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CHAPTER 342
VEHICLE TITLE AND ANTI-THEFT LAW

SUBCHAPTER | 342.157 Motor vehicle salvage pools and auction companies to maintain records.
CERTIFICATE OF TITLE 342.16  Transfer to or from dealer.
342.01 Words and phrases defined. 342.17  Involuntary transfers. 3
342.02  Excepted liens and security interests. 342.18  When department to issue a new certificate.
342.03 Motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer leases. 342.19  Perfection of security interests. o
342.05 When certificate of title required. 342.195 Notification of person who has perfected security interest.
342.06 Application for certificate of title. 342.20 Duties on creation of security interest.

342.21  Assignment of security interest.

342.22 Release of security interest.

342.23  Secured party’s and owner’s duties.

345.24 Method of perfecting exclusive.

345.245 Electronic processing of certain applications.

342.065 Title for salvage vehicle.

342.07 Title for repaired salvage vehicle.

342.08 Department to examine records.

342.09 When department to issue certificate and to whom; maintenance.

records. o . 342.25 Suspension or revocation of certificate.
342.10  Contents of certificate of title. " . 342.255 Cancellation of title or registration.
342.11  Grounds for refusing issuance of certificate of title. 342.26 Hearings and appeal.
342.12  Withholding certificate of title; bond. SUBCHAPTER Il
o stolen or mutilated certificates. ANTI-THEFT AND ANTI-FRAUD PROVISIONS
’ ’ 342.30 Identification numbers.
SUBCHAPTER Il 342.31 Report of stolen or abandoned motor vehicles.
TRANSFER OF TITLE 342.32  Counterfeiting and unlawful possession of certificate of title.
342.15 Transfer of interest in a vehicle. 342.33 Sale of vehicle used as taxicab.
342.155 Mileage disclosure requirements of transferors and transferees. 342.34 Department to be notified of destruction or junking of vehicle.
342.156 Transfers of leased motor vehicles. 342.40 \Vehicle abandonment prohibited; removal; disposal.
SUBCHAPTER | 342.05 When certificate of title required. (1) The owner
of a vehicle subject to registration in this state, whether or not such
CERTIFICATE OF TITLE vehicle is operated on any highway of this state, shall make
application for certificate of title for the vehicle under the follow-
342.01 Words and phrases defined. (1) Words and INg circumstances:

phrases defined in s. 340.01 are used in the same sense in thfa) If the owner has newly acquired the vehicle, he or she shall
chapter unless a different definition is specifically provided. make application under s. 342.15.

(2) In this chapter: (b) If the owner applies for registration of a vehicle without
(ac) “Automated format,” with respect to any documenholding a valid certificate of title previously issued to that owner
record, or other information, includes that document, record, lay the department for the vehicle, he or she shall at the same time

otherinformation generated or maintained in an electronic or digipply for a certificate of title.

tal form or medium. (2) Except aprovided in sub. (3), an applicant’s eligibility for
(ag) “Deliver” includes electronic transmission. a certificate of title is a prerequisite to registration of the vehicle.
(am) “Leasing company” means any lessor who, within thethe applicant for registration holds a valid certificate of title pre-

preceding 12 months, has leased 5 or more vehicles for a perimiisly issued to the applicant by the department for the vehicle,

of at least 4 months. that is prima facie evidence of ownership of the vehicle and the
(b) “Mileage” means the actual distance that a vehicle has trapplicant need not apply for a new certificate of title on applica-
eled in miles. tion for registration.
(c) “Transfer” means to change ownership by purchase, gift or(3) This section does not apply in a situation where the law
any other means. expressly authorizes risgration of a vehicle in the name of a per-
History: 1993 a. 159; 1997 a. 27; 2009 a. 28. son other than the owner or where the law expressly authorizes

registration without a certificate of title.

(4) Any owner who operates or consents to the operation of a
(1) A lien given by statute or rule of law to a supplier of Se\{(?hiclefor \(vhich a ce;rtificate of title is required without such cer-
vices or mate%ials fo?/the vehicle PP tificate having been issued or applied for or any other person who

. . ’ . . operates aehicle for which a certificate of title is required, know-

(2) Alien given by statute to the United States, this state or 8 that the certificate of title has not been issued or applied for,
political subdivision of this state. may be required to forfeit not more than $200. A certificate is con-

(3) A security interest in a vehicle created by a manufacturgigered to have been applied for when the application accompa-
or dealer who holds the vehicle for sale, which shall be governgdy py the required fee has been delivered to the department or
by the applicable provisions of ch. 409. deposited in the mail properly addressed and with postage pre-
paid.

342.02 Excepted liens and security interests. This
chapter does not apply to or affect:

342.03 Motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer leases. Not- ) .
withstanding s. 401.201 (37) or ch. 409, a transaction involving (3) Unless otherwise authorized by rule of the department, a
a motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer does not create a (:onditiol'?%nr_es'dent owner of a vehicle that is not subject to registration
sale or a security interest merely because it includes a provisdiis State may not apply for a certificate of title under this chap-
that permits or requires the rental price to be adjusted under feunless the vehicle is subject to a security interest or except as
agreement by reference to the amount realized upon the salgrérided in s342.16 (1) (a). Notwithstanding any other provision
other disposition of the motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer. ~ Of this section, a nonresident may purchase temporary operation
History: 1991 a. 148. plates under s. 341.09 (4). Any temporary operation permit or
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plateissued under s. 341.09 shall not be considered registration ofg) If the vehicle is a used motor vehicle which was last pre-

the vehicle for purposes of this subsection. viously registered in another jurisdiction, the applicant shall fur-
History: 1971 c. 278; 1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (7) (a); 1977 c. 273; 1981 c. 150; 19§i6h any certificate of ownership issued by the other jurisdiction

a.100s. 3; 1993 a. 159. and a statement pertaining to the title history and ownership of

L " . . such motor vehicle, such statement to be in the form the depart-
342.06 Application for certificate of title. (1) An applica- ent prescribes.

tion for a certificate of title shall be made to the department upon . o . .
a form or in an automated format prescribed by it and shall be(h) If the applicant for certificate of title for a motor vehicle
accompanied by the required fee and any applicable taxes. Infgiends to utilize that vehicle as a taxicab or for public transporta-
mation obtained by the department under this subsection shalfiB@. the applicant shall state that fact in the application. If the
provided to the department of revenue for the purposes a@pllcant knows .that the veh_lcle has prewou_sly been used as a
administeringstate taxes and collecting debt. Each application fixicab offor public transportation and that fact is not noted on the
certificate of title shall include the following information: old certificate of title, the applicant shall state in the application
NOTE: Sub. (1) (intro.) is affected by 2005 Wis. Acts 25 and 59. The 2 treat- that the vehicle has previously been so used.
s srenutly peorsstnt. Sub ) (rko) = shown 3 afectediy st () the applicant for certficate of ile for a moto vehicle
(1) An application for a certificate of title shall be made to the department INtends to utilize that vehicle as a police vehicle by a law enforce-
upon a form or in an automated format prescribed by it and shall be accompa- ment agency, the applicant shall state that fact in the application.
meq k?’the ;?qu,itre‘l’)tfe? and :”ytﬁpp'icgb'ett,aﬁs-tg h‘é dep:nfgm;mfha”g"id? If the applicant knows that the vehicle has previously been used
the Sole purpose of administering state taxes. Each application for certficate of @5 @ Police vehicle by a law enforcement agency and that fact is
title shall include the following information: not noted on the old certificate of title, the applicant shall state in

(@) The name and address of the owner. the application that the vehicle has previously been so used.

(b) A description of the vehicle, including make, identification (hr) If the vehicle is less than 7 years old, is damaged by colli-
number and any other information or documentation that tf@n or other occurrence to the extent that the estimated or actual
department may reasonably require for proper identification @st, whichever is greater, of repairing the vehicle exceeds 30%
the vehicle or for determination of the mileage of the vehicle gkits fair market value and was transferred to an insurer upon pay-
disclosed by prior transferors. ment of an insurance claim, the insurer shall state that fact in the

(c) The date of purchase by the applicant, the name and add@ggdication. Ifthe applicant knows that the vehicle had been trans-
of the person from whom the vehicle was acquired and the nar{féed to an insurer upon payment of an insurance claim and that
and addresses of any secured parties in the order of their priofgt is not noted on the old certificate of title, the applicant shall

(d) If the vehicle is a new vehicle being registered for the fif[ate in the application that the vehicle has previously been so
time, the signature of a dealer authorized to sell that new vehidf@nsferred. This paragraph does not apply to salvage vehicles.
the total of the number of tires normally used on the vehicle during(i) The information required under s. 85.103 (2).
its operation on the highways plus the number of any spare tireqj) For a motor vehicle of a model year less than 10 years old,
with which the vehicle is normally equipped and the manufactuhe certificate of title of the person transferring the title to the
er’s document of origin. The document of origin shall contain tlagplicant or, if applicable, the manufacturefteument of origin;
information specified by the department. the mileage disclosure statement required under s. 342.155 (1);

(e) Any further evidence of ownership which may reasonat#nd, if applicable, the power of attorney required under 15 USC
be required by the department to enable it to determine wheth@88 or rules of the department.
the owner is entitled to a certificate of title and the existence or (k) If the vehicle is an automobile, station wagon or motor
nonexistence of security interests in the vehicle. truck having a registered weight of 8,000 pounds or less and a tem-

(eg) Except as provided in par. (eh), if the applicant is an ingierary operation plate has been issued for the vehicle under s.
vidual, the social security number of the applicant. The depad41.09 (2m) (a) 1. b. or 2., the registration number of the tempo-
ment of transportation may not disclose a social security numiary operation plate.
obtained under this paragraph to any person except to the depart1m) On the form or in the automated format for application
ment of children and families for the sole purpose of administesy 3 certificate of title, the department may show the fee under s.
ing s. 49.22 and to the department of revenue for the purposesgf 14 (3m) separately from the fee under s. 342.14 (1) or (3).

administering state taxes and collecting debt. (2) Any person who knowingly makes a false statement in an

