977 ¢. 29s. 1654 (7) (a), (). (2) The secretary shall not consent to the cancellation of any
34439 Substitution of proof.  The secretary shall consent?0nd Orthe return of any money or securities if any action for dam-
: : gges upon a liability covered by such proof is then pending or any

to the cancellation of any bond or certification of insurance dgment upon any such liability is then unsatisfied, or if the per-

return any money or securities to the person entitled thereto u%bn ho filed the bond or d ited the mon ; rities h
the substitution and acceptance of other adequate proof of finap; V10 M€d the bond or deposited the money or securities has,
cial responsibility pursuant to this chapter. within one year immediately preceding the request for cancella-

History: 1975 c. 270: 1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (7) (c); 1987 a. 27. tion ofthe bond or return _of the money or s_ecuritie_s, been invc_)lve_d

as an operator or owner in any motor vehicle accident resul_tmg in

344.40 Revocation or suspension for failure to main- injury or damage to the person or property of others. An affidavit
tain proof; other proof may be required. (1) (a) Except of the applicant as to the nonexistence of such facts, or that the per-

as provided in par. (b), whenever any person whose Operatﬁﬁ?ﬁ has been re!eased from a" ||ab|||ty, or has begn flnaIIy adjud_i-
privilege was suspended or revoked who has furnished proofcgfed not to be liable for such injury or damages is sufficient evi-
financial responsibility fails to maintain such proof at any tim@ence thereof in the absence of evidence to the contrary in the
during the period when proof of financial responsibiiity igecords of the secretary.

required the secretary shall suspend or revoke such person’s oper{3) (a) Whenever any person whose proof has been canceled
ating privilege for a period of time running from the date of susr returned under sub. (1) (c) desires reinstatement of that person’s
pension or revocation until such time as either satisfactory pragferating privilege prior to the expiration of the period during
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which proof of financial responsibility is required, that person (b) Forge or, without authority, sign any evidence of proof of
shall again furnish proof of financial responsibility. Thereupofinancial responsibility or, knowing or having reason to believe
that person’s operating privilege is reinstated as provided intlsat such evidence has been forged or signed without authority,
343.38. file or offer such evidence for filing.

(b) Whenever any person whose proof has been canceled ofc) Sign or file the affidavit mentioned in s. 344.15 (4), know-
returned under sub. (1m) (b) desires reinstatement of his or imgrthat it contains a false statement.
registrations prior to the expiration of the period during which (2) Any person violating this section may be fined not more
proof of financial responsibility is required, he or she shall agaiiftan $10,000 or imprisoned for not more than 9 months or both.
furnish proof of financial responsibilityThereupon his or her reg-  History: 1985 a. 29; 1997 a. 283; 2001 a. 109.
istrations may be renewed or reinstated upon payment of the fee
required under s. 341.36 (1m).

History: 1973 c. 90; 1975 c. 270; 1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (7) (c); 1977 c. 273; 1987
a. 27; 1991 a. 269, 316; 1997 a. 84.

SUBCHAPTER V

FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR RENTED AND
344.42 Submission of certifications and recertifica- HUMAN SERVICES VEHICLES
tions by insurers.  If the sum of certifications and recertifica-
tionsunder ss. 344.31, 344.32 and 344.34 that are submitted bBan.51 Financial responsibility for domestic rented or
insurer to the department in any year exceeds 1,000, the inswsgged vehicles. (1g) In this section:
shallpay to the department a transaction fee of $1.50 per certifica-(3) “ essor” means a person who, for compensation, leases a
tion or recertification that is not transmitted electronically to theiotor vehicle to a lessee to be operated by or with the consent of

department. The department shall promulgate rules establishiyg jessee or who acquires a contract for the leasing of a motor
proceduregor thecollection of transaction fees under this sectiofenicle from another person.

History: 1997 a. 27. « e ;
Cross Reference:See also ch. Trans 197, Wis. adm. code. (b) Motor vehicle” means a self—propelled vehicle.