(eh) If the applicant does not have a social security numbeggication for a certificate of title is guilty of a Class H felony.
statement made or subscribed under oath or affirmation that the(s) Any person intending to use a vehicle as a taxicab or for

applicant does not have a social security numblee form of the . . d ; . e
statement shall be prescribed by the department of children Hgl'c transportation who fails to state such intent in the applica
on for certificate of title or any person who fails to furnish any

families. A certificate of title that is issued in reliance on a stat inf fi ired b b (1) (h b ired to f
ment submitted under this paragraph is invalid if the statemenfgﬁenro'tnrggpeatfgnr;iuggo y sub. (1) (h) may be required to for-

false. i . . History: 1973 c. 218; 1975 c. 121, 286; 1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (7) (a); 1987 a. 110,
(em) Any further evidence which may reasonably be requiregb; 1991 a. 39, 269, 309, 316; 1993 a. 63, 159, 165, 490; 1997 a. 27, 191, 283; 1999
by the department to enable it to determine whether any of & 80, 88; 2001 a. 109; 2005 a. 25, 59; 2007 a. 20, 138.

information specified ins. 342.10 (3) (C) to (h) may be app|icab|eerss Reference:See also chs. Traps 156 and 157, Wis. adm. code.
A violation of sub. (2) does not require that the person who makes the false state-

to the vehicle. ment must submit the application and is not limited to false statements made by an
(f) If the identification number of the vehicle has beempplicant. State v. Williams, 156 Wis. 2d 296, 456 N.W.2d 864 (Ct. App. 1990).
removed, obliterated or altered, or if the original casting has been
replaced, or ithe vehicle has not been numbered by the manufé42.065 Title for salvage vehicle. (1) (a) A purchaser of
turer, the application for certificate of title shall so state. If thesalvage vehicle that is not currently titled as a salvage vehicle
identification number of the vehicle was originally based on &fall, promptly after delivery to him or her of the salvage vehicle,
enginenumber and the engine number is no longer pertinent to tyeply for a salvage vehicle certificate of title by submitting to the
vehicle because of subsequent engine changes and no afkpartment the properly assigned certificate of title under s.
manufacturer’s identification number, chassis number or ser@12.15 (1) (c) or other evidence of ownership, the applicant’s
number exists, the department shall assign a new identificat&iatement that the vehicle is a salvage vehicle, an application for
number for the vehicle under s. 342.30 (1m). a salvage certificate of title and the required fee.
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(b) The owner of a salvage vehicle that is not currently titled (2) Upon receipt of an application for a certificate of title
as a salvage vehicle shall promptly apply for a salvage vehicle adrewing a transfer of ownership of a vehicle.
tificate of title by submitting to the department the certificate of History: 1973 c. 169; 1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (7) (a); 1987 a. 349; 2003 a. 184.
title for the vehicle or other evidence of ownership, the applicant'sCross Reference:See also ch. Trans 196, Wis. adm. code.
statement that the vehicle is a salvage vehicle, an application for ) .
a salvage certificate of title and the required fee. This paragraift?-09 When department to issue certificate and to
does not apply to a salvage vehicle that is purchased by a salv4gem; maintenance of records. (1) The department shall
vehicle purchaser subject to the requirements of par. (a). maintain a record of each application for certificate of title
(c) If the interest of an owner in a vehicle that is titled in th{§C€ived by itand, when satisfied as to its genuineness and regu-
state is not transferred upon payment of an insurance claim tHity and that the applicant is entitled to the issuance of a certifi-
includingany deductible amounts, exceeds 70% of the fair mark&e Of title, shall issue and deliver a certificattaéoowner of the
value of the vehicle, any insurer of the vehicle shall, within 3ehicle.
days of payment of the insurance claim, notify the department in(2) The department shall maintain a record of all applications
writing of the claim payment and that the vehicle meets the staand all certificates of title issued by it:
tory definition of a salvage vehicle, in the manner and form pre- (a) According to title number.

scribed by the department. . (b) According to engine or identification number.
(2) Upon natification from an insurer under sub. (1) (c), the (c) Alphabetically, according to name of owner.

departmenshall promptly notify the owner of the salvage vehicle - .
that he or she is required to apply for a salvage vehicle certificatel@ [N any other manner which the department determines to

of title under sub. (1) (b). e desirable.

(3) Upon compliance with the requirements of sub. (1), the (3) The department shall charge a fee of not less than $2 for
department shall issue a salvage vehicle certificate of title for fducting a file search of vehicle .tlﬂe. records. - .
vehicle. Thecertificate shall include the words “This is a salvage (4) (&) The department may maintain any certificate of title or

vehicle”. other information required to be mai_ntained under this _sect_ion ir_1
(4) (a) Except as provided in par. (b), any person who violatdd automated format and may consider any record maintained in
sub. (1) may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000. an automated format under this paragraph to be the original and

fsontrolling record, notwithstanding the existence of any printed

(b) Any person who violates sub. (1) with intent to defraud R rsion of the same record.

guilty of a Class H felony.

History: 1993 a. 63 s. 5, 6, 11; 1997 a. 283; 2001 a. 109. (b) Records maintained by the department under this section
are the official vehicle title records.
342.07 Title for repaired salvage vehicle. (1) Applica- History: 1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (7) (a); 1979 c. 221; 1989 a. 31; 2009 a. 28.

tion for registration of and a new certificate of title for a repaired Cross Reference:See also chs. Trans 157 and 195, Wis. adm. code.
salvage vehicle must be accompanied by all of the following: o . o
g P y g 342.10 Contents of certificate of title. (1) Each certifi-

(@) The required fees. cate of title issued by the department shall contain:

(b) A properly assigned salvage certificate of title or a properly
assigned certificate of title by a dealer under s. 342.16 (1) (a) for(a) The name and address of the pwqer. -
the vehicle. (b) The names of any secured parties in the order of priority as

(c) Any other transfer document required by law shown on the application or, if the application is based on another

(d) The certificate of inspection under sub. (4) certificate of title, as shown on such certificate.
2) A repaired salvage vehicle may not bé re- istered or (bm) Notwithstanding s. 342.02 (2), if the applicant is named
@) p 9 Yy 9 RFa statewide support lien docket provided under s. 49.854 (2) (b),

issued anew certificate of title until an inspector authorized by thg notation stating “Per section 49.854 (2) of the Wisconsin Stat-

departmenexamines it for the following, as specified in rules proges the state of Wisconsin has a lien on this vehicle for unpaid
mulgated by the department: supp'ort "

(@) To determine whether the vehicle is the same vehicle for(c) The title number assigned to the vehicle.

Whg; t_lr_l:\fglr?f; ?ﬁéngﬁfczn;fg Z\ljv?q.e(r%s)h\i,:)ac?f Itshzu?nda{jor parts (d) A description of the vehicle, including make and identifica-
components used to recondition the vehicle; and 3ﬂ8n number, except that if the vehicle was last registered in
. R . _another jurisdiction the make and model contained in the certifi-
(c) To determine whether the vehicle is in compliance withte shall be the make and model contained in the last certificate
safety equipment requirements. of title issued by the other jurisdiction.
(3) (&) The applicant shall pay a fee of $80 to the departmentym) The mileage disclosure statement required under s.
for the examination in sub. (2). _ 342.155, and any notations or qualifying statements explaining
(b) If the examination is conducted by an inspector employgk odometer reading specified by the department by rule.

by a city, village, town or county, 75% of the fee paid under par. ; ;
(a) shall be credited to the appropriation under s. 20.395 (5) (8 (ﬁl\tﬁ\g}/ other data which the department deems pertinent and

and the city, village, town or county employing the inspector sha . . .
be reimbu?/sed tt?is amount from %at a%p)rlop%iation. P (2) (a) The certificate of title shall contain spaces for all of the
(4) If the vehicle passes the examination in sub. (2), trtlgllowmg. ) )
inspector shall provide the applicant with an inspection certificate 1- Assignment and warranty of title by the owner.
showing that the vehicle satisfies the inspection standards. 2. The mileage disclosure statement required by s. 342.155.
lgl;igst&(l)rg: 1975 c. 385, 421, 1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (7) (a); 1987 a. 349; 1993 a. 16, 437; 3, Reassignment and warranty of title by a dealer or whole-
Cross Reference:See also ch. Trans 149, Wis. adm. code. saler. . ) )

4. Any information required by the department when a motor
342.08 Department to examine records.  The department vehicle is sold at a motor vehicle auction or motor vehicle salvage
shall check the application for a certificate of title against recorgsol.

of stolen vehicles: (b) The certificate of title may contain spaces for application
(1) Before issuing a certificate of title for a vehicle last prefor a certificate of title by a transferee and for the naming of a
viously registered in another jurisdiction. secured party and the assignment or release of a security interest.
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(3) Before issuing a new or duplicate certificate of title for a (3) Notwithstanding sub. (2), the department may issue a cer-
motorvehicle, the department shall permanently record any of ttiicate of title if the applicant fulfills either of the following
following information, if applicable, on such certificate: requirements:

(a) That the vehicle was previously licensed and used as a taxia) The applicant is a dealer licensed under ss. 218.0101 to
cab or for public transportation. 218.0163 0R18.11 and is financially responsible as substantiated

(b) That the vehicle was previously licensed and used a$¥athe last financial statement on file with the licensor, a finance
police vehicle by a law enforcement agency. company licensed under ss. 138.09 or 218.0101 to 218.0163, a

(c) That the vehicle was not manufactured in compliance wifgnk organized U“‘?'ef the laws of this state, or a national bank
all federal emission and safety standards applicable at the timéPGRted in this state; or _ _
manufacture, whether or not the vehicle was subsequently modi{b) The applicant has filed with the department a bond in the

fied to meet such standards, and that the vehicle is “non-U&sm prescribed by the department and executed by the applicant,
standard”. and either accompanied by the deposit of cash with the department

(d) That the vehicle was a flood damaged vehicle. or executed by a person authorized to conduct a surety business
(€) That the vehicle was a manufacturers buyback vehiclen this state. The bond shall be in an amount equal to one and one-
; ) ’ half times the value of the vehicle as determined byémartment

(f) That the vehicle was previously a salvage vehicle. and conditioned to indemnify any prior owner and secured party