(c) “Rental company” means a person who, for compensation,
rents amotor vehicle to a renter to be operated by or with the con-

SUBCHAPTER IV sent of the renter or who acquires a contract for the renting of a
motor vehicle from another person.
PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS OF CHAPTER (Im) No lessor or rental company may for compensation rent

or lease any motor vehicle unless there is filed with the department
on a form prescribed by the department a certificate for a good and
ufficient bond or policy of insurance issued by an insurer autho-
ed to do an automobile liability insurance or surety business in
state. The certificate shall provide that the insurer which
Jed iwill be liable for damages caused by the negligent opera-
of the motor vehicle in the amounts set forth in s. 344.01 (2)
. No lessor or rental company complying with this subsection,
: A d no lessor or rental company entering into or acquiring an inter-
ggg;gnm?hnggigaeﬁgrﬁgﬁm rtrl]']aeymdltroe(;}gg gggg:r?nfwﬁecr?tr to take po st in any contract for the rental or leasing of a motor vehicle for
. - i ) which any other lessor or rental company has complied with this
. (2) Any person who intentionally fails or refuses to return aypsection, is liable for damages caused by the negligent opera-
license and registration plate or plates as required by this sec}igR of the motor vehicle by another person.

may be required to forfeit not more than $100. (2) Any lessor or rental company failing to comply with this
o g 0 B 197 & 29 8- 1465, 1654 (7) (a), (0); 1977 c. 43, 203 19884y s diirectly liable for damages caused by the negligence of
the person operating such rented or leased vehicle, but such liabil-
344.46 Transfer of vehicle ownership to defeat pur- ity may not exceed the limits set forth in s. 344.01 (2) (d) with
pose of chapter. (1) No owner of a motor vehicle involved in respect to the acceptable limits of liability when furnishing proof
an accident in this state which is reportable under s. 346.70 sphfinancial responsibility.
transfer the ownership or registration of any vehicle whose regis-(3) Any person violating this section may be required to forfeit
tration is subject to suspension or revocation under this chaptet more than $200.
until all of the applicable provisions of this chapter has been comiistory: 1971 c. 278; 1977 . 29's. 1654 (7) (a); 1979 c. 102; 1995 a. 329; 1997
plied W.Ith or urtil the secretary is satisfied that SUCh.tranSfer IS pra- lessor is not liable to the lessee’s insurer for monies that the insurer paid to a vic-
posed in good faith and not for the purpose or with the effecty@f of the lessee's negligence. American Family Mutual Insurance Co. v. Reciprocal

defeating the purposes of this chapter. Ins. Service Exchange Mgt. Co. 111 Wis. 2d 308, 330 N.W.2d 223 (Ct. App. 1983).

(2) Any person violating this section may be required to forfelf,d s one poliey was roqured 10 cover remaning damages. - Germanctia
not more than $200. National Indemnity Co. 119 Wis. 2d 293, 349 N.w.2d 733 (Ct. App. 1984).

(3) This section does not apply to or affect the registration g3 oS, S22 Sl i i Corticate o seit- nsurance and recen.
any vehicle sold by a person who, under the terms or conditiofga certificate from DOT confirming their ability to pay. A self-insured agency is
of any written instrument giving a right of repossession, has exept the equivalent of an uninsured driver as it is not otherwise liable for its lessee’s
cised such right and has repossessed suh veficle from a pelf:, 1320y 8 S o s e el S %
whose registration has been suspended or revoked under g6mS570 N.w.2d 897 (Ct. App. 1997), 97-0036.

344.45 Surrender of license and registration upon
suspension. (1) Whenever a person’s operating privilege of.
registration is suspended under this chapter, the department
order the person to surrender to the department his or her op
tor’s license and the registration plates of the vehicle or vehic
for which registration was suspended. If the person fails imme
ately to return the operator’s license or registration plates to

chapter No statute requires a self-insured entity under s. 344.16 to provide uninsured
A ; . . . . toristcoverage as part of the optional insurance it offers to its customers. Prophet
History: 1971 c. 278; 1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (7) (c); 1991 a. 269; 1997 a. 84; 1@%nterprise Rent-A-Car Company, Inc. 2000 WI App 171, 238 Wis. 2d 150, 617

a. 80, 186. N.W.2d 225, 99-0776.