(9) That the vehicle was transferred to an insurer upon payd any subsequent purchaser of the vehicle or person acquiring
ment of an insurance claim. This paragraph does not apply to aaly security interest in it, and their respective successors in inter-
vage vehicles. est, against any expense, loss or damage, including reasonable

(h) That the vehicle was a hail-damaged vehicle. This pagdtorney fes, by reason of the issuance of the certificate of title for
graph does not apply to a hail-damaged vehicle that was repathsivehicle or on account of any defect in or undisclosed security
with any replacement part, as defined in s. 632.38 (1) (e).  interest upon the right, title and interest of the applicant in and to

(5) A certificate of title issued by the department is prima facig® vehicle. Any such interested person has a right of action to
evidence of the facts appearing on it. recover orthe bond for any breach of its conditions, but the aggre-

- . . : te liability of the surety to all persons shall not exceed the
aut(c?r)n ;‘Eecde :ctc')f:rcﬁgf of tile may be Issued by the department in 6gfﬁmunt of the bond. The bond, and any deposit accompanying it,
History: 1977 c. 29's. 1654 (7) (a); 1977 . 79; 1987 a. 349; 1993 . 63, 150, 4312/l Deretuned at the end of 5 years or prior thereto if, apart from

1997 a. 27, 191; 1999 a. 9, 80, 186; 2001 a. 109; 2003 a. 184. this section, a certificate of title could then be issued for the
A certificate of title is not conclusive evidence of ownership. The purpose of suehicle, or ifthe vehicle is no longer registered in this state and the
(5) is to furnish convenient evidence of vehicle ownership. National Exchange B i ifi itle i
oF Fond du Lac v, Mann, 81 Wis. 20 352, 260 NAW.2d 716 (1077 #lrrently valid certificate of title is surrenderedtie department,
unless the department has been notified of the pendency of an

342.11 Grounds for refusing issuance of certificate of action to recover or? the bond. )
tite. The department shall refuse issuance of a certificate of title(4) (&) The district attorney shall notify the department when

if any required fee has not been paid or for any of the followirt§ or she files a criminal complaint against a person who has been
reasons: arrestedor violating s. 346.63 (1) or (2), 940.09 (1) or 940.25 and
ho has 2 or more prior convictions, suspensions or revocations,

(1) The department has reasonable grounds to believe th"ﬂvr}{s counted under s. 343.307 (1). Except as provided under par. (c),

(2) The person alleged to be the owner of the vehicle is not ﬂ?@ department may not issue a certificate of title transferring own-
owner. o _ ership of the motor vehicle owned by the person and involved in

(b) The application contains a false or fraudulent statemerthe violation upon receipt of a notice under this subsection until

(2) The applicant has failed to furnish any of the following:the court assigned to hear the criminal complaint issues an order

(a) If applicable, the power of attorney required under 15 Ug@rmitting the department to issue a certificate of title.
1988 or rules of the department. (b) Except as provided under par. (c), the department may not
(b) Unless exempted by rule of the department, the miledg§gue a certificate of title transferring ownership of the motor
disclosurefrom the most recent titled owner and of all subsequeyghicle owned by a person and involved in the violation upon
nontitled owners of the vehicle. receipt of anotice of intent to revoke the person’s operating privi-
(c) Any other information or documents required by law or Hfgeunder s. 343.305 (9) (a), if the person has 3 or more prior con-
the department pursuant to authority of law. ictions, suspensions or revocations, as counted under s. 343.307

), until the court assigned to the hearing under s. 343.305 (9)

(3) The applicant is a motor vehicle dealer and is prohibit S : i
from applying for a certificate of title under s. 342.16 (1) (a) or ( %seu.es an order permitting the department to issue a certificate of

(4) Except as provided in ss. 342.05 (5) and 342.16 (1) (a) for(c) 1. The department shall issue a certificate of title transfer-

?egiecjrgggattﬁeogntlﬁczmi?\glr?rtég??ennioz:n%\{ﬁglgseu%vr\wlgg%% ?err]tci) g ownership of a motor vehicle that was subject to the restric-
' pp ionsunder par. (a) or (b) if all of the following conditions are met:

icate of title has not otherwise been authorized by rule of the . . o .
a. Theperson requesting the issuance of the certificate of title

department. Any temporary operation permit or plate issued — ) .
under s. 341.09 shall not be considered registration of the vehRyEchased the motor vehicle in good faith and without knowledge
of the criminal complaint described in par. (a) or of the notice of

for purposes of this subsection.

History: 1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (7) (a); 1993 a. 159. intent to revoke a person’s operating privilege under par. (b).
b. The certificate of title to the motor vehicle does not contain
342.12 Withholding certificate of title; bond. (1) No the notation stamped on the certificate of title by the clerk of cir-

certificate of title shall be issued by the department until the ogtit court under s. 346.65 (6) (a) 2m.
standing evidence of ownership is surrendered to the departmemMOTE: Subd. 1. b. is repealed eff. 7-1-10 by 2009 Wis. Act 100.

(2) If the department is not satisfied as to the ownership of the €. Theperson requesting the issuance of the certificate of title
vehicle or that there are no undisclosed security interests in it, fies an affidavit with the department attesting that the condition
departmentsubject to sub. (3), shall withhold issuance of a certiftnder subd. 1. a. Is met. '
cate oftitle until the applicant presents documents reasonably st_NOTEi Subd. 1. c. is shown as amended eff. 7-1-10 by 2009 Wis. Act 100.
ficient tosatisfy the department as to the applicant's ownership'g°" ©/-1-10 itreads: . y o _

. s s . _C. The person equesting the issuance of the certificate of title files an affida-
itthe vehicle and that there are no undisclosed security INterest: With the department attesting that the conditions under subd. 1. a. and b. are
. met.

Text from the 2007-08 Wis. Stats. database updated by the Legislative Reference Bureau. Only printed statutes are certified
unders. 35.18 (2), stats. Statutory changes ef fective priorto 1-2-10 are printed as if currently in effect. Statutory changes effec-
tive on or after 1-2-10 are designated by NOTES. Report errors at (608) 266-3561, FAX 264-6948, http://www.le-
gis.state.wi.us/rsb/stats.html



Electronic reproduction of 2007-08 Wis. Stats. database, updated and current through 2009 Act 100 and December 30, 2009.

5 Updated 07-08 Wis. Stats. Database

d. The department has no valid reason for not issuing a certifi-title. The fee under this subsection is in addition to any other

cate of title other than the prohibitions under par. (a) or (b). fee specified in this section.
i Ay History: 1975 c. 39, 297, 422; 1977 c. 29 ss. 1452, 1654 (7) (a); 1977 c. 418; 1979
h ﬁ'f Af\ny person prck)]wdmg a false affidavit under subd. 1. .8 on G 1083 a, 27. 1087 a. 110; 1089 & 31. 137 350; 1991 7. 309: 1993
shall forfeit not more than $1,000. a. 159; 1995 a. 27: 1997 a. 27; 1999 a. 9, 80; 2001 a. 16; 2003 a. 33; 2005 a. 25; 2007
History: 1973 c. 116 s. 6; 1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (7) (a); 1991 a. 39, 277; 1993 a. 3120, 33; 2009 a. 28.
490; 1997 a. 199, 237; 1999 a. 31, 109, 179, 185; 2003 a. 184; 2009 a. 100. Cross Reference:See also ch. Trans 196, Wis. adm. code.

342.13 Lost, stolen or mutilated certificates. @ Ifa

certificate of title is lost, stolen, mutilated, or destroyed, or SUBCHAPTER Il
becomes illegible, the owner or legal representative of the owner

named in the certificate, as shown by the records of the depart- TRANSFER OF TITLE

ment, shall promptly make application for and may obtain a

replacement upon furnishing information satisfactory to the . . .

department. The replacement certificate of title shall contain’42-15 Transfer of interest in a vehicle. (1) (a) Ifan
notation, in a form determined by the department, identifying tQ¥/ner transfers an interest in a vehicle, other than by the creation
certificate as a replacement certificate that may be subject to @hé Security interest, the owner shall comply with the require-

rights of a person under the original certificate. ments of s. 342.155 and, at the time of the delivery of the vehicle,
NOTE: Sub. (1) is shown as amended eff. 7-1-10 by 2009 Wis. Act 100, Priof€Xecute amssignment and warranty of title to the transferee in the
to 7-1-10 it reads: space provided therefor time certificate, and cause the certificate

(1) If a certificate of title is lost, stolen, mutilated, or destroyed, or becomes to be mailed or delivered to the transferee, except that if the
illegible, the owner or legal representative of the owner named in the certificate, yghijcle being transferred is a junk vehicle or has been junked, the

as shown bythe records of the department, shall promptly make application for e :
and may obtain a replacement upon furnishing information satisfactory to the owner shall return the certificate to the department in accordance

department. The replacement certificate of title shall contain a notation, in a with s. 342.34.
form determined by the department, identifying the certificate as agplacement (bm) No person may transfer a motor vehicle without disclos-
certificate that may be subject to the rights of a person under the original certifi- . . " . .
cate. If applicable under s. 346.65 (6), the replacement certificate of title shall mg n \,N”tlng to the trar)sferee whether any of the information spe-
include the notation “Per section 346.65 (6) of the Wisconsin statutes, ownership Cified in s. 342.10 (3) is applicable to the vehicle. No transferor
of this motor vehicle may not be transferred without prior court approval”. shall knowingly give a false statement to a transferee in making
(3) A person recovering an original certificate of title fothe disclosure. The department shall prescribe the manner in
which a replacement has been issued shall promptly surrendenmthieh the written disclosure shall be made and retained.
original certificate to the department. (c) If an owner transfers his or her interest in a salvage vehicle,
History: 1975 ¢. 297; 1977 ¢. 29 5. 1654 (7) (a); 1991 a. 239; 1993 a. 475; 2Qf% owner shall at the time of the delivery of the vehicle, execute
a. 184; 2009 a. 100. . 8 !
an assignment and warranty of title to the transferee in the space
grovided therefor on the certificate, and cause the certificate to be
mailed or delivered to the transferee.

$53.00, by the owner of the vehicle. (d) Notwithstanding s. 340.01 (42), any person who holds
. o legal title of a vehicle with one or more other persons may, after

(1r) Upon filing an application under sub. (1) or (3), an enViyne 11997, transfer ownership of the vehicle under this subsec-
ronmental impact fee of $9, by the person filing the appllcatl(a"bn if legal title to the vehicle is held in the names of such persons
All moneys collected under this subsection shall be depositediiyhe alternative, including a vehicle held in a form designating

i
. . edd
the environmental fund for environmental management. TRig, po|der by the words “(name of one person) or (name of other
subsectiordoes not apply to an application for a certificate of t'tlﬁerson)”.

for a nelghborhogq electric yehlcle. (2) Except as provided in s. 342.16, the transferee shall,

(2) For the original notation and subsequent release of €3¢l iy after delivery to him or her of the vehicle, execute the
security mterest.noted upon a certificate of title, a single fee plication for a new certificate of title in the space provided on
$10, by the applicant. _ the certificate or as the department prescribes, and deliver or mail

(3) For a certificate of title after a transfer, $53.00, by thge certificate and application to the department. A salvage
owner of the vehicle. vehicle purchaser shall comply with s. 342.065 (1) (a).

(3m) Upon filing an application under sub. (1) or (3), a sup- (3) Except aprovided in s. 342.16 and as between the parties,
plementatitle fee of $7.50 by the owner of the vehicle, except thattransfer by an owner is not effective until the provisions of this
this fee shall be waived with respect to an application under sgbetion have been complied with. An owner who has delivered
(3) for transfer of a decedent's interest in a vehicle to his or her spssession of the vehicle to the transferee and has complied with
viving spouse or domestic partner under ch. 770. The fee sp@gé provisions of this section is not liable as owner for any dam-
fied under this subsection is in addition to any other fee specifiggles thereafter resulting from operation of the vehicle.
in this section. This subsection does not apply to an application) (a) |f the vehicle being transferred is a motorcycle or an
for a certificate of title for a neighborhood electric vehicle. automobileregistered under s. 341.27 or a motor home or a motor

(4) For each assignment of a security interest noted upon a ggick, dual purpose motor home or dual purpose farm truck which

342.14 Fees. The department shall be paid the following fee
(1) For filing an application for the first certificate of title,

tificate of title, $1 by the assignee. has a gross weight of not more than 8,000 pounds or a farm truck
(5) For a replacement certificate of title, $20, by the owner @fhich has a gross weight of not more than 12,000 pounds, the
the vehicle. owner shall remove the registration plates and retain and preserve

(7) For processing applications for certificates of title whicknem for use on any other vehicle of the same type and gross
have a special handling request for fast service, a fee to be estgight which may subsequently be registered in his or her name.
lished by rule which shall approximate the cost to the department(b) If the vehicle being transferred is a vehicle registered under
for providing this special handling service to persons so request341.26 at a special fee and the new owner will not be entitled to
ing. register the vehicle at such fee, the transferor shall remove and

(8) For the reinstatement of a certificate of title previously sugestroy the plates.
pended or revoked, $25, except that if the certificate of title and(c) In all other cases the transferor shall permit the plates to
registration of arehicle are suspended or revoked as a result of tieenain attached to the vehicle being transferred, except that if the
same occurrence, payment of the fee under s. 341.36 (1) shaliicle has been junked the transferor shall remove and destroy
apply to the reinstatement of both the registration and certificale plates.
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(5) Any owner of a vehicle for which a certificate of title has (3) No transferee, nor any other person, may alter, erase or
been issued, who upon transfer of the vehicle fails to execute abtiterate any information, including the mileage disclosure, con-
deliver the assignment and warranty of title required by sub. (13ined on any mileage disclosure statement.
may be required to forfeit not more than $500. (4) (a) Except as provided in par. (b), any person who violates

(5m) (a) Except as provided in par. (b), any person who vithis section may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000.
latessub. (1) (om) may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000. (b) Any person who violates this section with intent to defraud

(b) Any person who violates sub. (1) (bm) with intent tohay be fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned for not more
defraud may be fined not more than $5,000. than 7 years and 6 months or both is guilty of Class H felony.

(6) (a) Except as provided in s. 342.16, any transferee of %'rf)t;’S’yReflfriifelsige ;@%70‘;’1" %Za’ffigio%sa‘aldonf' code
vehicle who fails to make application for a new certificate of title ' ' R

immediately upon transfer to him or her of a vehicle may kg5 156 Transfers of leased motor vehicles. (1) Prior to
required tdorfeit not more than $200. Acgrtlflcate is conslderegansferring ownership of any leased motor vehicle, the lessor
to have been applied for when the application accompanied by §R@| notify in writing the lessee of the vehicle that the lessee is
required fee has been delivered to the department or deposite@éired to provide the lessor with a written disclosure specifying
the mail properly addressed with postage prepaid. the leased vehicle’s mileage. The written notification shall
(b) Except as provided in s. 342.16, any transferee of a vehicleludethe mileage disclosure requirements applicable to the les-
who with intent to defraud fails to make application for a new cesee under 49 CFR 580.7 and rules of the department and the penal-
tificate oftitle immediately upon transfer to him or her of a vehiclées for failure to comply with those requirements.
may be fined not more than $1,000 or imprisoned for not more (2) Upon termination of the lease after written notification
than 30 days or both. A certificate is considered to have béasin the lessor under sub. (1), the lessee shall disclose the
applied for when the application accompanied by the required {gghicle’s mileage in writing to the lessor. The mileage disclosure
has been delivered to the department or deposited in the mail pregord under this section shall be signed by the lessee and include
erly addressed with postage prepaid. the information required under sub. (1) and rules of the depart-
(7) Any owner of a vehicle currently registered in this stat@ent.
who fails to comply with the requirements of sub. (4) may be (3) The lessor shall retain and make available for inspection
required to forfeit not more than $200. any mileage disclosure record required toiaele by a lessee with
History: 1971 c. 278; 1975 c. 121, 199; 1977 c. 29 ss. 1453, 1654 (7) (a); 1986pect to a leased motor vehicle.

S o 203, 418, 404383 8, 120,221, 210 ey 19852 29, 202,332, 1987 8.4 | 4 |essor transfers ownership of a leased motor vehicle
without obtaining possession of the vehicle from the lessee, the
342.155 Mileage disclosure requirements of transfer- lessor may, in making the mileage disclosure statement required

ors and transferees. (1) (a) Unless exempted by rule of thednder s. 342.155, indicate on the certificate of title or on a supple-
department, no transferor may transfer ownership of a mofpental mileage disclosure statement approvettidgepartment,
vehicle without disclosing the vehicle’s mileage in writing to thé€ mileage disclosed by the lessee under this section unless the
transferee by specifying the odometer reading. The disclos or has reason to believe that the lessee’s mileage disclosure
shall state either thétte reading is known to be actual mileage, df0€S not reflect the actual mileage of the vehicle.

that the reading is not the actual mileage and should not be relied®) The department shall promulgate rules to do all of the fol-
upon, or that the reading reflects the mileage in excess of {wing:

designed mechanical limit. (a) Specify the information to be included in the lessee’s mile-

(b) The mileage disclosure statement required under par. 3§ disclosure to the lessor.
shall be made in the spaces provided on the certificate of title or(b) Establish the manner in which and the period of time for
on a form or in an automated format authorized by the departmavhich mileage disclosure records under this section shall be
The transferee shall print his or her name on the mileage disd¢ktained and made available for inspection.
sure statement, sign the statement and return a copy of the stat¢g) (a) Except as provided in par. (b), any person who violates
ment to the transferor. Except as authorized by rule of the depthis section may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000.
ment, no person may sign a mileage disclosure statement as botfh) Any person who violates this section with intent to defraud
the transferor and transferee in the same transaction. is guilty of a Class H felony.

(c) The department shall promulgate rules that do all of the folHistory: 1993 a. 159; 1997 a. 283; 2001 a. 109.
lowing: ) _

1. Establish the form and manner of the mileage disclosupé2:157 Motor vehicle salvage pools and auction ~ com-

2 Identi hich vehicl tf the mil d.ga’nies to maintain records.  For each motor vehicle sold by
. Identify which vehicles are exempt from the mileage di§ oo vehicle salvage pool or auction company, the motor
closure requirements under this subsection.

) ; - ) _vehiclesalvage pool or auction company shall establish and main-
3. Prescribe the mileage disclosure requirements applicalg a record of each sale, including the mileage disclosure of the

to leasing companies and their lessees. transferor under s. 342.155. The department shall specify by rule
4. Establish requirements relating to the creation, retentithe information that shall be included in such records and the man-

and inspection of mileage disclosure records of persons wier in which and the period of time for which the records shall be

acquire or consign motor vehicles for resale or lease, includimgintained.

motor vehicle salvage pools and auction dealers. History: 1993 a. 159.