344.48 Forged proof. (1) No person shall: 344.52 Financial responsibility for foreign rented

(a) Forge or, without authority, sign any notice provided for ivghicles. (1g) In this section, “motor vehicle” means a self-
s. 344.14 or 344.15 (4), or both, to the effect that a policy or bapkppelled vehicle.
is in effect or, knowing or having reason to believe that the notice (1r) Whenever any motor vehicle rented for compensation
has been forged or signed without authofiliy,or offer the notice outside this state is operated in this state, the lessor of the motor
for filing; or vehicle is directly liable for all damages to persons or property
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caused by the negligent operation of the rented vehicle unless, a2) “Authorized driver” means, in connection with a private

the time when the damage or injury occurs, the operation of fiessenger vehicle under a rental agreement, all of the following:
rente_d vehicle is eﬂectivel_y covered by a polic_y_ of i_nsurance that (a) The spouse of the renter, if the spouse is a licensed driver
providescoverage at least in the amounts specified in s. 344.01 24 meets any minimum age requirement in the rental agreement.

(d) for property damage, personal injury, or death suffered by any(y) A person listed in the rental agreement as an authorized
person oraccount of the negligent operation of the rented vehiclgyjyer.

The amount of liability imposed upon the lessor by this section in
the absence of insurance coverage shall not exceed the limit loyer, employee or co-worker engages in a business activity

forth in s. 344.01 (2) (d) with respect to the acceptable limits PR : ;
liability when furnishing proof of financial responsibility. The -th the renter, is a licensed driver and meets the rental company’s

fact that the rented vehicle is operated in this state contrary to nglmum age requirement. . . .
understanding cagreement with the lessor is not a defense to any (d) A Person who operates the private passenger vehicle during
liability imposed by this section. ax emergency or while parking the private passenger vehicle at a

(2) (a) If a motor vehicle rented for compensation outside thcfgmmeirmal or prlvaFe e;c,tabllshment. .

state isoperated in this state, the lessor of the vehicle is considered3) ‘Damage waiver” means a contractual provision under
to have irrevocably appointed the secretary as the agent or affich a rental company agrees for a charge rioditba renter or
ney upon whom legal process may be served in any action or F;)r;ét_horlzeobl_rlver liable for damage or loss related to a private pas-
ceeding against the lessor or the lessor’s personal representativeger venhicle rented by the renter. )
successors, or assigns, growing out of the operation of the rente?) “Private passenger vehicle” means a type 1 automobile.
motorvehicle in this state, which appointment is binding upon the (5) “Rental agreement” means a written agreement setting
lessor's personal representative, successors, or assigns. fotth the terms and conditions governing the use of a private pas-
operation othe rented motor vehicle in this state is a significatiosenger vehicle provided for rent by a rental company.
of the lessor’s agreement that legal process or notice may bgg) “Rental company” means a person in the business of pro-
servedupon the lessor or the lessor’s personal representative, shding private passenger vehicles for rent to the public.
cessors, or assigns and that process or notice so served has ti§ “Renter” means the person who rents a private passenger
same legal force as if personally served upon them in this stafghicle from a rental company under a rental agreement.

(b) Service of process or notice under par. (a) shall be made asstory: 1989 a. 328; 2005 a. 173.
provided in s. 345.09. This section does not affect the right to o
serve process or notice on the nonresident operator of the red&#572 Applicability to rental agreements. (1) Except
motor vehicle as provided ins. 345.09. as pl’OVIded in sub. (2), ss. 344.574, 344,576 and 344.578 apply

History: 1977 c. 29; 2001 a. 102; 2005 a. 149. to all rental agreements concerning private passenger vehicles

rented from locations in this state for a period of 30 consecutive

344.55 Insurance for human service vehicles. (1) No days or less.
motor vehicle may be used as a human service vehicle unless g) Sections 344.574, 344.576 and 344.578 do not apply to a
policy of bodily injury and property damage liability insuranceyental agreement under which a persants from a motor vehicle
issued by an insurer authorized to transact business in this sigé@jer licensed under ss. 218.0101 to 218.0163 a private passen-
is maintained thereon. The policy shall provide liability coveraggsr vehicle owned by the dealer if the private passenger vehicle
with limits, as of the policy’s effective date, of at least the minjs rented only for use while a vehicle owned or leased by the per-

mum liability limits or, if greater, of not less than $75,000 for eag&hn or which the person has agreed to purchase is being serviced,
persorand, subject to such limit for each person, total limits as fbpaired, manufactured or delivered.

) The renter's employer, employee or co-worker, if the

lows: _ _ _ (3) Ifarental agreement is subject to ss. 344.574, 344.576 and
(a) $150,000 for each accident for each motor vehicle havigg4 578, any provision of the rental agreement that violates any
a seating capacity of 7 passengers or less. requirement of ss. 344.574, 344.576 and 344.578 is void.