5. Establish the form content and format and procedures%
any power of attorney disclosing a vehicle’s mileage for purpos 2.16 Transferto or from dealer. (1) (a) Exceptas pro-

of this section vided in par. (c), if a dealer acquires a new or used vehicle that is
o i . ) ) not a salvage vehicle and holds it for resale, or acquires a salvage
6. Identify and define terms relating to the mileage disclosujgnicle that is currently titled as a salvage vehicle and holds it for
requirement. resale omccepts a vehicle for sale on consignment, the dealer may
(2) No transferor may knowingly make a false statemenipt submit to the department the certificate of title or application
including providing an odometer reading that is different from thior certificate of title naming the dealer as owner of the vehicle.
actualreading on the odometer, in disclosing the vehicle’s mileaghpon transferring the vehicle to another person, the dealer shall
to a transferee under this section. immediately give the transferee on a form prescribed by the
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department a receipt for all title, registration, security interest amehicle salesperson may knowingly give a false statement to a
sales tax moneys paid to the dealer for transmittal to the deptieinsferee in making the disclosure. The department shall pre-
ment when required. The dealer shall promptly execute theribe the manner in which the written disclosure shall be made
assignment and warranty of title, showing the name and addrasd retained.

of the transferee and of any secured party holding a security inter{2) Everydealer shall maintain for 5 years a record in the form
est created or reserved at the time of the resale or sale on consigin-department prescribes of every vehicle bought, sold or
ment, in the spaces provided therefor on the certificate or as éxeéhanged, or received for sale or exchange, which shall be open
department prescribes. Within 7 business days following the sgjénspection by a representative of the department or a peace offi-
or transfer, the dealer shall process the application for certificatar during reasonable business hours.

of title, and within the next business day after processing the(3) Except aprovided in sub. (4), any dealer who fails to com-
application the dealer shall mail or deliver the original appllcat|05|¥ with this section may be required to forfeit not more than $200.
for certificate and all associated materials required by the depart 4) (a) Except as provided in par. (b), any dealer who violates

Vehiciofiom a doaler m ths Siate may not, unless othenmise autRun: (L)) may be required to forfet not more than $1,000.
y not, (b) Any dealer who violates sub. (1r) with intent to defraud

rized by rule of the department, apply for a certificate of title "

issuedfor the vehicle in this state unless the dealer determines Zt(l))ri' f'lgsgcngisr_qggg ihfzrl' 23603%?' 421: 1977 ¢. 29 s, 1654 (7) (@); 1977
aftitle is necessary to protect the interests of a secured party. dBe3 418 1981 c. 150, 151, 391; 1985 a. 29, 202, 332; 1987 a. 100, 349; 1989 a.
dealer igesponsible for determining whether a title and perfecti@; 1991 a. 239; 1993 a. 63, 159; 1999 a. 9; 2005 a. 25.

of security interest is required. The dealer is liable for any dam- .

ages incurred by the department or any secured party for the dd4®-17 Involuntary transfers. (1) If the interest of an

er's failure to perfect a security interest which the dealer h@#ner in avehicle passes to another other than by voluntary trans-
knowledge of at the time of sale. fer, the transferee shall, except as provided in sub. (2), promptly

(am) 1.Except as provided in subd. 2., a motor vehicle deal ail or deliver to the department the last certificate of title, if
o i N o vailable, and the documents required by the department to
as defined in s. 218.0101 (23), who processes an application ! e -
transfer of title and registration as provided in par. (a) shall utili agyfgifrictthseugg tr;rt'r?]fgmd ?ensgﬁgg(;atlon for a new certificate
an electronic process prescribed by the department under thi P p )

paragraph or provided for under ss. 341.20 and 341.21. 2) If the interest of the owner is terminated or the vehicle is

2. The department may, by rule, exempt a motor Vehicgéeld under a security agreement by a secured party named in the

dealer from the requirements of this paragraph. A motor vehi rtificate of title, the transferee shall promptly mail or deliver to

deal ho i ted shall fee 1o the d " £t department the last certificate of title, an application for a new
ealer who Is exempted shall pay a 1ee 1o the déparntment 10 Sificate in the form the department prescribes, and a statement

cess applications for transfer of title and registration that are sijfi; o by or on behalf of the secured party that the vehicle was

mitted to the department by the exempted dealer. repossessed and that the interest of the owner was lawfully termi-

3. The department shall promulgate rules to implement afglted or sold pursuant to the terms of the security agreement.

administer this paragraph. , (3) A person holding a certificate of title whose interest in the
Cross Reference:See also ch. Trans 141, Wis. adm. code. ehicle has been extinguished or transferred other than by volun-
(b) A dealer who assists a transferee in the reglstratlonlog transfer shall mail or deliver the certificate to the department
vehicle as provided in par. (@) and s. 341.25 (3) shall not be liaigty request of the department. The delivery of the certificate
for damages caused by operation of the vehicle at a weight(fsyant to theequest of the department does not affect the rights
excess of the manufacturer’s maximum gross weight rating. o the person surrendering the certificate, and the action of the
(c) Except when all available spaces for a dealer’s or wholesgépartment in issuing a new certificate of title as provided herein
er's reassignment on a certificate of title have been completedhot conclusive upon the rights of an owner or secured party
as otherwise authorized by rules of the department, a dealenh&med in the old certificate.
whqlesalelwho acq.uires a new or used \{ehicle that is not a ;alvage(4) (a) Inall cases of the transfer of a vehicle owned by a dece-
vehicle and holds it for resale, or acquires a salvage vehicle gkt except under par. (b), ward, trustee or bankrupt, the depart-
is currently titled as a salvage vehicle and holds it for resaleqent shall accept as sufficient evidence of the transfer of owner-
accepts a&ehicle for sale on consignment may not apply for a Cedhip the following:
tificate of title naming the dealer or wholesaler as owner of the 1 Evidence satisfactory to the department of the issuance of

vehicle. The rules may regulate the frequency of application Ry, |etters testamentary or other letters authorizing the administra-

a dealer or wholesaler for transfer of registration or credits for regs, of o estate, letters of guardianship, or letters of trust, or of the
istration from a previously registered vehicle to another vehi

= . e ointment of the trustee in bankruptcy;
that the dealer or wholesaler intends to register in his or her ov?’rP he titl db :O y . di
hame. 2. The title executed by tipersonal representative, guardian,

d) Unl ted by rule of the d tment. a deal or trustee; and
(d) Unless exempted by rule of the department, a dealer or 5 . iqence concerning payment of sales or Use taxes

wholesalemwho acquires a new or used vehicle that is not a salv : : .
vehicle and holds it for resale or acquires a salvage vehicle i Einlilgi%k?)tlaié?.el (1) or evidence that the transfer is exempt

rently titled as a salvage vehicle and holds it for resale shall mal eb 1 Thed hall fer the decedent’s i .
applicationfor a certificate of title naming the dealer or wholesaler (P) 1. The department shall transfer the decedent's interest in
v vehicle to his or her surviving spouse or domestic partner

as owner of the vehicle when all of the available spaces for a d&4)

er's or wholesaler’s reassignment on the certificate of title for su¢fder €h- 770 upon receipt of the title executed by the surviving
vehicle have been completed. spouse or domestic partner and a statement by the spouse or

(1g) No transferee who, for the purpose of resale, acce tgoamestic partner which shall state:
g ’ burp ’ P a. The date of death of the decedent;

motor vehicle on consignment or acquires ownership of a motor ] o )
vehicle may accept any mileage disclosure required under s.b- The approximate value and description of the vehicle; and
342.155 or rules of the department if the mileage disclosure hasc. That the spouse or domestic partner is personally liable for
been altered or is incomplete. the decedent’s debts and charges to the extent of the value of the

(1r) No motor vehicle dealer or motor vehicle salespersdfghicle, subject to s. 859.25.
may transfer a motor vehicle without disclosing in writing to the 2. The transfer shall not affect any liens upon the vehicle.
transferee whether any of the information specified in s. 342.10 3. Except as provided in subd. 4., this paragraph is limited to
(3) is applicable to the vehicle. No motor vehicle dealer or motoo more than 5 vehicles titled in this state that are less than 20
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years old at the time of the transfer under this paragraph. Theré€2) (a) Except as provided in sub. (2m), a security interest is

is no limit on transfer under this paragraph of vehicles titled in ttperfected in one of the following ways:

statethat are 20 or more years old at the time of transfer under this 1. |f the secured party is an individual or a person exempted

paragraph. by rule under s. 342.245 (3), by the delivery to the department of
4. The limit in subd. 3. does not apply if the surviving spouske existing certificate of title, if any, an application for a certifi-

or domestic partner is proceeding under s. 867.03 (1g) and ¢h&e of title containing the name and address of the secured party,

total value of the decedent’s property subject to administrationand the required fee.

the state, including the vehicles transferred under this paragraph,2. Except as provided in s. 342.245 (3), if the secured party

does not exceed $50,000. is not an individual, by the filing of a security interest statement
(c) Uponcompliance with this subsection neither the secretacpntaining the name and address of the secured party, and pay-

nor the department shall bear any liability or responsibility for thent of the equired fee, in the manner specified in s. 342.245 (1).

transfer of such vehicles in accordance with this section. (b) A security interest is perfected as of the later of the follow-
(d) This subsection does not apply to transfer of interest inng:
vehicle under s. 342.15 (1) (d). 1. The time of delivery to the department of the certificate of

History: 1971 c. 164 s. 82; 1973 c. 40, 243; 1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (7) (a), (c); 19,
C.273; 1985 a. 141; 1991 a. 125, 239; 1995 a. 338, 421; 1997 a. 27; 1999 a. 94; (ﬁ
a. 102; 2005 a. 216; 2009 a. 28.

if perfection occurs under par. (a) 1. or of the application if
ection occurs under par. (a) 2.
_ = 2. The time of the attachment of the security interest.

342.18 When department to issue a new certificate. NOTE: Sub. (2) is shown as affected eff. 7-1-10 by 2009 Wis. Act 28. Prior
(1) The department, upon receipt of a properly assigned certifi7-1-10itreads: . .

; ; ; ; T ; (2) Except as provided in sub. (2m), a security interest is perfected by the
Cate,Of title, with an appllcatlon for a new certlflcatg of title, thﬁelivery to the department of the existing certificate of title, if any, an application
required fee and any other transfer documents required by lawoiQ certificate of title containing the name and address of the secured party, and
support the transfer, shall issue a new certificate of title in the required fee. Itis perfected as of the later of the time of its delivery or the
name of the transferee as owner. time of the attachment of the security interest.