(b) $200,000 for each accident for each motor vehicle havingfistory: 1989 a. 328; 1999 a. 31.
a seating capacity of 8 to 15 passengers.

(c) $250,000 for each accident for each motor vehicle haviig#-274 Limited liability for damage. (1) DAMAGE TOPRK
a seating capacity of 16 to 24 passengers. VATE PASSENGERVEHICLE. (@) Unless a renter purchases a damage
(d) $375,000 for each accident for each motor vehicle haViwalver offered in accordance with s. 344.576, a rental company
a seating ca;pacity of 25 to 36 passengers H%y hold the renter liable to the extent permitted under subs. (2)

X . to (4) for physical or mechanical damage to the rented private pas-
(e) $500,000 for each accident for each motor vehicle haviggnger vehicle that is caused by any of the following:

a seating capacity of 37 to 49 passengers. ) 1. An accident occurring while the private passenger vehicle
(f) $500,000 plus not less than $10,000 for each accident {9 nder the rental agreement.

each passenger seat accommodation for each motor vehicle hav,, - e renter or an authorized driver who is using the private

ing a seating capacity of 50 or more passengers. passenger vétle, intentionally or by his or her reckless or wanton
(2) The department may not issue registration plates for suglsconduct.

a vehicle unless there is on file with the department a certificate 3 Thaft of the private passenger vehicle intentionally caused

of insurance showing that the vehicle is insured in compliange e renter. A renter is presumed not to have caused the theft
with sub. (1). No such policy may be terminated prior to its eXp'rﬁ‘ﬁentionally if all of the following apply:
It i

tion orcanceled for any reason unless a notice thereof is filed w - - . _—
a. The renter or authorized driver has possession of the igni-

the department at least 30 days prior to the date of termlnatlogift))é key furnished by the rental company or establishes that the

cancellation. The department shall suspend the registration Stion kev furnished by the rental company was not in th
vehicle on which thinsurance policy has been terminated or calfd '1'on K€y furnisnéd Dy the rental company was no e
vehicle at the time of the theft.

celed, effective on the date of termination or cancellation.

History: 1983 a. 175 s. 20; Stats. 1083 s. 344.55; 1997 a. 84; 2000 a. 28. b. The renter or authorized driver files an official report of the
theft with the police or other law enforcement agency within 24
344.57 Definitions applicable to ss. 344.57 to 344.579. hours of learning of the theft and reasonably cooperates with the
In ss. 344.57 to 344.579: rental company, police, and other law enforcement agencies in

(1) “Accident” means collision of a private passenger vehicRroviding information concerning the theft.
with another object or other upset of the private passenger vehicléb) Unless a renter purchases a damage waiver offered in
not caused intentionally by the renter. accordance with s. 344.576, a rental company may hold an autho-
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rized driver liable to the extepermitted under subs. (2) to (4) for344.576 Damage waivers. (1) OFFER AND SALE
physical or mechanical damage to the rented private passemgaTRICTED. A rental company may not offer or sell a damage
vehicle that is caused by any of the following: waiver in conjunction with a rental agreement unless the terms of

1. An accident occurring while the private passenger vehiéfte damage waiver comply with sub. (2) and the renter is provided
is operated by the authorized driver and is under the rental agtBg-notice required under sub. (3).
ment. (2) Terms. Every damage waiver shall provide that the rental
2. The authorized driver who is using the private passeng@mpany may not hold the renter or authorized driver liable for
vehicle, intentionally or by his or her reckless or wanton miscofily amount that the renter or authorized driver might otherwise be
duct. liable for under s. 344.574 (2) (a) for damage to the rented private
(2) LimiTs oN LIABILITY. (@) The total liability of a renter or passenger vehicle, unless any of the following applies:

authorized driver under sub. (1) for damage to a rented private(@) The damage is caused by the renter or authorized driver
passenger vehicle may not exceed all of the following: intentionally or by his or her reckless or wanton misconduct.
1. The lesser of: (b) The damage occurs while the renter or authorized driver

rateghe private passenger vehicle in this state while under the
a. The actual and reasonable costs that the rental Comp%?zence of an intoxicant or other drug, as described under s.

incurred to repair the private passenger vehicle or that the re
companywould have incurred if the private passenger vehicle h -63 (1) (a), (am), or (b) or (2m).