(2) The department, upon receipt of an application for a new (2M) If & secured party whose name and address is contained
certificate of title by a transferee other than by voluntary transf@f) the certificate of title for a vehicle acquires a new or additional
with proof of the transfer, the required fee and any other doagé_curlty interest in the vehicle, such security interest is perfected
ments required by law, shall issue a new certificate of title in tRethe time of its attachment under s. 409.203. _
name of the transferee as owner. If the transfer constituted a tert3) An unperfected security interest is subordinate to the
mination of the owner’s interest or a sale under a security agré@hts of persons described in ss. 409.317 and 409.323.
ment by a secured party named in the certificate, under s. 342.174) The rules of priority stated in s. 409.322, the other sections
(2), the new certificate shall be issued free of the names dhdrein referred to, and subch. Il of ch. 409 shall, to the extent
addresses dhe secured party who terminated the owner’s interegppropriate, apply to conflicting security interests in a vehicle of
and of all secured parties subordinate under s. 342.19 to sadipe for which a certificate of title is required. A security interest
securedarty. If the outstanding certificate of title is not deliveregerfected under this section is a security interest perfected other-
to it, the department shall make demand therefor from the holsiése than by filing for purposes of subch. Il of ch. 409.
of such certificate. (5) The rules stated in subch. VI of ch. 409 governing the

(3) The department shall retain for 5 years a record of eveights and duties of secured parties and debtors and the require-
surrendered certificate of title, the record to be maintained sonagnts forand effect of, disposition of a vehicle by a secured party,
to permit the tracing of title of the vehicle designated therein. upon default shall, to the extent appropriate, govern the rights of

(4) Under each of the following circumstances only, théecured parties and owners with respect to security interests in
departmenshall issue a certificate of title for a transferred vehicikehicles perfected under this chapter.
without requiring registration of the vehicle: (6) If a vehicle is subject to a security interest when brought

(a) Whenever app”ca[ion therefor accompanied by ’[Hféto this state, s. 409.316 states the rules which apply to determine
required fee is made by a finance company licensed undertggrvalldlty and perfection of the security interest in this state.
138.09 or 218.0101 to 218.0163, a bank organized under the Iq(x%?‘ggyl: J973.¢ 3365, 79: 1975 ¢. 286, 422, 1977 ¢. 29'5. 1654 (7) (a): 1999 &.
_Of this St_atev_ or a national _bank Iocat_ed in this state, and the \_/ehl . 342, ﬁot cyh. 409, éovérns the perfection of security interests in motor vehicles,
in question is a used vehicle for which the department had issugdhe creation of security interests is governed by ch. 409. Milwaukee Mack Sales
2 certfcate o e 0 the previous ovner or a vehice previously [ Wssonay Netone Bk, o i 2500 7 L ze 0e 00),
registered in another jurisdiction or is a recreational vehicle. on of vehicles under vehicle registration laws. For a security interest perfected in

(b) Whenever application therefor accompanied by thjgother state to become unperfected, the requirement of “registration” in s. 409.103
b) requires both registration and issuance of a certificate of title. Dubis v. General

required fee is made by any other person and the vehicle in qyissrs Acceptance Corp. 2000 Wi App 209, 238 Wis. 2d 608, 618 N.W.2d 266,
tion is a vehicle for which the department had issued a certificate263s.

of title to the previous owner or is a vehicle previously registered o
in another jurisdiction or is a recreational vehicle and the depa#f2.195  Notification of person who has perfected
ment is satisfied that the present owner has not operated or &¢Urity interest.  Upon request of a person who has perfected
sented to the operation of the vehicle since it was transferredtgecurity interest under s. 342.19, as shown by the records of the
thatowner and that he or she understands that the certificate of fiPartment, in a vehicle titled in this state, whenever the depart-
merely is evidence of ownership of the vehicle and does not autAent receives information from anoth_er state _that the vehicle is
rize operation of the vehicle on the highways of this state. being titled in the other state and the information does not show
(c) Whenever application therefor accompanied by tfigat the security interest has been satisfied, the department shall
required fee is made by a dealer or wholesaler to comply with {#fify the person. The person shall pay the department a $2 fee
requirements of s. 342.16 (1) (d). or each notification.
History: 1973 c. 116 s. 6; 1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (7) (a); 1977 ¢. 273; 1989 a. 31; 199%StOry: 1983 a. 155, 1985 a. 202.

a. 159; 1999 a. 9, 31, 186. . . -
342.20 Duties on creation of security interest. If an

342.19 Perfection of security interests. (1) Unless owner creates a security interest in a vehicle, unless the name and

excepted by s. 342.02, a security interest in a vehicle of a typedggress of the secured party already is contained on the certificate

which a certificate of title is required is not valid against creditog title for the vehicle:

of the owner or subsequent transferees or secured parties of th@l) The owner shall immediately execute, in the space pro-

vehicle unless perfected as provided in this chapter. vided therefor on the certificate of title or oseparate form or in
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an automated format prescribed by the department, an applicatiefiver therelease and notice of the owner’s obligation as required
to name the secured party on the certificate, showing the namelanthis paragraph, the secured party is liable to the owner for $25
address of the secured party, and cause the certificate, applicaio for any loss caused to the owner by the failure.

and the required fee to be delivered to the secured party. (b) If the secured party is not described in par. (a), deliver to
(2) The secured party shall immediately cause the certificate department a release of the security interest in the manner spe-

application, and the required fee to be mailed or delivered to #ified in s. 342.245 (1) and deliver to the owner a notice stating

department, except that if the secured party is not an individuatigst the release has been provided to the department.

a person exempted by rule under s. 342.245 (3), the secured pafi$TE: Sub. (1) is shown as affected eff. 7-1-10 by 2009 Wis. Act 28. Prior

shall follow the procedure specified in ss. 342.19 (2) (a) 2. ard-1-10 it reads: i ) )

342.245 (1) and (2). (1) Within one month or within 10 days following written demand by the

NOTE: Sub. (2) is shown as amended eff. 7-1-10 by 2009 Wis. Act 28 Priordebtor after there is no outstanding obligation and no commitment to make
to 7-1-10 it reads: ’ Y ’ ’ advances, incur obligations or otherwise give value, secured by the security
2 Th .d hall i diatel h i licati interest in a vehicle under any security agreement between the owner and the

d(ttz € secc;J;e {Jalr)ty S "’.ll éjmmg |Iate yd‘:?ufhe tde Cer';t' |ca¥e, application o\ req party, the secured party shall execute and deliver to the owner, as the
and the required tee ? € mailed or glyere 0 ? epal me.n. . department prescribes, a release of the security intest in the form and manner

(3) Upon receipt of the certificate of title, application, and thgrescribed by the department and a notice to the owner stating in no less than

required fee, or upon receipt of the security interest statement &prgboint boldface type the owner's obligation under sub. (2). If the secured
required fee if the secured party has utiiized the process specilBl G 8 o C e i 1 the owner for 528 and
in s. 342.245 (1), the department shall issue to the owner a g gy loss ratiod o the mwunar by the .
C:rr?flc?rtﬁa;:g n;?t'mggttshﬁalrllgr;ﬁ/;qg Sgggensswoé éssrggwa?gcure ) An owner, other than a dealer holding the vehicle for
party. oep od pa a\%ale, upon receipt of the release and notice of obligation deliv-
to the register of deeds of the county of the owner’s residenc

memoranda, in such form as the department prescribes, evidéhed uUnder sub. (1) (a) shall promptly cause the certificate and
ing the notation of the security interest upon the certificate; affgcase 0 be mailed or delivered to the department, which shall

thereafter, upon any assignment, termination or release of th

security interest, additional memoranda evidencing such actidy "¢ .
NOTE: Sub. (3) is shown as amended eff. 7-1-10 by 2009 Wis. Act 28. Prior MaY; 1N the form and manner prescribed by the department and

to 7-1-10 it reads: without additional fee, deliver application and the certificate of
(3) Upon receipt of the certificate of title, application and the required fee, title to the department and the department shall issue a new certifi-

the department shall issue to the owner a new certificate contqining the name cate of title free of the Security interest notation.

and address of the new secured party. The department shall deliver to such new NOTE: Sub. (2)is sh ded eff. 7-1-10 by 2009 Wis. Act 28. Pri
securedparty and to the register ofdeeds of the county of the owner'sasidence, t0 7-1-10 'tu c(i ) IS Shown as amended efr. y IS Act 28. Frior
memoranda, insuch form as the department pescribes, evidencing the notation © itreads:

of the security interest upon the certificate; and theeafter, upon any assignment, (2) The owner, other than a dealer holding the vehicle for resale, upon
termination or release of the security interest, additional memoranda evidenc- receipt ofthe release and notice of obligation shall pmptly cause the certificate
ing such action. and release to be mailed or delivered to the department, which shall release the

(4) The registers of deeds may record, and maintain a file a?Fured party’s rights on the certificate and issue a new certificate.
all memoranda received from the department under sub. (3). Suck3) The department may remove information pertaining to a
recording, however, is not required for perfection, release ¥fcurity interest perfected under s. 342.19 from its computerized
assignment of security interests, which shall be effective uptgtords when the following applicable period of time after the
compliance with ss. 342.19 (2), 342.21 and 342.22 (1) and (2priginal perfection has elapsed unless the security interest is
History: 1975 c. 286; 1977 c. 29's. 1654 (7) (a); 1981 c. 20; 1985 a. 202 s. 37; 18@Rewed in the same manner as provided in s. 342.19 (2) for per-
a. 301; 1995 a. 338; 1997 a. 27; 2009 a. 28. fection of a security interest:

342.21 Assignment of security interest. (1) Except as (a) For a recreational vehicle, 20 years.

otherwise provided in s. 409.308 (5), a secured party may assign(P) For a truck tractor, 8 years.

absolutely or otherwise, the party’s security interest in the vehicle(c) For any other vehicle, 10 years.

to a person other than the owner without affecting the interest of(4) Removal of information pertaining to a security interest
the owner or the validity of the security interest, but any persg@m the records of the department under sub. (3) does not affect
without notice of the assignment is protected in dealing with th@y security agreement between the owner of a vehicle and the
secured party as the holder of the security interest and the secytgidler of security interest in the vehicle.

partyremains liable for any obligations as a secured party until theyisiory: 1977 c. 29's. 1654 (7) (a); 1977 c. 217, 447; 1985 a. 202; 1997 a. 27; 1999
assignee is named as secured party on the certificate. a. 9; 2009 a. 28.

(2) Subject to s. 409.308 (5), the assignee may but need not .
to perfect the assignment, have the certificate of title endorsecB8?-23 Secured party's and owner's duties. 1A
issued with the assignee named as secured party, upon delivesffyred party named in a certificate of title shall, upon written
to the department the certificate and an assignment by the sectgegest ofhe owner or of another secured party named on the cer-
party named in the certificate in the form the department pi#icate, disclose any pertinent information as to the party’s secu-
scribes. rity agreement and the indebtedness secured by it.