been repaired, which shall reflect any discounts, price reductionsC) The damage occurs while the renter or authorized driver
or adjustments available to the rental company. operateshe private passenger vehicle in another state while under

b. The fair market value of that private passenger vehit% = Slnglfut(;r;(t:itgzean intoxicant or other drug, as described in the
immediately before the damage occurred, as determined in the '

customary market for the sale of that private passenger vehicle, (9) Tdhc_a damage occurs(;/vhile tfée renter or atuthtorized driver is

2. Actual and reasonable costs incurred by the rental compgﬁ)gage In arace or spee or_ endurance contest. . —
for towing the private passenger vehicle and for storage of the pri-(€) The damage occurs while the renter or authorized driver is
g, orthas directed another to use, the private passenger vehicle

vate passenger vehicle during the period befor_e the renter notiHé%l mmission of & misdemeancr or felon h terms ar
the rental company of the damage to the vehicle or for 14 d%%nfeﬁﬂn . 3538 68 amisdemeanor or telony, as those terms are

after the damage occurs, whichever period is shorter. _ i _
(b) A rental company may not hold the renter or authorized (f) The damage occurs while the renter or authorized driver

driver liable for any of the following: usesthe private passenger vehicle to carry persons or property for

. . nire.
1. Loss or damage to the private passenger vehicle resulg?n . . .
from a cause other than that described in sub. (1) (a) 1. or 2. Witl%g) The damage occurs while the renter or authorized driver

; Uses the private passenger vehicle outside of the United States or
;iezsé%egtrit/oetrhe renter sub. (1) (b) 1. or 2. with respect to the authd(J:anada, unless use outside the United States or Canada is per-

. . mitted under the rental agreement.
2. Loss of use of the private passenger venicle. (h) The damage occurs while the private passenger vehicle is
3. Any administrative charges, including the cost of appraisa g p b 9

S erated on a surface not intended for use by private passenger
or other costs or expenses that are incidental to the damage tq, yp P 9

. . cles.
private passenger vehicle. (i) The renter provided misleading or false information to the

4. Any other charge unless expressly permitted under par. (@ha| company, causing the rental company to rent the private

(c) A rental company may not hold the renter liable for anyassengevehicle when the rental company would not have other-
amounts that the rental company has recovered from an auiige done so, or on terms to which it would not have otherwise
rized driver. A rental company may not hold an authorized drivggreed.

liable for any amounts that the rental company has recovered from(j) The renter or the authorized driver who was operating the
the renter. private passenger vehicle when an accident occurred fails to

(4) INSPECTIONAND ESTIMATES. A rental company may not promptly report to the police and rental company the accident
collect or attempt to collect the amount described in sub. (2) tapulting in damage to the private passenger vehicle.

from the renter or authorized driver or the insurer of the renter Or(k) The damage occurs while the private passenger vehicle is
authorizeddriver unless the rental company satisfies all of the fql)‘perated by someone other than an authorized driver as defined
lowing: in s. 344.57 (2). This paragraph does not apply if the vehicle has
(@) Allows the renter or authorized driver who may be liablgeen lost or a theftas occurred and the renter is presumed to have
undersub. (1) (b) and the insurer of the renter or authorized drivest caused the theft or loss intentionally under s. 344.574 (1) (a)
to inspect the unrepaired rented private passenger vehicle witgin
2 working days after the rental company is notified of the damage. 3y Norice. (a) A rental company that offers or sells a damage
Upon receiving notice of the damage, the rental company shallyyer shall provide to each renter a written notice that is part of
prompily notify the renter or authorized driver who may be liabige rental agreement or on a separate form described in the rule
under sub. (1) (b) of his or her right and his or her insurer’s righ{ jer par. (c) and that includes all of the following:

o Inspect the private passenger vehicle. . . 1. An explanation of the total costs that the renter or autho-
(b) Obtains an estimate on the costs of repairing the privaigay driver may be liable for under s. 344.574 (2) (a).
passenger vehicle, makes a copy of the estimate available upo . A statement that the liability of the renter or authorized

request to the renter or authorized driver who may be liable under )
sub. (1) (b) or the insurer of the renter or authorized driver w gver under s. 344.574 (2) (a) may be covered by the renter's or

h - h orized driver’s personal motor vehicle insurance policy or by
may be liable under sub. (1) (b) and submits a copy of the estlmaa%h . ) ’
with any claim to collect the amount described in sub. (2) (a). qgtggzederggpetd?tng:r%Wh'Ch the renter or authorized driver has
rgquest_ed within 2_working_ days of giving to the renter or authd 3. A list of : i o the d o di
rized driver the notice required under par. (a), the rental company °- A !ISLOT any exceptions 1o the damage walver Imposed in

shallobtain a 2nd estimate from a competing repair shop and mak&ordance with sub. (2) (a) to (). _
a copy available to the requester. 4. An explanation of the right of inspection under s. 344.574

History: 1989 a. 328; 2005 a. 173. 4) (a).
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5. The address and telephone number of the departmentdepartment of agriculture, trade and consumer protection may on
agriculture, trade and consumer protection. behalf of the state:
6. Any other information required by rule under par. (c). (a) Bring an action for temporary or permanent injunctive or
7. Aline for the renter’s signature. otherrelief in any court of competent jurisdiction for any violation
. 344.574, 344.576 (1), (2) or (3) (a) or (b), 344.577 or 344.578.
court may, upon entry of final judgment, award restitution
n appropriate to any person suffering loss because of a viola-

(b) A rental company that offers or sells a damage waiver s
provide the notice described in par. (a) to each renter before

renter enters into a rental agreement. If a separate form is us of s. 344.574, 344.576 (1), (2) or (3) (a) or (b), 344.577 or

give notice under par. (a), the rental company shall give eagly 573 roof of such loss is submitted to the satisfaction of the
renter one copy of the notice signed by him or her and shall retaijy -+

one copy in its files. (b) Bring an action in any court of competent jurisdiction for
(c) The department of agriculture, trade, and consumer protges e covery of forfeitures authorized under sub. (1).

tion shall promulgate rules specifying the form of the notice
required under par. (a), including the type size and any hi h_(3) Derenske. Proof by a rental company that the rental com-

o . - : : ; any began an action to impose liability upon a renter or autho-
lighting of the information described in péa) and, in the case of . ed driver, even though the renter had purchased a damage

a separate form, the size of the paper. The rule may specify agdi- e :
tional information that must be included in the notice and the pg@% 'gfé:glt?oﬁngﬁé :r g 4;’ 45475672?2?%;3 tgf(i)ggr?;i JgIEQ ;n:fé?gﬁstg ?(t)

cise language that must be used. - o ;
History: 1989 a. 328: 1995 a, 27: 2003 a. 97: 2005 a. 173, a prosecution for a violation of the terms of the damage waiver

Cross Reference:See also s. ATCP 118.01, Wis. adm. code. under S. 344.576 (2).
History: 1989 a. 328; 1995 a. 27; 2005 a. 173.
344,577 Advertisement or representation. (1) DeFINI-
TION. In_thls section, advertlsement or representation” means any SUBCHAPTER VI
or_al, written or graphlc statement Whlc_h is made in connection
with the solicitation of the rental of a private passenger vehicle. MANDATORY LIABILITY INSURANCE

(2) DAMAGE WAIVER CHARGE. If a rental company or an ) ) .
employee or agent of a rental company disseminates or makegﬂ?TE' Subchapter VI of Chapter 344 is created eff. 6-1-10 by 2009 Wis. Act

this state an advertisement or representation that includes a state-
ment of theental rate for a private passenger vehicle available fe44.61 Definitions. In this subchapter:

rent from a Iocation in this state, the advertisement or representa(l) Notwithstanding s. 344.01 (2) (b), “motor vehicle” does
tion shall also include a statement of the charge for any damagenciude trailers, semitrailers, and all-terrain vehicles.
waiver offered by the rental company in conjunction with the 1(2) Notwithstanding s. 344.33 (1), “motor vehicle liability

rental of that private passenger vehicle and a statement that Bufi'» means a motor vehicle policy of liability insurance to
chase of the damage waiver is optional. which all of the following apply:

History: 1989 a. 328. .. . .