History: 1977 c. 29's. 1654 (7) (a); 1991 a. 316; 2001 a. 10. (2) (@) An owner shall promptly deliver the owner’s certifi-

o o cate of title to any secured party who is named on it or who has a

342.22 Release of security interest. (1) Within one secyrity interest in the vehicle described in it under any other
month or within 10 days following written demand by the debt‘?;fgplicable prior law of this state, upon receipt of a notice from

after there is no outstanding obligation and no commitment dfch secured party that the security interest is to be assigned,
make advances)cur obligations or otherwise give value, securedyianded or perfected.

by the security interest in a vehicle under any security agreemen N d tak . f tificate of
between the owner and the secured party, the secured party $ ) No secured party may take possession of any certificate o
itle except as provided in par. (a). Any person who violates this

do one of the following: h .
(a) If the secured party is an individual or a person exempl%%ragraph may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000.

by rule under s. 342.245 (3), execute and deliver to the owner, a§3) Any secured party who fails to disclose information pur-
the department prescribes, a release of the security interest S0t to sub. (1) shall be liable for any loss caused to owner
form and manner prescribed by the department and a notice tot eby.

owner stating in no less than 10-point boldface type the owner’s(4) Any owner who fails to deliver the certificate of title to a
obligation undesub. (2). If the secured party fails to execute argbcured party requesting it pursuant to sub. (2) (a) shall be liable
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to such secured party for any loss caused to the secured p343.26 Hearings and appeal. Any person aggrieved by an
thereby and may be required to forfeit not more than $200. act or omission of the department under this chapter is entitled,

History: 1971 c. 278; 1991 a. 316; 1993 a. 159. upon request, to a hearing and judicial review thereof in accord-
ance with ch. 227. Contested cases shall be heard and decided by
342.24 Method of perfecting exclusive. Subject to s. the division of hearings and appeals.

409.311(4), the method provided in this chapter of perfecting andHistory: 1977 c. 29 ss. 1454, 1654 (7) (a); 1981 c. 347 s. 80 (2); 1993 a. 16.
giving notice of security interests subject to this chapter is exclu-
sive. Security interests subject to this chapter are hereby

exempted from the provisions of law which otherwise require or SUBCHAPTER Il
relate to the filing of instruments creating or evidencing security
interests. ANTI-THEFT AND ANTI-FRAUD PROVISIONS

History: 2001 a. 10.
Motor vehicle law provisions relating to security do not apply to a mobile ho

that has become a fixture. George v. Commercial Credit Corp. 440 F.2d 551 (1982.30 ldentification numbers. ~ (1c) In this section,
“owner’j includes the I_essee of a vehicle if the vehicle is registered,
342.245 Electronic processing of certain applications. or required to be registered, by the lessee under ch. 341.

(1) Except as provided in sub. (3), a secured party shall file a(1g) No person may remove, alter or obliterate or intention-
security interest statement and pay the fee under s. 342.19 (2pllg)make it impossible to read, as required under sub. (2), an iden-
2. and deliver a release of a security interest under s. 342.22tiflgation number. This subsection does not apply to the oblitera-
(b) utilizing an electronic process prescribed by the departméon of an identification number which occurs in the process of
under sub. (4). crushing a vehicle or vehicle part for scrap.

(2) Uponreceipt of a certificate of title as provided in s. 342.20 Cross Reference:See also ch. Trans 155, Wis. adm. code.

(1), a person required to file a security interest statement undef1m) When the department is satisfied as to the ownership of
sub. (1) shall destroy the certificate of title. a vehicle subject to registration which has not been numbered by

3) The department may, by rule, exempt a person or a typd §f_manufacturer or on which the original number has been
trags)action froen the requir}émgnts of sub. (F.?L). Rny person v)\l/ﬁ ginoved, obliterated or altered or on which the original casting
exempted under this subsection shall pay a fee to the depart been replaced or on which a new identification number is
for processing applications submitted by the person under quired under s. 342.06 (1) (f), the department shall assign a new
342.19 (2) (a) 1. and releases submitted under s. 342.22, utiliz tification number fgr ear:h SI,JCh vehlclg. ) L
a process other than an electronic process. 2) Except as provided in this subsection, an identification

mber assigned by the department to a vehicle shall be perma-
ntly affixed to a location on the vehicle that is readily visible
when observed from outside the vehicle, as specified by the

(4) The department shall promulgate rules to implement aﬁg
administer this section.
NOTE: This section is created eff. 7-1-10 by 2009 Wis. Act 28.

History: 2009 a. 28. department by rule. Identification numbers assigned for cycles
shall be stamped dhe left side, near the top of the engine casting

342.25 Suspension or revocation of certificate. just below the cylinder barrel. Such stamping or affixing shall be

(1) The department shall suspend or revoke a certificate of tif@neunder the supervision of a dealer, distributor or manufacturer
if it finds any of the following: registeredinder s. 341.51 or under the supervision of a peace offi-

(a) The certificate of title was fraudulently procured, erroné—igpgpte“? ;ngntgl:ﬁgrg'esr;g%m gnitamplng or affixing shall make

ously issued or prohibited by law. (2m) (a) Atrafic officer or person authorized to enforce non

(b) The vehicle h_as peen scr_apped, dismantled or deStroyﬁ%vingtraﬁic violations may use reasonable means to gain access

(c) Atransfer of title is set aside by a court of record by ordgy 3 vehicle if that vehicle’s identification number cannot be read
or judgment. . . as required under sub. (2).

(d) The vehicle’s odometer has been subjected to tampering) Any person acting under par. (a) is immune from civil and
and return of the certificate of title to the department is considergéhinal liability for good faith actions taken within the scope of
necessary tmake a notation of that information on the certificatehat person’s official duties.

~ (2) Suspension or revocation of a certificate of title does not, (3) (a) Any person who violates sub. (1g) is guilty of a Class
in itself, affect the validity of a security interest noted onit. H felony.

_(3) When the department suspends or revokes a certificate ofp) 1. Any owner of a vehicle for which the department has
title, the owner or person in possession of it shall, immediatefsued anew identification number who fails to have such number
upon receiving notice of the suspension or revocation, mail ékached or Stamped as required by sub. (2) may be required to for-

deliver the certificate to the department. feit not more than $200.

~ (4) The department may seize and impound any certificate of 2. Any owner of a vehicle for which the department has issued

title which has been suspended or revoked. a new identification number who with intent to defraud fails to
History: 1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (7) (a); 1993 a. 159. havesuch number attached or stamped as required by sub. (2) may

) ) ] ) be required to forfeit not more than $1,000.
342'25g “Cancelllatlo_rll of title or reglstratlr?n. Thedepart- 4y (a) If a law enforcement agency finds a vehicle or part of
ment shall cancel a title or registration whenever: _avehicle on which the identification number has been removed,
(1) Atransfer of title is set aside by the court by order or judgitered obliterated or made impossible to read, the law enforce-

ment; or mentagency may seize the vehicle or part of a vehicle. If the iden-
(2) Fraud on the department is discovered by the departmdiitcation number cannot be identified, the seized vehicle or
or vehicle part is presumed to be contraband. Except as provided in

(3) Itis subsequently discovered that the issuance or posda- (d), if the identification number can be identified, the agency
sion of atitle or registration is prohibited by law or that the odomeDay return the vehicle to the owner. Except as provided in par. (b),
ter of a vehicle for which a certificate of title has been issued Bie district attorney shall institute forfeiture proceedings under s.
the department has been subjected to tampering and return o 076 regarding any vehicle or vehicle part that is seized under
certificate of title to the department is considered necessary!és Paragraph and not returned to the owner.
make a notation of that information on the certificate. (b) If the district attorney brings a criminal action arising out

History: 1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (7) (a); 1993 a. 159. of the seizure under par. (a), the district attorney shall not institute
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forfeiture proceedings under s. 973.076 before there is a fijatk vehicle shall, within 10 days after determining that the
determination in the criminal action. vehicle is a junk vehicle do all of the following:

(c) Paragraph (a) does not apply to the obliteration of an identi-(a) Notify the department of the junk condition of the vehicle.
fication number that occurs in the process of crushing a vehicle or(h) Return the certificate of title to the department.

vehicle part fpr scrgp. ) (c) If the vehicle is a motorcycle or an automobile registered

(d) If the identification number of a motorcycle or part of @nder s. 341.27 or a motor home or a motor truck, dual purpose
motorcycle seized under pga) can be identified and if no forfei- motor home or dual purpose farm truck which has a gross weight
ture proceeding is commenced under s. 973.076 within 30 d@y$iot more than 8,000 pounds or a farm truck which has a gross
after the seizure of the property, the custodian of the seized pr@gight of not more than 12,000 pounds, the owner shall remove
erty shall immediately return the seized property to the owngie registration plates and retain and preserve them for use on any
named in the certificate of title or registration. If a motorcycle @jther vehicle of the same type which may subsequently be regis-
part of a notorcycle is not returned to the owner named in the c@gred in his or her name. If the vehicle is not a motorcycle or an
tificate of title or registration as required in this paragraph, anddifitomobile registered under341.27, or a motor home or a motor
the owner of the property commences a replevin action to recoigiek, dual purpose motor home or dual purpose farm truck which
possession dhe property, and if the judge finds that tustodian  has a gross weight of not more than 8,000 pounds or a farm truck
of the property unreasonably retained the property after 30 d@ysich has a gross weight of not more than 12,000 pounds, he or
afterthe seizure, the court shall award the owner the costs and e shall remove and destroy the plates.

sonable attorney fees incurred in the replevin action. (2) Any person owning or possessing a vehicle which has
History: 1971 c. 278; 1975 c. 121; 1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (7) (a); 1985 a. 202; 1 : Y

a. 3401601 a. 233; 1083 & 62, 165. 1997 a. 27,33, 250, 245 1669 8. o, 80, 1863561 junked or destroyed shall, within 10 days after the destruc-

a. 109. tion or junking occurred do all of the following:

Thetime limits in s. 973.076 are inapplicable to forfeitures of vehicles seized under i i i i
this section. Sub. (4) (b) controls. State v. Elliot, 203 Wis. 2d 95, 551 N.W.2d 850 (@) Notify the department of the destruction or junking.