(&) The policy is issued by an insurer authorized to do a motor
344.578 Credit card for deposit or damages. (1) Pro- vehicle liability business in this state or, if the policy covers a
HIBITED DEPOSITS,COLLECTION OF DAMAGES. Except as provided Vehicle that was not registered in this state at the time of the
in this subsection, in sub. (2), or in s. 345.28 (5w), a rental coRf/icY’s effective date, in another state in which the vehicle was
pany maynot charge a credit card belonging to a renter as a depggglstered or the owner or operator of the vehicle resided at that
for damages for which the renter may be held liable under : o i .
rental agreement or under s. 344.574 (2) (a) or for any other() The policy is to or for the benefit of the person named in
charges. If @ented private passenger vehicle is damaged or if thte policy as the insured.
renter owes any other charges provided for in the rental agree{c) The policy satisfies, as of the date of motor vehicle opera-
ment, the rental company may charge a credit card belongingie®, all requirements specified in s. 344.33 (2) and (3).
the renter as payment for the damages for which the renter is liabOTE: This section is created eff. 6-1-10 by 2009 Wis. Act 28.
under s. 344.574 (2) (a) or for any other charges provided for iffistory: 2009 a.28.

the rental agreement only if the rental company obtains the re%4 62 Motor vehicle liability insurance required

Except as provided in s. 344.63, no person may operate a
tor vehicle upon a highway in this state unless the owner or

er’'s authorization to use that credit card for payment and t
authorization is obtained after the total amount of the rente

liability or other c&arges(ii_st det((ejrmtined and before the reatat o o0 ofhe vehicle has in effect a motor vehicle liability policy
pany processes the credit card charge. ) with respect to the vehicle being operated.

(2) DeposITFOR RENTAL FEES. If authorized by the renter, aq%(Z) Except as provided in s. 344.63, no person may operate a
rental company may charge a credit card belonging to the reniglirehicle upon a highway in this state unless the person, while
as a deposit for the estimated cost of the rental, as determigggyating the vehicle, has in his or her immediate possession proof
under this subsection. The estimated cost of the rental may he or she is in compliance with sub. (1). The operator of the
exceed an amount equal to the daily rental rate specified in fgtor vehicle shall display the proof required under this subsec-
rental agreement, which may include the daily charge for a dagign upon demand from any traffic officer.
age waiver if purchased by the renter, multiplied by the number " \thing in this subchapter prohibits a person who violates
of days specified in the agreement for which the private passengel'se tion from also being subject to any provision in subchs. |
vehicle is being rented. to IV of this chapter

History: 1989 a. 328; 2005 a. 173; 2007 a. 207. NOTE: This section is created eff. 6-1-10 by 2009 Wis. Act 28.

. . . History: 2009 a. 28.
344579 Violations. (1) PenaALTIES. Whoever violates s.

344.574344.576 (1), (2) or (3) (a) or (b), 344.577 or 344.578 ma@A4.63 Exceptions to motor vehicle liability insurance
be required to forfeit not less than $500 nor more than $1,000 fequirement. (1) A person operating a motor vehicle is not
each violation. subject to s. 344.62 if any of the following apply:

(2) EnFoRCEMENT. The department of agriculture, trade and (a) The owner or operator of the motor vehicle has in effect a
consumer protection shall investigate violations of ss. 344.5B&nd wth respect to the vehicle that meets the requirements under
344.576 (1), (2) and (3) (a) and (b), 344.577 and 344.578. The344.36 (1), including the filing of the bond with the secretary,
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and the vehicle is being operated with the permission of the persbithe applicant that the applicant satisfies the provisions of this
who filed the bond. paragraph is sufficient for the department to consent to the can-
(b) The motor vehicle is insured as required by s. 121.5&llation of a bond or to return any deposit, in the absence of evi-

194.41, or 194.42 and the vehicle is being operated by the ow@ience in the records of the department contradicting the affidavit.
or with the owner’s permission. NOTE: This section is created eff. 6-1-10 by 2009 Wis. Act 28.

. . . . History: 2009 a. 28.
(c) The motor vehicle is owned by a self-insurer holding a
valid certificate of self-insurance under s. 344.16, the self-insur®f4 64 Fraudulent, false, or invalid proof of insurance.

has made an agreement described in s. 344.30 (4), and the veRjgl®erson may do any of the following for purposes of creating

is being operated with the owner's permission. the appearance of satisfying the requirements under s. 344.62 (2):
(d) The owner or operator of the motor vehicle has made a(1) Forge, falsify, counterfeit, or fraudulently alter any proof

deposit ofcash or securities meeting the requirements specifiedgfinsurance, policy of insurance, or other insurance document, or

s. 344.37 (1) and the vehicle is being operated by or with the I§§ssess any forged, falsified, fictitious, counterfeit, or fraudu-

mission of the person who made the deposit. lently altered proof of insurance, policy of insurance, or other
(e) The motor vehicle is subject to s. 344.51, 344.52, or 344.Bfsurance document.

(f) The motor vehicle is owned by or leased to the United (2) Represent thatny proof of insurance, policy of insurance,
States, this or another state, or any county or municipality of this other insurance document is valid and in effect, knowing or
or another state, and the vehicle is being operated with the ownREging reason to believe that the proof of insurance, policy of
or lessee’s permission. insurance, or other insamce document is not valid or not ifieet.

(2) (@) The provisions of ss. 344.34 and 344.36 (2) and (3NOTE: This section is created eff. 6-1-10 by 2009 Wis. Act 28.
shall apply with respect to a bond filed with the secretary undefistory: 2009 a. 28.

sub. (1) (a). 44.65 Violations. (1) (a) Any person who violates s.

- . 3
(b) The provisions of s. 344.37 (2) shall apply with respect {4 g (1) may be required to forfeit not more than $500.

a deposit made with the secretary under sub. (1) (d). Any deposi b . .
received by the department under sub. (1) (d) shall be maintai%%nﬁbgz%ﬁrﬂ);a%grr%v'dig &nt c?zficrnlrf(ec')t’ $a1n(3)/ person wha violates s.

in an interest—bearing trust account. All deposits received by ) y quired to forter )

department under sub. (1) (d) shall be held for the benefit of the(¢). No person charged with violating s. 344.62 (2) may be con-

depositors and potential claimants against the deposits and sﬂtﬁﬁed if the person produces proof that he or she was in com-
be applied only to the payment of judgments and assignmep@nce with s. 344.62 (1) at the time the person was issued a uni-
relating to motor vehicle accidents, following the proceduf@m traffic citation for violating s. 344.62 (2). This proof may be

described in s. 344.20 (2). produced either at the time of the person’s appearance in court in

(3) (a) Except as provided in par. (b), the secretary shall, u ponse tthe citation or in the office of the trafficfafer issuing
request, consent to the immediate cancellation of any bond fi citation. . .
undersub. (1) (a) or to the return of any deposit of money or securi-(2) Any person who violates s. 344.64 may be required to for-
ties made under sub. (1) (d) if any of the following apply: feit not more than $5,000. _ _

1. The owner or operator of a motor vehicle provides proof (3) A traffic officer may not stop or inspect a vehicle solely to
satisfactory to the department that the owner or operator hagl§iermine compliance with s. 344.62 or a local ordinance in con-
effect a motor vehicle liability policy with respect to the vehiclérmity therewith. This subsection does not limit the authority of
or provides proof that a different exception under sub. (1) app|fé§rafflc qfflcer to issue a citation for.a violation ofs. 344.62 or a
with respect to the vehicle. ocal ordinance in conformity therewith observed in the course of

2. The person on whose behalf the bond was filed or dep top or inspection made for other purposes, except that a traffic

made has died, has become permanently incapacitated to op&fAige! Mmay not take a person into physical custody solely for a

: P ; B olation of 5.344.62 or a local ordinance in conformity therewith.
a motor vehicle, or no longer maintains a valid operator’s licens: NOTE: This section is created eff, 6-1-10 by 2009 Wis. Act 28,

3. The person on whose behalf the bond was filed or depostiistory: 2009 a. 28.

made no longer owns any motor vehicle registered with the

department. 344.66 Rules. The department shall promulgate rules, and
(b) The secretary may not consent to the cancellation of ##f@scribe any necessary forms, to implement and administer this

bond filed under sub. (1) (a) or to the return of any deposit #fbchapter. ]

money orsecurities made under sub. (1) (d) if any action for dam-N.OtTE:_ T;‘(')%;ec“gg is created eff. 6-1-10 by 2009 Wis. Act 28.

ages upon the bond or deposit is then pending or any juplgmelli{iS on: a <o

against the person, for which a claim may be made against #18 67 Notice. The department shall include with each opera-

bond or deposit, is then unsatisfied. If a judgment is in exces§@fs jicense issued under ch. 343 notification of the requirements
the amounts specified in s. 344.33 (2), for purposes of this p

h - . /1 PAAY penalties under this subchapter.
graph the judgment is considered satisfied when payments in theoTe: This section is created eff. 6-1-10 by 2009 Wis. Act 28.

amounts specified in s. 344.33 (2) have been made. An affidavHistory: 2009 a. 28.
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