(Ct. App. 1996), 96-0012. (b) Return the certificate of title to the department.
. (c) Remove and either retain or destroy the registration plates
342.31 Report of stolen or abandoned motor vehicles. for the vehicle as provided in sub. (1) (c).

(1) Each sheriff and police department in the state shall immedi-
ately report to the department of justice each motor vehiq;Ber

report tolen or recovered within its jurisdiction. - .
eported stolen or recovered S jurisdictio (3m) In determining whether a vehicle meets the definition of

(2) An owner of a garage or trailer park or of any type of StOL junk vehicle for purposes of this section or s. 342.15 (1) (a), the

age or parking lot for motor vehicles shall report to the local | : e
enforcement agency the make, motor number and serial or idefy partment may promulgate rules specifytimg conditions under

T - ; lich a vehicle shall be considered incapable of operation or use
fication number of any vehicle stored, parked or left in the owneru'?)on a highway.

garage, park or lot for a period of more than 30 consecutive days ) o .
unless arrangements have been made by the owner of the vehic{é), (&) Any person violating sub. (1) or (2) may be required
for its continuous storage or parking or unless the owner of fieforfeit not more than $200. _

vehicle ispersonally known to the owner of the garage, park or lot. (b) Any person who with intent to defraud violates sub. (1) or

Any person who fails to submit such report may be required to fé2) may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000.
feit not more than $25. History: 1971 c. 278; 1977 c. 29 ss. 1455, 1654 (7) (a); 1977 c. 129, 418; 1983
Hidtory: 1071 c. 275, 1673 c. 169: 1091 a. 316. a. 126, 227, 270, 538; 1987 a. 349; 1993 a. 63; 1997 a. 27: 1999 . 80,

(3) No certificate of title may be issued for a junk vehicle or
a vehicle which has been junked or destroyed.

342.32 Counterfeiting and unlawful possession of cer- §;2'40 Vehicle abandonment prohibited; removal;

) . : isposal. (1c) In this section, “owner” includes the lessee of a
tificate of title. (1) No person may counterfeit, possess, sell, " > . ; ; .

offer for sale or s(ur))ply ap}orged fict)iltious counte?feit stolen hicle if the vehicle is registered, or required to be registered, by
fraudulently or unlawfully obtained certificate of title or registra- e lessee under ch. 341. .
tion, manufacturer’s document of origin, instrument or other doc- (1M) No person shall leave unattended any motor vehicle,
umentthat is or may be used as evidence of ownership, the tran&f@ler, semitrailer or mobile home on any public highway or pri-
of ownership or the mileage disclosure of a motor vehicle. V&€ or public property, for such time and under such circum-

. nces as to cause the vehicle to reasonably appear to have been
(2) Unless authorized by the department, no person may p g . . i ; A
sess, sell, offer for sale or supply any blank certificates of title andoned. Except as otherwise provided in this section, when

registration, manufacturers’ documents of origin, instruments ¥er any vehicle has been left unattended without the permission
other documents that may be used as evidence of ownershi 19

registration of a ”.‘0“” vehicle, . . overning body thereof, the vehicle is deemed abandoned and
(3) Whoever violates sub. (1) or (2) is guilty of a Class H fegonstitutes @ublic nuisance. A motor vehicle shall not be consid-

ony. ered an abandoned motor vehicle when it is out of ordinary public
History: 1993 a. 159; 1997 a. 283; 2001 a. 109. view, or when designated as not abandoned by a duly authorized

342.33 Sale of vehicle used as taxicab.  No person shall nm%unéglpal orcounty official pursuant to municipal or county ordi-

sell or exchange, authorize or direct the sale or exchange of, o . . .
offer for sale or exchange any motor vehicle which the person(2) Any vehicle in violation of this section shall be impounded
il lawfully claimed or disposed of under sub. (3) except that if

knows has been used as a taxicab or for public transportat‘i’éﬁ

unless the certificate of title for such vehicle has been stamped'Fldz deemed by a duly authorized municipal or county representa-
the department with the words “This motor vehicle has previoudly® that the cost of towing and storage charges for the impound-
been used as a taxicab or for public transportation” and unl8&nt would exceed the value of the vehicle, the vehicle may be
such certificate of title is exhibited by the vendor to the vend&gked or sold by the municipality or county prior to expiration of
before the sale of such vehicle is consummated. Any person Wi imPoundment period upon determination by the chief of police
violates this section may be required to forfeit not more th&h sheriff having jurisdiction that the vehicle is not stolen or other-

e property owner for more than 48 hours in cities of the 1st
s and, in other cities, villages and towns, a period set by the

$1,000. wise wanted for evidence or other reason. All substantially com-
History: 1973 c. 218; 1977 ¢. 29 s. 1654 (7) (a); 1977 c. 273. plete vehicles irxcess of 19 model years of age shall be disposed
of in accordance with sub. (3) (c).
342.34 Department to be notified of destruction or (3) Any municipality or county may enact ordinances govern-

junking of vehicle. (1) Any person owning or possessing ang the removal and disposal of abandoned vehicles and, except
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for abandoned vehicles that have been stolen, provide a forfeiteitber readvertise the sale, adjourn the sale to a definite date, sell
in addition to providing for the recovery by the municipality othe motor vehicle at a private sale or junk the vehicle. Any inter-
county of the cost of impounding and disposing of the vehicleestedperson may offer bids on each abandoned vehicle to be sold.
(@) Any municipal or university police officer, police officerlf munlupal or county ordlnances. do not state the procedure to be
appointed under s. 16.84 (2), sheriff's deputy, county trafffellowed in advertising or providing public notice of the sale, a
patrolman, state traffic officer or conservation warden who digublic notice shall be posted at the office of the municipal police
covers any motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, or mobile home giepartment or the office of the county sheriff. The posting of the
any public highway or private or public property which has bedwtice at the police or sheriff's department shall be in the same
abandoned shall cause the vehicle to be removed to a suitd®e as the certified mail notice sent to the owner or lienholders
place of impoundment. Upon removal of the vehicle the officéf record. Upon sale of an abandoned vehicle, the municipality
or warden shall notify the sheriff or chief of police of the abandoft county shall supply the purchaser with a completed form
mentand of the location of the impounded vehicle. Upon causiﬁ?s»lgnec_1 byhe department enabling the purchaser to obtain a reg-
the removal of the motor vehicle by a towing service, the offictfar certificate of title for the vehicle. The purchaser shall have
or warden shall, within 24 hours of ordering the removal, notifi0 days to remove the vehicle from the storage area, but shall pay
the towing service of the name and last-known address of the @geasonable storage fee established by the municipality or county
istered owner and all lienholders of record of the vehicle, unl€es each day the vehicle remains in storage after the 2nd business
the officer is employed by a municipality or county that ha#ay subsequent to the sale date. Ten days after the sale, the pur-
entered into a towing services agreement which requires ghaser shall forfeit all interest in the vehicle and the_vehlcle s_he_lll
municipality or county to provide notice to such owner and liele deemed to be abandoned and may be sold again. Any listing
holders of the towing. of vehlcles to be _sold by any municipality or county shall be made
(b) The owner of any abandoned vehicle except a stoldy@ilable to any interested person or organization which makes a
vehicle is responsible for the abandonment and all costsrg%'}‘;ten request for such list. The municipality or county may
impounding and disposing of the vehicle. Costs not recoverelrge a fee for the list. ) _
from the sale of the vehicle may be recovered in a civil action by (€) Within 5 days after the sale or disposal of a vehicle as pro-
the municipality against the owner. héther or not theunicipal-  vided in this subsection or sub. (2), the municipality or county
ity recovers the cost of towing and enforcement, the municipalall advise the department of the sale or disposition on a form
shall be responsible to the towing service for requisitional towisgPplied by the department.
service and reasonable charges for impoundment. (4) (@) In this subsection, “state agency” has the meaning
(c) Any vehicle which is deemed abandoned by a duly autt@iven for “agency” in s. 227.01 (1).
rized municipal or county representative and not disposed of(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, a state
under sub. (2) shall be retained in storage for a minimum periagiency responsible for the land on which a vehicle is left unat-
of 10 days after certified mail notice has been sent to the owner terttled and a duly authorized representative of that agency may
lienholders of record to permit reclamation of the vehicle aftexerciseall of the powers and duties under this section of a munic-
payment of accrued charges. Such notice shall set forth the yigmaljty and a duly authorized municipal representative, subject to
make, model, and serial number of the abandoned motor vehithe, following conditions:
the place where the vehicle is being held, and shall inform the 1. Whenever a vehicle has been left unattended without the
owner and any lienholders of their right to reclaim the vehiclpermission of thetate agency for more than 72 hours, the vehicle
The notice shall state that the failure of the owner or lienholdéssdeemed abandoned and constitutes a public nuisance.
to exercise their rights to reclaim the vehicle under this section 2 The state agency may promulgate rules governing the
shall be deemed a waiver of all right, title, and interest in thémovaland disposal of abandoned vehicles and, except for aban-
vehicle and a consent to the sale of the vehicle. Each retaiggfled vehicles that have been stolen, provide a forfeiture in addi-
vehiclenot reclaimed by its owner or lienholder may be sold. Th@n to providing for the recovery by the state agency of the cost
municipality or county may dispose of the vehicle by sealed bifl impounding and disposing of the vehicle.
or auction sale as provided by ordinance. At such sale the highe ) This subsection applies to any vehicle deemed abandoned

bid for any such motor vehicle shall be accepted unless the samg,ie Anril 30, 1996, except that no forfeiture may be assessed
is deemed inadequate by a duly authorized municipal or cou_% Hinst the owﬁer of ’such a vehicle
| .

representative, in which event all bids may be rejected. If all bid$yiqiry. 1971 ¢ 131; 1973 ¢. 213; 1977 c. 29's. 1654 (7) (a); 1977 c. 68, 203, 447;
are rejected or no bid is received, the municipality or county mags9 a. 134; 1995 a. 216; 1997 a. 27; 2003 a. 142.
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